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COVERNMMt W IAmAL. 

GOVERNOR OP BENGAL. 


His Excellency Colonel the Right Hon’ble Sir Jon Airoxxa OK, *.G. t 

O.C.B., O.C.I.E. 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Pxovasii Cm ndeb Mitteh, kt., c.i.k., in charge of 
the following portfolios : — 

1. Lend Revenue. 

2. Lend Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4 Jail*. 

6. Legislative. 

The Hou’ble A l had j Sir Abdeikkrim (xiirxXAVi, kt., iu charge of th« 
following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Hej Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

im Hon’ble Mr. J. A. Woobbead, c.i.e. # in riMHfge of the 

following portfolios : — 

1. ""SBSnnoe. ' 

a - ‘•w&Sry * 

3. Cofl^ni^i^ Mbjocta. 

4.i Marine* 

4/ Emlrnir TfH^rr, 



4 GOVERNMENT OF 3ENGAL 


The Hon’ble Mr. B. N. Reid, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

0. Judicial. 

7. Huaarilmgh Reformatory School. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Nawnh K. (i. M. Fahouci, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Agriculture and Industries < excluding Excise). 

2. Public Works. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Khyvaja Xazimcddix, i .i.e., in charge of the follow- 
ing portfolios : — 

1. Education. 

2. Registration. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Bijot Prasad Sixgh Rot, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Excite. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 

cor NOIL. 


President. 

Tl»e Hon'ble Raja Sir Mwmutia Nath Ray OitAnmcRf, kt., of 
Santosh. 


Depvty President. 

Mr. R \z\rit R\iim\n Khan, i».t. 


Panel of Chairmen for the thirty-ninth tost ion. 

1. Mr. B. (\ ('hai ikrjff, Bur -at-Liw. 

2. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizri. H \gi E. 

3. Mr. \V. If. Thompson. 

4. Mr. Syau apkos ad MooKHtJrr. Bar -ut-Lnw. 

Secretary to the Council — G. G. Hooper, i.c.s. (offg .). 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hctchimin and K. X. 
Majumdar. 

Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay, i.s.o. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OP MEMBERS. 

A 

Afzal, Aawabzada Khwnja Muhammad, Khun Bahadur, (Dacca City 
(Muhammadau). ] 

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur ( Muhammadau).] 

Ali, Maulvi Sved Na usher. | -I ensure South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. f Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
Austin, Mr. J. M. (Benjrul Chamber of Commerce.) 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. [ Iloo^hly rum Howrah Municipal 
( Muhammadau). ] 

Baksh, Maulvi S\ed Majid. jdessore North ( Muhammadan). ] 

Bal, Bahu Halit Kumar. [Bukarjrnnj South (Nort-Muhammadun). ] 
Bal. Rai Sahih Sarat Chandia { Puridpur South (Non-Muhammadan.)] 
Ballahh, Hai Bahadur Dehendra Nath (iM-Pur^anas Rural North 
( Non-Muhammadan ). ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. f LM-Par^unas Rural South ( Non-Muhammudun). ] 
Banerji Rai Bahadur Keshah Chandra. (Dacca Rurul (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Bannerjee, Buhu Jitendralal. [ Birhhum (Non-Muhummudun).] 
Burma, Rai Sahih Punehanuu, m ii.k. [ Uan^pur West (Non-Muham- 
madan). ] 

Basir Uddin, Khan Sahih Maulvi Mohammed. [ Rajshahi North 
( Muhammadan). ] 

Basil, Bahu Jutindra Nath. (Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan),^) 
Basu, Mr. Narendrn Kumar. [ Nadia (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Birkmyre, Mr. H. (Bengal Chaml>er of Commerce.) 

Blandv, Mr. K. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M., Bur.-at-I#uw. (Calcutta Hast (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Bural. Babu Ookul Churn! [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Burn, Mr. H. II . (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

C 

Chatteriee, Mr. B. C. t Bar.-at-Law. [Bakorganj North (Non -Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

CbaudhUn, Bahu Kishori Mohan. [Rajshahi (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhuri, Babu Siddesirar. (Expert, Nominated.) 
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Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogendra Chandra. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muham- 
madan).) 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizur Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi S\ed Osman Ifaider. [Tippera North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nura] Absar. [Chittagong North (Muhamma- 
dan ). ] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, n.n. [Dacca West Rural (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cuppingei, Major-General W. V., c.i.k., d.s.o., i-.r.c.s.i., i.m.s. 

(Nominated Official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

D 

Das, Rai Bahadur Knmini Kumar, m.h e. [Chittugnng (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

I)as, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Rni Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. [Calcutta Central (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 


E 

Eusufji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [ MyinonGiigh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 


F 

Farocjui, the Ifon’hle Nuwah K. (». M.. Khan Bahadur. [Minister.] 
[Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 

Fawcus, Mr. L. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Fazlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Cumplwdl. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Gangali, Rai Bahadur Susil Kumar. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghoee, l)r. Amtilya Ratan. [Howrah Municipal (Non -Muhammadan).] 
Ohow, Rai Bahadur Sasonka Comar, c.i.e. (Dacca University.) 
Ghuxuavi, the Hon'ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, Executive 
Council). 
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Gilchrist, Mr. It. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rat Bahadur Badridas, cm.e. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Guha, Babu Profulla Kumar. [24-Parganus Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official. ) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., cm.e., m.ii.e. [Bunkura West < Non- Muhammadan).] 

H 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. [ M> mensingh Central ( Muhammadan). ] 
Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Hasheiny, Maulvi Syed Jalalutldin [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 
Henderson, Mr. A. G. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Higgins, Mr. R. (Kxpert, Nominated.) 

Hodge, Mr. J. 1). V . n.t (Nonumit<»d Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Kmdadul [ Rangpur Ka«t (Muhammadan) ] 
llosain, Nawab MuOiamif, Klian Bahadur. [ Malda • uin .lal|iaigun 
(Muhammadan). ] 

llossain, Maulvi Muhammad ( Buknrgunj North t Muhammadan). ] 
Huq, M r. A. K. Fa/.l-ul ( Baknrgunj West ( Muhammadan) ] 
Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. (Nominated Non-official ) 


K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul [Burdwan Division South ( Muliainmitdiiii). ] 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul [Burdwnn Division North < Mubainumdan) ] 
Khan. Maulvi Amin-uz-Zaman. (Nominated Official.) 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzatn All. [ Palma (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin [ Faridpur South (Muhammadan).] 
*Khan, Mr. Kazaur Hahman, hi.. [Dacca Hast Rural (Muham- 
madan). ] 


L 

I Ail Muhammed, ffujt [R:ij*>hahi South (Muhammadan) 1 

Ijaw, Mr. Suren dra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Leeson, Mr. G. W. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Mr. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 


* Deputy Crmxleot, Bengal LugaUiivt Council. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miiier, the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder, kt. c.i.e. (Member 
Executive Council.) ? 

Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Momin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. [Noakhali East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Mookerjee, Mr. Syamaprosad, Bar.-at-Law. (Calcutta University.) 

Mortimer, Mr. II. It. [Itajshahi (European).] 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra, fllooghlv Rural (Xon- 
Muhammadan).] 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. [Midnapore South-East 
(Non-Muhammadan. ] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nag, Babu Suk Eal. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Nag, Reverend B. A. (Nominated Non -official.) 

Naiuly, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasimbazar. (Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce.) 

Naximiiddin, the Hon’ble Mi Khwaja, <• i k. [Minister.] [lkikar- 
ganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. It. (Calcutta Trades Association ) 


0 


Ordish, Mr. J. K. [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Ormond, Mr. K. C. f Presidenc y and Burdwnn ( European).] 

P 

Petre, Mr. B. F. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Philpot, Mr. If. G. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Poddar, Mr. Aminda Mohan. (Bengal Muhajan Sabhn.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunumnn Prosad. [Calcutta West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., i.i.K. (Calcuttn North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. [ Mymensitigh North-West (Muhammadan),] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Itangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. (24-Parganas Rural (Muham- 
madan.)] 
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B«ikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

B*i Mahasai , Munindra Deb. [llooghly Municipal (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Bay, Babu Amulyadhan. f.Tessore South (Non-Muhammadan). ] 

Ray, Babu Khetter Mohan. [Tippern (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Xarayan. b.l. [Rangpur Hast (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi I ai ml holders.) 

Ray, Maharaja Jngndish Nath, of Dinajpur. [ Dinnjpur (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar. m.a. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 
•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’lde Raja Sir Manmatha Nath, kt., of 
Santosh. (Dacca landholders.) 

Ray Chowdhurv, Babu Satish Chandra. [Mvmeiisingh East (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray Chowdhury, Mr. K. (\ (Nominated Non-offiriul.) 

Reid, the Hon’hle Mr. It. N., c.i.k. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Ross, Mr. J. (Indian Tea Association. ) 

Rout, Balm Hoseni. [Midnapore North ( Non-Muhammadan ) ] 

Roy, Babu If nriUuisa. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Jitendra Nath, (dessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Bahu Satyendra Nath [LM-Purgnnas Muniripal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Saileswar Singh. | BunHum North ( Non- Muhammadan). ] 
Roy, Mr Sarat Kumar. ♦ Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy, the H on hie Mr. Bijov Prasad Singh. (Minister.) ( Burdwan 
South ( Non-Mubammadan) ] 

Roy Choudhuri. Babu Hem Chandra. ( Noakhali (Noh-Muliam* 
mudnn). ] 

8 


Saadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [ LM-Purgaim* Municipal (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Sahana, Bahu Satya Kinkar. [Bunkum East (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Samad, Maulvi Abdus. fMurslndahnd < Muhaimnadan . ) ] 

Sarkar, Babu Benod Biburi. (Expert, Nominated. ) 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rehati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen, Mr. B. R. (Nominated Official.) 

Sen, Mr. Girish Chandra. (Expert, Nominated.) 

Sen, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sen Gupta, I)r. Xaresh Chandra. (Mymensingh West (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. (Myrnensingh East (Muhammadan).] 
Singba, Mr. A run Chandra. (Chittagong fundholders.) 


Prwudeot of th* BonfsJ UyiiUttn Couwi). 
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.Singh, Srijut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Sircar, Dr. Sir Nilratan, kt., m.d. [Calcutta South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Solairaan, Maulvi Muhammad. [ Barrackpore Municipal (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Stapleton, Mr. II. K. (Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. II. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

T 

Thomas, Mr. M. I*. (Indian .lute Mills Association.) 

Thompson, Mr. \V. II. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Townend, Mr. 11. P. V. (Nominated Official.) 

Twymirn, Mr. H. .). (Nominated Official.) 


W 

Wilkinson, Mr. II. It., c.i.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Wood head, the Hon hie Mr. J. A . c.i.i:. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Wordsworth, Mr. 1\ . C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 


(Official Report of the Thirty-ninth Session.) 
Volume XXXIX — No. 3. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the loth August, 1931?, at M p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President ithe Hnu'hle Kuju Sir Mwinnu Null It w 
Chai Din Ri, hi., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four lloti'lde Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Ilon'lde Ministers and I OJI nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following member- made an oath ol then allegiance to the 
Crow n : — 

Mr. If. It. Mortimer. 

Mr. B. F. Pet re. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Tho Ranaghat People's Bank. 

*». Mr. iARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) Will the Hon’bl* Minister 
ID charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department l»e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the late Babu Induhbusan Bhaduri mis- 
appropriated a large amount of money from the Itanaghat P eople's 
Bonk and was prosecuted therefor? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'He 
Minister be leased to state— 

(i) when the defalcation was detected; 

(it) when the prosecution was ordered ; and 

(Hi) what steps, if any, are being taken to realise the money? 

(r) Is it* also a fact that at the last annual meeting of the said 
Bank the person who had helped lndu Babu in the defalcation was 
again appointed us the paid Secretary of the Bank with the approval 
and in the presence of the Registrar and Collector-Chairman? 

» 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawah K. C. M. Faroqui, Khan 
Bahadur): (a) No. The late Induhhusan Bhaduri had no connection 
with the llanaghat People’s Bank. 

(h) and (r) l)c> not arise. 

Union Courts in Chittagong. 

•80. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) With reference 
to the reply given to cluuso (el of starred question No. 104 of the 
31sfc July, 1001, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the union 
boards Were reconstituted in Chittagong in the last Bengali year? 

(b) Is it not a fact that there are ns many union courts in the 
districts of Burdwnn, Birhhuni, Bankura. Howrah. 24-Pargnnas, Niulia, 
Jessore, Dacca. Mymensingh, Farid pur, Rajshahi. Bankura and Malda 
as there are union benches? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of establish* 
ing union courts where there are union benches now in Chittagong? 

( il ) If the answer to clause (r) is in the negative, what is the 
reason for not doing so? 

(el Is the Hon' hie Member aware that the public are willing and 
anxious to have union courts in the district of Chittagong? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon»Mt 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (a) Yes 

( h ) Yea. excepting Birbhum and Rajshahi. 

(c) Ye.. 

(<f) Does not arise. 

(i?) The general public have not yet shown any anxiety, but some 
particular members of some union boards are anxious for union court, 
to be established. 
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1SNL] 


W tawing indwtriaa in tin Nuayanganj tubdiviaioA. 

••1. Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODOAR: (,i) In the IWblo 
lCiniater in charge of the Agriculture and Induatrim IVpurtment 

aware — 

(*) that then* is a largo number of won vers engaged in the villages 
of the Nurayavignnj subdivision in the district of Dacca in 
weaving hniidloom*. specially at Mndhalsli, Algi, l’unchumi- 
ghat and Kanchuu, etc. ; 

(**) that the weekly collections from the sulc*proceed* of the 
various sorts of hand-woven cloths only at Madhahdi hat 
amount to about Its. 50.000; 

(mi) lh ft t these weavers, in spite* of their hard labour and skill, 
are unable to make any jwofit owing to exploitation In the 
traders and brokers? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of — 

(0 inquiring into the condition of this weaving industry in the 
Nuruyangunj subdivision; and 

(ti) organising these weavers on a ro-oj>erut ive Imsis? 

Tht Hon’ble Ntwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: (a) (0 

Yes. 

(ti) Government have no information. 

(tii) The weavers an* doubtless exploited bv the tlalals or middle- 
men cajiitalists who finance them and take over their finished product* 
at late* below the market rates. Hut even under these condition* the 
persons engaged in the handloom weaving industry find it profitable 
to carry on their business. 

(h) (i) and fir) In view of the facts stated in the replies to (a) (i) 
and (iii’I Government do not consider it niM«***i»Tv to set up nnv s|*H'iuI 
investigation, but they favour an extension of the policy already Iwing 
followed there, of organising the weaver* and other* engaged in the 
occupation on a co-operative basis. There are 65 weavers' societies in 
the Narayanganj subdivision which work on a credit basis ami which 
are financed l>v the Dacca Co-operative Industrial Cnion, Limited: 
There are also 80 credit societies, the members of which are agrimi- 
turists who have taken up weaving as a subsidiary occupation. These 
societies are affiliated to the Narayanganj Central CVbpemtive Bank, 
limited. The Dacca Co-operative Industrial Union, limited, makes 
such occasional arrangements for the sale of the products of these 
societies as may from time to time lie necessary. 
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[l&np Amu, 

RgJ iahsdtir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he will have an inquiry made by 
the Dacca Co-operative Industrial Union, Limited, regarding t^e adb- 
proceeds of the*? societies? 


The Hon'ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadurs I want 

notice. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will (he Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what practical step* Government have taken in organia- 
ing the*!' industries? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadur: 1 have 
already stated (hut in my reply; I lut\e nothing further to add. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI : On a point of 
information, Sir. Will the lloti'hle Mini-tei be pleased to state whether 
an inquiry was made by the Industrial Union? 


The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, Khan Bahadurs I hare 

already asked for notice. 


Railway atation at Faridpur. 

•88. Rai 8ahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN : («) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works ( Railway* > Department aware 
that the merchants of Faridpur for more than two years have been 
consigning their goods by steamer instead of by railway owing to 
serious incomeiiieiu'c for want of a suitable railway station at Farid- 
pur? 

(h) Will the Hnn’ble Member be pleased to state whether the rail- 
way authorities will take up the proposed construction of a railway 
station at the selected new site in the next dry season? 

(r> If the answer to (/») is in the negative, arc the Government 
considering the desirability of asking the railway authorities to expe- 
dite the construction of the new railway station? 


MIMBCR In Mwrge of PUBLIC W0RK8 (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (the Hen* Me Mr. J. A. Weodh-d): (a) Government have m 
information on this subject. 
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It 


T^h) The coBitmrtion of a slot ion cm a new *it* depends on the 
jmjlibility of the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities obtaining an 
lo V thi?* jwrpose from the Government of Indite. No aunt 
hai been earmarked for this jutrpoee in the current year*# Railway 
Budget, and there* is no jtrospcct of obtaining funds next year. 


(c) In view of the rejily to (6) it will be uaeless at {resent for 
Government to ask the railway authorities to exj»edite the construction 
in question . 


Mdrifi ABUL KAIEM: Ik the Iloirble Member aware that in 
apite of depression, funds are allotted for particular railway construc- 
tion work by the Railway Board and in view of that, will the Hop'lda 
Member be pleased to press the Railway Board for a suitable railway 
station at Faridpur? 


Tht HofYble Mr. d. A, WOODHEAD: 1 ha\e nothing further to 

add to my reply to question lr(. 


Grade pay of the e mplo yee ! of the Bengal Government Preas. 

*83. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in chaige of the Finance Dejsirtmen! l»e {deased to lay on the 
table abatement showing in the years 1919 and 1921 grade pay of 
the- 


ft) Overseers, 

(it) Section-holders, ami 
(tit) the Senior Readers 


of the Bengal Government Presa together with the ba«i# of their daily 
working hours? 


(E) la it a fact that at the time of general revision in 1920 the pay 
of Gie Overseers, Section-holders and the Senior Reader* was increased 
iiflrfhe fta#ia of their working hours was increased from 7 hour# to 10 

*"51 *<*•>!■ 


' m (e) tk it a fact that at preeent the Ovemeem, Section-holders and 
Yho Senior Reader# of the Government Press work 8 hour# a day ? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[ 16 th Aw*,, 


(d) Will th* Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table & 
statement showing for the months from January to June, 1932, the 
attendance of — 

(1) the Overseers, 

(2) the Section-holders, and 
(J) the Senior Headers? 


MEMBER in oharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (Um Hocfbte 

Mr. «l. A. Woodhoad): (a ) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes, except that the regular working hours were increased to 
8 hours. Overtime however is not earned by the officers mentioned 
till after 10 hours. 

(c) Yes, the regular houis of work are 8 hours a day on 5 days 
of the week and 5 hours on Saturday. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of storied question 



No. 63. 

1919. 

*> M (( l/Ht JII 

1921. 

OwruN'in 

K* 

Ha. 


( 1 ) Jot. 

l ir>() 

I 

6 

l 

fi 

(2) Current 

.. u.t 

. . 200 10—300 

(3) (iftxctt* and Pirn** 

so 

. . 200-10-300 

(4) CotUideutuU 


2<K> — 10 — 300 

Section -holiion. 

. . 30—1—35 

. . 100—^—150' 

Hend iWdrr 


J 300- 10— 405 

Selection Grade Rr*dcm 

> 1 25~-~3 — 1 50 

\ 250— H*— J50 


The regular working hours of the Pres* are 8 hours a day on 6 days 
of the week and 6 hours on Saturday, but the above officers *re not 
eligible for overtime allowance till after 10 hour*. 
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Statement referred to in claujr (d) of rtc tlarrtd question No, $3, 

Attexoa^ck or Overseers, Section-holders, Head Reader akd 
Selection Grade Headers for six months from Jaktaxt to 
Jine, 1932. 


Deaiguation. 

Number of da,v* prtment. 

Janu- 

ary. 

i»kv 

Febru- 

ary. 

1932. 

March, 

1932 

Aftnl, 

1932. 

Mav. 

1932 

June, 

1932. 

Mechanical Corn|x»ing () vomer r 

25 

23 

23 

23 

25 

34 

Machine and Binding Ovemeer 

*2 

21 

IK 

19 


21 

Compoarnff Ovemeer 

23 

15 


24 

«* "l 

25 

Section -holder ‘A * 

25 

pV 

23 

llv 

23 

1ft 

* B ’ 

25 


22 

pv 


25 

* ‘tV . . 1 

25 

w*U 

23 

P,.i 

1 

24 

M ‘ I) ' 

20 

15 

14 

24 

25 

24 

„ * K ’ 

23 

22 

22 

24 

25 

24 

„ F ‘ 

25 

23 

22 

23 

25 

24 

„ ' (i * 

“5 

23 

23 

24 

25 

24 

„ • X ’ 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

23 

Sect ion holder, Lmo. and Mono. 

22 

21 

22 

24 

12 


Ditto 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

23 

Section "holder. Distributing 

10 


9 

24 

25 

23 

Head Header 

25 

23 

23 

24 

25 

24 

Selection tirade Header 

25 

23 

19 

21 

24 

23 

Ditto 

25 

23 

23 

24 

23 

24 

* Ditto 

23 

23 

22 

24 

25 

1 


Profeeeor of Physiology in tho Calcutta Mackcal Collage. 

*04. Bobu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) With reference 
to the reply given to starred question No. 161 at the Council meeting 
held on the 23rd March, 1932, will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
thfl I*ocAl Self-Government Department be pleaeed to state whether the 
names of all the candidates were included in the list given by him? 
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Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to tell us if it was a fart that a cow was slaughtered in one 
of these Hindu houses? 

The Hon’We Mr. R. N. REID: I have no information to that effect. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if the Government is prepared to issue instructions 
not to slaughter rows in Hindu houses? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: If they find it necessary, Govern- 
ment will issue surh instruc tions. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that Hindus feel great pain and 
disgrace if rows arc* slaughtered in their houses? 

The Hoffble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir, T suppose so. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
bo pleased to state whether it is a fart that these houses were occupied as 
a measure of punishment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state how the selec tion was made? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 


Superintendents of Government Moslem hostels. 

*87. Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: (n) Will the 

Hcm’bie Minister in charge of the Education Deportment be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether the superintendents of Moslem hostels attached to 
Government colleges reside in the hostels permanently; and 
(m) whether the superintendents of the Government Moslem hostels 
attached to the Islamia College (Calcutta), the Erishnagar 
College and the Hooghly College are members of the teaching 
staff of these three colleges? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) (u> is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Mini » tor be pleastMl to state — 

(i) whether Government are aware that such appointment# of out- 
siders are in violation of the suggestions made by the 
('♦nlcuttn University Commission in their Report, Yol. I, 
Chapter VI, paragraphs 43 and 71, and Rule 12, Section I, 
Chapter IX (page 3GG, line 4 rt 4fr</.) t of the Rengal Edu- 
cation Code, 1931 ; and 

(tt) the number of Moslem lecturers and professor** in each of the 
three colleges referred to in ( <t ) (#71? 


ir) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
remedial measures to make the appointments in the superintendenUhip* 
of the three college Moslem hostels conform to Rule 12, Sertion I, 
Chapter IX, of the Bengal Educuttou Cod", 1931? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (</> (n Y es, unless exempted by the Director 
of Public Instruction nr by a in oth<*r competent authority. 

lii) No, but the assistant superintendent of the Baker Hostel, 
which is attached to tin* I "lamia College, is a member of the' teaching 
staff of that college. 

(b) ( i ) The superintendent of the Baker Hostel is the Head Master 
of the Anglo-IVrsian Department of the madrasah: he was appointed 
in 1919 when it was an unattached hostel. 

The superintendent of the hostel attached to the Hooghly College 
is the senior English teacher of the Hooghly Madrasah. The superin- 
tendent of the joint hostel for the students of the Krishnagar College 
and Collegiate School is the Head Mnulvi of that school. They were 
appointed because there were no suitable teac hers of the colleges will- 
ing to take up the work. 

Government do not consider that in the circumstance's the priii* 


underlying the suggestions 

<1 noted have been 

violated. 

(»'»> 

Number of Moslem 
professors. 

Number of Moslem 
lecturers, 

Islamia College 

. . 5 

12 

Krishnagar College 

... 1 

1 

Hooghly College 

... 1 

1 


(c) Does not arise. 
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CW»h A<», 

Mr. JYANAPROIAB MOOKERJEE: Doe* Minuter 

mean that in thi* Islam i a College there is no one to act as superintendent 
of the hostel attached to the college f 

The Hon’bta Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: 1 never said that. At 
|he time the superintendent was appointed he was not on the teaching 

staff. 

KMn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon ’hie Minister 
aware that with reference to the Krishnagp College, when a member of 
the teaching staff was appointed at an early stage, the experiment was 
not successful? 

Tilt HOfl v bli Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: I have nothing further 
to add. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’hle Minister kindly 
state whether this is definite information, or merely a matter of pre- 
sumption ? 

Thi Hon’bii Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: So far as 1 remember, 
it is based on the report of the Director of Public Instruction, hut I 
cannot say definitely. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the ilon’ble Minister 
consider the desirability of asking one of the professors of the fslamia 
College to he the superintendent of the hostel? 

Thi HOfPbli Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN; The present superin- 
tendent is doing his work <juit“ satisfactorily, and I do not think it 
necessary to make a change. 

9 -15 p.m. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Does the I! on ’hie Minister 
consider it desirable that the assistant superintendent of u hostel should 
be a lecturer in a college, and the superintendent a teacher in a school? 

Thi Hon'bli Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: The superintendent 
is a senior man and belongs to the Bengal Educational Service. 

RiVifind B. A. NAC: Dot'S the ilon’ble Minister know of occasion# 
when the Director of Public Instruction or any other competent authority 
has excused superintendents of hostels from living in the hostels ? 


Thi ItoPhSt Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDOIN: Yea. 
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)|hnM hi MAC I Will the Hon’hle XTlnhter btijfemj to oteia 

whether that ie not eonnidered to he apainst the discipline of the hostel? 

Th« Hon* We Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: In specif cm«». 
stances, a superintendent is justified in living outside the hostel. 


Officers belonging to the beckwtrd classes in the Calcutta Poiica. 

•68. Babu AMULYADHAN RAYS Will the lion’ Me Member 
in charge of the Police Department K* pleaded to state 

(/) how many otticeis belonging' to the backward classes there are 
in the rank of Assistant Commissioner of Police, inspector, 
sub-inspector and assistant sub-inspector of police in the 
Calcutta Police; 

(iM how many up|H>intment* have Ixvn made in those posts since 
the year 1 SlifO ; and 

(iu) how many of them have gone to the backward class candi- 
dates y 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (h None. 

<m) Direct appointments to those jxists were as follow*;- 


Assistant Conimissionei ... None. 

Inspector .. None. 

Sub-inspector r>() 

Assistant sub-inspector 14 

(in) None. 


Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased 
to state the reason why no member of the backward classes has bt»en 
appointed to the Calcutta Police ? 


Tho Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: Presumably, because, they had not 
the necessary qualification*. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Is the Hon’ble MemWr aware that 
there have been qualified candidates freon backward classes since WZ IP 


Tbi Hoft’blo Mr. R. N« REID: I am not aware of it. 



QUE8TI0NS. 


26 


[16th Atm., ■' 


Babu AMUJ.YADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to tell us whether the backward-class candidates will meet with the 
same fate in the future as they did in the past!-' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 


Registration fees on private motor cars. 

*69. Mr. 8. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hoit’hle Member in charge 
of the Police Deportment be pleased to state whether it is tha inten- 
tion of the Government to charge periodic registration fees on private 
motor cars already registered, in addition to the tax levied under the 
Bengal Motor Vehicles Tux Ac t, 1 M2 '? 

(/>) Has t ho attention of the Hon’ble M 'em her been drawn to the 
draft amendment promised to be* made* to Utiles under the Motor 
Vehieles AH, 1914, whereby it is promised to levy a jieriodic regis- 
tration fee on such private* motor euro** 

(r) Are the (Jovernment considering the advisability of dropping 
siirh projHtsai for entailing additional luxation on such curs!- 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: ui) No. (i os eminent propose to 
introduce ft Bill amending section 4 <*/) of tin* Bengal Motor Vehicles 
Tax Act during the* present session and introduction has only lw*en 
delayed landing the sanc tion of the Government of India which has 
just been received. 

(h) and ( c ) Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(tniwert to which were laid down on the table) 
Proom-servcrt. 

32. Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: (a) Is the Hou’hle Member in 
charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that the practice of watching the residence of the Judicial and 

Kxerutive officers by process-servers was strictly prohibited 
in Government circular Xos. 71-93J/D.. dated the 27th 
May, mi : 

(ii) that such practice still obtains at Chittagong, Dacca, Jalmu- 

guri and Kurigram (Rangpur); and 
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(Hi) that process-servers of different statious are every now and 
then petitioning the Government over this particular 
grievance hut to no effect P 

{b) If the answer to to) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for not abolishing the practice completely P 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: «» u> The circular in question 
prohibits the employment of process-servers in household or personal 
work. 

(it) The information is not cornu t. 

(tit) No such petition from any prores*.-M*i ver was received by 
Government. 

(0) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi A1IZUL HAQUE: Will the llon'ble Member 
be pleased to state the numbei of petition** of pro< ess-servers pending 
before Government P 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am utiaid it would take me some 
time to add them up. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the llon'hle Member 
be pleased to state how mun\ petition- In* has ? >rened from the process- 
servers during the la-t two vearsP 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 must u-h for notice of that question. 


Leprosy in Bankura. 

33. Babu 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: «n Is the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware that 
it has been stuted that Bankura is the worst district in the whole of 
the province regarding the evil of leprosy P 

[In If the answer to (tn is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken or are taking for the improvement of the jMeotmnP 

The Hon'bia Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: ta\ Yes. 

(b) Government make to the Bankura I^eper Home an annual 
capitation grant which during the last three years hn§ amounted to 
the following: — 



Its. 

1929 

... 9,240 

1930 

... 9,000 

1931 

... 9,662 



IS 
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They have made the following gxjante to the Bengal Branch of the 
British Empire Leprosy Association for general anti-leprosy work in 
the province : — 


193041 

1931 - 32 

1932 - 33 


Rs. 

6,490 

2,884 

6,564 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister he pleased to state whether there are statistics to show the 
number of lepers in each district in Bengal ? 

The HOfl’bla Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, there is none. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Ilon ble 
Minister be pleased to state what is the basis of t he information on 
which the statement regarding t lie incidence of leprosy in the district 
of Bankura was prepared!' 

Tha Hovt’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There was a 
survey a few years back and this statement has been taken from the 
report of that survey. 

Khali Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Are the figures available 
in the census report? 

Tha HofYbJa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They are not 

complete. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Hon ble 

Miuister be pleased to state whether any survey has been completed 
in the other districts of Bengal? 


Tha HoftWa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. not in all. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: In that case how 

it can be said that Baukura is the worst district in Bengal so far a a 
leprosy is concerned ? 


Tha Hoft’Ma Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYf At the tima 

the figures were compiled, it was considered to be the worst. 
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BMni BATYA KINKAft BAHAMA: Is it not a fact that leprosy 
wm shown in “coloured light” and that Bankura got the darkest 
colour? 


The Hoft’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Exactly so. 

Ilai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: The Hon’ble 
Minister has stated that no survey has been earned out in regard to 
leprosy in Bengal. ill be be plea>ed to state if any comprehensive 
survey will be carried out in the future? 

4 The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 never said that: 
what I said was that survey was earned out. but it was not complete. 


The Provincial Revenue. 

34. Maufvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: «n Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on (be 
table a statement showing, year b\ year, for the Inst three years 

( i ) the provincial revenue received from Bengal; 

(it) the revenue received district b\ district; and 

(fit) the reasons that led to the fall in revenue? 

(ft) Has it lieen ascertained as to whether this fall is due partly to 
the non-production of agricultural products and partly to the fall in 
price? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Bengal is being threatened 
by famine? 

(r/) If the answer to (cl is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member lie pleased to state- what steps, if any, Government propose to 
take in the matter? 

Tltt Hon’IM# Mr. J. A. WOOOHEAO: (a) (n t (hi) and (h) The 

information will l»e found in the late Finance Memlier’* speeches on 
the introduction of the budgets for 1931-32 and 1932-3*3 and in the 
Bengal Financial Statement for those years. 

(a\ (it) The information is not available and could not lie obtained 
without a laborious inquiry which Government regret they are not 
prepared to undertake. 

(<r) Na. 

(d) Does not arise. 
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Olaasifloation of Sudhindr* Kumar Ray of Mymonslngh. 

35. Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Is the Hon'We 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department aware that the 
rule now embodied in the Jail Code, correction slip No. 77, has not 
been followed in practice in some cases? ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Sudhindra Kumar Ray of Mymensingh, who 
was placed in division I while under trial, has, upon conviction, been 
in division III in contravention of the said rule? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (JAIL8) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon'ble Sir Provath Chunder Mitter): (a) No. The trying 

magistrates follow the revised rules of the Jail Cotie. 

(b) Yes, but on his representation Government have recently placed 
him in division II. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed.] 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, may I have your leave to move a short-notice 
amendment that after clause IT {!) (n the following be inserted: — 

“Provided that the number of appointed commissioners shall in 
no case exceed one-half of the total number of the commis- 
sioners of tlie municipality”? 

It will be remembered that last Friday my friend Balm Satish 
Chandra Ray Chowdhurv and others moved a similar amendment to 
the effect that the number should in no case exceed one-third. Then 
Mr. Narendrn Kumar Basil moved that it should in no case exceed two- 
fifths. These were lost, but Government said that they were prepared 
to accept an amendment to the effect that it should in no cane exceed 
one-half. For this reason, I move this amendment; otherwise the Bill, 
as it stands, will give the Government unlimited power to nominate 
any number of commissioners. I, therefore, hope Government will 
see their way to accept this amendment hut will as a rule nominate 
less than one-half. That is the wish of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow that amendment to be moved. 

Tt* Hon’bt# Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have much 

pleasure in accepting the amendment. I consulted the leader of the 
European group because they are the people who are primarily interested 
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ifl the formation of industrial constituencies ; they are all agreeable to it 
and Government have much pleasure in accepting it. 

«fjThe motion of Mr. 8. M. Bose was then put and agreed to. 

. Mr. C. C. COOPER: Sir, with your permission I would like to move 
'fey |unendment in an amended form. It reads as follows:— 

**(<!) that in clause IT {1) (/), line 1. for the word 'nominated* the 
word 'appointed* be substituted; and 

( b ) that after clause 17 (7i the following !«» inserted, namely: — 

{la) In any municipality where the number of appointed commis- 
sioners is increased or where any industrial constituency is 
constituted in th • manner mentioned in clause (i) of sub- 
section (/), the appointment of such commissioners, or the 
election of commissioner* from *uch constituency, as the ease 
may be, shall he made from among persons directly concerned 
in or connected with mu Ii industry or industries." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I allow you to move \our amendment in the 
amended form. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Sir, during the <oui*e of tin> debate on this 
clause 17. we liav • heard expressed (onsidcrahic mistrust of industrial 
municipalities. I honesth feel that tins mistrust is misconceived, and 
I dein most empliut jcnllv the allegation that the industries wish to 
swamp the municipalities for their own selfish ends. Nnihati Munici- 
pality in which I am clucth in t«*i -sted. has IN riiiiiniissioiiei s of whom 
12 are elected and f> nominated. Tile < hitirmun has been always elected 
and since 1 HOT, except for one period, the elected rhairmuu has been 
out of the muriugets of the mills Xaihati Municipality has always 
ranked high m Go\ernment reports, a* being one of the best run 
municipal i ties in Beugul. To the best of m\ belief and knowledge, 
there has never been an occasion when the interests of the mills and 
the interests of the inhabitant* have * lashed. It is to the interest 
Of all ronceru*'d to have an efficient municipality. The interests of 
the inhabitants of the municipalities and the interests of the indus- 
tries are identical in maintaining an efficient municipality, as an effi- 
cient municipality means the well-being of all the inhabitants of the 
municipality. After all, if it had not been for the industries which 
have made the municipalities, there would have been no municipalities 
worth the name! Who have made, created, supported and fostered the 
civic spirit in industrial municipalities*' The Industrie#! Who are the 
largest tax-payers . fr The industries! In the ease of Xaihati, the mill# 
pay 31$ per cent, of the total tax demand, and surely it is a well- 
founded *maxim that he who pays the piper ha* the right to call the 
tune. Th© industries carry the municipalities on their shoulders as 
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apart from being the largest tax-payer*, without who** taxes the munici- 
pal Hie* could not exist, the industries spend money in providing 
amenities for the benefit of the municipalities. We give water-supply,* 
money for drainage. We support schools. We are the father and 
mother of the municipalities. Like the great majority of parents, we 
take an honest pride and pleasure in our creation. This pride is tW 
reason of my amendment. We do not wish to see our work of many 
years spoilt, upset, hampered by outsiders, who have no real stake or 
interest in our municipalities. We do not want any carpet baggers. We 
do not want any professional politicians, whose sole interest in life is 
their own iuterest. We want our representatives to be men, who have 
a real stake, a real interest in the progress and well-being of our munici- 
palities, and for this reason T confidently commend my amendment to 
the favourable consideration of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I have much 
pleasure in accepting the amendment of Mr. Cooper in an amended 
form. The object of the amendment is that nomination should be 
given to people enguged in industries and industrial conoems. 

3-30 p.m. 

ftabu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: While not objecting to this 
amendment — in fact I accord my support to it — I must protest against 
some of the needlessly provocative statements made hv Mr. Cooper. 
Kir, Mr. Cooper introduced, absolutely without any relevancy, the 
question of professional politicians. I may tell him that it is nof a 
question of professional politicians coming into the municipalities, it is 
a question of securing adequate representation for the householder — 
ratepayers who ought to have a say in the matter. Mr. Cooper quoted 
the maxim that he who pays the piper has the right to call for the 
tune. Accepted. Hut let us see how the principle works out in the 
case of these municipalities. The Hon’ble Minister spoke yesterday 
about the Oarulia Municipality. That municipality is composed solely 
of nominated commissioners. There are ten nominated commissioners, 
of whom seven belong to the mills; and, therefore, in equity and justice 
the proportion of rates and taxes paid by them ought to be 70 per cent. 
In that area there are only two mills, namely, the Shamnagar Jute 
Mill and the Dunbar Cotton Mill. Well, the mill people pay 83 per 
-cent, of the rates while the householders and other ratepayer* pay QjS 
per cent. But these householders have to be content with three mem-' 
hers while the mill people get six members, i.r., they have been absorb- 
ing GO per cent, of the number of commissioners. It is against this 
injustice that we protest. It is not professional politicians, but 
tha mill people consisting of a migratory and floating population who 
have ao intereat in the soil, who want to exercise and monopolise the 
power which should belong to the householders and other ratepayers; 
end it is against ibis injustice that we protest. 



HP] 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir. I .hould like to m v v «o»<w 
j on this amendment. The Hon 'hie Minister mentioned the rouniei- 
pafitie# of Tittagar, Oantlia and Gouripur. AH these municipalities 
and which arc on this side of the Ganges are mill municipalities. I 
would also refer to Naihati and Kamarhuti which have Ixmmi enjoying 1 
franchise for a long time. In these places there are also nominated 
commissioners ; hut on the strength of this particular clause, that is, 
clause 17, the number of nominated commissioners might he increased. 
I would alko mention Ilishra, Chumpdani and llhadreawar municipalities 
on the other side of the river. Thea* three municipalities have lw*en 
enjoying for a long time franc lose with two-third* elected and ouo-third 
nominated commissioners. Of course there are one or two prosperous 
industrial concerns such as jute mills, etc , there. But l am afraid, 
if the number of nominated commissioner** is increased in any of these 
municipalities, it would jeopardise the representation of ratepayers who 
pay a considerable amount ot intes. I am, therefore, of opinion tliat 
there should not he any clause empowering the increase of nominated 
members in the*** municipalities. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: So, ! (eel that the last two speakers have 
somewhat tui-under stood the point of the amendment which has been 
proposed. 1 he am uniment refer* only to the municipal commissioners 
who will l>e appointed to represent industries. The ijuestion as to what 
the proportion should he has ulieadv been settled, namely, it will not be 
more than on**-half* at least there will he one-half elected members. 
The amendment is intend - d <>nl\ to appl\ in the case of "industry" 
members and the suggestion i* that the nominated members, or the 
members elected from an industrial constituent, must he actually con- 
nected with the industry 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The ,,ue stum before the House is — 

(ft) that in clause 17 t/i fr), line 1, for the word "nominated" the 
word "upjminted" 1 m* substituted: and 

{hi that alter clause 17 if), the following be mseited, namely: — 

"(/o> In an> muni* ipalitv where the number of appointed 
commissioner* is increased or where any industrial 
constituency is constituted in the manner mentioned 
in elause nt of *uh-**ction {!), the appointment of 
sueh commissioners, or the election of commissioner* 
from such constituency, as the case may he, shall be 
made from person* directly concerned in or conueeted 
with such industry or industries." 

Th# motion was put aud agreed to. 

3 
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MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAH AMI; Sir, I beg to move that after 
clause 17 (/) (t) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that no order under this sub-clause shall be made except 
on an application being made through the chairman of the 
municipality by the majority of the industrial concerns and 
labours concerned." 


Sir, the object of my amendment is that Government should not take 
the initiative. It should only be conceded when there is any demand 
for it by the majority of the industrial concerns and labours concerned. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment which is absolutely unworkable. Is it the 
intention of ltui Muhasai that there should he a plebiscite before the 
Government decide this question? 

The motion of Munindra Deb If ai Mahasai was then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 17, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 17 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question is that clause 17A stand part of the 
Bill. 


The Moft’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAO SINGH ROY: 1 beg to move 
that for clause 17A the following be substituted: — 

“17A. (/) The Local Government shall by rule provide for 'the 

representation of a minority community within a municipality by reserv- 
ing seats for it among those to which commissioners are to be elected 
under section 15 or section 16. The number of seats so reserved shall be 
in accordance with the proportion borne by such community to the total 
population of the municipality according to the latest census. 

(#) No person belonging to a minority community for which seats 
are reserved under sub-section {!) shall, if eligible for election as a com- 
missioner, be disqualified by the operation of this section from elec- 
tion to any seat not so reserved. 
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Explanation . — The Local Government ehall determine whether any 
community in a municipality shall be deemed to be a minority com- 
munity for the purposes of this section. 1 * 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY* On a point of order, Sir. 
Can the Ilon’ble Minister place before the House an amendment of this 
nature at this stage Y 


Mr. PRESIDENT: W liv not Y He lias done so with my permission. 
I can accept any amendment on short notice and even without notice. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHAR ESWAR RAY: M> point is whether au 
important amendment of thin mituie should be sprung on this House at 
this stage. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is an argument. I have udinitt 'd this ns 
I was given to understand that it was the result of a prolonged cotnersa- 
tion between the Ilon’ble Minister and the party -lenders. Besides, it 
is proper that when the House 1 * considering a Bill, which may hereafter 
become an Act, every reasonable opportunity should be given to mem- 
bers to improve its provisions. You must have noticed that ! am 
giving »ud» u facility whenever possible. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: While presenting 

the report of the Select (’ommittee, I mentioned that though l wan 
extremely nervous about the prospect of a compromise on this question 
of minority representation, still 1 said that I was quite hopeful that my 
appeal to the Hindu and Moslem leaders would not go in vain. 1 am 
glad to announce that my expectations have been more than realised. 
The Hindu and Moslem leaders have agreed to come to a solution 
of thia difficult problem and it is this agreed decision that has been 
embodied in the amendment which I have just moved. The question 
qi minority representation is most acute in Bengal, but the patriotic 
endeavours of my friends, the Hindu and Muhammadim leaders of 
thia House, have solved this question. Bengal has given a real lead 
to the rest of India in this matter as she did in other things in the 
past, and let me hope that this is the beginning of the end of com- 
munalism. The question has Wn very satisfactorily solved and it 
will, I hope, be acceptable to the members of all sections of the House 
in the same spirit in which it has been devised. I hope it will be 
acceptable to the hon’ble mem hers of this House as well as to the people 
outside. With these few words, I commend my motion to the accept- 
ance of this House. 



96 GOVERNMENT BILL. [16th Au».., 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I will now read out the amendment. That for 
clause 17A the following be substituted : — 

“17A. (!) The Local Government shall by rule provide for the 

representation of a minority community within a municipality by 
reserving seats for it among those to which commissioners are to be 
elected under section 15 or section 16. The number of seats so reserved 
shall be in accordance with the proportion borne by such community 
to the total population of the municipality according to the latest 
census. 

(2) No person belonging to a minority community for which seats 
are reserved under sub-section (/) shall, if eligible for election as 
a commissioner, he disqualified by the operation of this section from 
election to any seat not so reserved. 

Explanation . — The I/ocal Government shall determine whether anv 
community in a municipality shall lie deemed to he a minority com- 
munity for the purposes of this section.” 

3-45 p.in. 

Rii Bahadur Dr, HARIDHAN DUTTs I rise to a point of order. 
May I suggest that this item might he held o\er till to-morrow, and 
in the meantime we can pro* eed with our work, so that members mav 
have vl hours time to he reudv with then opinion regarding the pro- 
posal that has been made}' 


Mr, PRESIDENT: I hat is nut a point of order. It is a mere sug- 
gestion and 1 do not know if the Hon hie Minister will agree to it. 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. BlilOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have discussed 

this matter threadbare during t he last tew days with the lenders 
both of the Hindus and the Muhammadans. This amendment embodies 
their agreed decision, so l do not see nu\ justification for postponing 
the discussion of this amendment. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: As the Hon ble Minister 
does not agree to our suggestion, I have no option hut to oppose the 
amendment. There are other amendments regarding clause I7A which, 
1 understand, will be taken up later on. It is a very painful duty to 
me to oppose the motion, but it is a duty that must be done. The 
IIou hie Minister has said that he has consulted leaders of the Hindu 
and Muhammadan communities and has come to an agreed decision I 
do not know whom he has consulted behind the back of this Council and 
behind the hack of the Select Committee; perhaps in his own house oi 
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is hia office room at Writer#’ Building*. The public at large have no 
information on the subject. The people of Bengal have had no oppor- 
tunity of considering the matter; the press too has had no inkling of 
this matter at all and without giving an opportunity for such an expres- 
sion of opinion, the Hon'ble Minister comes forward and says that he 
has achieved the impossible and that he has been able to get at a sort 
of compromise agreeable to all parties. 


Mf. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: On a point of order. May I 
inquire whether the discussion of the Hon’ble Minister** amendment 
will shut out discussions on other amendments to clause 17A? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It depends on the fate of the am**ndment now 
before the House? 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: We ha \<» several amendments, 
20 ( d-'J’tb, all proposing the omission of this clause ami they, I think, 
ought to come first before the amendment of the Hon’ble Minister. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: If the amendment now before you is carried, 
the amendment* uni mention a ill fall to the ground automatically, not 
otherwise. 


Mr. 8HANTI SHE K HARES WAR RAY: 1 submit, Sir, that the 
Hon’ble Munster has displayed at this stage a very regrettable attitude 
of mind in dealing with this subject. Healing with the amendment, 
as it stands, I find that all the power is given to the I/ocal Government 
in this matter. It is tin* Lo< ul (buernment that will decide the pro- 
portion in the different munu ipalities. It is the Local Government 
that will select the number of Hindu or Muhammadan members of a 
municipality according to the population in the different munici- 
palities. Sir, the members of municipalities are not now elect- 
ed on a population basis; thev are elected on other basis. 
It would have been fair if the prn|H>rtion was fixer! on the basis 
of the voting strength and not on population . Then, again, I do not 
see any necessity of making such a provision at all, because we have 
already provided that safeguards of the interests of minorities will bo 
effected by nomination, and if, as a result of election, any unfair ad* 
vantage is likely to be taken by a particular community, Government 
have the power to adjust these things by their power of nomination. 
Again, why should there be this additional clause alaint the representa- 
tion of different communities? I consider, Sir, that election should 
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be held on the basis of joint electorate. Sir, only the other day this 
House by a majority decided in favour of joint electorate and I 
need not repeat those arguments once again to prove that in the interest 
of nationalism there should not be such reservation of seats. These 
are the arguments that appear to me at the moment, and I admit- that 
they are more or less criticisms of an uninformed character, because I 
was not prepared to deal with such an amendment to-day. 

Bftbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, this amendment has been 
sprung upon us this afternoon and bow it has been sprung upon us, 
I shall show. In the Note of Dissent by the Ilon’ble Minister we find 
that regarding clause 17A he says: “I consider that this clause, as 
inserted by the Select Committee, is vague and will he unworkable and 
1 propose to uio\e a suitable amendment in due course.” This is, 
Sir, what he noted in his dissent, but we do not find any amendment 
tabled by the II on 'hie Minister before. The last that we heard about 
this amendment was that some negotiations were going on to come to 
a compromise. Sir, we owe some duty to ourselves, to our constituen- 
cies and to the general public ut large. We find also that copies of 
this amendment have not been supplied to all the members except two 
or three copies. The llon’ble Minister do *s not consent to postpone the 
debate on this particular clause, ami there are as many as 2c amend- 
ments tabled for the deletion of this clause, as also several amend- 
ments by way of substitution for clause 17A as inserted by the Select 
Committee. One member of the Select Committee has pertinently 
characterised this as having been inserted by a fiuke, so that, con- 
sidering all these circumstances and in spite of the Minister anticipat- 
ing this, he did not think it his worth while to send in an amendment 
in proper time. As a momentous announcement is expected in course 
of day after to-morrow, this matter should not have been put forward 
in such a hurry and this will cause great disadvantage to us. 


Mr. 4. H. GUPTA: I congratulate the Hon’ble Minister on his 
having brought about a compromise iu a matter which has divided 
members of this House very acutely. I must confess, however, that 
the time given us for consideration of this amendment is very, very 
short. We have heard the llon’ble Minister to say that he has con- 
sulted leaders of both the parties. Of course I do not pretend to be a 
leader, and I had no knowledge that negotiations were going on 
regarding this matter. The first difficulty that strikes me is this: under 
what circumstances is Government going to exercise this power. Of 
course I would not enter into u discussion on this point, but I strongly 
support the suggestion which has been made and I think that the House 
should be given a little time to consider the amendment and that in the 
meanwhile the amendment should be circulated. 
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Mftlftlvi ABUL KAtlMs The Hon‘ble Minister in moving the amend* 
Mat has said that this was one of the most difficult problems in the 
whole Bill and on it depended the success of the Bill as a whole. I join 
with Mr. J. N. Gupta in offering my congratulations to the Minister 
on his having brought about an amicable settlement. I might further 
add that this settlement has been arrived at by following a policy of 
give-and-take on both sides. My friends have said that there have been 
tabled 36 motions for deleting clause 1TA, but if they look through the 
agenda they will find that there are motions also for re-inserting section 
18 ( 2 ) which was the original draft in the Government Bill. That gave 
the minority communities the right of eleeting a proportionate number 
of commissioners by separate electorate. What the original Bill pro- 
posed was that the minorities should not only he represented on the 
municipalities in proportion to their population but that minorities should 
also represent the definite opinion of minority communities, unmter- 
fered with, and uninfluenced by, the majority. That was a recommen- 
dation which was not acceptable to some of our countmnen ami so the 
Select Committee by a majority deleted this paragraph from the original 
Bill. 1 am one of those who have given notice for re-inserting this 
clause [18 (^i ] and we stick to our guns, but 1 must say that it was 
due entirely and mainly to the personality and reasonableness of the 
HonTde Minister that a compromise in the matter could l»e brought 
about, and he not only deserves our congratulation but also great credit 
for it. The Ilon’ble Minister has said that by this arrangement nmi by 
this settlement we will give a lead to the rest of India, as Bengal has 
often given the lead to the rest of India tn the good old days. I submit, 
Sir, that we look upon this compromise as a move in the right direction 
no doubt, hut this *•* to he a test and a crucial test of the nationalism of 
this country and the province. If we find that this sort of joint elec- 
torate with reservation of seats is a success and it can he worked without 
any prejudice to the minorities, then it will be time enough to say that 
this specification and reservation should he abolished. Then it will ha 
time to ask the other parts of India also to follow our lead. 

My friend Mr. Khunti Shek hares war Hay has opposed this amend- 
ment on two grounds. The first and foremost ground is the ground of 
nationalism. I cannot understand whut sort of nationalism is meant by 
my friend when he would deny a minority com m unity even a propor- 
tionate representation in civic matters on the self -governing bodies in 
the province. Nationalism does not mean that minorities will have 
to sink their existence and theininterests for the benefit of the majority. 
The second objection is that everything is left to Government, but I 
want to know who will deride, if not government, whether a particular 
community is a minority community or a majority community, (A 
voice: Number will decide.) Yes, the latest census report will decide 
what in their number, the Minister cannot declare a community to be 
a majority or a minority community without reference to the cenatta 
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report. He will have to decide whether a particular minority is suffi- 
ciently important to deserve reservation of seats or not; that is my read- 
ing of the Minister’s amendment. These are things which must be left 
to Government. 

Another objection — I think a strong and valid objection — has been 
raised, that this motion has been brought forward without notice and 
was not circulated and the members have received it with surprise. 

4 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Minister has said that lie has consulted the leaders of 
all communities. So far us I understand, he has consulted a good many 
of the Muhammadan leaders and their followers. I was one of those 
who were consulted. I think, we, the Mussulmans on this side of the 
House, agreed to the amendment after a good deal of discussion and 
only as a compromise and through the efforts of the Hon’ble Minister; 
and knowing as we do that the Hon’ble Minister meant to bring 
about good feeling between the two communities and would try to see 
as long us he holds office that no injustice was done to the minorities, 
on that assurance we gave our consent and approval to the draft. 
Secondly, we thought that it was time that we should do something 
to test the nationalism of the people of Bengal and the people of India 
and this will be a real and honest test, and not a theoretical test, of 
the slogans of nationalism, patriotism and self-government, on which 
w*c have to go and there will be u practical measure before the country 
as to whether in exercising their votes at the polling stations the 
citizens of Bengal are actuated by patriotic and civic sense; and that 
will be the test. If God willing we succeed in the test and we find 
that we are making no distinction of caste, cre^d or colour, then it 
will be time for the grant of universal suffrage and the removal of all 
these distinctions. But, as the llon’hle Minister says, it is not yet, 
and the question is, and nobody can deny it, that in spite of the loud 
talks of nationalism, the feeling to-day between the Hindus and Muham- 
madans is vetv keen and m ute, and we cannot shut our eyes to the fact. 
However much we may deploie it, it must be said to the credit of my 
young friend, the Hon’ble Minister for Self-Government, that even in 
tht'se times, when feelings are running so high, he has been able to 
bring about a settlement which is acceptable to all sensible men on both 
•ides of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I know if the Moslem group in the Hoqm 
wish me to postpone the consideration of this amendment ? 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, if you would permit me, I would 
like to say a few word* later on. 1 would like to hear what my friend# 
on my right have got to aay. 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: Would Mr. N. K. Basu please tell me what hia 
side of the House thinks? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAfc BASU: Sir, I do not want to have any 
responsibility myself. So far as I understand, the proposed amendment 
has been talked about a good deal during the last few days, but 
probably the members, who did not set* the draft earlier, might like to 
have a little more time to consider it. I think a little more time would 
be helpful towards the solution of this problem. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you ask for postponement. I should now 
like to have the views of Mr. J. N. Basil's party. 

Bibtl JATINDRA NATH BASU: The main idea of the amendment 
has been before a largo number of members for a long time and tho 
amendment, as it is worded, does not bring m any new issue, It is, 
therefore, hardly necessary that further time should he allowed to con- 
sider the question. But perhaps some member# might want to 
reconsider the matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I want your opinion, as the leader of your party 
in the House. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: I do not consider. Sir, that further 
postponement i* required. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What has the nationalist group g<»t to sav in tho 
matter? 


BftbU SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Sir, our party 
members have not seen the amendment. So from our point of view I 
think it would be better if a little more time be grunted. This matter 
ought to be umirahiy settled for the benefit of all and it will be a 
triumph, if I may say so, if we can settle it and it will redound to tho 
credit of all parties. 

Khtn Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINl Sir, may I m»k 
what sort of postponement my friends on that side of the House want? 
I« it for half an hour or more? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the idea that we should take it up to-morrow P 
I should now like to hear Mr. Thompson on behalf of the European 
group. 
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Mr. W. H» THOMPSONS Sir, a good deal has been said on this 
matter. We do not in our country put off a thing for to-morrow if it 
can be done to-day. 

Thn Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS Sir, as I said 
before, I was not alone responsible for drafting this amendment; all the 
party lenders including Mr. J. N. Basu, Mr. X. K. Basu and Mr. B. 
C. Chatterjeo were there and it was Mr. N. K. Basu who was primarily 
responsible for settling the final draft. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I do not approve of this 
amendment. 

THg Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I may state, Sir, 
that no comma or fullstop was changed without his approval and con- 
tent. As regards the group of Mr. B. C. Chatterjee, I may state, for 
the information of his party, that Mr. Chatterjeo was there, he took 
part in tin* drafting and he fully approved of it. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Sir, 1 submit that a short adjourn- 
ment might be allowed till after prayer time. The feeling on this 
aide of tin* House is that if we allow a contentious matter like this to 
stand over till to-morrow, one does not know what will happen in 24 
hours. It is a matter for compromise and I think we have conn* to a 
compromise. I think the feeling on this side of the House is that the 
matter be postponed for half an hour. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 adjourn the House till 4-40 p.m. 

[At 4-10 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-40 p.m.] 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The amendment proposed by the Hou’lde Minis- 
ter is uow before the House. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, during the recess which 
you so kindly allowed us, we have discussed the amendment of the 
Hon’ble Minister. Though I must say that the whole amendment is 
not acceptable to all the members of the House — I am speaking spe- 
cially on behalf of the members on this side of the House — they are 
agreed in the larger interests of the country to accept the amendment 
proposed by the Hon’ble Minister with a slight alteration which, by 
your leave, I may be allowed to move, that is to say, in the second linn 
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after the word “community”, the words ‘‘Hindu or Muhammadan 1 ’ be 
inserted. 

We shall accept the Hon’ble Minister’s amendment if he agrees to 
accept the slight alteration I have proposed. 

ftthu AMULYADHAN RAY: Sir. I would like to move a short* 
notice amendment with your permission if this amendment is accepted 
by the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W c need not go into that now. Has the Hon'hle 
Minister any objection to accept Mr. Basil’s amendment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 am 
sorry I cannot accept it. I find that there is considerable difficulty in 
making the definition exhaustive; so I would leave the amendment as it is 
and I think that is the opinion of the majority of this House. I consulted 
the party leaders; I consulted tin* members of the Hindu and Muham- 
madan groups and they are all against it except a very few\ 

4-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Now, we will admit Mr. Bn*n'» amendment. 
There me now two amendments before the House. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: 1 would remind the House that this is 
a very great du> in the history of this Bengal Legislative (’mined, fhe 
day on which Hindus and Muhammadans hi spite of all their differences 
have uctuallv been able to agree on this question of a joint electorate. 
It is the first great thing that lias been achie\ed h\ us, Bengalees, since 
the Battle of lMassey which was fought and lost because the Hindus and 
Moslems of Bengal had failed to agree. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you ought to stress that point in 
discussing the amendment now before the House. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Now the British have come forward 
with a very sporting proposal, ami have given us a chance of agreeing 
and governing Bengal owe again. And for the first time, this evening 
we, Hindus and Muhammadans, have met without colliding, and actually 
introduced the principle of a joint electorate. 1 have no doubt that this 
will soon he introduced into the local hoards and district hoards, and in 
no time will he accepted everywhere. I am hearing a cry that there 
never were communal electorates in the Bengal Municipal Bill. Bui 
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we have had this Bill for the last 50 years; it is an ancient piece of 
legislation ; and it is only in recent times, owing to the Britisher agree- 
ing to part with t he reality of power, t hat the cry for communal elec- 
torates has gone up and been increasing in intensity. In spite of 
Mr. Samad, for whom 1 have the greatest respect and admiration, I 
know, and we all know, that the majority of my Muhammadan friends 
are clamouring for separate electorates. But to-day we have witnessed 
the spectacle of our Muhammadan friends by a deliberate and self- 
denying Ordinance, giving up their insistence on separate electorates. 
I do ask my Hindu countrymen to look at it from the point of view of 
the followers of my Moslem friends opposite who will have to get them 
to accept this proposal. They will be abb* to tell their followers that 
they are giving up separate electorates no doubt, but that, on the other 
hand, they are gaining to the e.\tent that instead of the privilege being 
reserved to ratepiiN ers only, every Muhammadan citizen of a town will 
get the rigid to vote (Cries of “No, no; he does not get the right of 
voting”.) and to that extent, he is going to he a determining factor 
in determining the proportion in which the Muhammadan shall obtain 
franchise in a puiticular town. You must give them that little chance 
successfully to persuade the majority of the followers to give up their 
insistence on separate electorates. On the other hand, 1 see in it, Sir, 
a chance for the Hindus of East Bengal. I take it, that once my 
Muhammadan friends accept this principle in the municipalities, they 
will be bound to extend it to the other self-governing bodies. I have 
too much faitli in tin* sen*c of “cricket” possessed b\ my Muhammadan 
friends, to think that they would deny us, when the Local Self-Govern- 
ment Bill conies up for consideration, the privilege which we are now’ 
willing to extend to them. We are on the eve of real self-government, 
and I appeal to m\ Hindu brethren, both from point of view above 
indicated, and from the point of view of East Bengal Hindus in relation 
to the Cocul Self-t io\ eminent Bill to give up their cry for separate 
electorates and to accept the proposal of the Minister. I conclude with 
an appeal to my friend Mr. N. K. Bu*u to withdraw his amendment. 
He knows that once he introduce* the words “Hindu or Muhammadan”, 
I can see my friends to my left and m front, -pnnging up and moving 
further amendments, with the result that the whole tiling will become 
impossible. With these few words, f commend the Hon’ble Minister'* 
amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: We have reached one of the moat 
crucial [mints in our discussion of this Bill, and I am glad that the 
Hon’ble Minister has Wen able to evolve a formula which claims to 
represent the greatest common measure of agreement amongst the 
representatives in this Council of the various communities in 
this country. This, in itself, is no mean achievement; and I congra- 
tulate the lion’ hie Minister on having achieved a task which has hitherto 
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baffled the combined wisdom of the leaders of all political parties in 
India. But at the same time, I wish to make it abundantly clear that 
til® contribution of the Moslem members of this House to this compro- 
mise has not been of inconsiderable value. For the last few days, we 
have discussed and rediscu**sed, drufted am] redrafted amendment after 
amendment, but throughout these diM*us*don*i we have always adhered 
to our decision that we are not going, so fur as this Bill is concerned, to 
press our case for separate electorate. All the discussions have pro- 
ceeded on the basis of the acceptance by the Mussulman rommuuitv of 
the system of joint electorate, and all that we have insists! on has been 
that the reservation of neats should he sufficient to give us a certain fair 
proportion of members w lm « ill In* t mined m »iur affair*, so as to be able 
to take their proper share in the administration of our common couutiy. 
Sir, we, the Mussulmans, are generally branded a* a band of fanatics 
to whose sense of connnnnali*m the claims of patriotism can never make 
a successful appeal. This is the idea prevalent throughout, but I wish 
to say only one word in this connection, ami it is this that if, at any 
time, we h;»\ e pressed foj sepaiatc clcctoiatc or toi lesenutum of seats, 
we have done so more m self-detent e than to wrest power from t h«* hands 
of i it hei s We know/ S it. tknt the' introduction cd self-government m 
India means t ho transformer of power to our Hindu htethren to the 
extent of fifteen annas two pice in the rupee. We do not grudge them 
that, but we want to have half a jure fur tin* dopte***c*d < hisses also, 
(Laughter.) We onlv want a certain share of the residue* that is left 
in order that w'o nun also take our share in the administration, not as 
Mussulmans, but as Indians and ns children of fin* soil, It is not a 
mere verbul statement that I am making, but I can prove from fac ts, 
Sir, that whenever the time has come*, Islam has always come forward 
to make tin* necessary sacrifice. We know, Sit, that a compromise 
between Hindus and Mussulmans is absolutely needed for tin* good of 
India. It would be a great vic tory if w»* can bring about this great 
achievement. All great measurer* retpiin* sacrifice ami we arc* pro* 
pared to make our share of the* sacrifice', if in this House*, we had 
pressed the amendment for separate electorate, what would have le*en 
the result ? We would have made* r*pec*chrs aft«*r sp ec lies, we would 
have abused the exponent* of one *vsteti» or tin* other, and we would 
have made a strong appeal to the ('abiriet, not to *it tight in their 
seats at the time of voting, hut to come and east their vote with us. 
But we know that it would hn\e h*d to the most disastrous consequences. 
After all, the case of municipalities is different from the case of 
electorates outside the urban aras. In the Legislative Council, for 
instance, the Mussalman* arc fared with several difficulties. We have 
got to win over huge constituencies, most of the voters being illiterate 
and disorganised, and added to that there is the disadvantage of 
female voting and having, as everybody knows, the jtardnii system 
that prevails amongst the Mussulmans, we feel that an open election 
at the present moment will not be desirable. The female votes which 
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are nearly half the votes of the total constituency will be practically dead 
votes so far as the Mussalmans are concerned. But then, Sir, keeping 
apart the question of separate electorate versus joint electorate, I 
would tell my Hindu friends on the other side to remember that if the 
Hon’ble Minister, after several days of incessant labour and going about 
from member to member, — I do not think he is quite right when he says 
that he has consulted the leaders of the several groups; that he has con- 
sulted anybody who has anything to say to any part of this amendment, — 
after having gone through all that trouble, and having brought about 
this compromise, if here in this Council, we raise a discordant note 
and mar the harmony of the proceedings, we would be giving to the 
world a spectacle of the same dismal failure which was witnessed in 
the deliberations of the Round Table Conference in London. Once 
more our political opponents, whoever they may be, will rise and say 
“here a chance was given, and here again, the Hindus and Mussal- 
mans failed.” We want to give the lie direct to those who say 
that the Hindus and Mussalmans cannot agree. Because if we differ 
on one or two points, we have agreed to differ, and on the basis of 
that agreement we have come to some formula which, though it does 
not satisfy the aspirations of all, gives a fair chance to all to get that 
share in the civic administration of the municipalities which is neces- 
sary for the proper development of these self-governing institutions. 
We nil know, Sir, that when Hindus and Mussulmans support a joint 
electorate, and put their heads together for the advancement of the 
civic interests of the town, both these communities will come to know 
that true patriotism transcends all communal considerations. It is 
by joint effort, and that effort can only be made if we are given a suit- 
able opportunity; but if we are shut out bv a system of electorates 
which does not give us an opportunity, how can we expect the Mussal- 
mans to develop a civic spirit? Therefore, my Hindu brethren who 
are in a majority in practically ull the 117 municipalities, should realise 
that by this amendment the Mussalmans are now coming forward in 
a spirit of perfect brotherhood to co-operate with them in evolving a 
civic spirit, not merely amongst themselves but also among the members 
of the sister community who live side by side with them. 

5 p.m. 

So far as the controversial matter of separate electorate and joint 
electorate is concerned, when I say that the Mussalmans have made a 
sacrifice, I mean that, in spite of all that might have been said about 
the evil of separate electorate, 1 ran prove to demonstration that 
separate electorates are not such a bad thing as some people believe 
them to be. They are not anti-national. It is my personal view. I 
do not believe that they are opposed to all ideas of responsible govern- 
ment. After all, in municipal elections the communities gravitate 
towards separate electorate ; the Hindu voters try to plump their votea 
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oil J)»e Hindu candidates and the Muhammadan voters plump their 
vo$t» on Muhammadans. It is safe to assert that conditions in oar 
oottttry are such that the communal spirit rears its head in rnunici* 
polities as in other institutions and all their surroundings, and caa 
hardly be buried unless it be by giving a sort of equal opportunities 
to all. I wish to point out to my friend Mr. Shauti Shek hares war 
Ray that the Mussalmuns are not going to get the proverbial moon by 
this amendment. All that the amendment says is that certain seat* 
are being reserved for the Mussulmans. The Mussulman community 
will now have the assurance that a certain number of their members 
will find their places in the municipalities and, what that number is 
going to be, will be decided on population basis. Whatever that popula* 
tion may be, everywhere there will be u Mussulman minority and if the 
Mussulman community is not a minority community, this rule will not 
apply. If the Mussulmans are in a majority, it will not be necessary 
because it is our Hindu brethren that will get the reserxatiou of seats. 
My Hindu friends who do not like the wording to the effect that seat# 
are going to be reserved lor Mussalmuns need not shudder that as a 
result of this clause all the power will puss out of their hands. 
Supposing even that this was the case, why should the Hindus b# 
afraid of anything like a Mussulman majority even in a municipality ? 
They have enjoyed their majority for 150 \ears not only in the munici- 
palities but also in the Council. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: For 50 \ears only. 

Mf. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ. I stand corrected. I want to amend 
it to 50 years and to sa\ that if after a lapse of 50 years we are going 
to get some sort of assurance regarding our share in any civic* 
administration, the Hindus need not be ufrunl of that. There is a 
class of pcMiple who cannot view this with equanimity and think that 
ail power is passing out of their hands. There is a story of a pick- 
pocket who was taken in the act ami when he was taken to task ho 
said: “I have done this for the benefit of the person whose pocket 
I put my hands into. That man had a large number of holes in his 
pocket and I was afraid that lie might lose all his money. So I 
transferred them from his pocket into my pocket for safe custody . ” 
There are people who want to transfer power from the “holed” pocket* 
of others to their own poc ket — a tery capacious pocket — and they are 
very much afraid lest in this process some fraction of power may pasa 
into the bands of the minority communities. That, 1 think, is the 
attitude of a section of the majority community towards the minority 
community whoever they may be. I need not say that our Hindu 
friends bv their culture and political advancement, by their power of 
organisation, by their superior training and their superior brains— 
A voice: Ho yon admit that? 
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Mr* A* K. FAZL-UL HUQ! I admit all that. An I was sayings 
they have pretended to teach us that patriotism is above communalism,; 
but if that is so, let us try once for all to think in terms of an Indian 
and not in terms of a community. (Cheers.) If some powers come 
to me because 1 am an Indian, 1 think that ought to be acceptable to 
all and this is the sole basis of the solution here. (Cheers.) 

I will not make a long speech. Let us all consider ourselves to be 
Indians 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: What about Mr. Chatterjee’s 
remarks about the Hindus in Eastern Bengal 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Mr. Chatterjee has said that in 
Eastern Bengal, where the Hindus are in a minority, they might 
require some sort of protection just ns is being given to the Muham- 
madans in the municipalities of Western Bengal. I think that there 
is not a single Moslem member in this House who will object to any 
reservation of seats tor the Hindus it they come forward with such a 
demand. It the (Government want it, some ot us arc prepared to put 
in an amendment to that effect. As a matter of fact, when we open 
the pages of the gazette, we find that in union board elections seat 
lifter seat is being raptured by the Muhammadans from the Hindus, 
but there are many of us \\ ho are not satisfied with the state of things 
there. That shows that there is (hr* communal spint that is poisoning 
both the communities and this spirit is working and working very 
successfully. If our Hindu ft lends cannot conic in thiough elections, 
let them come in through nomination. There is no harm if they do it. 

I do not mind, but for the present my answer to Mr. Chattorjee’a 
question is that there is no objection from our side. 

I do not w i h L to say very many words because it is such a delicate 
subject that u man making a speech ma\ be led to sav something by 
way of expressing his feelings which will mar the good effect of the 
mini atmosphere in which we ought to carry on this discussion. 

(hue more 1 congratulate my lion’blc friend the Minister on his 
efforts to bring about a compromise and I hope that there will not be a 
single dissentient vote marring the agreement which is being arrived 
at by the whole House. 

Rtbil tIATINDRA NATH BA8U: After the speech delivered by* 
Mr. Fazl-ul Huq — a speech which is not only brilliant in its diction 
but which breathes warm patriotism and which is frank in its expres- 
sion — I do not think any more words are needed to commend this* 
amendment moved by the Hon' hie Minister to the acceptance of thia 
House. We all recognise that there are mists of cleavage all round 
us. There are differences between the Europeans and the Indians, 
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h#||r««n the Hindu* and the Muhammadans and between caste Hindu# 
^ backward clashes. In the midst of the mist we find ourselves, 
wfean we look at each other, distorted. But this amendment is an 
indication that the mist is lifting and that people are trying to settle 
dowa to solid substantial work that lies before them instead of merely 
engaging iu recriminations which do no good to any one. Our history 
teems with the spirit of co-operation and brotherhood which animated 
the speech of Mr. Faxl-ul Huq. That spirit exists in the deep under- 
currents of the life of the jteople of thi* country to whatever rai'e or 
creed they may belong Hindus here regard with the greatest 
veneration the spiritual ideals of the other communities. The Handel 
Church which is the first Christ mu edifice in tins province is treated 
with great reverence bv the Hindus. The tombs of Muhammadan 
saints like thut of Nimniuddm Auliva at Delhi and of Moinuddin 
Chisti at Ajmere ure visited almost b\ as many Hindus as by Muham- 
madans. That is the spirit that is in the heart of the people of this 
country. What is required i*. to bring out that spirit and this amend- 
ment is a step towards that advance, \\ «* should proceed on those 
lines so that we may forget those difference* which, although super- 
ficial, have unfortunately been allowed to prevail. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE • I do not w ish to raise any 
discordant voice Even now, when I am actually on my legs, I hope 
I shall not i ais«> « discordant note. Hut Mr Chattel jee*s speech 
bristles with statements which clamour for » ontnidictiou. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE : I withdraw all that I said. 
(Laughter i 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It >s difficult to preserve 
an attitude of intravisigeance in the midst of sf> tmn h amiability, 
Mr. Chutterjee seemed to think that this amendment marks an advance. 
Let us l»e quite clear on that point. So far from being an advance, 
this amendment definitely marks a step in retrogression. Hitherto we 
had joint electorates, pure and simple, without any introduction of the 
Vommmiul element: and it is now for the first time that a communal 
element is being introduced. This is admittedly an evil thing; and ail 
that can la* said about it is that the step in retrogression is not as bad 
a* it might have been - it i* the Iwst of a had bargain. 

Then again Mr Chatterjee, and to some extent Mr. Faxl-ul Huq, 
seemed to think that a great sa< rifi< e was involved on the part of the 
Muhammadans in a« cepting the amendment. Even now , with the 
^utmost possible good wishes towards the other community, J fail to 
find where the sacrifice comes in. Coder the terms of the amendment 
the Muhammadans are assured of a certain proportion of represent at’oo 
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— a proportion which in measurable, not by their rating strength but 
by their population strength. That in itself is a concession, but we 
do not grudge that concession. We do not grudge that concession for 
the sake of better things to come afterwards. And it is not simply 
that they get a fair proportion, they get something more: they get 
permission to contest additional seats as well. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: That is a shadowy privilege. 

Baby tllTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Then, whv do \ou fight ^ 
strenuously for a shadow, Mr. Fazl-ul JIuq. v I do not understand this 
sort of cant, 

Sir, a compromise is always bud; a compromise is always unsatis- 
factory; and, speaking for myself, I may say that the old Adam is so 
strong within me (Laughter) that I have a constitutional aversion for 
any kind of compromise. But, so far as this pai tit ular amendment is 
concerned, there is one redeeming featuie about it winch makes me 
give my support and adhesion to it for such as it may he worth. It is 
for the first time that mv Muhammadan brethren have been made to 
recognise, have been persuaded to recognize, the bench t of joint 
electorates. That b\ itself is a greut gam — a gain handicapped by 
conditions just at present — though (he handicaps, I am sure, will dis- 
appear in course of time. The acceptance of the principle of joint 
electorates — and there 1 fully agree with Mr. B ('. Chatterjec — doe» 
mark the opening of a new chapter in our national history. Incidentally 
it shows that men like Mr. Fazl-ul lln<j and Mr. Momiu have taken 
one step forward in the path of political advance Their elementary 
lessons are now over; and under the able tuition ol the elder community, 
they will every day be making faster and taster progress. It is a charge 
against us, it is a charge brought against me, that we help in turning 
out graduates by the score; but we shall redeem our faults in that 
respect by turning out graduates in the school of nationalism. 

6-15 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir. I frankly 

confess that #ouie of us on this side of the House are not in favour of 
introduction of any special form of representation of any class or com- 
munity in the local bodies. While we have no objection to the 
representation of minorities by nomination, we are certainly opposed to 
any system of special representation by elec tion. Separate electorate#* 
have wrought immense misc hief to this country and by no means should 
the virus of communal ism he introduced in the municipalities and other 
local bodies. Sir, [ made my position clear the other day when the 
question of joint electorates arising out of a resolution moved by Maulti 
Abdus Hamad came up for discussion in this House. Sir, the amend- 
ment moved by the ffon’hle Minister without previous notice ha# 
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po»e to us a* a disagreeable surprise. However, I do not wish to dilate 
OB this question. As the leaders of all parties in this House have pi van 
tlbeir seal of approval to the amendment of the Hon'ble Minister, we do 
not wish to stand in his way. We, therefore, w liole-henrtedlv support 
the amendment since the principle of joint electorate has been adopted. 
Sir, it was only the other day that this House accepted the principle of 
joint electorate for our legislatures and by accepting this amendment 
we shall be practically reaffirming the decision already arrived at 
regarding the question of representation. Sir. I am glad that the two 
r great communities have at lu**t been able to come to a common measure 
of agreement and that too without having to refer the matter to an 
arbitration as liar* Imcn the case vv if ft regal d to tin* question of represent** 
tion on the legislatures. With these words, 1 support the ameudmeni 
of the Hon hie Minister and I hope it will be earned without a division. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, in supporting the 
amendment 1 will not take mm li time except to coutiovcit Mime of the 
points round about w hit h ^lepn mn still htigeis I uni afiaid. Sir, that 
every one of the House will realize that whatever ma> be the other 
different es, whether it is a mu titn e or not on the part of Muhammadans, 
the outstanding fa* t stands out that the Moslem eommnuilv. just a day 
before the day the coimuuuu! aw aril is going to he unnoumed an award 
whit h is the tesiilf of lommuual disagieement is ptepure*) to discuss 
this question on its own merits ami hue fa* ts as thev stand 1 am say- 
ing so with a definite understanding that so f tx i as the Moslem com* 
in u n 1 1\ is comcrned, thev have all along been unanimous and they are 
still unanimous that whatever unght bo the nature of flu* i]e<toiute in 
the munic ipalit »»»s «>i di**tru t boanls, the Coum il ele* torate stands on u 
different finding, and Mr. Fa/bul lluq made it abundantly < lent that so 
far as Council electorate »>* comet nod, the Moslem coiuniunit \ almost as 
a whole, with the exception of certainly a few , are still pledged to 
the policy of scpaiate «*le< torate Sir, in spite of the fm t that we 
honestly believe hi this policy, in spite of those who abuse us that we 
are not nationalists, that we are not patriots, ami :n spite of the fact that 
we still < ling to tin* principle of separate ele* torate *<* far as the Legis- 
lative Coum il is concerned , we ale prepaied not to make that question a 
definite issue in othei matters In other words, we are quite prepared 
to eousider the question of the b*« .*1 bodies from a different angle and 
from a different vision Hut so far a** the legislative Council is con- 
cerned. I will pause for a moment to take stor k of ihe situation. 

After all what is this nationalism ? Mr. .1 . L. Bunnerjee's 
nationalism has reducer! itself to the rating strength, or, in other words, 
•ay, if there are 1UMM> men in a municipality who pay rates amounting 
to Rs. 6,000 and if the :amirular or maharaja there pays Its. 10,000, the 
voting strength goes to the maharaja : that is Mr. Bannerjee’s idea of 
nationalism. 
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tabu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It is a deliberate mis. 
gte te ^ent of facts and I protest against such a deliberate 
misrepresentation. 

KHlfl Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. Bannerjee’s idea of 
democracy is not the counting of heads, but it is the backing of money 
which counts (Babu Jitfnijralal Bannerjee: It is false: it is a lie); 
and the vehemence with which Mr. Bannerjee protests shows the truth 
of the statement. 

Sir, in spite of our different convictions, in spite of the utter dis- 
belief of my friend Mr. Bannerjee in compromise, we believe that the 
future of India does not lie merely in (dinging to theories, but in each 
party, in spite of theories, preparing to come to a compromise in regard 
to the political questions of the day and the future will be quite secure. 
What pains the Moslem is that he is always branded as a communalist 
simply because us a virtue of necessity be is not satisfied with the 
existing state of affairs. I do not like to mar the feeling of this House 
by adding to the poignant feeling which generally pains us. 

Sir, Moslems would have asked for or begged for joint electorate if 
there had been no cry in this Council against giving a few seats to the 
Muhammadans. The more the cry against separate electorate, you will 
find that they will cling to it the greater. Sir, I will just give you one 
example which will be borne out b\ facts — that in spite of the strong 
difference of opinion between Hindu* and Muhammadans over the 
question of cow sacrifice, the moment there is strong opposition against 
cow sacrifice, there is the more enthusiasm for Mich sacrifice I have 
always seen that if tath parties exercise a little forbearance and muke 
an honest attempt to help each other, these things do riot occur. I will 
ask Mr. J. L. Bannerjee always to feel that when a community says 
that it is making a sacrifice, it is not a question of pound, shilling and 
pence, but it is sometimes also the cherished feelings of that community 
which are at the back of it. Although personally 1 believe in separate 
electorate, still l honestly feel that we are taking a definite step ahead 
by accepting this amendment. 

It was in the \ ear ISSd that this Act was passed. 1\ very body admits 
that the Bengal Municipal Act requires amendment : that this amend- 
merit is long overdue and if history is not mistaken, it is because 
of this provision a 1 tout electorate that this Bill was sacrificed on 
previous occasions. So far us the Moslems of Bengal are concerned, 
they are not prepared, even on this question of electorate, to sacrifice 
the interest of the country. In spite of what our traducers say, we 
have made a distinct advance towards the municipal self-government of 
the country. I^et it not l>e said that with the experience of 50 yearn 
when we are offered a tatter Act we are not prepared to accept it. It 
i» from this point of view that we welcome this Bill and we hope that 
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ff® shall lie able to apprec iate the #ood feel in#* that have existed on this 
question. Whatever may lie our views, the first duty of the politician 
and the statesman is to art in the best interest of the country and I 
think Mr. Bantierjee will do well if sometimes he forgets the lessons of 
books and takes lessons on statesmanship. 

The amendment of Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu to the motion of the 
Hon ’hie Mr. llijoy Prasad Singh Hoy was then, by leave of the Council* 
withdrawn. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : The ({ue'iinu is that f oi clause 1TA the follow* 
in# he substituted, namely: — 

“ 1 1 A . (/» 1 he Coral Government shall h\ rule provide for the 

representation of a mumiitx ntmmuiui) within a municipality by 
reserving seats for it anion# those to which commissioners are to he 
elected under section K> or section lb. The number of seats so reserved 
shall he in accordance with the proportion home bv such community to 
the total population of the municipality urcordiu# to the latest census. 

<?> No person h«don#in# to a minority community for which seats 
pre reserved under sub-section </> shall, if eligible for election ns tv 
commissioner, he* disqualified h\ tlie operation of tins section from 
election to anv scat not so reserved. 

h.r/ilrin4ih»u The Local ( on eminent shall determine whether any 
community m a municipality shall he deemed to he a mmol it v community 
for the purposes of this section." 

The motion was put and a#reed to (Amid cheers). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions Nos. 209 to 2o0 fall through auto* 
mutually 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sn. cannot my amend- 
ment No. 2d9 he moved as an addition Y 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Yes, \ou can move it. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I he# to move that after 
clause 17A the follow in# clause he substituted, namely: — 

*‘17 II. (I) No person shall, by reason of his bein# a member of 
any race, nationality, class or community W deprived of the ri#ht to 
employment by any municipality to anv post for which he may lx? 
qualified or of the ri#ht to vote at elections or of the ri#ht to la* elected; 
nor shall aiiy municipality make any discrimination in respect of 
service* rendered by the municipality against any race, nationality* 


■mi? 
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claw or community, but every resident of the town and members of 
every race, nationality, class or community shall have an equal right 
with other residents to a just and reasonable share in all services and 
advantages provided by the municipality. 

(2) In the event of any municipality violating the provisions con- 
taining in sub-section (/) and doing any act which deprives any class 
or community, or members of any race or nationality from any right 
or office, or discriminating against any race, nationality, class or 
community, any ten members of the race, nationality, class or com- 
munity aggiieved therein may apply to the I/oeal Government in the 
prescribed manner for relief. 

(/I) On receipt of an application under sub-section (2) the IiOcal 
Government shall, if it is satisfied that the applicants belong to a deter- 
minate race, nationality, class or community and that they have a privia 
fane grievance, appoint a Board of Arbitration to hear the application 
and give their a wind on the dispute. 

(4) The Board of Arbitration appointed under sub-section t,*}) shall 
consist of om* member nominated bv the applicants, one member elected 
by the municipality against whom the allegations are made and a 
president appointed by the laical Government. 

<<>) The Board may make an award leeording their findings on the 
issue* raised by the petition, and, in case the grievances are found by 
them to be well founded, they shall also determine what acts should 
l»e done bv the municipality to remove the grievance. 

(fit The Local Government may make rules consistent with this 
section - 

(n» laying down the procedure for application to the Government, 

• In determining the qualifications of person* who may W nomi- 
nated or elerted to the Board, 

in detci mining the proceduie to la* followed by the Board and 
for the execution of its award.” 

Sir, this clause which I propose to be added gives a real protection to 
minorities which even the amended clause 1TA will not give. I have 
heard very often in this House and elsewhere of the tyranny of the 
majority and that has been one of the problems which the political 
philosophers have had to deal for a long time now, and it is only very 
recently that a solution has been obtained, and embodied in the various 
peace treaties in Europe at the end of the last war by which adequate 
protection has been given to minorities so far as their essential rights 
are concerned, by guaranteeing those rights under the guarantee of the 
League of Nations. My amendment is based on principles similar to 
that. Clause 1 of it provides first of all that so far as the civic rights of 
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citizens are concerned, or the right# to any services hv the municipalities 
are concerned, os well a* the right to hold any post or to take part in 
election of any office such as chairman, etc., is concerned- 

Mr* W. H. THOMPSON: On a point of order. Sir. Chapter ff of 
this Act refers to the constitution of the self-governing’ municipalities 
and can l)r. Sen Gupta's amendment come under thut chapter} 1 

Mr* PRESIDENT : l)r. Sen tiupta i> putting that as a separate 

fclttUM*. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Mx point is, is it telex ant to 
clause 17A </>!" 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Max i point 
out, Sir. that it does not fit in xxiili the anangements of the Bill* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I < annot piexint the memhei from uioxing it as 
it is not cox* red hx the de» 10011 armed at in legaid to vout an endiuetit. 
You ran oppose it it O does not jit in with the at raugements o| the Hill, 
Let the member moxe it and it the House thinks that it does not fit in, 
the House i an throxx it out 

MH p.m 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir. the Hon hie 

Minister thinks the amendment does not fit in xxith the object of the 
Act I shall Ik* glad it. when he unsxxcis, he xxdl point out in xx hat 
respect it < ontradic t- any thing in the Ac t, M\ amendment onlx pi oxide* 
an additional -lifeguard for the Minorities, safeguards which will lie 
really effec tixe, and then* is nothing in the Bill with which it would ho 
inconsistent in any lespect. It is possible that what lie meant wtm that 
it ought not to i nme at this stage If that xxas so, and if the amendment 
is passed, the* Legislative Depaitment max perhaps succeed in finding 
out a proper place for it. 

Sir, what I suggest is that by this amendment important minority 
communities would he guaranteed the exercise of their fundamental 
civic rights and their legitimate share in ul) the service# by the munici- 
palities and every community shall be guaranteed a just and reasonable 
share in all the services which are provided by the municipalities. Sir, 
a complaint has l»ecn made in this House w ith reference to one munici- 
pality, that there is a particular locality inhabited by a particular 
community, width 1ms !>een neglected by that Municipality . I do not 
know whether there is imbalance in that complaint, but I think it im not 
impossible. On the contrary, from what I know, 1 suppose it would b® 
extremely probable that there w ill have been cases in which common itiee 
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have suffered by the negligence of a municipality. If that is so, what 
remedy is there in this Bill? Ah it is, none at all. One can only get 
into a municipality by securing the good graces of a majority of com- 
missioners. But what clause (2) in my amendment says is that “In 
the event of any municipality violating the provisions containing in 
sub-section (1) and doing any act which deprives any class or com- 
munity, or members of any race or nationality from any right or office, 
or discriminating against any rare, nationality, class or community, any 
ten members of the race, nationality, class or community aggrieved 
thereby may apply to the Local ( Internment in the prescribed manner 
for relief/’ When that is done, the Local Government will consider 
whether there is any substance in the complaint and whether, as a 
matter of fact, the negligence complained of is a violation of clause (7), 
that is to say, whether it makes a racial or eiuss discrimination against 
a minority, contrary to the provisions of clause (/). If the Government 
are satisfied pnrtm fane that it makes nut a good case, they may appoint 
a Board of Arbitration. One of the members of the board will be 
nominated by the applicants, the other member bv the municipality and 
the third member should he appointed by the Government. Then in 
clause (f?) provision is made that the Government max make rules con- 
sistent with this section i a) laying down the procedure for application 
to the Government, {h) determining the qualifications of persons who 
may lie nominated or elec ted to the board, «c) determining the procedure 
to be followed b\ the Inmrd and for the exec ution of its award. This 
provides a complete procedure for remedying any real griexance of any 
minority community. Section 17A, ns it has now been amended, 
provides for eases of minorities which Government consider to be suitable 
for separate treatment in the matter of elections a-* commissioners in a 
municipality. That may or may not be of any use to a minority 
community . If the minority community does not happen to be 
sufficiently important to deserve that consideration from Government, 
then they do not gain anything by the amendment of section 17A, or 
again, if the minofity community happens to be too small n minority to 
be able to influence their decision in any natural wa>. they do not gain 
anything. Supposing that a community has been systematically 
neglected and differentially treated; they have no remedy in the Govern- 
ment Bill; or supposing that they do return two commissioners out of 
18, even t lint will l>e absolutely useless to them for securing relief against 
their grievances. This clause, however, in so far as it protects their 
fundamental rights as members of an important minority community, 
gives them an adequate relief against suc h discrimination. As 1 have 
•aid, the policy underlying this section is the policy which the 
experience of nations has at last evolved, and has been embodied in the 
minority guarantee treaties by which the rights of rainoritiee Mm 
protected under the Guarantee of the League of Nations. I am for 
giving protection to minorities in respect of their fundamental rights of 
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C&ttsenship, under the protection not of the league of Nations, but of 
Government, and I do not suppose that there would be any reasonable 
objection to this proposal. Sir, 1 am afraid of one word and that is that 
notorious word “practical*’, which the Hon’ble Minister emphasised so 
much in his answer to me another day. With regard to that, I have 
not been able to see in what respect this provision is impracticable and 1 
would only ask the Hon’ble Minister, if lie is inclined to oppose this 
motion, to consult the proceedings of the Mandates and Minorities 
Commission of the League of Nations. Then he will lie certainly satis- 
fied that protection of minorities under such a guarantee is an eminently 
reasonable and practical proposition, and as a matter of fact, in matters 
of political rights and of protection of cultural rights, the minority 
communities have l»eeii amply protected bv the league of Nations. Sir, 
I did not raise any discordant note with regard to section I7A. although 
I was not quite satisfied with it. Hut e\en if it helps to se< me a certain 
amount of representation to a minority community, it does not offer a 
solution of the problem. 1 think that if we accept the proposition that 
the minorities have interests which should be protected - a proposition 
which cannot he denied — and if we want to protect minorities against 
the tyranny of the majority, then we should give them adequate protec- 
tion in respect of their enjov merit of c ivic rights, and I think the only 
course is the procedure outlined in n»\ amendment 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I to oppose 

this amendment lake many other amendments of mv esteemed friend, 
Dr. Naresh ('hundra Sen (inpta, it is a highly metaphysical, and I am 
inclined to say that it is jierlmps the most mctaph\ steal amendment 
that has ever been moved bv him in tins House I think. Sit, that 
there has not been the faintest suggestion anv where in the Hill that 
local liodies will have any power to discriminate* between minorities 
belonging to different communities. Local bodies have been working 
for the last 50 venrs and there has been no sue h charge brought against 
them t lint they disc riminate in their treatment of minority communities, 

As regards the inconsistcncv of this ameiidliient with section 17A, 

I may point out thut th<‘ light to vote af deletions or the right to be 
elected, is governed bv clauses *J0 and *1, so this should not come as an 
amendment to clause 17A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th is is not nn amendment but an additional 
clause. 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: i stand corrected. 
Sir. It may be an additional c lause, but it should not have come at 
this stage. The mover wants us to follow the principles accepted by 
Die League of Nations, but these are still in an experimental stage and 
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they have not been introduced in legislation as yet and we must wait 
some time longer before they prove practical (an expression to which I 
have no doubt my friend will take exception). 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: May I rise on a point of 
personal explanation? I did not say that it is merely a resolution of 
the League of Nations. What I referred to are actually contained in 
the constitutions of at least half a dozen territories which have been 
recently created. 

The Hon’ hie Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: We are not here 
to safeguard political rights. If my friend sends in his suggestions 
when the new' Indian constitution is dratted, Mr. Ramsay Macdonald and 
his colleagues would he thankful to him ami would welcome them. Rut 
I think that this additional clause should hardly find a place in a Bill 
governing the constitution of mufuttal municipalities. The proposition 
is that there should he a Hoard of Arbitration. If a member of a 
minority community feels himself hurt or aggrieved, then there should 
he a Board of Arbitration with repicMMitutivcs of different parties to 
settle 4 the dispute. It is a highly complicated machinery, which, I 
think, will not fit in with the machinery of the* rural municipalities. I 
would ask mv friend to think ot tin* bodies for which we are legislating. 
We are not legislating for bodies, the constitutions of which were 
drafted or should he drafted on the lines suggested in the recommenda- 
tions of the Leugue of Nations. Rut v\e are legislating for munici- 
palities including the municipalities like those of (iarulia and Chakda. 
I suy, therefore— where is the loom tor a complicated machinery like 
this in a legislation of this character? It is a highly metaphysical 
thing, over which 1 do not think the time of the House should have been 
wasted. 

The motion of Dr. Naiesh (Tundra Sell (vuptu was then put and lost. 
6*4f) p m 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: Sir. on a point of order. May 
I inquire if it is open to a member of this Council to accuse another 
member of having caused waste of time of tins Council by bringing 
forward an amendment which was approved b\ \ou. Sir, l»efore it was 
put on the ageudu paper? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not? He was merely voicing his own 
opinion. As regards the motion itself, 1 tested its admissibility but not 
its merits. 1 declared it to be in order, but I never expressed, nor had 
any occasion to express, my opinion in regard to its substance. 
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('lause 1$. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 18 stand part of tli© 
Bill. 

Bibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Sir, l beg to move that 
in clause IS * / » , in line 1, after the word “min’* the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

“in rase of new municipalities of its own motion and in case 
»f municipalities alreads in existence at the time tho 
notification is made, on the recommendation of the 
commissioners.” 

Sir. 1 do not think I need sa\ much in support of m\ motion. I 
think in the case of the new municipalities the Local (trncrnuicut tnav 
*uo nu*tu determine the number of commissioueis and in the case of 
municipalities alreadv in existence the numhet ma\ he detei mined on 
the re< omuicudat ton of the commissioners. [ think mv friend, 
Mr Saixendra Nath l(o\, will speak a few words m support of this 
amendment With these few words, I leave mv amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Su, 1 beg t«» m,j »por t t he mot ion 
which lias Keen muted b\ m\ fneml. Babu Kishori Mohan Cliuudhiin. 
In doing so, I would unit refer the Ilon’ble Munster to clause <> and 
the proviso thereunder in which the principle lias been miepted that 
Government should act in main rases, as for example, the withdrawal 
of a municipalitv from the operations of the Act to include within the 
municipality urn area or to divide a titiinh ipalitv into two or more parts 
or to unite two municipalities in one, on the recominendat ions of the 
commissioners of the municipality concerned. Therefore, I think that 
on the question of determining the number of commissioners to be 
elec ter 1 from each ward, Go\ernm*‘iit should a< 1 on the re< omim-ndat ion 
of the commissioner*, in view of the far t that me are going to have 
these municipalities as autonomous bodies. Having repaid to the 
provisions of clause fi, I think the Ifon'ble Minister will accept this 
amendment. 

Tht Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
prepared to accept this amendment provided the mover agrees to certain 
alteration, rii., instead of “on *he recommendation of the cornmis* 
•ioners” if he would agree to put in “after consideration of the viewa 
of the etna miss ioners at a meeting,” Government mill have no objection 
to accept the amendment. 
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Bata KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I am prepared to 

accept the alteration suggested by the Hon’ble Minister. 

The motion of Hahn Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put in the 
following amended form and agreed to: — 

“That in clause 18 (/}, in line 1, after the word ‘may* the following 
he inserted, namely: — 

‘in case of new municipalities of its own motion and in case 
of municipalities already in existence at the time the 
notification is made, after consideration of the views of the 
commissioners ut a meeting’. “ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 18, as amended in 
the Council, stund part of the Bill 
The motion was put und agreed to. 


dam rr Iff. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 10 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 10, in lines 1 to *1, for the words “A committee consisting of the 
chairman and two commissioners to be appointed 1>\ the « ommissioners 
at a meeting for this purpose” the words “The chairman” he 
substituted. 

Sir, the preparation of the electoral roll is a mattei of routine. It 
would delay publication if the first preparation be made by a committee. 
I think this should be left to the chairman as was proposed in the 
original Bill. It may be provided by the rules that the objections shall 
be heard by a committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We may now take up Nos. 273 und 274 and 
have one discussion. 

Bita KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
in clause 10 (/), in line 2. for the words “and two commissioners” the 
words “vice-chairman and three commissioners” be substituted. 

I think it will be difficult for the chairuian to take part in all tbeae 
matters. It is, therefore, proper that instead of “two commissioner*,” 
“the vice-chairman and 3 commissioners” should be substituted. In 
that case even in the absence of the chairman the vice-chairman will bn 
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•Me to carry on the work of the municipality with the aid of 3 eommis- 
•loners. In the case of the presence of the chairman, there will he ;> 
commissioners present and there will lie no difficulty in regard to 
toting. 

With these few words. 1 commend m> motion to the acceptunce of 
the House. 


Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Mr President, Sir, instead 
of the motion that stands in my name, I would, with your |renniw*imi, 
like to move the following motion: — 

“That in clause 19 < / ) the following he added, namely: — 

‘In a municipality which has been divided into wards, no such 
commissioners shall stand as a candidate for election from the 
ward in the prepaiation of the electoral toll of which witch com- 
missioners ha\c taken part’.” 


Formerly the work of the preparation of the electoral roll was done only 
hv the chairman. Now we see that the chairman and two commissioners 
will do this work I desire to snv that the commissioner* must he those 
who shall ha\o no mtcicst in the preparation ot the electoral rolls of the 
particular wind, as otherwise these commissioners would try to do 
things to their own best aduinta^e. Tin* interests of the ratepayers 
would aKo he safeguarded 1 nun say that in rases where an officer, 
on certain information, oiders the prosecution of a particular person, 
the officer ordering the prosecution is not generally allowed to try the 
case even on legal evidence and that is no disparagement to unyhody . 


0 p in. 

This yyjll neither disparage nor harm anybody. Sir, it has been 
proposed that tin* elec toral toll should 1m* prepared h» the chairman and 
two commissioner* l think, Sir, this preparation of the electoral roll 
is not a simple matter of routine, but is \ cry important, and this is well 
known to those who have dealt with municipal affairs. Sir, I do not 
want to waste the time of the House, and 1 only say that in a munici- 
pality no such commissioners shall stand us a candidate for election in a 
ward if in the preparation of the electoral roll of that ward of the 
municipality such commissioner* have taken part. It* will not in any 
way harm the commissioners localise provision can Ire made in connec- 
tion with the preparation of the electoral roll by different commis- 
sioners who are not candidate from any particular ward. 
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BabU SATYENDRA NATH ROY: The intention of the Bill in 
that the chairman assisted by two commissioners shall prepare 
the electoral roll. Sir, what in the present procedure? I would ask 
the House to refer to the present Bengal Municipal Election Rules. 
Section 4 says that in every municipality a register in form A of all 
persons qualified to vote shall Ik* prepared by, or under the orders of^ 
the chairman as soon as may be after these rules shall have come 
into force, and shall be thoroughly revised by him at least four 
months before the date fixed for any general election, and then within 
lit) days before the date fixed for the general election, the register shall 
be published as revised by the chairman. Then any person whose name 
does not uppear in the revised register and who claims the right of 
voting, may, within 16 days of the publication thereof, apply to the 
chairman in writing to have his name added to the register ot 
substituted for any name in the register An;, person whose name is in 
tin* register and who coiisuh is any name in the register of voters 
prepared under rule 4 ought to he omitted, mas, within 16 days of the 
publication of the legistei, apply to the chairman in writing to have 
such name omitted. Si i , the Select Committee had an apprehension, 
as Maulvi A bid Kah ili said the other day, that there were certain 
municipalities where names of It) or 60 members of one family were 
included in the register Really I do not know that. There are so 
many safeguards. The rolls an* ptepared in the office of the munici- 
pality and then they are published and a ceituui time is given for 
receiving objections. Then, as everybody knows, after the objections 
are received, the chairman disposes of those objections and against the 
decision of the chairman there cun he an appeal to the District 
Magistrate. Sir, two other commissioners have now been added by the 
Select Committee. Of couise there may be honest or dishonest chairmen 
of municipalities, hut with these safeguards, 1 think there is no reason 
to add fresh complications in the preparation of the electoral rolls. 
Everything is done in the municipal office and on these considerations 
l support the amendment of Mumndra Deb Kui Mabasai. 

Regarding the amendment moved by my friend Balm Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri. 1 do not know whether the vice-chairman is generally 
an elected commissioner and is in the same position as the chairman. 
There is no spat ial sanctity attached to the office of the vice-chairman. 
It simply means addition of another person ; so I oppose this amendment. 

Regarding the amendment of my friend Rai Kamini Kumar Daa 
Bahadur, l can only appeal to the House as to why should any 
particular commissioner give an untiertaking not to seek election from 
a particular ward. Particular candidates are elected from particular 
wards not for one term only but for successive terms. I know of 
particular wards of ter tain municipalities which had been returning the 
same commissioners to the municipal board for ten or twelve terraa. 
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Ibder these circumstance, I oppose the amendment of my friend Rai 
Mam ini Kumar Das Bahadur ns also of Habu Kishori Mohan Chatidhuri 
ttfd I support the amendment of Munindra Deb Rai Mahamti. 

Mr* H. P* V* TOWN END: These three ntnendments nm\ 1m* taken 
fo cancel each other out very largely. On the one hand. we have the 
diehards seeking to continue the present position by which only the 
chairman deals with them* matters. On the other, we have others who 
"would have a body created of as many us five people. The reason why 
it is proposed not to leave the matter to the < haivtnan i* that after very 
long delibeiation the Select (’omntiffee derided that it would be better 
to join two rommissionei* with him This i«* m accordance with the 
general attitude taken up hy the majority of this House in the prepara- 
tion of the Bill. They wish to ha\e a democratic institution, if possible, 
and not to leave it to one man to decide where it i* possible to have 
several persons (hi the other hand, there must 1 m* reason in all things, 
and an attempt to none at nme, or at all. from having only the < hamnaii 
to deal with these mattejs to huvmtr live people ,«eent* rather absurd. 
Mr. Roy has fully dealt with tins matter, and 1 think his argument is 
quite sound, though I do not agree with him on the other amendments, 

I am, therefore, opposed to the proposal ol the Rai Itahadur tlinl anv 
commissioner who takes part in this lotivttv of the inunii ipalitv should 
not stand as a <audidate for election from the wards in the preparation 
of the electoral rolls for which lie has taken part. (A void.: One 
ward.) Well, the print teal effect of this would be that a ruunn ipality 
would have to constitute as many < ommit tees us there at*- w arris, 
because it is absurd to ask any < nmmi^iomi to debar himself from 
-election by dealing witli the whole munx ipalit s , It would be really 
w impossible to have four or pet haps leu diflenmt (omnnitees to ileal with 
these matters, and 1 think this is really a conclusive argument. On 
these grounds I oppose the amendments 

Mautvi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to support the amendment moved 
by Rai Katnini Kumar Das Bahadur { have heard Mr. Hoy and 
Mr. Towneud on those points. Af r . Rov's first mistake is to allow the 
chairman to prepare the electoral rolls What is the good of letting 
the chairman make the electoral rolls when there are various other 
met Inals by which that can 1 m* done?' His contention is that when the 
first preliminary report is published, the chairman hears objections and 
decides them, and what is more, there can be an appeal to the District 
Magistrate or somebody else against the decision of the chairman. 8o 
far as the rules go, it is all right. But for practical purposes, it is 
absolutely worthless. Does he expect that every ratepayer will go 
through the whole list of five or six thousand electors that are to ba 
found in the various wards of a municipality and then find out whether 
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* particular name hag beeo rightly or wrongly included P For tlw 
reason it is necessary that there should be two commissioners aasoclbtljl 
with the chairman, and on the top of it ray friend moves that these twr 
comiu iss ion ers should not be the commissioners for the wards for whiefc^ 
the elertorul rolls are being 1 prepared. I have heard that in the opinion of 
the Government it is not a practical proposal, but I may remind 
that in a municipality there is a body known as the appeal bench which 
hears appeals against assessment and this appeal bench consists of the 
chairman and two elected commissioners who are not members of the 
wards from which these appeals are heard. In the same wav, there can 
1m no difficulty in forming an electoral board with the chairman aaij 
two commissioners selected from among the bod.\ of the municipal corn- 
missioners who may not he* the representatives of the wards for whiel| 
the roll is being prepared, and this, in my opinion, is the best solution 
of the whole situation. 

The motion of Munindru Deb Kai Mabasai was put and lost. 


The motion of Babu Kisbon Mohan Chuudimri was put and lost. 

The motion of itai Bahadur Kumini Kumar Das was then put 
lost. 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 19 
(/), in line 4, for the* words “in the manner prescribed’’ the words “in 
such manner as the Local Government may piesmbe” he substituted. 

In order to make the elertorul roll moie expressive after its 
preparation in a manner to he prescribed hv the Government that I have 
added this amendment to the c Iuuhc, und 1 do not think the Government^ 
will have reason to oppose it. As regards m\ next amendment which 
is that the* final electoral roll should he reMsed and published by thw 
revising authority, this has b«*en in vogue before* and there is no reason? 6 
why that practice should he done away with, because of ten-times them 
is a difference between the* ratepayers and the chairman, and in that 
case, the* revising authority will hu\e to consider those cases ugain altar 
an appeal is made In tin* rutepa\ers questioning the* correctness or 
otherwise* of the electoral roll In the election rules now prevaieat in 
the municipalities— of course that is prevalent m the* municipality which 
I represent here — the procedure is that the chairman prepares the mil 
and after the chairman prepares and finally publishes the roll, time i» 
allowed to the ratepayers to make represen tat ions against the final 
electoral roll prepared by the chairman. These representations are 
considered by a revising authority and after the revising authority 
finally disposes of all the c ases on the evidence which it collects and 
which is presented tafore it, the elec toral roll is finally published and 
the final electoral roll is also signed by the chairtnau and if this is done. 




I also move that to clause 19 (7) the following he added, namely:— 

“and the final electoral roll shall be revised and published by 
the revising authority (appointed by the Local Government) 
and the chairman.” 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: I oppose both the amendment*, 
fie first amendment of my friend »** probably covered ; so no alterations 
jjjjjNtf be made. 

As to the second amendment, the mover is uot right or has forgotten 
that a clause has just been passed by which the commissioners will be 
responsible for the preparation of the eleetorul rolls and the chairman 
wiM be the revising authority So this amendment is absolutely 
unnecessary. 

Babti KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I also join my friend Mr. 
Jfurendra Kumar Basu in opposing both these amendments. As lias 
already l»een pointed out bv him, the amendments are quite unitt*ce#- 
aary. In amendment No. 27'> the same tiling has been put forward 
in a different form. With regard to the amendment No. 270, l 
sho uld say it is not correct to say that the Bill bus made no provision 
""‘for revision of the electoral roll. For, by clause 41, the Government 
-bafe power to make rules for revision of the electoral roll. Therefore, 
hfi i* quite unnecessary to make further provision in the Bill for revis- 
ing {ho electoral roll. 

Tt» Hoft'ble Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: I formally oppose 
hath the amendments. Mr. Basu has fully anticipated Government 
objections. 

The following motion was then put and lost : — 

“That in clause 19 </>, in line 4, for the words ‘in the manner 
prescribed’ the words ‘in such manner as the Is»cal Government may 
^reacribe' be substituted.” 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“That to clause 19 (!) the following be added, namely 

4 and the final electoral roll shall be revised and published by 
the revising authority (appointed by the Iocs! Government) 
and the chairman’.” 


6 
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Mf« PRESIDENT: Maulvi Abul Kasem, do you intend to move 
your amendments Nos. 278 and 279 together and make one speech on 
them? 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, with your permission I should like 
to move amendment No. 278 with a slight alteration and not move 
amendment No. 279 at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the alteration you propose to make? 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: My amendment in the altered form will 
read — 

“That nfter clause 19 ( 4 ) the following he added, namely: — 

‘Provided that the preliminary and final electoral rolls shall be 
printed and he made available for purchase In any citizen at a reasonable 
price.’ ’’ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then. \ou nil) not move amendment No. 279? 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: Th amended motion will be quite sufficient. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sit . I beg fm mails to move the amend- 
ment. I do not think. Sir, t hut I should inflict a speech on this House 
over this matter. But for the information of my friends I may .say at 
once that at present the practice is to hang up a bundle of papers, which 
is supposed to he the electoral roll, in the municipal office. If any one 
wants to \erif\ whether his name lias hem entered in the roll, he 
usuullv meets with a mutilated roll, which, on inquiry, he learns is due 
to tin* fact that other tatepaxers have torn off pages from it. It is 
very difficult for unlnuiry ratepayer* to go to the municipal office and 
find tint whether the roll has been correctly drawn up — whether his 
name has been included in it or not. My object in moving this 
amendment is to enable ratepayers in all municipalities in Bengal 
to get the necessary information at a minimum cost and trouble. My 
friend Mr. Roy has told us that if the preliminary list is wrong, there 
i * always an appeal before the chairman. But I sumbit, Sir, that 
this is a roundabout process for rectifying any mistake. With those 
words, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

Th# HOft'bl# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir. on behalf 
of Government 1 am prepared to accept the amendment of Maulvi Abul 
Kasem if only he is agreeable to add the following words at the end: — 

“to be fixed by the commissioners in this behalf.” 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Then the amendment will read as follows;— 

“That after clause 11) <Vt. the following 1 >e added, namely 

‘Provided that the preliminan ami final electoral rolls shall be 
printed and be made available for purchase by any ritixen at a reason* 
able prit e to be fixed bv the emnmiHMunei* in this behalf,* ” 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On second 
thought. Sir, I should like to add the words “at a meeting*’ after the 
word “commissioners'* and drop the words “m this Minlf,’’ 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: The words “at a 
meeting”, 1 am afraid, will tend to create difficulties. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then there are two nltcrnutivp forms 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: IVtMimtlh, 1 should 
like to leave the matter of tost* to tie* discretion of the chairman, but 
the cost should be as cheap as possible. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I want to oppose both 
the amendments. In the rase of mufastal municipalities, xerv very 
few people ever care to trouble them**e|\es oxer this matter, In 
Calcutta, where many people take a keen interest m this matter, 
the price of the roll is only four annas; w hcr-ie* in the case of 
mufasnnl municipalities the price may come to as much as H«. 7 to 
IIs. S. There are many poor muni< ipalities in Bengal, and it will 
be in;<|uitous to saddle them with this heavx expenditure. With these 
words. Sir. I oppose the proposal of Maulxi Abul Ka*em. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : 1 beg to supjwu t Mr, Bov 
in his arguments, liemuse it vxill f»e t< m i io*t|\ for a* mufannal 
mumnpaiitx to print the electoral rolls, From my experience 1 cun 
say tliat no odv cares to purchase these mlU in mu faunal areas, 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I want to *»v a few xvords. 

Tbt HotPbto Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may l 

point out that if it in going to be n new* clause, it cannot begin with 
the word ‘‘Provided ” Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. xou are right. 

Hr. NARENDRA KUMAR 8ASU : May I point out to the House, 
a» has been pointed out by two previous speaker*, that it would W 
rather hard on some of the mu f anal municipality* if they were 
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compelled to print both the preliminary and final electoral rolls, as 
it might not be possible for them to sell a single copy of the preli- 
minary or final electoral roll. Therefore, I suggest that if he desires 
the thing, to make the following alteration : — 

“Provided the final electoral roll shall be published and made 
available for purchase by any citizen at a price to be fixed by the 
commissioners/’ 

0-30 p in. 

Baby KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment of Maulvi Abul Kasem. If once the preliminary roll 
is printed, there is every likelihood of revisions and corrections later 
on. But these revisions and corrections will not be such as will 
necessitate the printing of the entire roll again at the time of the 
publication of the final roll. Only those sheets will have to be printed 
which will hear numerous corrections. This will not entail much 
expenditure. Therefore, tin* arguments of those hon'lde members who 
oppose tin* amendment on the ground of costs are not tenable. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, in order 

to solve the problem, I should like to suggest the addition of one 
word, namely, the word “eyelostiled” — that is, after the word 
•‘printed” the words ‘‘or eyelostiled” ma\ be added. Tf in a poor 
municipality a sufficient number of men want copies of the electoral 
roll, it can he eyelostiled, as printing may be too costh. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that after cluuse 19 ( 4 ) a new 
clause ( *5 ) be added, namely: — 

“(♦5) The preliminnn ami final electoral rolls shall be printed and 
be made available for purchase by any citizen at a 
reasonable price to be fixed by the commissioners at a 
meeting/’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 19, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 20. 


Mr« PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 20 stand part of 
the Bill. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


m-) 

Mttllvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH moved that in <)au»e 20 (/) hefor* 
(jtuse ( b ) the following be inserted, namely: — 

is a female; or”. 

He spoke in Bengali. the English translation of which is a* 
follows ; — 

“Mr. President, the objection which may be taken to this amend- 
ment of mine is that there is u section of people who would like to 
grant eijual political rights and privileges to Iwith men and women. 
But 1 believe that the majoritv of people in the country have still 
their doubts about the soundness of the above attitude. So far ns 
Moslems are concerned, they are not yet prepared to welcome the 
innovation which would enable women to work side by side with 
mru a« municipal commissioners. The Hindu view may he gathered 
by glancing at the motions numbered 284. 286 and 287. 

I hope the Hon'hlc Minister as also my friends will kindly accept 
my amendment.” 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move 
that before clause 20 [h [b\ the following h* inserted, namely: — 

is a female under thirty years of age; or”. 

M\ idea in moving ibis amendment is that amongst the Muham- 
madan cnminuiiitv the /mnltifi system prevails, und women of tender 
age may not like to i ome forwuul to stand as candidates. So I want 
to raise the age-limit in the ease of women to thirty, with the idea 
that women of u mor*» advanced age mav perhaps be forthcoming 
to contest elections. It is simply to meet the case of the Muham- 
madan community that I move this amendment, hut 1 should like 
to make it dear that I do not want to press it, if it does not find 
favour with that community. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment moved by Maulvi Abdul Humid Shall. Whatever may 
be said in support of women taking part in the municipal administra- 
tion of the country, as a matter of fai t no females will he available in 
the m ufamoi municipalities fo stand for election us commissioners, 1 
do not object to female franchise in those municipalities, Imt I do 
think that the country is not yet ripe for having female commissioners 
in mufa**nl municipalities, and 1 think that the matter should be recon- 
sidered by the House. 

Maylvi ABUL KAtEM: I support the amendment of Maulvi Abdul 
Hamid Shah, and I have only to inform the House that unless these 
words are added, I think about half a doaen of the female voters of a 
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ward will he able to sweep the polls. So far as Muhammadan females 
are concerned, they wear horlb*** and nohod v will he able to see who 
they are and half a dozen female voters will be able to vote as many 
times as they like. Therefore, 1 think that the words suggested by 
the mover should be added to the clause. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Sir, I oppose the amendment of Maulvi Abdul 
llamid Shah. It is rather too late in the day to think of not allowing 
women either to vote or to stand as candidates. As my friend 
Mr. X. K. Basu knows very well, even in our Legislative Council under 
the new constitution we are allowing women to stand as candidates as 
recommended by the Franchise Committee, and it is rather absurd and 
retrograde to say now that women shall not stand as candidates in the 
municipalities. My friend Mr. X. K. Basu thinks that we shall not 
get any woman to stand for election. I do not know, but if there is any 
single one willing to stand, why should you object? If there is none, 
there is no harm in having this provision. It ma> be that for one or 
two years women mav not come forward, but we are making law for a 
long time to come, and we do not know that we shall not get educated 
ladies to stand for election in the future. For these reasons I am 
opposed to these amendments. 

Bab u 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : Sir, T also beg 
to oppose the amendment. It is really very curious that so late in the 
day any member should raise his voice against enfranchisement of 
women. Having given the power of franchise, it would be illogical 
uiul absurd to withhold from them the natural sequence of this enfran- 
chisement, namely, the power to stand as candidates for election. So 
far as mu f itwit areas are concerned, all sections are moving up rapidly 
and women are taking part in politics as earnestly as the males, and 
judging by the processions and meetings which they attend it is 
apparent that the pulsation of a new life is felt by them. To deny 
them this right would be denying them what we hate created for them. 
It will be to our great discredit and I think this (’ouncil should not 
lend its support to a proposal like this. When women can be elected 
as members of the legislative ('otincil, it would be anomalous to debar 
them from standing as candidates in the municipal elections. The 
Hon’hie Minister was certamK moving with the time when he embodied 
this provision in this Bill. 

Tto Hon’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: It is a matter 
of relief to me to find that there are more chivalrous persons in this 
House than Mr. N. K. Basu and that they have come to the rescue of 
the ladies. It is rather too late in the day, as was pointed out by 
speaker after speaker, to deny this right to women and I thought that 
after our discussion in the Select Committee. Mr. Basu would accept 
this principle iu a chivalrous spirit. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


11 


im.] 

Khm Bahadur Haulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Ou a point of order, Sir. 
I§ the Hon’ble Minister entitled to refer to the proceedings of the 
Select Committee y 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: One of the 

principles by which the members of the Sdett Committee Mere guided 
was that they tried to anticipate the impending constitutional changes 
and to amend the Act in a way so iu to tit in with the new order of 
things. As we know, female franchise i* already adored and it is 
going to be widened very much. I dare say in two or thieo years some 
of the seats in these henehes will be occupi *d not by us. but b\ ladies 
under the new order of things which is comimr on. With these words, 
I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What about KUkori Balm’s amendment No VH4J* 

The Hon’ bit Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This one also 1 
oppose. My esteemed friend Babu Kishori Mohan Chnudhuri bits a 
partiality for elderly people — a partiality which is quite natural in him. 

I think, Sir, there is not much distinction between tin* age* of 1*1 and HI, 
esp mildly in a country like ours where people die before tbev attain 
the age of oO. Therefore, 1 Mould request him to withdraw his amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Muulvt Abdul Hamid Shah was then put and a division 
taken with the following result. — 

AYC8. 

Khan, Khan tanadar Maulvi Muauam All. 
Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Ray, Babu Ha#tndra Harayan. 

Rbttt, tabu Hbtbni. 

•hah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

| lalaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. H. f. 

NOES. 

Canaan, Ra> tahadur Buol Kumar. 

Cham, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

CiUhntt, Mr. R. M. 

Cuba, Babu Brafutta Kumar. 

Cuba. Mr. I*. M. 

Ht n d a run , Mr. A. 0. R. 

Hbtaain, Maulvi Muha m ma d . 

Khan, Maulvi Amimurtaman. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddtn. 

Khan, Mr. Rataiu r Rahman. 

Maltl, Mr. R. 

Miliar, tha Hdnbia Sir Bravath Chuddar. 
Mltira, tahu tnrai Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan tahadur Muhammad Abdul 
M aab a rjaa , Mr. iy a mapr a ta d 
Muhbaaadhaya, Rai lahlb tarai Ch a ndra. 


Aftal, Rawabiada Khwaja Muhammad. 

Khan tahadur. 

AU, Maulvi Ha man. 

RaJuh, Maulvi Byad Majid, 
tanarji, Rai tahadur KMhab Chandra, 
•landy, Mr. t. N. 
tarn, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, tabu Kitftori Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Byad Oaman Haidar. 
Chamdhury , Hap tadi Ahmad, 
thaw dh ury, Maulvi Abdul Cham. 
Oi»aiat>r, Majar>CaaaraJ W. V. 

Paranui, tha Hantla Mawab K. C. M., 

F aun a , Mr. L. R. 
faMuttah, Maulvi Muhammad. 


Rahah, Maulvi Shaik Rahim, 
tarma, Rai iahib Pane ha nan. 
taau, Mr. Narvndra Kumar. 

Ou, Rai tahadur Kamim Kumar. 
Haaut, Khan tahadur Maulvi Afiiut. 
Hu% Mr. A. K. Faii-ul. 

Kaatm, Maulvi Abut. 
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Matt tabu Suk Lai. 

Mandy, Maharaja Sri* Chandra, of Kathn- 
batar. 

Naximuddin, tha Han'Ma Mr. Khwaja. 
Philpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Paddar, Sath Hunuman Prasad. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Rai MahataJ, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, tabu Khsttsr Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, tabu Satish Chandra. 
Raid, tha Manila Mr. R. N. 

Ray, tabu Haribansa. 

Ray, tabu Satyandra Nath. 

May, Mr* la Mat war Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 


Ray, tha Han'Ma Mr. lijay Prasad Singh. 
Ray ChawdhuH, tabu Ham Chandra, 
taadatultah, Maulvi Muhammad* 
iahana, tabu Satya Kinfcar. 


•arhar, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 
San, Mr. t. r. 

San, Mr. Cirit Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib Akthay Kumar. 
Staplatan, Mr. H. C. 

Tawnand, Mr. H. P. v. 

Twynam, Mr. H. J. 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R. 

Waodhaad, tha Man'bla Mr. d. A. 


Tho Ayes beitifr 14 and the .\ w , :,8. the motion was lost. 

The motion of Balm Kishori Mohan Chuudhuri was, bv leave of the 
(council, withdrawn. 


Adjournment. 

The f'ouncil wus then adjourned till It on Tuesday, the 16th 

Auprust, HBW, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedinf* of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act* 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the Kith August, 1932. at 3 jun, 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Double Kaju Sir Manmauu Naih Kay 
Ciiaudhuri, KT., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’hle Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hou’hle Ministers and 111) nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 


The following member made an oath of hi* allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. J. I). V. Hodge. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Theft of dothes of prisoners in the Dum Dum gpeolal Jail. 

*76i Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) M ill the llon'hlr 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department In* pleased to 
state whether it i*» a fact that the clothes of alx>ut 200 prisoners wen* 
stolen from the Dum Dum additional sjariul jail? 

(b) Did the Government take any steps — 

(i) to replace the stolen clothes of the prisoners; and 
(it) to offer commutation for the samt*? 

(c) If the answer to ib) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Mem her be pleased to state what was the amount of compensation 
offered** 

id) t !f no compensation was offered, will the Hon’ble Member he 
pleased to state what was the reason therefor? 
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MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL (MILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'bfe Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Certain articles of clothing 

belonging to 50 pmouer# were lost. 

(6) (i) No. 

(b) (H) and (r) A sum of IN. 09-15 is being paid to the owners as 
-compensation for the loss. 

id) Does not arise. 


Female civil disobedience prisoners. 

•71. Babtl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state- 

(i) how many ladies have !>ecn convicted in Bengal, up to the pre- 
sent, in connection with the civil disobedience movement; 

(it) how man\ of them have l>een placed respectively under divi- 
sions I, II and III; and 

(iii) what is the nature of the work which the female civil disobedi- 
ence prisoners of division 111 are required to do)* 

(6) Are the lady prisoners supplied with sarecs from the jail or are 
•they permitted to bring these from outside? 

(<•) Has any complaint Wen made as regards the quality of the wear- 
ing cloth supplied to the female prisoners? 

(d) Is it a fact that the female prisoners have been rudely treated ii 
the Hijli and the Presidency .Pails? 

(e) Is it a fact that the female civil disobedience prisoners in the 
Presidency Jail have Wen assaulted by male Euro]>ean warders and 
bodily lifted and put into cells? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: «i) <i) GOO. 

(ii) On t lie 30th July, 193V?. tlieie were 1 in division I, 57 in divi- 
sion II and 143 in division III. 

(iii) Under Jail Code rules 775 and 954 they are required to do 
ordinary jail work, but as a rule they are employed on spinning. 

{b) Female prisoners in division 1 and those undergoing simple 
imprisonment are jiermitted to wear snrm supplied from outside. 
Other female prisoners wear jail 
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v (c) No complaint has been received about the quality of the wear- 
inf cloth. 

(d) No complaint has been received In Government from any female 
prisoners about rude treatment in the llijli and the Presidency Jails. 

(e) No such complaint has been received, nor have Government any 
information on the point. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llon’ble Member 
be pleased to state if all complaints by prisoners arc forwarded to 
Government for information!' 


Tht Hobble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: 1 should 
think so, at any rate all important complaints. 


Hunger-strike* by the civil disobedience prisoners in the Rijshahi end 
Midnapore Jails. 

•72. Mr. P. BANERJI: to) Will the Hon Tile Mcml*ei in (barge 
of the Political (Jails) Department In* pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that there have l»een hunger-strikes by the nvil disoliedience pri- 
soners in the Hajshahi and Midnapore Jails during the period from 
March to June, 1 OTJ ? 

(ft) If ho, what are the rea-Mmst* 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTERl Un Only me 
prisoner was on hunger-strike for six du\s in the month of Ma>. 10112, 
in Hajshahi Central Jail ami on paitial hunger-strike from 2. r *th June 
to 20th July, 10*12, in Midnapore Central Jail. 

(/*) The member is referred to the reply given to unstnrred <]ue»lion 
No. 1 asked by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri at this session. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the lion Tile Member \m 
pleased to state if it is the same man who was on hunger-strike in the 
month of May in the Hajshahi Central Jail and was on partial hunger- 
strike from 2oth June to 20th July in the Midnapoie Central Jail!" 


Tbs* HofPbts Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I should 
think so. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASIC Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what partial hunp-rr-strike means? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER * It means that 
he did not take ordinary food. I believe what he took was sugar, or 
water, or some such thing. 


Principal, Islamia Collage, Calcutta. 

•73. Mr. H. 8. 8UMRAWARDY: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Education Department he pleased to state for how long 
has Mr. A. II. Ilarley, m.a.. Principal, Islamia College, Calcutta, been 
granted leave? 

(b) What arrangements have Government made for the appointment 
of an officiating Principal of the College during Mr. Harley’s absence? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin): (a) •’> mouths and '20 days. 

(h) Mr. J\ W. Holme has l>een appointed to act as Principal in addi- 
tion to his duties as part-time Professor of English at the Islamia 
College. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when Mr. Ilarley left for England? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: In Tune, perhaps. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is quite certain that Mr. Ilarley has taken 
leave for five months and 2<) days only, and not till January next? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: May W so. as hie 

leave includes the vacation also. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is aware that Mr. Holme is also Principal of 
another college, the La Martiniere College? 


The Hon’ble Mr, KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 
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Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Does the Hon’hie Minister 
consider it desirable that a part-time Principal should preside over the 
Ialaznia College, Calcutta Y 

Tha Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: An officiating 
appointment was duly made but unfortunately that officer had to go on 
medical leave at short notice, so we had no other option but to appoint 
Mr. Holme as the best mun available. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Docs the Hon’ble Minister 
mean to say that there was no educational officer under the («o\crmtteut 
of Bengal competent to act as Principal of the Islatma College* 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: He was appointed 
because he was a suitable officer and a Do on economic grounds. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
prepared to admit that the prestige of the [slatnia College will be 
maintained if a part-time Principal is placed at the head of that 
institution Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: He is there only for 
a short time. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Will the Hon hie 

Minister be pleased to state if there is un\ precedent for appointing 
a Principal of u private college to take • hargc of a principal s duties in 
any <io\ eminent college* 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, we have done 
this before. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hobble 
Mi nister Ik* pleased to state how many hours a day Mr. Holme is able to 
devote to his work at the Islamia College** 

Tht Hon’bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN f Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if he considers that the appointment of one 
professor in charge of two colleges leads to efficiency** 

ThaHan’bJa Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDOiN: That r* a matter of 

opinion. 
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Mr. IYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 

aware that under the University Regulations any change in the staff of 
a college should lie reported to the University? 

Tht Hon 1 bis Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. SYAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is the Rou ble Minister 

aware that no such report was made to the University by Government 
in this ease? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware; I 

want notice. 

Mfll ulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether Mr. Holme is a part-time professor of English 
in the La Martiniere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA HAZIMUDDIN: No 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if Mi. Holme is a retired Government servant 
drawing pension? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIH: Yes. 


Reduction in Provincial expenditure. 

•74. Mr. 6YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in ehnrge of the Finance Department Ik* pleased to state 
whether, apart from the appointment of the Bengal Retrenchment 
Committee, Government have taken any other steps to effect substantial 
reduction in provincial expenditure? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member bo pleased to state what nre such steps? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bto 
Mr. J. A. Woodhoad): (a) Yes. 

(b) A reference is invited to the memorandum regarding retrench- 
ment which was circulated to members of this House by my predecessor 
on the 21st September of lost year. The table attached to that memo- 
randum has been correc ted up to the current year’s budget, and copies 
have been placed on the library table for the information of members. 
It will lie seen therefrtnn that Government have, since 1S130, been con- 
tinuously endeavouring to reduce provincial expenditure. la the 
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cttprent year, apart from the economies made in the budget, Govern- 
ment have, both before and since the appointment of the Retrenchment 
Committee, continued to examine the possibility of further economies: 
they propose however to await the Committee'* proposal* before making 
any statement as to what more can be effected. 


Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member now 

in a position to state whether the question of reduction in provincial 
cabinet will be considered by Government ? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. J. A. WOODHEAD: Ms reply is the same an 

before. 


Deprovinoialixation of Covemmont aohoots and ooUegee. 

•75. Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the education Department l>e pleased U> state 
what step*, if any. have Wen taken by the Government to examine the 
question of dejrrovmoiulination of Government schools and college * Y 

( l> ) Is it intended to give immediate effect to any such scheme in 
any shajie or form Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIM: (a) The question win 
discussed at lonbrence convened by the Minister in May Inst. 

(h) The matter is still under consideration. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERJEE: Is the llnn'ble Minister 
aware that he gave an assurance almost an undertaking, that n con- 
ference to ron-tder tin* deprf»vincialir.ation of < olleges will be held in 
July? May I u*k July of whnh >e«r? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN I The tonforence will 
Ire held but not m July; a little later on. 

Murtbidebad-Darleeliftg Rood in North SengaJ. 

•7S. Mthweja JACAOISH NATH RAY, of Oifieipur: on Will 
the Hon’lile Minister in ( barge of the I*n»| Self-Government Dejmrt- 
ment be pleased to state whether the Murshidubuddhirjccling Rood in 
North Bengal has !>ecn accepted as one re<|uiring urgent improvement* 
under the Road Devehqwneut Scheme? 

(6) If so — 

(i) when will the improvement work Ire taken; and 

(m) what ateps have been taken to expedite the same? 
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( c ) If this road has not been included in the list of roads under 
rthsf Bond Development Scheme, are the Government considering the 
necessity and utility of developing it? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (,,) No decision 

Las yet been reached. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Various alternative alignments for the North-Bengal highway 
were suggested at a conference held in Darjeeling in June, 1931. The 
-opinions of local officers called for upon these have been received and 
will be considered at the next meeting of the Road Board. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvt AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether as regards alignment the opinion 
of the local bodies and district boards was taken? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The district 
boards were represented at the conference. 


Supply of Covammant publications to libraries. 

•77. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAH ASA!: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Kducation Dejmrtment be pleased to state 
whether the name of any library has been added in the distribution 
list for the supply of Government publications since the statement 
made in the Council on the subject in reply to unstarred question 
No. 181 of the *J5t h August, 1930? 


The Hon*Mt Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, the Bansberia 
Public library, Hooghly. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAIl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the addition of one library in the distribution 
list for the supply of Government publications within two years is 
enough for the whole province? 


The HoiVblc Mr. KHWA4A NAZIMUDDIN: Y«*. 



1 #.] 


QUESTIONS. 


81 


HUf t K lunar BHattaotarjya, prtomr in th# Pug lia 

•78. Mr. R. MAITiS (a) Is the Hon' hie Member in oharge of 
the Political (Jails) Deportment aware — 

(i) that one Prod jot Kumar Bhattacharjya, a condemned prisoner 
in the Douglas murder ease, has been placed in division 
III ; and 

(it) that he is kept confined day and night in one of the cello of 
the Midnapore Central Jail? 

(hi Is it n fact that an application made b\ the pleader on his behulf 
for a higher division has lieen rejected by the Additional District Magis- 
trate of Midnapore? 

(r\ Is it a fuct that Prodyot’s mother has seut in a petition to the 
Government for placing her son in a higher division? 

{d) Will the llon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps the 
Government have tuken in the matter? 

The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDIR MITTERs (a) (i) and (n) 

The case lieing governed by niles 973 and G7 4 trf the Jail Code, no 
question of class ifieat ion arises. Rule 973 presorilie# confinement in 
a cell. 

(b) and (r) As there is no question of classification and as nilol 
973, 974 and 981 of the Jail Code apply, the jietition had to t>o rejected. 

(th I)o«*s not arise. 

•unity Chowdhury, a oonvict in th# 8t#vens murder otae. 

*78. Mr. R. MAITiS (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in churgo of 
the Political (fails) Deportment In* pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Sunity Chowdhury, a life lady convict in the Steven# murder 
cose, at present lodged in the Midnupore Central Jail, was recom- 
mended by the trial court to lie placed in division II after conviction? 

(b) Is it a fact that she has been ordered to lie placed in division 
III under Government order No. 2290P.J,, dated the 22nd April, 
1932, without assigning any reasons therefor? 

<e) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what ure th# reason# 
for placing her in a lower division? 

(d) Is it a fact that she has been gradually losing her weight? 

(e) If so, what steps do the Government propose taking against th# 
deterioration of her health? 
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(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of placing her 
in division II in view of her present state of health, tender age and 
status in life? 

The Hofi'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No. 

(h) and (c) Yes. Ah to the reasons the member is referred to the 
answer given to a similar question No. 32 (starred) asked by Mr. P. 
Baner ji. 

( d ) and (e) Her weight on admission to Jail as a convict was 96 
lbs. and since 20th Marc h, 1032, it has remained constantly at 105 lbs. 
In addition to the regular diet she is given extra milk \ seer and sugar 
1 chatak daily. 

(/) No. 

Exorbitant rato of interest prevailing in Bengal. 

♦80. Maufvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon hie Member in 
charge of the Judic ial Department lx* pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment intend to take early steps with a view to gi\ing relief to the 
agriculturists against the* exorbitant rate of interest prevailing in the 
province? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): The whole question of usiuioih rates of interest is 
still under the consideration of Government and no conclusion has yet 
been reached, 

Maillvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that I have introduced a Usurious Loan Hill for the protection of 
tenants; if so, will he be pleased to tell me whether it lias received the 
sanction of the Government of India? 

The Hoft 9 bl« Mr. R. N. REID: If the saneti m of the Government 
of India has been received, the hon'ble member must be aware of it. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state how long the matter is under consideration? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: I want notice. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state how* long it will take to come to a conclusion? 

ThO Hau’bfti Mr. R. N. REID: I am not able to answer that 
question. 
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•abu AMULYAOHAN RAY: U the Uon'ble Member .ware that 
the pecuniary condition of the agriculturist* of Bengal is the worst 
possible ? 

Tbs Hon’ Ms Mr. R. N. REID: I am aware that the pecuniary 
condition of the agriculturists of Beugal is bad. 

Minis! SYEO MAJID BAK8H: Is the double Member aware 
that already two Bills have been introduced by private members which 
could not be discussed for want of time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question docs not arise. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon 1 Tile Member be 
pleased to set* that non-official viietnlwr* be given the proper tune to 
enable them to discuss those Bill**? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not allow that question. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Will the llcra'hle 

Member be pleased to su\ whether, apart from the question of usurious 
rates of interest. an\ proposals tor the liquidation of agriculturist*’ 
debts b\ adjustment t** under eonsiderution ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That does not arise. 


3-15 p. in . 

Dist of priionon in the Khulna Jail. 

*81. Babtl SUK LAL NAG: (a) Will the dou ble MetnWr m 
charge of the Political (Jail*) Department Is* pleased to state who, 
according to the Jail (Vide, is responsible for the diet of criminal 
prisoners? 

(6) Was the Sujierintendent present at any mewl time in the Khulna 
Jail, on any day during January and Febiuarx, 1931* ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that several complaints were made to the Superinten- 
dent of the Jail regarding the food provided to the prisoners? 

{ d ) If so, what action, if any, was taken by the Superintendent in 
the matter? 

Tht Hon'Wa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: «t) Under 
Jail Code rule 259 the Jailor is primarilv responsible, but under rules 
90 , 650 and 1063 of the Code the Ku fieri nten tie nt is ultimately respon- 
sible for the diet of prisoners. 
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(h) The Superintendent examined the food every day after it was 
cooked. 

(c) Ordinary prisoners never complained, but civil disobedience 
prisoners used to make frivolous complaints. 

( d ) No action was taken as it was not considered necessary. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’bie Member be 
pleased to state whether the complaints are frivolous according to him 
or according to Die Superintendent? 

The Hon’bie Sir PROVASH CHUHDER MITTER: According to 
the materials conveyed to Government through t lie Superintendent. 

Honorary women Magistrates for Juvenile Courts. 

•$2. Mr, 8. M. B08E: pi) Is the llon’ble Meml»er in charge of 
the Judicial Department aware of a motion moved on the 21st March, 
19d2, during tin* budget debate railing attention to the necessity for 
appointing honorary women Magistrates foi juvenile courts? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate appointing women honorary 
Magistrates ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the nffirmnti\e, when is the scheme 
likely to be introduced ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. R. N. REID: t a) Yes. 

(h) The matter is under consideration. 

(c) Until Government have come to a decision, the question of the 
introduction of a scheme does not arise. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: With reference to answer (r), will the Hon’bie 
Member be pleased to state when Government expect to come to a final 
decision on tin* matter? 

The Hon’bie Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot give a definite date but I 
think the order w ill he passed soon. 

Offkwn of British domioiie drawing Indian pension. 

*83. Mr. 8. M. B08E: Will the Hon'ble Member in charge of the 
Finance IHq>artment las pleased to state — 

(») whether it is a fact that a person of British domicile redding 
in England, drawing an Indian pension in England through 
an agent, is requited under the Civil Service Regulations to 
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get hi# pension transferred to an Indian treasury in ewe he 
visits India for three months during the cold weather; and 
(it) whether, under the said Regulations, a person is bound to 
reside in England as long as he is drawing Indian pension 
at the Home treasury through an agents 


Th# Hon’bJft Mr. J, A. WOODHEAO: (t) and («») No. 


Chittagong incidents. 

•84. Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: un U the Double 

Member in charge of the Political Department nwsie that during iho 
last session of the Bengal legislative Touneil on the IlOth March, 1932, 
the ITon’ble Mr. W. 1). R. Prentice gave the following answer to a 
supplementary question in connection with the incidents that happened 
at ('hittugong last year — 

“Government hoj>ed to lie able to make a statement liefore the end 
of the session, but owing to the eonydexity of the matter 
and the necessity for consultation with the Government of 
India this has not l**en found possible” Y 

(ft) Will the lion’ hie Memlier be pleased to stale whether the Gov- 
ernment of India ha\e b«*en consulted on the subject; if so, with what 
results ? 

trl When will the pinpoint statement be made by Government ? 

MEMBER in ohargc cf POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (thi HofPW# 
Mr. R. N. Reid): M Yes. 

(M The Government of India have been consulted. 

tel In the current session. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE; Will the Hoii’ble Memlier 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government of Indin 
disapprove of the attitude taken up by the Government of Bengal on the 
report of the Official Inquiry Committee? 

The Hofl’blc Mr. R. N. REID: That is a question which I am 
unable to answer. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08A0 MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to lay on the table the 
correspondence that has passed between the Government of India and 
the Government of Bengal on the subject? 


TIN H Wbie Mr. R. N. REID: No. 
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Mr. SHANTI 0HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 

ber be pleased to state the points on which consultation had taken place 
between the Government of India and the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No, I am unable to answer that 
question. I shall, however, make a statement on the subject. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state in what form the statement is proposed to be made? 

Th# Hon’Mft Mr. R. N. REID: You will hear when the statement 
is made. 

Mr. 9YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Ilon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the members of this House will have an 
opportunity of discussing this statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the Hon’ble Member can answer 
that question. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: I want to know whether it 
will be made in such a form as will enable the members to discuss it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That matter rests with (lie Chair. You cannot 
discuss that statement unless 1 allow \ou to do so. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon' ’bio 
Member be pleased to state whether it is the intention of Government 
to make this statement in time for la to raise any discussion on the 
subject ? AVill it ho made on the last day of the session? 

Tbt Hon' bit Mr. R. N. REID: No. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Assault in the Hijli Jail on 27th April, 1882. 

36. Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that on the 27th April last Sure* Chandra 
I)e, Nagendra Nath Ghosh, Mody, and Natondra Nath Das, prisoners 
in the Hijli Jail, were assaulted and abused by the Superintendent? 

(ft) If so, under what circumstances were they assaulted? 

(r) Is it a fact that the assault was made in the presence of the 
Inspector-General of Prisons? 

Th# Hoft’bt# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERf (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 
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Appointments in Modioti College 

n. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Rou ble 

Mi nister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state what were the reasons which led to the recent appointments in 
place of retirements and transfers in the Medical Department, specially 
in the Medical College? 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state why these 
vacancies could not have been filled up by the appointment of Honorary 
Lecturers as is done in the Carmichael Medical College? 

(c) Is it a fact that most of the Medical College Assistant Surgeon 
staff are kept busy for private practice and laboratory practice? 

h/» Will tbe Hon’hlo Minister Im» pleased to state the maximum 
tenure of a post of un Assistant Surgeon in the Calcutta Medical 
College?* 

(e) Will the Hon ’hie Minister l>e pleased to lay on the table a list 
of Assistant Surgeons in the different departments, with the date of 
their appointments in these departments?' 

{ f) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that on the Continent almost all 
the hospital staff are honorary? 

(«;) If the answer to (/> is in the affirmative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of applying in the present financial i rise* 
the same principle in the Calcutta Medical College department*, 
Hospitals and partially in the College departments? 


Tht Hon’bif Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (n) The nece*- 

ftity for carrying on the uork of the department. 

\h) Of these post* it is only as regards the professorships of Patho- 
logy and of Physiology’ that the question of appointing Honorary 
Lecturers could have arisen and there the work involved is Iwvottd the 
scope of Honorar\ Le< hirers; n takes o or (i hours daily and it involve* 
responsibility for the use and care of u great deal of valuulde Govern- 
ment property. 

in No. 

{d) There is no fixed rule. 

(*) A list is laid on the table. 

(/) No. In Medical Colleges on the Continent almost all the senior 
permanent staff are paid. 

(g) Doe* not arise. 
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List referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question No. 37. 
Calcutta Mkdical College Hospital. 


Port. 


Name. 


Date of appointment. 


Additional Physician 

Additional Surgeon • . 

First Assistant Chemical Ex- 
aminer, 

Second Assistant Chemical 
Examiner. 

Third Assistant Chemical 
Examiner. 

Fourth Assistant Chemical 
Examiner. 

Assistant Professor of Anatomy 

Demonstrator, Anatomical 
Ilopartmeiit. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Assistant Professor of physio- 
logy- 

Demonstrator, Physiological 
Dcjiartmimt. 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Dr, Pratuinati Ganguli 
Rai Dr. Vpcndra Nath Roy 
C'houdhury Rahadur. 

Dr. Hem Chandra Chakrabar- 

ti. 

Dr. Krishnadhan Sinha 

Dr. Jitendra Kumar Banerji 

Dr. Sachi Nath Chatterji 

Dr. Nagcndra Nath Chatterji 
Dr. Nilratan Haiierji 

Dr. Hatish Chandra Das 
Dr. Hipm Hihari Hasak 
Dr. Narayan Chandra Mttra 
Dr. Huresh Chandra Kmha . . 
One vacant. 

Dr. Lai Mohan Ghtwol 

Dr. Charuhratn Ray 

Dr. Hatya Charon Sen 
Dr. Amiilya Kutnn Chakra 
barti. 


29th August, 1931. 
15th March, 1930. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

18th June, 1928. 

22nd June, 1917. 

3rd August, 1917. 

5th Decent tier, 1921. 
1st July, 1921. 

4th January. 1924. 
2nd April, 1930. 

1st April, 1932. 

16th August, 1917. 

26th Julv, 1919. 

1st March, 1925. 


Ditto 

Assistant Professor of Riology 

Demonstrator, Riologicui 

Dcij»artmenl. 

Ditto 

Assistant Ractenologwt and 
Assistant lhrofessor of Palho- 

Demonstrator, Pathological 

and Bacteriological Impart 
ment. 

Ditto 

Resident Surgeon, Medical 

College Hospital. 

Resident Physician, Medical 

College Hospital. 

House Burgeon, Surgical Out- 
door Department. 

House Burgeon, Ward of Pro- 
fessor of Hurgerv. 

House Burgeon, Ward of Pro- 
feasor of Cluneal Burgerv, 

Resident Medical Offai-er, 

Eye Hospital. 

Registrar and Refraction 

Assistant. 

House Surgeon, Eden Hospital 

House Physician, First Physi- 
cian's Want, 

House Physician, Second Phy 
•Asian’s Want. 


Dr. A. K. M. Abdul Wahed. . 
On© vacant. 

Dr. SailcKuar Mukharji 
Nalutjihan Hancrji 

Dr Nrifiendra Nath Mukharp 
Dr. Jogc«h t'lmndra Mukharji 


Dr. Dhruba Mohan Chatterji 


Dr, Burnsli ('handra Cliundra 

One vacant 

Dr. Lai Gojud Banerji 

Prafulla Ranjan Das Gupta 

Dr. Anath Randhu lianerji 

Dr, Mahbubul Amecn 

Dr. Subodh Chandra Oupta 

Dr. Mansurs! Rahman 

Dr. Heinanta Kumar India. 

Dr, Budhir ('handra Bose . , 
Dr. Nawah Ah 

Dr. Pramada Bankar Bhatta- 
cherji. 


24th June, 1932. 

7th July, 1917. 

5th Septoridier, 1918. 

24th November, 1921. 
29th July, 1930. 

1st September, 1928. 

16th Octolter, 1930. 
23nl December, 1931. 
21st May, 1932. 

31st January, 1931. 
22ml November, 1930. 
25th December, 1931. 
14th December, 1931. 

1st M«v. 1931. 

15th July, 1931. 

21st April, 1931. 
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Port. 

House Physician, Outdoor 
Medical Department. 

First House Surgeon, Ophthal- 
mic Ward. 

Second House Surgeon, Oph- 
thalmic Ward. 

Registrar of Medical Caws 

Registrar of Surgical Cases . . 

Registrar of Obstetrical 
Cases. 

Emergency Officer 
Ditto 

Clinical Pathologist 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Demonstrator of Practical 

Pharmacy, Senior. 

Demonstrator of Practical 

Pharmacy, Junior. 
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Name. 

Dr. Md. Abdur Rahman 

Dr. Md. Refatuilah 

Dr. ITabhat K. Biswas 

Dr. Aruuita Moltan Datta 
Dr. Dtugapada t Shush 
Dr. Kadha Raman Roy 

Dr. Bande Ali Ahmad 
Dr. Sukumar Biiatiacherji . . 
Dr. Bisimuiaida Tribcdi 
Dr. Hiran Kumar Datta 
Dr. Jatnmi Bhussn ltancrji 
Dr. Pulin B. Bhattachcrji 

l>r. J. M. Mukticrp 


Date of appointment. 

.. 9th June, 1032. 

1st July. 1031. 

10th August, 1031. 

12th June. 1930. 
l?th January, 1928. 

1st May. 1931. 

24th January, 1932. 

3rd April, 1932. 

4th Alav. 1927. 

Kith Octolier, 1930. 

1st September, 1030. 
13th July, 1932. 

24th June, 1932. 


Carmuhakl Hospital for Tropical Diskabks. 


Medical Registrar 
House Physician 
Ditto 


Dr. Manmdra N. Mullick 9th June, 1932. 

Dr. Said Nath Bhattacherji 27th July, 1926. 
Dr. Rabiiulra Nath Chaudhury 9th June, 1932. 


E leotrooardiographic Examination in Caloutta Modieal Col logo. 

38. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) With reference to 
the reply given to unttarred question No. 10B at the Council meeting 1 
held on the list March last, will the lion'lde Minister in charge of the 
JjOCttl Selfd iovernment Department he pleased to stute whether u new 
department for the electrocardiographic examination of the heart ha* 
now been ojmned in the Medical College? 

{b) If ho, who is going to lie in charge of the new department? 

(<*) Is the gentleman proposed to lie put in charge of the department 
a specialist in the subject? 

{(!) If not, will the llon’blc Minister lx* pleased to state whether 
there is any specialist whose services may be available for the post ? 

(e) Is it a fact that a specialist has offered his service# honorary, 
for the work? 

(f) Will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to uvail themselves of this offer P 

Tht Hoft’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD StHCH ROY: <«> No. 

m (b) t (<*) and (d) These questions do not arise. 

(e) No. 

(/) Thi* does not arise. 
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Motor Vehicles Tax Department 

39. BabU SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the I*oc&l Self-Government Department he pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(i) how many new appointments (excluding clerks and peons) have 
been made in connection with realisation of the new motor 
vehicles taxes in Calcutta; 

(it) how many of them are Europeans (including Anglo-Indians); 
and 

(Hi) how many of them are Indians? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (i) Three. 

(ii) Three. 

(ill) None. 

BabU 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason why no Indians were appointed? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Eighteen officers 
were appointed; 15 of them were Indians and 3 non-Indians. 

BabU 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer (mK why no Indian was 
appointed? 

Tht Hon'blt Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The answer I 
have given is in reply to the (piestion put by the member. 


8urgoon of Mitfonf Hospital, Daoca. 

40. Maulvi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY : at) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge ot the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(*) that the surgeon of the Mitford Hospital. Dacca, has to look 
after two wards; and 

(tit) that the teachers of Anatomy and Physiology have no hospital 
work? 

(b) If the answer to («) (ii) is in the affirmative, are the GovaA- 
xnent considering the desirability of transferring the surgical wards to 
their charge in addition to their present work? 
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Th# Hon’We Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS (a) (•) and 

(it) Yes. 

(/>) No. Teachers of Anatomy and Physiology have no t icue for 
hospital duties in addition to their teaching* work: it is not the practice, 
in other similar institutions, for such teachers to have charge of beds. 


Statement on the incidents at Chittagong. 

The HoiPbJe Mr. R. N. REID. Sir, according to the undertaking 
I gave in my reply to Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s question, 1 rise to 
make a brief statement on the incidents at Chittagong in August- 
September, 19.31, and Government's conclusions thereon. Government 
have considered very carefully the report of the Commissioner on those 
incidents and all other information available and have also been in close 
consultation with the Government of India on the subject. The con- 
clusion they have come to is ihat, following on the intense feeling 
aroused by the murder of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ashanullah on the 30th 
August, 1931, coupled with the long continued strain to which the local 
officers had been subjected for a period of over 18 months, certain 
breaches of discipline were committed and certain damage was done to 
private proper*) whic h cannot he condoned. As a result of this, Govern- 
ment have taken suitable disciplinary action against the officers at fault 
and l am authorised to state that t hi-* action has the full approval of the 
Government of India. Certain claims for compensation have been put 
forward and are being dealt with on their merits. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, is it open to members of 
this House to ask any questions on the statement made bv the Hon’ble 
Mr. Reid ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, I may allow you to put quest ions provided 
they are relevant and admissible and asked for further elucidation of 
any matter of fact of that statement. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon 'Ida Member U 

pleased to state what were the breaches of discipline mentioned in the 

statement? 

* 


TIN HOft’Mt Mr. R. N. REID: I have nothing further to add. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what sort of disciplinary action has been taken against 
the officers concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot give any further informa- 
tion on that point. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR0SAD MOOKERJEE: If the Hon’ble Member has 

made up his mind to answer in this fashion, then it is useless for us to 
ask any questions on the subject. Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state what approximately is the extent of the damages done? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot state offhand the extent of 
the damage. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Government have decided to take 
action under section 124 of the Government of India Ar t against any 
officer in connection with the Chittagong incidents? 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: I ha\e already stated that suitable 
action will hr* taken under the ordinary rules and 1 have nothing further 
to add. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : Will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the nature of action taken against 
the officers concerned? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No, I cannot answei that question. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what sort of action has been taken 
against each officer? 

Tht HOfPMe Mr, R. N. REID: Disciplinary action. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BABU: Does the Hon’ble Member 
want to be facetious? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it will serve any useful purpose 
to ask any more questions on the subject, as the Hon’ble Member is not 
willing to give more information on the subject. I think the time of 
the Council will, therefore, l»e more profitably spent if we get back to 
the Bengal Municipal Bill. We will now take up amendment No. 285. 
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[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then resumed.) 

Maulvi SYEO MAJID BAK8H. Sir, I beg to move that before 
clause 20 (1) (6), the following be inserted, namely: — 

(a) is a public woman or a woman of ill-fame. 

Sir, yesterday this House passed an amendment allowing women to 
stand for election to municipalities. I desire to introduce a very whole- 
some safeguard. Since all women will become voters, certain dis- 
crimination should be made and any one who is a public woman or a 
woman of ill-fame would be debarred from standing as a candidate for 
election to the municipalities. (A \ojck: AVhat is meant by a public 
woman?) One of my frieuds has asked wlmt is the definition of a 
woman of ill-fame us if he does not know what it is. Such women are 
known to everybody. In the elec toru 1 rolls the person who prepares 
them may enter in the remarks column that such and such women are 
women of ill-fame. If such an entry is made against any person under 
the provisions relating to the electoral roll that person may file un 
objection and can get the entry cancelled and that will obviate difficulties 
which 1 think some of my friends apprehend. In order to avoid them, 

I have proposed ibis amendment, and l hope it will be accepted by this 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; 1 should like to have one discussion on this and 

the following motion. Maulvi Sahib, would you kindly move? 

Maulvi BY ED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, 1 beg to move that after 
clause 20 (/) (y\, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(A) is directly or indirectly connected with the carrying on of 
immoral traffic of women". 

This ( 'ouncil is alicudv committed to the principle of ^oppression of 
immoral truffic and this amendment is quite in tune with the intention 
of those who want to suppress immorality, as it will debar ull persona 
who carry on immoral traffic from standing as candidates. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, although I am a staunch 
advocate of female franchise, yet I feel no hesitation in supporting the 
motion moved by my friend, Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh. In the best 
interests of the country it is desirable to exclude th mo dregs and scums 
of society from having any voice in the elections. Generally this class 
of electors are held as pawns in the hands of unscrupulous people who 
exercise votes under their directions during the Council elections. If a 
candidate wants to have the votes of this class of women, he has got to 
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pay a large sum for their entertainments. This is simply scandalous. 
The same thing would happen if they are given the right to vote in the 
municipal elections. It would not be a difficult thing to identify these 
women in the mvfassal in order to exclude them from the electoral roll. 
For the sake of purity in the elections, they should not be enfranchised 
under any circumstances. 

I also support Maulvi S'yed Majid Baksh’s amendment to dis- 
enfranchise those who directly or indirectly are connected with the 
carrying on of immoral traffic of women. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, it seems to me that both 
the mover and the Itai Mahasai are suffering from some delusion. It is 
not a question of the enfranchisement of these women. I do not think 
that at the present moment it is necessary to warn electors in municipal 
towns in Bengal not to elect public women us commissioners of a 
municipality. 1 do not think that a provision of this nature is at all 
required and if you have a provision of that nature in the Act, it will 
be a gratuitous insult to the electors of these municipalities. 


3 -'10 p.m. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: 1 rise* to oppose both the amendments on this 

ground. Who is to decide who is a public woman, or a woman of ill- 
fame Y Who is to be the judge!* Are jou going to hold an inquiry 
with the help of the Police, or will it be h\ a judge! -1 K there going to 
be un appeal)* It is \er\ easy to sa\ t hat so-and-so is a public woman, 
but it is u very serious charge to make, and therefore I oppose it. 

As regards 28S, I beg to point out that if a person is living upon the 
immoral traffic of women, he would be convicted and come under section 
(> ot the (’alcutta Immoral Traffic Act, 1923, and would be liable to a 
sentence up to 3 years and so under section 20. sub-section { 2 ), he 
would be ineligible. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD M00KER4EE: Might 1 just say one word? 
1 think it would be better if Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh in order to 
complete the cyc le also moves another amendment that not only will 
these persons be excluded from these elections, but also those men who 
frequent these houses. 

Ttl* Hoft’Mt Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
both thee*' amendments. As pointed out by Mr. Baku, I do not think it 
necessary to put in such a provision in the Bill, because it is really an 
insult to the electors, as they would be specifically asked not to elect 
such women. It is presumed they have got sense enough not to do so* 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1I& ] 


95 


As regards 288, it is an offence which will involve “ moral turpitude”, 
which is one of the disqualifications mentioned in clause 20. So I do 
not think this amendment is at all reasonable. 


Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: The Act says that if anyone is 
convicted on an offence which involves moral turpitude, for a period of 
more than six months, then he is disqualified, and if it is less than six 
months, I do not know how he can be qualified. 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 cannot say 
anything about that. It is not necessary to insert this. It does not 
matter whether it is six months or less; it involves moral turpitude. 

The motions of Maulvi Syed Majid Ilaksh were then put and bed. 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: l beg to move that in clause 
20 (2), in lines 2 and ‘1. for the words “such offence as in the opinion of 
the Local Government involves moral turpitude” the following be 
substituted, namely: 

“Offence under Chapter* XI, MI, XIII, sections 3. VI to 377 (both Aot XL1 
inclusive) and Chapters XVII, XVIII and XX of the Indian Penal 
Code.” 

The expression “moral turpitude” has nowhere been defined and is 
not capable of precise deli nit ion. It should not be left to the Local 
Government to decide what offence involves “moral turpitude”. The 
best course Mould be to euunictatc the offences that would be said to 
inwd\e “moial turpitude”. 


Tht Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment, because it will not be possible to enumerate all tho 
offences. A man muv be guilty of a very seriou* offence, say of murder, 
but it may not invohe moral turpitude. Murder does not come into 
the chapters which Rai Mahasai hn« quoted. On this ground, I oppose 
the amendment. 


*han Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what are the offences and what are tho 
sections which involve moral turpitude? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: You have set him a very hard task. 
{Laughter.) 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahaeai was then put and lost. 

Dr. NAREIH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 20 { 2 ), in lines 2 and 3, the words “in the opinion of the Local 
Government” be omitted. In other words, the section would stand like 
this — 

”(2; if any person is or has been convicted by a criminal court of 
any such offence as involves moral turpitude and which carries with it a 
sentence of transportation or imprisonment for a period of more than 
six months such person shall not, unless the offence of which he was 
convicted has been pardoned, be eligible for election or appointment for 
five years from the date of the expiration ot the sentence,” 

To leave it to the opinion of the Loral Government to determine whether 
an offence involves inoral turpitude seems to be not only unnecessary 
but positively harmful. It means that a man may commit an offence 
involving moral turpitude, but so long us Government does not express 
such an opinion, he can go in. Another man tinder the same circum- 
stances will he excluded simply because the Government does not want 
him. Supposing a person has been ex< lmled on this account on the 
ground that it is an offence which involves moral turpitude, there is no 
way for him to establish whether there has been utpral turpitude; he 
cannot file an election petition to establish that he was not guilty of arty 
offence involving moral turpitude. On the contrarv, if the words are 
excluded, tin* question of fact can be decided by u civil court whether 
the offence has involved moral turpitude. 1 do not think that Govern- 
ment should he very anxious to exercise this powei to declare that an 
offence in a particular case does involve moral turpitude. That will 
have to be decided not merely on the opinion of the Government, but 
upon a consideration of the entire evidence in the case in which be was 
convicted. 1 do not see that Government is in a position to waste so 
much time on u matter like this. On the contrary this should Imp a 
matter for the persons who prepare the electoral roll, and who are 
responsible for revising it. 

Tin Hoc'bt* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. If this amendment of I)r. Sen Gupta is 
accepted, it w ill lead to endless civil suits. Then* is no reason why the 
power should not la* left to the Local Government. The Local Govern* 
went have no soft corner in their mind for a person guilty of offences 
involving moral turpitude. For the sake of speedy disposal of such 
objections, I think it would be better to leave such objections to the 
Local Government, than to the civil courts. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and loat* 
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Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAi Sir, I bog to mov« that 
ft in clause 20 (2), in lines 3 and 4, for the word* "which carries with it a 
Mtence of" the words “and has been sentenced to” be substituted. 

These words mean quite different things, There are offences which 
carry with them sentences of transportation or imprisonment for a 
period of more than six months, but those offences, in particular cirrum- 
- stances, may be of such a technical und light character as not to deserve 
any substantial punishment. In such cases magistrates and judges let 
off such culprits with light sentences. There are cases of a very light 
and technical character; for instance, though the offence of abduction is 
a very serious one and carries with it a severe sentence, there have been 
cases of abduction by parent* in which the trying magistrate* have 
passed very light sentences. 1 know of a case in which the trying 
magistrate passed a sentence of mi prison men t until the rising of the 
court. The mere fact that that offence carries with it a heavy sentence 
is wholly immaterial. The point to consider in this connection is 
whether a substantial offence carries with it a substantial sentence, and 
I think that it will he* much better to relv upon the actual sentence 
rather than ujhui the* opinion expressed by the Government with regard 
to the nature of the offence If this provision is accepted, we will he 
acting upon the decision of the magistrate who heard the witnesses and 
passed his sentenc e* areordingh . The mere fact of convic tion, as I 
have already said, for an offence which carries with it a heavy sentence 
is wholly meaningless, und doe* not necessarily involve disparagement 
ot the person who is convic ted, for this reason l move this amendment. 


Tht Ho«fbl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Dr. Sen 
Gupta has t ited a ver> weuk < »hi> where it i* lunch « technical offence 
but the chances are that if Dr. Sen Gupta's amendment i* accepted 
people guilty of offence* involving moral turpitude, where there are no 
extenuating circumstances, will escape* punishment, rather they will 
have an advantage. For the same offence one magistrate passe* u light 
eentence whereas another magistrate may pa** a severe sentence, So 
it i* better that the law- should provide for both these c ase*. Moreover 
the wording ha* been taken from the Calcutta Municipal Act, and 1 
think it is working very well. So there run lie no reason for accepting 
this amendment of Dr. Sen Gupta. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta wan then put and a 
division demanded hut wa* not pressed. The motion was lost. 

Maulvi SYBO MAdlO BAKSHs Sir, 1 beg to move that »n clause 
20 (£), in Line 5 t for the word* “six months" the words "one year" be 
*ttb*tituted. 


7 
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My amendment is a very modest one. I have considered very 
carefully the question that if we raise the period of si* months to one 
year, it will be in conformity with the existing provisions in the 
Council Manual. There is already a provision of this nature in the 
case of the Legislative Council. In my opinion, the Bengal Municipal 
Act should not be more rigorous in this respect. 

The Hoffbla Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the amendment of Maulvi Majid Baksh. I see no reason why 
the law should he lenient to persons guilty of offences involving moral 
turpitude. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and lost. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY : I beg to move 
thut ufter clause 20 (2) the following he inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that, on application made by a person disqualified under 
this sub-section, the Local (iovernment may remove the disqualification 
by an order made in this behalf.” 

My proposal is that when there has been an offence involving moral 
turpitude it would he within the power of the Local ( nnernment on an 
application being made under this sub-clause to remove the disqualifica- 
tion by un order in this behalf. 

Now, Sir, moral turpitude as has been said by some of the speakers 
in connection with other amendments is an elastic term. What 
constitutes moral turpitude and what the expression means Y There 
may be some offences whic h realh involve moral turpitude but when all 
the fac ts are known they may be found to have extenuating circum- 
stances and accordingly the\ should not involve the consequences 
provided in the Bill. In such eases if a person is able to submit a full 
explanation of the circumstance* under which lie committed the offence 
in mitigation of the same I think he should not be debarred from 
approaching (Iovernment to remove his disqualification. This will leave 
adequate power iu the hands of (iovernment by sifting inquiry to find 
out the circumstance* which take away from the gravity of the offence. 

We find in the Legislative Council Manual (page 163) section 5, 
rule 2, a similar case is contemplated but there also the Government 
have Ihhui invested with the power of exculpating people found guilty of 
moral turpitude. If that is so in the case of the Legislative Council 
elections there is no reason why in tin* case of municipal elections 
similar provisions should not be made and Government should not be 
authorised to remove disqualification on au application being made. 
It will not take away the powers of Government, on the contrary it 
will give them additional and reserve powers. I think this is an 
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amendment which the Government may accept without any derogation 
of their authority and without any possible harm to anybody. I request 
tile Hon’ble Minister to accept this amendment. 

The Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD IINCH ROY: 1 am prepared 

to accept this amendment. 

The motion of Babu Suti*h Chandra Ray Chowdhun was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question i* that clause 20. as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Rill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clavtt’ 21. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 21 stand part of the 
Rill. 

4 p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE : Sir, I beg to move that 
for clause 21 (2>, <■/> and p5t the following be substituted, 

namely : — 

,k {2) Kvery adult mule person being a British subjeit or a subject 
of any State in India or U'ing an alien but exempted from 
the disabilities imposed by the Bengal (Alien**! Dixquitli* 
firation Act, RUM, and living ns an owner or occupier of a 
municipal holding for a period of one year previous to an 
election shall he entitled to vote in an election of cotiimin* 
sinners in any municipality 

Sir. so fur us female franchise is concerned, I have no objection to 
whatever qualification may he decided upon. But 1 feel, Sir, that the 
time has come when we must make an experiment in what may lx* 
called a little progress^ e mow in the matter of franchise in the munici- 
palities. I think it is well known by this tune that in the legislature 
we are making a very great extension so far us franchise is concerned 
and I do not think that in Bengal we should lx* satisfied at this stage 
with anything which tends to restnet the franchise, and I think, in 
view of the unanimous demand from all quarter*, whether from the 
Congress side or from any other side, that there should be adult 
suffrage, adult male suffrage in municipalities is one which should bo 
accepted by the House, Iwcause I feel that sooner or later we must 
have adult franchise in this Presidency at least so far a* municipalities 
are concerned. The only difficulty is the fact that we have not got at 
present an extensive franchise in the municipalities. The result of 
my proposal will be that the females will be qualified to vote bv the 
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provision* which have been made in the Bill and every person who is 
over a certain age and who is not an alien and who is an owner or 
occupier of a municipal holding for a period of one year previous to an 
election shall be entitled to vote in an election of commissioners in any 
municipality. I have added the latter portion for the purpose of 
preventing a class of persons who come in just before the election. 
With these few words I move this amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Sir, 1 am in complete 
sympathy with Khan Bahadur Azizul iiaijue in his anxiety to introduce 
adult franchise in the municipalities, but what prevents me from giving 
my support to his amendment is the addition of the word “male” in 
the first line. It is surprising that the democratic spirit of some of my 
friends stops short when it comes to the other sex. I arn for the demo- 
cratic principle of universal franchise throughout for males and females 
alike. There is no earthly reason why the females as such should be 
prevented from enjoying the privileges which the males as such enjoy. 
Because my friend has disfigured his amendment by this unjustifiable 
proposition of discrimination between male and female. 1 am not in 
favour of this amendment. (Khau Bahadur Maulvi Azizt'L Haute : 
Supposing the word “male” is dropped. > Then why not accept mv 
amendment No. .‘V^T Y But apart from that, the principle of adult 
suffrage has been so much on our lips in connection with the franchise 
for the legislatures that we shall be branding ourselves as hypocrites 
if we do not give our assent to the principle of adult suffrage even in 
the case of local self-government. We shall be branded as hypocrites 
and persons whose opinions are not worth the slightest consideration. 
We have been pressing for adult franchise and democracy in connection 
with the Government of India and the provincial Government und I 
certainly think that it is up to us to stand up for adult suffrage in the 
local Isulies. 

Tba Hon' bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. Khan Bahadur A*i*u! Ifaque as a member of 
the Indian Franchise Committee is naturally anxious to extend the 
franchise, but I would ask him in all seriousness whether he is true to 
the report to which he is one of the signatories. That report has clearly 
laid down that the time for adult franchise has not yet come and that 
there are practical difficulties. Now, we have got about three lakhs 
and odd ratepayers but only 08,000 odd voters. By one stroke of the 
pen we are going to exteud the number of electors at least by 10 to 16 
times because every ratepayer will be a voter and any one who pays 
any fee or tax will lie a voter. Besides women will come under that 
category and will be voters, so that the electorate is going to ba 
extended, as I said, by perhaps 10 to 16 time*. In place of one lakh 
it will go up to 15 lakhs. Is it not a very sufficient extension? But 
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th® amendment of my friend the Khan Bahadur is certainly a counsel 
of perfection, if I may use that expression. It will he a very bold 
experiment. But I think the experiment which we have already 
provided for is bold enough and I would request him not to commit this 
House to a more risky experiment at this stage. With these few words 
I would oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Maulvi Annul Haque was then put 
and lost. 

Ratal KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir. before l move my amend* 
ment I crave your leave to amend my motion deleting the word “tolls”. 

Tha Hoii’M® Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. may I 
point out that there is m\ amendment No. 828 in which tolls are 
omitted ? I think that should satisfy the hon'hle iuo\or. 

Bibu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: With your permission. Sir, I 
beg leave to amend my motion slightly, namely , I want to delete th® 
word “tolls’ * m tin* fifth line. 

Sir. 1 beg tn move that alter clause 21 (2) no the following shall be 
inserted, namely: — 

‘‘win ha* during the hnauciul year, immediately preceding the 
\ear in which such election i* held, paid any sum in respect 
of the municipal rates specified in i laiises (In, <r), or 
(f/> of sub-section (/> of section 111 or has paid in respect 
of municipal fee* and luxe* (other than dirt-registra- 
tion fees* for such financial year an aggregate amount not 

less than the sum prescribed bv the I steal Government in 

this ltehaif us a minimum for the municipality, or”. 

Sir, in moving this amendment, mv object is to make the procedure 
of enlisting the names of voters more simplified and also to get rid of 
difficulties which are generally experienced in preparing the electoral 
roll. By clause 21 (2) (tn i An, payment of any sums howc\er small 
in amount will entitle a person to vote at an election. No doubt 
franchise is intended to lw* extended by this clause. But in ucttiaj 

practice it will not have the effect of securing the desired results. In 

actual working it will be very difficult to ascertain the names of persons 
paying any sum by wav of taxes, rates, etc , when a particular holding 
is held by several persons jointly, or by beim of deceased owners; and 
consequently this will give ample room for fraud and false persona- 
tion. Besides, it will entail large expenditure nnf to speak of tha 
trouble which will generally arise and the usually long time which will 
necessarily involve in preparing the voters' list. In consideration of 
tha present state of the country, I would prefer the retention of thi 
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original clause 21 (/) (Hi) with the modification as given in the amend- 
ment: there should be the minimum limit in respect of aggregate 
amount of taxes, etc., otherwise it will give rise to trouble and com- 
plications as pointed out before. 

Sir, there is another matter in the amendment — I mean the phrase 
“the financial year preceding the election”. It is in the present Act, 
and it has given lots of trouble in the preparation of the electoral roll. 
Where election is held in April, May or June, a person paying taxes by 
the end of 'list March will be eligible to vote. But it must be remem- 
bered that the voters’ list is prepared some four or five months before 
the election actually takes place. Consequently persons paying taxes 
on the <31st March, that is to say after the preparation of the list, are 
not included in the list. Therefore many ratepayers paying taxes on 
or before the Jlst will be disfranchised. Therefore, I have proposed in 
the amendment to substitute the words “the financial year preceding 
the year in which election is held” for the words “the financial year 
immediately preceding such election.” Surely a person claiming 
franchise must pay u certain sum prescribed in the year preceding the 
year of election. 

With these few words 1 commend my motion for the acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hofl’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I can 
accept this amendment of the lion ’hie mover provided he accepts my 
proviso: otherwise I have got to oppose the amendment. The point is 
practically the same; there are one or two verbal changes. If he would 
sultstitute the words “paid for” for the word “during” in the first line 
and omit the word “paid” in the second line and accept the proviso to 
my amendment No. <12H, I shall !h* prepared to accept his amendment. 

BatMl KHETTER MOHAN RAY: 1 accept the amendment sug- 
gested by the Hon ’hie Minister. 


4-15 p.m. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I speak on 
this amendment of Balm Khelter Mohan Bay? That would serve my 
purpose. The object of my amendment is to replace the word “during” 
in the first line by the words “paid for” and omit the word “paid” in 
the second line. A toll may be paid by passers-by and no vote should 
be allowed on the payment of tolls because it is so difficult to determine 
who has paid the toll. Some power of determining minimum fees and 
taxes other than cart registration fees should also be left to Govern- 
ment. These are small fees and unless the minimum is fixed here it 
would be difficult to prepare the electoral roll. 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


mi 


103 


A* regards the cart registration fees, it often happens— and those 
wlirt hare experience of mnfa*Mj municipalities know — that rich 
candidates who want to get more support really pay fees on behalf of 
carters living outside the municipal area but are registered within it 
only for the purpose of securing votes which will help them againat the 
poor candidates. Therefore Government want to omit the cart regis* 
t ration fees: that is their real object. Otherwise it is not the Govern* 
meat’s intention lo deprive these people of their votes. But this 
privilege is likely to be abused and so we are against it. 

As regards fees and taxes, a minimum should be paid and this power 
should be left to Government; otherwise it would be very difficult to 
determine who should be eligible to vote; the number is so large. With 
these few words I support the first portion of the mover’s amendment 
The proviso is for making provision for fixing the fees the payment of 
which will entitle a man to vote at an election. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Do 1 take it that you are moving an amend- 
ment to the amendment of Balm K hot ter Mohan Ha v including in it the 
proviso under your amendment No 328? 

Thi Hon’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. that 

is so. 


Blbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: We have just learnt from the 
Hon'ble Minister that there has been an abuse of jHiwcr in respect of 
election by candidates paying for the cart registration fees for carters 
living outside their own areas. At present. Sir. 1 have no such know- 
ledge myself: as a matter of fact, within my municipality there are 
some 200 carters who ply their trade, and, of course, I would be very 
sorry to see such a large number of men disfranchised. I do not know 
that there lias been any stu b abuse of power* within any municipality, 
but I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to consider the effect of dis- 
franchising the 2W) carters in the suburban area These people pay 
their own rates anti have g«d the franchise and I think they really pay 
their own rates. Tudor these circumstances I submit that the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly reconsider this point of disfranchising the carter*. 

Th# Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PR AMO SINGH ROY: May I explain the 
position, Sir? This will not disfranchise the carters, because the carters 
might be paying their holding rates; if they live within a municipality 
they will be qualified to pay holding rates. 

Dr. NARCBH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 am afraid the passing 
of this amendment may bar my amendments Xoa. 323 , 325, 350 and 362. 
In that cane I would like to have an opportunity of moving them, as 
they want the deletion of that clause. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! You want to apeak on this motion? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I would rather like to 

move my motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : The fate of your amendment will be governed by 
the decision on this motion. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to submit that the 
Council's decision on this amendment might have the effect of amend- 
ing the words of this sub-clause in u way repugnant to the object of my 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu •re are two alternatives before you. You 
can either speak on this motion, or if you insist on moving your amend- 
ments, then you may do so after the Council has actually recorded its 
decision with regard to the amendment now before the House. If it is 
thrown out your motion will stand. So I think you had better wait to 
free what happens to this amendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: But my difficulty is that 
I would like to vote for this amendment rather than the amendment as 
it stands. But having done that 1 would like to move my amendments 
for the deletion of the clause altogether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you can do that. In that case 
it will be clearly your duty to try to throw out this amendment and to 
make your way clear before you, so that you may move your own 
amendments afterwards. 

The motion was then put in the following amended form and a 
division called for: — 

“That after clause 1M C?» (iM the following shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

*{ih> has paid for the financial year, immediately preceding the 
year in which such election is held, any sum in respect 
of the municipal rates specified in clauses (<i), (b), (r), or 
{<D of sub-sec tion (/) of sec tion 111 or has paid in respect 
of municipal fees and taxes (other than cart-registration 
fees) for such financial year an aggregate amount not leaa 
than the sum prescribed by the l^ocal Government in thia 
behalf as a minimum for the municipality' 

Provided that any person shall be entitled to vote at the first 
election held under this Ac t, who has paid, for the financial 
year immediately preceding the year in which such election 
is held, the rates, taxes and fees (other than the cart- 
registration fees) prescribed in the rules made under taction 
15 of the Bengal Municipal Act, 18&4. 
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Khan Bahotor MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Aw we voting on 
motion No. 328 or 313 P 

Mr* PRESIDENTS The Council is voting on the new Amendment 
which the Hon'ble Minister has moved to the amendment of Babti 
Khetter Mohan Ray, and to which he has added the proviso of his motion 
No. 328. 

Mr* SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAYS Is the discussion on this 
amendment over, Sir, whether carter* will be entitled to vote or not? 
We are under the impression that it will come oguin later on. 

Mf« PRESIDENT: I have already put the question. 

Tha HoiYWb Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mav I, with your 
permission, make a change in the wording of the amendment ¥ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No you < annot do that, as I have already put 
the motion before the House and a division has boon called, 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: May I nay. Sir, that the 

chair has always the power to relax the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ai e \ou anticipating w dial the Hon'ble Minister 
is going to *»a\ Y <l,uughtrr > Is there anv serious defect in the Hill 
that the Hon’ble Minister wishes to < nrrec t Y 


Tho Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. it is not 
a Mtal defect and I was asking your pet mission to make this change out 
of deference to the wishes of a majority of the members of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sorry I cannot allow you to do so on the 
ground you have stated. No you had better stick to your original motion. 

A division was then taken with tin* following result:— 


AnatirMi, Mr. W. L. 

Austin. Mr. 4. M. 

■art***. Itai lamivr DsUsnUrs Usth. 
BArmn* BAi MMI esnsfcnnnn. 

Birfcmyr*. Mr. M. 

■tawny, Mr. L M. 

Buss* Mr. A. M. 

SfcunHa ri, AnAu KisAuri M *A*#». 
ttMwBHiri, Or. 4 >u>nUr s CAanUrn. 
(MUsBuri, KAMI BnAnA ur Mautsi Mnitur 

0 »i n, fr. 0. *. 

Aspuls—r, Mu ) s r Bun s r u l W. V. 

Cs spir, Mr. C. 0. 

Mas, But BuAsiur MU ys nU rs Kumar. 


AYES. 

Fsruuui, ths Msn'bta KawnA K. 0. M* 
KAnn A s As jar, 
raasut, Mr. L, o. 

Mrrsttar, Mr. 4 . Csm pAi l t, 

Ouncsii, Bui BuAuUur, tusll Kumar. 
QiftArtst* Mr. K. M. 

OusnUa, Bai BuAuuur Aauriuas. 
H snUsrss a * Mr. A. 0. B. 

Hussain, MMtvi utatiL 
KAnn, Mauftvl AwfanHtmi 
KAnn* Mr. Bnmur BnAmnn. 

Us, Mr, iui tnUr s Bat A. 
uusnn, Mr. 0. W. 

MtttusAta* Hr* c. T. 

Mittar, tAs HmcMs Mr BrstasA CAunUsr. 
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flhttra, Babu Bara I CbandrA. 

Mu, Babu tttk uu. 

Mac, B tvffWd B. A. 

MasJmuesiii, tta HsfTMd Hr. Khwtja. 
Pair*, Mr. B. F. 
philpst, Mr. H. C. V. 

FtaSar, Mr. AnaaSa Mahan. 

Poddar, tath Hunuman Prasad. 

Bai Maluuai, Mualadra DM. 

Bay, Baku Ktatttr Malta n. 

Bay, Babu Haavndra Narayan. 

Bay C b ae dhar y, Babu tatiali Chandra. 
Bay, Chawdhary, Mr. K. C. 

Bald, tha Han’%M Mr. B. N. 

Baaa, Mr. d. 

Bay, Babu Haribama. 


Bay, Mr. t alla wa r Much. 

Boy, Mr. tarat Kvatr. 

Bay, tha Han'bla Mr. Bijay Praaad Bins*, 
•ahana, Babu Batya Kinkar. 
tartar, Bata tad Blhart. 

San, Mr. B. B. 

San, Mr. Olrlt Chandra. 

San, Bai Sahib Altahay Kumar. 

Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Nathipwr. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. I. 

T h a mp mn, Mr. W. H. 

Tawnand, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wifkinaan, Mr. N. B. 

Waadhaad, tha Han’bla Mr. 4 . A. 


NOES. 


Altai, Nawabzada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Ali, Maulvi Haaaan. 

Bakah, Maulvi Syad Majid. 

Baaarjl, Mr. P. 

•aau, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Ohaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
muxtaman. 

Ohaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Oaman Haidar. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Abtar. 
Chawdhury, Haji sadt Ahmad. 

Chawdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 
PaHuttah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Cuba, Babu Pratulia Kumar. 

Oupta, Mr. 4 . N. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hapua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axiiul. 
Haqua, Kaii Cmdadul. 

H avals, Nawab Muaharruf, Khan Bahadur. 


Haaaain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Huu, Mr. A. K. Pazl-uL 
Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Haiti, Mr. B. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Moakarjaa, Mr. Syamapraaad. 

Mukharji, Bai Bahadur Saiith Chandra. 
Mukhoptahaya, Bai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliak, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Praaanna Dab. 

Bay, Mr. Shanti Shakharaawar. 

Baut, Babu Haaani. 

Ray, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

San Cupta, Dr. Naraah Chandra. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


Tta A ves being ’>8 und the Noes 36 the motion was earned. 

[At 4-20 p.ni. the Council wu.h adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4*30 p.m.] 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir. I hep to move that in clause 
121 (2) (or), in line 3, after the word “resident" the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

“or cerries on any tiade or profession being the occupier of 
a holding". 

So far as this question of franchise is concerned, the provision in the 
Bill is that every person who can be a voter must first of all be resident 
within t lie town and if he is once a resident then in addition to that 
if he has some one of the other qualifications specified in the clause ho 
is entitled to he a voter. The interpretation of the word "resident" is 
likely to create difficulties in many municipalities. It is often seen 
that there are persons who occupy holdings within a municipality where 
they can carry on their profession or trade, but tbeir residence or the 
place where they live is outside the municipal limits. These persons 
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will be excluded from their franchise on account of a atrict interpretation 
°* word resident . If my amendment is accepted, then these 
persons who earn* on any trade or profession being the occupiers of hold- 
ings even though they are not resident*, strictly speaking, within a 
certain municipality will be entitled to be voters provided they have 
got the other qualifications specified in the other sub-sections of this 
clause. Therefore I think that Government will have no objection to 
accept this amendment. This will give facilities to the person* I have 
mentioned to become voters. These people pay taxes and sometimes 
high taxes and are highly interested in municipal affairs. If we stick 
to the word “resident” these persons will he excluded and this will 
cause a great hardship. There has already been a great hardship, in 
this respect under the present Municipal Act. As we are taking some 
steps in advance under the new Rill. I think this will also he a little 
step in advance and I hope Government will not oppose it. 

With these observations I commend my amendment to the accept- 
ance of the House. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment because it is quite unnecessary. Evidently the 
intention of the mover is that any one who carries on any trade or pro* 
fession and occupies a holding should he a voter but this object of the 
mover w ill not be served because of sub-clauses 1 («) and (l>) which lay 
down the qualifications which must he fulfilled before a person <'an 
become u voter 

Matllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg to point out that such a 
person can become a voter provided he has got all the other qualifications. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I think, Sir, ,t would be 
better if, instead of opposing these amendments straightaway, the 
Hon ble Minister were to take a little more time in considering them. 

The Hoit’bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, f must thank 
Dr. Nareah Chandra Sen Gupta for hi* advice. I have considered it 
more carefully than he has himself f ared to do. However, in view* of 
the explanation given by the mover, I am prepared to necepj the 
amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan was then put and agreed 
to. 


MUMINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, may I draw your atten- 
tion to motion No. 315 w hich has lieen parsed over Y I sburnit that thia 
amendment refer* to the year immediately preceding the year in which 
the electoral roll i« prepared. 



108 


GOVERNMENT BELL. 


[16th Atro.» 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 overrule your objection. This amendment in 
covered by the decision arrived at by this House in regard to a previous 
amendment. 

f) p.ID. 

Th. Hon’bl. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I beg to move 

that clause 21 (2) (iv) (in) be omitted. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. We have already passed 322 

substituting 21 (2) (ir) (in). How can that be omitted now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may now explain the whol:? position. The 
effect of the amendment that the llon’hle Minister moved to the 
amendment of Mr. Khetter Mohan Ray (No. 313) was that (in) was 
added, but you will remember that t lit* llon'ble Minister did not move 
his own amendment No. 32H. The effect of that is that clause 21 (2) 
(tv) (m) remains, and that is contradictory so that clause ought to be 
omitted. That is why I understand tin* llon’ble Minister wants to 
move bis amendment. 

The motion of the llon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was put and 
ugreed to. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN : Before you go on 
to the next amendment, may I again respectfully draw your attention 
to amendment 321 which, 1 think, is not covered b\ any amendment 
moved or passed. It is quite a different matter, it is a change in 
clause 21 (2) (iv). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you propose? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I beg to submit. 
Sir, that in tins amendment, it is proposed that in clause 21 (2) (ir) in 
place of “at the time of such election” what is intended by this amend* 
ment is that it should be “at the time of the preparation of the electoral 
roll”, and in the other line immediately preceding such election. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you read 313 very carefully? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAO ABDUL MOMIN: 313 was there 
before in the Bill itself and so was (tv). The effect of 313 is that the 
old clause (Hi) has been again brought into the Bill which had been 
deleted by the Select Committee. The effect of that is that {*«) ia 
deleted, but (ir) remains as it was before. 
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Ttm Hcw’bto Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: l have no objee- 
tkm if this is moved. There is much to be said in favour of it. I 
think it is reasonable from my point of view, and 1 am prepared to 
accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have my permission to move it. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUt MOMIN: I he* to move that 
in clause 21 ( 2 ) (ir), in line 1, for the words “at the time of such elec- 
tion” the words “at the time of the preparation of the electoral roll” 
and in lines 2 and .3, for the word** “immediately preceding such elec- 
tion” the words “immediately preceding the \eur in which the (doctoral 
roll is prepared” be substituted. 

It is not necessary for me to make a speech. I will allow my 
friend Muniudra Deb Rai Mahasai to do this. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir. under suh-c lau**o dr) of 
clause 21 (2), when an election is held, *nv, in the mouth of April 
or May or Jun *, a person who pays municipal tux and has completed 
twelve months’ residence on the day of election, will be eligible to vote, 
but the elec toral roll must be* c ompleted some tim * in January or 
February. So such person cannot be included in the electoral roll 
The twelve months should be counted not from the date of election but 
from the date of the preparation of the* preliminary electoral roll. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 am prepared to 
accept the first portion of tie* amendment, because if the second portion, 
viz., in lines 2 and ‘1. for the* words “immediately preceding such elec- 
tion”, the words “immediately preceding the year in which the elec- 
toral roll is prepared” m accepted, the amendment would extend the 
time for payment of taxes, etc., by twelve months Indore the prepara- 
tion of the roll. This is not desirable. I am prepared to accept the 
first portion of the amendment. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Then, w ill you mo\e it as your own amendment 

Thu Hon'bU Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir It will 
read like this — 

“That in clause 21 (2) uv), in line 1, for the words “at the tim© of 
©uch election” the words “at the time of the preparation of the electoral 
roll” be substituted. 

The motion was put ami agreed to. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin failed. 

Mr. f RESIDENT : 1 think all amendments up to No. 546 are covered 
by this decision. Amendment No. 54? is also covered by tb# decision 
the House gave in regard to amendments 328, 356, 357 and 358. 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I beg to move that 

clause 21 (2) (ir) (a) he omitted. 

This clause makes the payment of income-tax a qualification for a 
vote. 1 think this is unnecessary. For a municipality the only quali- 
fication we want for being a voter is residence within the municipality 
and the payment of municipal rates and taxes. I do not think the pay- 
ment of income-tax has anything to do with it. If you bring in the ques- 
tion of income-tax you might as well bring in men who pay revenue 
and also those who pay cess. You might also give every Government 
servant residing in a municipality a vote. I do not see any point in 
bringing in this clause. 

B«bu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I beg to oppose 
this amendment because there lire many Government officers who do not 
own any residential house in a municipality but still they pay income- 
tax. They constitute a desirable class of persons and I think they should 
have u vote. We have in sub-section (/>) details of educational quali- 
fications which would entitle a person to have a vote. It is not only 
a question of mere payment of taxes but also other qualifications. That 
is the reason why income-tax should lx* also a qualification for a vote 
because the income is earned within a municipality. Land revenue is 
paid for estates situated outside municipal limits. So there can be no 
analogy between the two. Therefore I think there should be this 
provision us in the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl: 1 regret to have to 
oppose the amendment because the rule which entitles a person to 
become a voter in u municipality will be somewhat different from what 
it i* now, if the question under disc ussion is accepted. According to 
the existing rules, a gentleman occupying a house and paying rent 
therefor is entitled to he a Miter but under the rules proposed that 
system will be non-existent. So 1 think this qualification of paying 
income-tax should stand as it will enfranchise a certain section, at any 
rate, of the middle class Uhtulmloke* who would lose their franchise 
on account of the deletion from the Municipal Act of 18$4 of the quali- 
fication to vote on the basis of payment of rent. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I rise to support this amendment. The 
objection raised by my frieuds is simply on the ground that because a 
certain person resides within a municipality and earns an income there 
he ought to be a voter. I think that even if a man resides in a munici- 
pal area and earns his income there hut does not pay a pice to the fund 
of the municipality he should not have the right to vote at the municipal 
election. 
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Bata SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Thi* qualification for being a 
▼oter exist* in the present electoral rules. So I do not think my friend 
is justified in making a rule l\v which people who are at present enlisted 
as voters should be deprived of their right to vote. In these circum- 
stance* I oppose the amendment. 

Tht Hofi’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Payment of 
income-tax i* one of the existing qualification* for being a voter. I 
do not think we should disenfranchise people who already possess tho 
franchise. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Ahdui Momin was then 
put and lost. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: 1 beg to move that 
clause 21 (2i (tv) (h\ be omitted Mr. President, Sir, the object of 
my moving this amendment i* to exclude the students in taking part 
in voting in municipal election*, i r , in short academical qualifica- 
tions should he discontinued. The payment of taxes and rates are quite 
enough for municipal election* in inv opinion. Those who do not con- 
tribute to municipal funds in one way or other should not he allowed 
to exercise vote*. A man having academical qualifications may be 
entitled to vote by having ex casino to pay license fees and taxes. More* 
over, it is not desirable for students, who continue as students, to 
exerc ise their \ote*. The existing (to\ernvnent circular nowadays pre- 
vents them from voting in municipal elections. In case academical 
qualifications are accepted, there* will be illicit influx of so-called 
students from outside the area ot the municipality, to the prejudice of 
the interests of reul ratepayers of the municipality 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 beg to oppose this amend- 
ment It comes with a pec ulinr grace from the Hat Bahadur, He aunts 
to enfranchise traders and almost all cither citizens except those* with 
a literary qualification. Wealth and not learning should in his opinion 
be the basis of franchise. I am afraid it is not a sentiment inconson- 
anoc with the idea of the present day nor dew* it reflect the sentiment 
of the present Council. A* far a* I could understand him he wauted 
that a graduate voter must be a resident of the municipality. That is 
the qualific ation in clause (»r) ; moreover, by clause (» > we have provided 
that the age of the voter must l>e 21. That will guard against his 
danger of student voter*. The effect of this clause is that no school 
student will have the right to vote. I do not see any reason in support 
of this amendment. 

Dr* NARCSH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I also oppose this amend- 
ment. I may explain that 1 gave notice of this amendment a* a part of 
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the whole scheme which would have given adult franchise. I do not* 
want to restrict the franchise of anyone, which would be the result oL 
this amendment by itself. 


Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: I also oppose this 

amendment. There is a considerable volume of opinion that the educa- 
tional qualification has been put too high and not too low. Being 
educated they will recognize their responsibility and I think they 
should he allowed to vote. As a matter of fact we know that with 
regard to Council elections the educational qualification as proposed 
hy Lothian Committee will be far lower than what is provided in this 
Bill. I think this amendment does not voice the opinion of the 
people and should not be allowed. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid I 
must oppose this amendment. As has been pointed out by Mr. Basu 
that no student who has not attained the age of 21 shall be allowed 
to vote. So there is an age-limit. It will b* a retrograde measure if 
those who have votes now are disenfranchised. It is rather late in 
the duy to do so. 

The motion oi ltai Buhadur Satyendra Kumar Das uus then put and 
lost. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I want to move the two 
amendments together. If you will kindly permit me I want to add two 
other words. I have the permission of the Hon* bio Minister and he is 
prepared to accept them. I want to add the words “subject to such 
rules as may be prescribed on this behalf”. Otherwise there will be 
practical difficulty. 

Tha Hon* bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 point out 
one thing at this stage. 1 am prepared to accept amendment No. 366 
but it would be very vague without (lie addition of the words suggested 
by the mover. 

Mr. NARINDRA KUMAR BASU: Will that exclude all matri- 
culates : ( Laughter. ) 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 beg to move that for 
clause 21 (2) (#r) {b) the following be substituted, namely: — 

is a literate being able to read and write in any language.* 1 

I also beg to move that for clause 21 ( 2 ) (»e) (6) the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(6) is a literate having the qualification up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental subject* 
subject to such rules as may be prescribed on this behalf*’? 
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The words “subject to such rules as may be prescribed on this 
fiefcalf ' have since been added to my second motion. 

I think there is a certain amount of misunderstanding. The 
language of section 21 (2) (ir) (b) is this: “A person shall not be 
entitled to vote at an election of commissioners in any municipality 
unless such person has attained the age of twenty-one years or being 
a graduate" so on and so forth. I suggest that instead of being a gra- 
duate it would he sufficient if he has read up to the lower primary 
standard. Literature having qualification up to the lower primary 
standard. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I have not got that qua). Na- 
tion. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: You have got the literacy 
qualification up to the lower primary standard My two amendments I 
move bemuse I do not want to rennet the franchise to inatrirulates or 
graduates only. It is rather too high a franchise and nil the gentlemen 
who have read the report id the Franchise Committee must have seen 
that they agreed to the lowering of the franchise in the case of the 
Council election. 


5-30 p.m. 

If a lower is preferable I have gi\»*n an nltct native amendment. The 
first amendment is to make bare literacy the critenon for exercising 
franchis-*, namely . '‘is a literati 1 being able to read and write in any 
language". That is the qualiiw at ion for females in the Legislative 
Council elections and I suggest the same qualifications not only for 
females but for males as well. My second amendment is an alternative 
in case the first is not acceptable to the House, namely, "is a literate 
having the qualification up to lower primary standard or equivalent 
standard in any oriental subjeit". There seems to be an impression 
that because a man has passed the Matriculation examination from a 
secondary school therefore he has not the qualification of u low*er primary 
standard. It is not the question of passing the lower primary standard 
but of possessing qualification up to the lower primary standard. It is 
absurd to suggest that a higher certificate or the possession of upper 
primary standard qualification will disqualify a man. I move both the 
motions because I feel that it is undesirable to restrict the franchise. 

Mr. HAREMDRA KUMAR BABUt Sir, 1 oppose the amendments; 
no far as No. 365 is concerned T do not think that ray friend is serious. 
But so far as No. 366 is concerned 1 think that even though the Khan 
Bahadur has said that his clause will have the meaning that anybody 
who is literate and has qualifications up to lower primary standard will 
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be enfranchised, I ain afraid that he is mistaken. I know that the Khan 
Bahadur is an efficient member of several committees and that he is 
an efficient Public Prosecutor, but he is not yet a judge and his 
idea will not have effect as a ruling. If the language used by my friend, 
viz., “is a literate having the qualification up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental subject” is allowed 
to stand then many persons will not have the franchise, even though 
they may have passed any higher examination. I am quite sure his 
intention is sound but his language stands in the way of his amend- 
ment being acceptable . 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir, 1 wholeheartedly 
support the first amendment of the Khan Bahadur. With regard to 
the second amendment I have objection as the language which he 
has now introduced makes mo suspicious. 1 do not understand what 
it means; it may be that literates having qualification of less than 
that of lower primary standard will not be entitled to be a voter, if 
the Government by any rules precludes him from being a voter in 
the municipalities. That is the difficulty 1 f**el about this amend* 
merit. I am not prepared to accept this amendment. With regard 
to motion No. 365 it is entirely up to us to \ote for it; that is the 
least that we can do. If we cannot give manhood franchise und if 
we restrict the franchise to some stake in the country or the posses- 
sion of sufficient education. I should say even then a bare literacy 
should certainly qualify a person to exercise his franchise. It will 
be as good at least as the payment of lie. 1 or less by a man who ia 
absolutely illiterate. Well, Sir, there seems to be an apprehension in 
some quarters that manhood franchise or a low franchise must be a 
very terrible thing: that if you allow this, all the mob will capture 
the municipalities and make administration of local bodies an impos- 
sibility. That is a sort of feeling of persons who have vested 
interest in the administration of the municipalities for a long time; 
that is the fending which has always fought against the rights of 
labour for a long time, and that is the feeding which has sought to- 
keep real democracy down always under the cover of loud talks about 
democracy. Sir, history has given the lie not cure or twice but 
many times to that apprehension. Labour is now governing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y cm are drifting away from the motion before- 
the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: The motion before the 
House suggests the extension of franchise to persons who are 
literat e- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We cannot make progress unless members 
confine themselves strictly to the motion before the House. 
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Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SIN GUPTA: So long as I am relevant 

Mm question of speed i* wholly immaterial. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 1 know what in what. 

Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: Sir, l oppose this motion on the general 
ground that the standard of qualification proposed carries the fran* 
chine too far and also on the ground that practical difficulties are 
involved. It will be difficult to find out who has reach«Ml that 
standard since there is, as far as I know, no primary standard exami- 
nation and anybody will be able to claim franchise on this ground. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, 1 have every 
syniputliy with the Khan Bahadur's motion so far as the lowering 
of franchise is concerned, but there is on** defect und that defect 
is that he would entrust the power in the hands of the Local Govern- 
ment in thi** matte? He suggests that this should be 
done by rule" I think the House ought to know 
what the implication of this i*» Is it proposed thut by making 
rules <lo\ eminent mav allow* members of certain communities possess- 
ing certain cjualific ation** to \ot«* and members of certain other coinimi- 
nitie* not entitled to \ole v I’nless this i*. intended 1 do not see any 
reason whv the Lo< a! Government should be given power to make 
rules. In this ( ouucil too tmu !i [Miner has been [riven to the laical 
Government in ronnr« tion with this Bill and practieally we are ulidi- 
cating m faxour of (internment mi matters of legislation, throwing 
all tlte responsibility on the bead of the laical Government. I pro- 
pose to the Khan Bahadur thut his purpose will be served if instead 
of bringing the motion in this form, he substitutes the words 

t Here t he meinlier was inaudible in the reporters’ gallery.) 


Mr. 4. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Mr. President. Sir, I feel my- 
self in disagreement with my leader, w hi* h i** not an unusual thing. 
But, Sir. 1 feel that this is a inuntn which has just liegun to make 
progre** — a country whi* h want*, w ider franc hise and which she ought 
to get. Sir, I have fought elections in England and there I found 
voter* in the elections illiterate people — people who could not read 
or write- exercising their right of vot« with extreme intelligence and 
I am sure that intelligent people even if they cannot read or write 
am vary well exercise the right of vote. 1 think mv friend to the 
right has made a very fin • suggestion in his amendment. 1 hope this 
House will recognise that a country on the ere of a new political 
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outlook of self-determination must have the whole of her citizens 
and countrymen brought into line with the people of other self-govern- 
ing countries and be permitted the right of vote even if they are only 
partially educated as this in itself will be an incentive to the voters 
to get education: and thereby make them more efficient to understand 
the different points of the different candidates. 

The HOfTblt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. I am afraid 

I am not in a position to accept the amendment (No. .366) as it 
stands, because however sympathetic Government may be, practical 
difficulties stand in the way of their accepting it, as the amend* 
inent as worded is vague and indefinite and Government cannot take 
upon themselves the responsibility of making rules which it will be 
impossible to follow. I am afraid I must oppose both the amend- 
ments. Amendment No. 365 really goes for adult franchise, which 
the House has rejec ted. As regauls amendment No. 366 if the Khan 
Bahadur had suggested some definite standard, Government could have 
come to some decision. If that is not possible, I must oppose the 
amendment. 


Khan Bahadur Mtulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Subject to your permis- 
sion I should like to make a change to meet I ho Hon’ble Minister’s 
objection and in order to remove the ambiguity pointed out by Mr. N. 
K. Basu. I should like to change the wording to mean “educational 
standard up to lower primary or equivalent standard”. 


Tha Hon* bit Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I would request 
the Khan Bahadur not to press th* amendment to-day. Let us accept 
the clntt«c as it is in the Bill. 11 however it i> found afterwards that 
it is the desire of the House t hut the educational qualification should 
be lowered so as to bring it into line with the standard required for 
the Legislative Council, Government will have no objection to amend 
this Act. 

The motion that for clause 21 (2) (tr> (b) the following be 
substituted, namely: — ”(/>) is a literate being able to read and write in 
any lunguage”, was then put aud a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Atm. m mmt team** 
KM* lalntw. 

AM, UAMtVl NMHM, 
AnMITMA Ur. W. L. 

•MM, UMftri SMHt fta*to. 


CMwMttn, KIm Him MaKvi AH- 

OMMiri, Miilvi SyU Omum Hi Ktr. 
CMwMvnr, Uiitvi Kuril AMr. 
CMwM iry, HiuHri MM dint, 


FiXtUUlA, UMHvi 
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Mabim, Mawhri Abdul. 

■mom, kimm Bahadur Maulvi a atari. 
Nbqut, Klti imdadui. 

Mbssain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Katun, Maulvi Abut. 

Kban, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaxzam AH. 
Khan,' Maulvi Tamixuddin, 

■Mat Hi, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 


Rahman, Maulvi Annus 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. AM«r 
Kay, Kahn Amulyadhan. 

Kay, Mr. Shanti Bhakharaswar. 
•arktr, Rai Sahib Rabat! Mahan. 
Stn Gupta, Or. Naraah Chandra, 
•hah, Maulvi Abdul Narnia. 
Subrawardy, Mr, H. •» 


NOI8* 


Austin, Mr. 4. M. 

Baksh, Manlvi fytd Majid. 

■allahh, Kai Bahadur Oabandra Nath. 
Sansrji, Kai tahadur Ktshab Chandra, 
•aan, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Blrkmyrs, Mr. N. 

Handy, Mr. C. N. 

Chaudhuri, Or. 4*a«ndra Chandra. 
Chandhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftair 
Rahman. 

Cahan, Mr. O. V. 

Oappingvr, MajorCtnaral W. V. 

Das, Kai Bahadur tatyandra Kumar. 
Faraqui, tha Manila Nawato K. C. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Fawaus, Mr. L. K. 

Cansal*. Rai Bahadur, lusit Kumar. 
Citahrist, Mr. R. N. 

Qaanka, Rat Bahadur Badridai. 

Cuba, Btbu Prafulla Kumar. 

Nandarson, Mr. A. C. R. 

Khan, Maulvi AmmuiZsman. 

Khan, Mr. Raxaur Rahman. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla Sir Frovash Chundar. 
Mtttra. Baku iarat Chandra. 

Martimar, Mr. H. R. 

Mukharji, Rat Bahadur fatish Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai tahib iarat Chandra. 
Na«, Babu Ink Lai. 


Naiimuddin, tha Han'bla Mr. Khtaaja. 
Philpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Paddar, Sath Hunuman Prasad. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Babu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray Chawdhury, Babu Satlsh Chandra, 
Ray Chawdhury, Mr. K. 0. 

Raid, tha Han'bla Mr. K. N. 

Rats, Mr. 4. 

Raul, Babu Hsaani. 

Ray, Babu Haribansa. 

Ray, Babu Jitandra Nath. 

Ray, Babu Satysndra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. taitasarar Sindh. 

Ray, Mr. iarat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Mr. Btfay Prasad Sindh, 
taadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
ftahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Sarkar, Babu Banad Blksri 

San, Mr. B. R. 

tan, Mr. Ciris Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. 

Sianlatan. Mr. H. I. 

Thampsan, Mr. W. H. 

Tawntnd, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R. 

Weodhaad, tha Han'bla Mr. 4, A. 

Wordt worth, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayp4 being 2S and the Noes 57 the motion wan lost. 


5-45 p.m. 

The following motion was then put and lout : — 

"That tor clause 21 (2) i/r) ( b ) t ha* following he substituted, 
namely : — 

‘(Hi in a literate having the qualification up to lower primary 
standard or equivalent standard in any oriental subject, 
to such rulen as may be prescribed in this behalf »* M 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to mo%'e that in clause 
21 (2) (it) (b) t in line 10, after the words "reformed scheme" the words 
"or the Government Sanskrit Title Examination" be inserted. 



118 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[ 16 th Am., 


The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am prepared 

to accept the amendment provided the mover will agree to certain 
chungc* being made in the wording; that is, if he will agree to the 
word# “Sanskrit Title Examination of the Calcutta Sanskrit 
Association 1 ’ in place of the words “or the Government Sanskrit 
Title Examination”. 

MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I am prepared to accept the 
amendment, Sir. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That in clause 21 (2) (tv) (b), in line 10, after the words 'reformed 
scheme’ the words ‘or the Sanskrit Title Examination of the Calcutta 
Sanskrit Association’ he inserted.” 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 beg to move that in clause 21 (2) 
(iv) (b), in lines 1‘1 and 14, after the words “revenue agent” the words 
“for the major portion of the year” he added. 

1 want to make it clear that those persons who carry on business as 
pleaders, tnukhtearg or revenue agents, if they come to live within a 
municipality only for a short time and do not reside there for long, 
should not be given the vote; that is, they must live there for the major 
portion of the year to be entitled to vote. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the motion. It is not necessary because the Government will lay down 
in rules the (nullifications of a resident; in view of this I consider the 
amendment to be unnecessary. 

The motion of Maulvi S\ed Majid links}) was put and lost. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I beg to move that the 
pr oviso to clause 21 {.7) be omitted. 

Sir, it purports to give a vote to the representative of a lunatic or 
a minor. But what i* the significance of this? A lunatic or a minor 
is incapable of exercising his vote and if such a person is incapable of 
exercising h; . vote, what is the significance of giving a second vote 
to his guardian or manager Y 1 do not understand the significance of 
giving a vicarious franchise of this sort. This proviso is wholly against 
the principle of the Bill and should be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment because his interests should be protected and this right 
should be given to his guardian; that is why this proviso has Keen 
lidded. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR 1A9U: With great deference to the 
Hon’bie Minister I think the reasons he has given are not sound. 
Under clause 21 (2) (*) a person who has not attained the age of 
twenty-one years is not a voter at all and therefore there can he no 
question of his vote being in suspense until he attains the age of 21. 
And there is absolutely no reason why, because a minor may have 
properties within a municipality his guardians will come and exercise 
a second vote. And as for the representative of the lunatic it cannot 
be said that if a person is disqualified under the previous provisions, 
for example, is not a British subject but has got certain properties in 
a municipal town, his representative, being a British subject, should 
be allowed to exercise a vote for him, I think that if the Hon’bie 
Minister will kindly consider the matter a little further he will see that 
there is no reason why a person who would come under clause (/) but 
for being a lunatic, should have the right of exercising his vote through 
a representative. 

The motion of Dr. Xaresh Chandra Sen Gupta was put ami agreed 

to. 

fi p.in. 

Thu Hon’bie Mr. BUOY PRASAD 9INGH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that in clause 21 (4), in line 1, the words “joint family” be 
omitted. 

The words “joint family” will give rise to a good deal of difficulties 
and so we have tried to omit this altogether from this Act and have 
given the franchise to every member of a joint family. Moreover, joint 
family will not apply to Muhammadans, so we want to drop this out 
altogether. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: I support the amendment 
moved by the Hon'ble Minister. Sir, it is very often the case that 
there are several members of a joint family who are qualified to vote. 
But if this clause is accepted without this amendment, all of them except 
one will be disqualified. This ought to be remedied and the franchise 
should be extended to ail who are otherwise qualified either by monetary 
or educational or some other qualification, as laid down in clause 21. 
Say in a family, there are 5 members who pay R». 15 os the consolidated 
rate to the municipality. It will now be seen that here each member 
pays in his own share Ks. 3 as annual rate. This is certainly far above 
the minimum monetary qualification. Under these circumstances, it 
would be a great anomaly to deprive such a person of his equitable right 
of votipg. 

Tbe motion of the Hon’bie Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy was then 
put and agreed to. 
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Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, with regard to the 

next motion I may point out that I gave notice of one motion and it 
has been split into two, namely, Nos. 404 and 413. I submit that these 
two motions should stand together. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I must give Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose precedence 
as his name stands first. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E* Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
21 (*/), in lines 3 and 4, for the words “one of its members as its 
representative shall” the word “may” be substituted. 

T beg to point out that I want to put in the word “may” in place 
of “shall” in the amendment. In the second one I want to insert the 
words “obtain the registration of the name of one of its members who 
will be”. Tt should make clear who should be the representative of the 
family. 1 hope that this amendment will be accepted by the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, may I explain the 
amendments a little more. v ruder the clause as it stands, a body 
corporate or a firm or association of individuals may exercise their 
franchise by any representative so that the electoral officer would have 
no knowledge as to who is coming before him to represent Mich company, 
firm or corporate body and I think nobody can identify them and the 
question of identity will give use to complications. For these reasons 
this amendment seeks that before polling the company or the body cor- 
porate or firm will have the name of their representatives registered 
and those representatives, 1 think, should be entitled to vote. This is 
all t hut is sought by this amendment. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, it is not stated whether 
the representative of a company, body corporate or firm, etc., shall be 
elected by them or by the authorities preparing the electoral roll. I 
think it should be definitely stated that the representative shall be 
elected by the bodies themselves as in Calcutta. 


The Hwi’Mt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am 
prepared to accept this amendment subject to a slight alteration, namely, 
after the word “members” the words “as its representative” be inserted* 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You mean that the two amendments should be 
reduced into one. How then will the motion read? 
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Tha Hoit’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The motion will 
-read thus— 

“That in clause 21 (4) t in lines 3 and 4, for the words ‘one of its 
members as its representative shall 1 the word ‘may’ be substituted; and 
in lines 4 and 5, after the words ‘subject to the provision of the Bengal 
(Aliens) Disqualification Act, 1928/ the words ‘obtain the registration 
of the name of one of its members as its representative who will* be 
inserted.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that will do. 

The amended motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 beg to move the following 
amendment that stands in my name: — 

“That after clause 21 {*/) the following be added, vt; : — 

‘(•/n) Every member of a joint family and every partner of a joint 
firm shall he entitled to vote if the joint family or joint- 
firm possesses tin* qualifications set forth in clauses (#), 
(u) of sub-section (2) ami sub-clause (m) or (#/) or <M of 
clause (tv) of sub-section (2).’ 

Sn, the clnm-e. as it stands, enfranchises the company, the firm, the 
joint family, etc , and provide** that the vote of such company, firm or 
joint fannl>, etc , should be e\er<-ised by only one membei ^penally 
deputed for the pin pose But the other members mav or may not be 
entitled to \ote in the general body of electors and special additional 
qualification ought to accrue to them by virtue of their constituting 
such company, firm or joint family. Only one reservation should be 
made in enfranchising all the members of such bodies, viz., that they 
are not disqualified under clauses 2 (i) and 2 (ri). 

The principle underlying the new amendments is to have as large 
a body of intelligent electors as possible. The members of these 
associations would be an acquisition to the bod\ of electors of a muni- 
cipality and provision ought to be made for their inclusion in the voters’ 
list if they cannot come in otherwise. 

R&i Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise in support 
of the motion. 

The introduction of these two new clauses 4 and 5 ill section 21 goes 
directly against the present law of the country in this matter. I beg to 
refer to the Government circular Nets. 22-20T.M., dated 3rd May 1922, 
It contains the High Court ruling of the case — The Chairman of the 
Dacca Municipality r*. Krishna Das Nag and others. Sir, this ruling 
•upports voting by members of a joint family. 
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With such a clear law existing in the country, I do not see the 
urgency of introducing a clause or clauses which not only upset the laws 
but which goes against the express public opinion in the country. 

Sir, the All-Bengal Municipal Conference certainly gives expression 
to public opinion on this point. And, Sir, I beg to quote what it 
says : — 

“All members of a joint family shall be entitled to vote if otherwise 
qualified/’ 

The reasons it sets forth — 

"As the payment of any amount as rate has been made a qualifica- 
tion, all members of a joint family should be allowed to vote, provided 
the family has paid the rate, because the money must be deemed to have 
come from the accounts of all the members. So the word ‘joint family* 
should be omitted from this sub-clause and an explanation added to the 
effect that all members of a joint family shall be entitled to vote, if 
otherwise qualified.” 

Sir, 1 adopt this view and support it. These two clauses, I have 
just shown, are against (/) law and against (11) public opinion. What 
more is required to alter them! 1 ’ Should I say, Sir, that these two clauses 
are against the principle of (m) democracy too? 

What is the reason of shutting up all the members of a joint family 
and disqualify them as voters, save and except one member of that 
family? The other members have paid their taxes and on their account 
and from their shnres of the family. Then why should they be 
disqualified ? 

In domestic concerns, the members of a joint family may agree but 
in municipal and political concerns they are entitled to differ and they 
actually do differ. So unless the individual members of a joint family 
can vote separately, the municipal administration will treat them as 
minors in perpetuity. These perpetual minors of a joint family cannot 
develop a healthy and normal civic life. Their civic consciousness will 
always remain dwarfed by this legislation. 

Sir, it is the negation of all principle of democracy. It is the 
negation and denial of individual right to civic and political growth. 

Sir, I pray for the amendment, as I suggested, of these two clauses 
on the grounds of (») law, (ti) public opinion and (in) democracy. I 
hope I have proved all my points. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, in discussing 
No. 891 we have already accepted the principle of the members of a 
joint family being enlisted as voters. So far as the second part of 
of this amendment is concerned, namely, partner of a joint firm, I think 
the same principle applies and as such I think the amendment should 
be accepted. 
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Tht Hon 9 ^ Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am afraid I 
have to disappoint the Kai Bahadur because in view of Government 
amendment No. 4 ‘2d, the first portion of the amendment is unnecessary. 
Government is already going to introduce the principle that every 
member of a joint family would be entitled to vote, but as regards a 
firm, it has corporate existence only and every partner cannot claim a 
vote like that of a joint family. They are not u joint family. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar was then put and a division 
was called for. After the division bell ceased ringing, the mover did not 
press for division. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At this stage, I may tell the House that 1 
thoroughly disapprove anybody calling a division light heartedlv. 

The motion was put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY : 1 beg to move 
that for clause *21 (•>) the following lie substituted, namely: — 

“(J) fi > Every member of a joint family, if he is qualified under 
clauses (i) and ( i < > of sub-section (2), shall he entitled to vote 
if such joint family has during the financial year 
immediately preceding the election paid any sum in respect 
of the municipal rates specified in clauses (a), (b), (r) or (<1) 
of Mtb-sertion i/) of section 111 or has during the said finan- 
cial year been assessed to income-tax. 

(tt) If a joint family has during the said financial year paid in 
respect of municipal fees and taxes (other than cart regis- 
tration fees) for such financial year an aggregate amount not 
less than the sum prescrilied by the Isical Government in this 
behalf as a minimum for the municipality , every member of 
such joint family shall he entitled to vote if he is qualified 
under clauses (/) and (ri) of sub-section (2) and if his share 
of the said fees and taxes amounts to the minimum prescribed 
for that municipality; 

Provided that where the total amount paid by a joint family does 
not equal or exceed the amount necessary to entitle every 
meml>er of the joint family to vote, one of the meml>eni of 
such joint family as its representative shall he entitled to 
vote except in case where any member of such joint family 
is enrolled to vote separately and individually in respect of 
his share in the joint property / ’ 
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This amendment is in conformity with the existing electoral rules, 
and I do not think I should say anything more in commending it to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There is one little defect 
in regard to this amendment which 1 want to point out. It is said that 
if he is qualified under clauses (i) and (it) of suh-section (2) and if his 
share of the municipal fees amount to the minimum prescribed by the 
Local Government in this behalf for that municipality, he shall be 
entitled to vote. That might lead to the necessity of an investigation 
into the exact share of the members in the joint family property — an 
investigation which may not be very easy. May I suggest to the 
Jfon’ble Minister an alternative proposal, namely, that instead of taking 
account of his share, the amendment should he worded like this “if the 
joint family has paid a sum which, if equally divided among the members 
of the family, would amount to the minimum prescribed for the muni- 
cipality**. What I am suggesting is that for the purpose of entitling 
members of a joint family to vote, the electoral authorities need not be 
prepared to go into an examination of the exact rate and shares of the 
members of a joint family but would follow a rule of the thumb. For 
instance, when there are altogether five members in a joint family and 
the family pays five times the minimum prescribed in that municipality, 
all tlic five members will be entitled to vote although the share of one 
may he half of the minimum, of another one-fourth and of yet another 
one-eighth. All those investigations would simply complicate matters. 
So long as we find that a family consisting of certain number of members 
pays ft sum which, if equally divided among the members, would amount 
to the minimum prescribed for that municipality, every one of the 
members ought to be entitled to vote without going into an examination 
of questions which sometimes baffle even the ingenuity of civil courts 
to settle. 


Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 think there is a defect in this 
amendment which wus perhaps overlooked by the Hou'hle Minister. 
So ftir as the voting power is concerned, there are three pre-requisites 
which must be fulfilled. First of nil the voter must be of 21 years of 
age and he must be a British subject and he must also be a resident or 
occupier of a holding. Now in this amendment the Hon’ble Minister 
says that if he is qualified under clauses (t) and (ii) only of sub-section 2, 
that is, if he is 21 years of age and is a British subject, he is entitled 
to rote, no matter whether be is a resident or not. I think that is a 
defect which the Hon’ble Minister should remove as otherwise it cannot 
he accepted as it leaves out one of the pre-requisites of the qualifications 
of a voter. 
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Tht Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not think 
the hon'ble member is correct. I am advised that it is quite alJ right. 
I do not want to accept this suggestion because the amendment is on 
the lines of the existing rules which worked very well. Further, it is 
not likely to give rise to any of the difficulties which are apprehended 
by Dr. Sen Gupta. 


Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, if the last two lines in 
clause 21 (•>) (n) of the proposed amendment, just before the proviso, 
that is “and if his share of the said fees and taxes amounts to the 
minimum prescribed for that municipality” be omitted, 1 think it will 
make the whole thing clear as suggested by Dr. Sen (tuptu. But he 
proposes a further amendment which will rather make the matter more 
complicated. 1 think if the Hon'ble Minister will be pleased to omit 
the last few words, it will remove all sorts of objections. That is a 
qualification of this amendment It is “if his share of the said fees 
and taxes amounts to the minimum prescribed for that municipality”. 
If that qualification be removed, there will be no more objections. 


Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I am inclined to support 
the contention of my friend Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan. The llon’hle 
Minister has just referred to the present election rules. Mu\ I just 
read the election rules — 

“Every male person shall be eligible to vote who has attained the 
age of 21 years, has been resident within the limits of the municipality 
for a period of not less than 12 months, immediately preceding the 
election, has been duly registered as provided in rules 4 to 12 inclusive, 
and who has during the year immediately preceding such election, paid 
an aggregate amount of not less than He. 1-8 in respect of any one or 
more of the rates specified in section 15 of the Act, or in respect of the 
fees for the registration of carts under section 1 4*1 of the Act 
provided that a memfor of joint family shall he entitled to vote 
aeparately if his share of the rates or the fees amounts to the minimum 
qualification for a voter.” 

Here it is perfectly clear that a member of a joint family, entitled 
to vote, must be a resident of the municipality but in ibis amendment 
which has just been moved by the Hon’ble Minister, the loophole remains 
that be may not be a resident. I think it is time that this clause 
should be amended so that there may not be any defect. 


Tha Hoil’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am aorry, 
Sir, I waa misled. I think that the residential qualification as in the 
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first paragraph of clause 21 (2) (iv) should be there and the amendment 
should read like this — 

“That for clause 21 (5) the following be substituted, namely: — 

”(J) (i) Every member of a joint family, who is at the time of 
the preparation of the electoral roll and has been for a period 
of not less than twelve months immediately preceding such 
election resident within the limits of the municipality, if he 
is qualified under clauses (i ) and (ii ) of sub-section ( 2 ), shall 
be entitled to vote if such joint family has during the financial 
>eur immediately preceding the year in which the election is 
held paid any sum m respect of the municipal rates specified 
in clauses (a), (/;), (r) or (J) of sub-section ( 1 ) of section 111 
or has during the said financial year been assessed to income- 
tax. 

(ti) If a joint family has during the said financial year {mid in 
respect of Municipal fees and taxes (other than cart regis- 
tration fees) for such financial year an aggregate amount 
not less than the sum prescrilied by the Local Government 
in this behalf as a minimum for the municipality, every 
member of such joint family who is at the time of the 
preparation of the electoral roll and has l>een for a period 
of not less than twelve months immediately pieeeding such 
election resident within the limits of the municipality, shall 
be entitbnl to vote if be is qualified under clauses (/) and 
(tt) of sub-section (2) and if his shate of the -cud fees 
and taxes amounts to the minimum prescribed tor that 
municipality. 

Provided that where the total amount paid by a joint family does 
not equal or exceed the amount necessary to entitle every 
member of the joint fnmil\ to vote, one of the meml>ers of 
such joint family as its representative shall be entitled to 
vote except in case where any member of such joint family 
is enrolled to vote separately and individually in respect of 
his share in the joint property.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


6-110 p.tn. 

Mautvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, might I inquire whether you 
are going to put the whole clause to the vote? In that case. I should 
like to make an observation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Yes: that question is before the House. 
Your remarks should not encroach on other amendments. 
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Miulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want to point out that another 
mistake has been committed so far as this clause is concerned, resulting 
from the Hon'ble Minister, instead of moving his own amendment, 
accepting the amendment of Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, thereby inserting 
a new sub-clause (tit). The position is this: the Hon'ble Minister 
wanted to substitute something else for sub-clause 21 (2) (»r) (in), 
but the amendment of Habu Khetter Mohan Ray was something different. 
I submit it should not be sub-clause (tit), but sub-clause (tv) (ta). This 
mistake should be rectified. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT (to the Hon'ble Minister): Would you formally 
move an amendment to that effect? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I think, Sir, the number should 
bo (tit). 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: I accept it 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : I think the easiest way would 
he, as amendement No. did lias been accepted, to change the figure 
from “ftu)” to “(«•)". 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 submit, Sir. that that 
amendment has already been passed. The motion now to he moved 
should he one for re-numbering. If the amendment is re-numbered, 
perhaps it will be the best thing. 

The Hon’hfo Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY • I beg to move 
that the oluuse previously inserted as clause 21 (2) (tit) be numbered 
as clause 21 (2) (iv) (in) and inserted in the place of the present 
clause (tv) (ta). 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 21, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 22. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 22 stand part of 
the Bill. 
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The Hon'bl# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCN ROY: Sir, I beg to 
mqve that for clause 22 ( 1 ) the following be substituted, namely: — 

“22. (/) Tho first general election of commissioners of a muni- 

cipality shall be held under the provisions of this Act at such time as 
the Local Government may prescribe.” 

Sir, it was the original intention of Government that elections to 
all municipalities under the new Act should be held on the same date, 
but as this may not be possible Government have been obliged to move 
this amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sic, I beg to 
move that after clause 22 (/) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(/</) The Local Government may issue such orders as it may 
consider necessary to give effect to the provisions of this Act in regard 
to the holding of the first general election referred to in sub-section (/) 
and in regard to any matter incidental and ancillary thereto." 

Sir, this is merely a consequential amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that 
in clutise 22 (2), in line 2, for the word “triennially” t lie words “every 
fifth year” be substituted. 

My idea is to give a longer lease to the municipalities. It may be 
done every third time if you think that desirable. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 22 (2), in line 2, for the word “triennially” the words “every 
fourth year” be substituted. 

Mv motion is to make it every fourth year. It is meant to increase 
the life of municipalities. 

Tim Hon'bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am 
prepared to accept the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 
I, therefore, oppose the amendment moved by Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri. 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg leave of the 

House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The motion of Dr. Nareeh Chandra Sen Gupta was put and ag ree d to. 
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Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to mote that in olauae 

22 ( 2 ), in line 2, after the word “days** the word* “places and hour* 
of polling’' be inserted. 

The reason for my moving this amendment is obvious, ric,, that 
unless the places and hours of {Killing be made known to the public, 
the rate-payers will be put to considerable difficulty. The Ilon'ble 
Minister is, perhaps, aware of the order which the Ijoc&I Government 
passed some time back in resjiect of a certain municipality. There was 
a sharp difference of opinion lietween that tnunicipalih and Government. 
An appeal was made to the Local Government to change the places of 
polling as they were not suitable. On the other hand, the chairman 
of the municipality was armed with the* opinion of the Advocate General, 
and therefore it was a great disadvantage to Government to go against 
the opinion of their own Advocate General. The matter had ultimately 
to be settled by wn\ of a compromise. After that, the Locnl Govern- 
ment addressed ull the municipalities to give their opinion on the 
subject, and I understand that several opinions were received and the 
Government want to make a rub* which is not yet done would be 
achieved by accepting the amendment. 

Sir, in order to obviate any difficulties in the future, I {impose that, 
as this Bill is going to be enacted, these words be incorporated in the 
new Ac t. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose the amendment moved by Dr. Amulva Katun Glmse. It is not 
necessary to put in these words into the Act in view of the rule-making 
{lowers provided tor in section 42 (M. Such details should come under 
the rule-making jxiwer. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Katun Ghose was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 22, ns amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m., on Wednesday, the 
17th day of August. 11M2, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 

Tin* Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 17th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon ’hie ltuja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chau- 
dhuri, kt., of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 113 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Daooitiss and thefts under the Jurisdiction of Cournadi, Bakargan). 

*85. MUHINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state w hether 
it is a fact t hut in recent years the number of dacoities and thefts under 
the jurisdiction of police-station (Journndi in the district of Rakurganj 
has increased P 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. R. N. Reid): No. The number of dacoities and thefts tor the 
years 1930-32 is given below: — 

Daroiti««. Thefts. 

1930 . . . . 2 28 

1931 7 15 

1932 * .. 3 12 

• ending 30th June.) 

Commissions appointed by the Subordinate Judges and Munsifs, 
Alipore. 

*88. Bibu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing separately for each of the vears 1930 and 
1931 — 

(0 the number of commissions appointed to examine absent wit- 
nesses issued from the Subordinate Judges’ and the Munsifs* 
courta, Alipore (24-Pargunas) ; 
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(m) the number of pleader-commissioners appointed for these com- 
missions ; 

(iii) the names of pleaders who have pot more than one commission? 

MEMBER in oharg* of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Mr. R. N. Rtid): (i\ 109 in 1930 and 117 in 1931. 

(it) 76 in 1930 and 78 in 1931. 

(iii) A statement is laid on the table. 


Stair men l referred to in the on suer to clause (iii) of starred question So, 86. 

Names of pleaders who (jot more than one commission. 


In 1930. 

1. Bftbu Stair Kunuir Hov. 

2. B*bu I>hir»*ndr» Nath Pal. 

3. Babu Anil Chandra I>o. 

4. Habu Akuhoy Kumar Sarkar. 

A. Habit Kamondro Nath (Jhoah. 

5. Habu Chitta Kanjan Non. 

7. Maulvi Kafiuddin 

8. Habu Nrijwmlrn Cluuidra liowr. 

9. Habu Anti C'handra Hoy Chowdhury. 

10. Habu Prafulla Chandra Oboalt. 

11. Habu Habtndr* Nath Hhattacharjae. 

12. Habu Dhirendra Nath Lahtri. 

13. Habu Nwt*ndra Chandra Sen. 

14. Habu Fakir Chandra Holder. 

15. Habu Bhupondra Nath tihoah. 

15. Babu Krwhna Nath Hoar. 

17. Habu Butt) Kumar Banerjee. 

15. Maulvi M. A. Kaahid. 

19. Maulvi Nurul Hutto. 

20. Maulvi M alaa n ta m Alt 

21. Habu Durga Charni Roy. 


In 1W3I. 

) Habu Stair Kumar Hoy 

2 Habu Dhirondra Nath Pal 

3 Itiibu Ami Chandra Be. 

4. Habu Akaltoy Kumar Sarkar 

5. Habu Kaittmidra Nath t*h(Mih. 
ft. Habu Clutta Hanjan Hon. 

7. Habu Kubttwb Chandra Chuoh. 

M Habit Prafulla Chandra OIkmH. 

9. Habu Harbuti Kankar Boon. 

10. Habu Dhtrpwlr* Nath Lahtri. 

1 1. Habu A nodi Charon Son. 

12. Habu Himtdra Nath Ohoah. 

13. Habu Halo Krutbrta Banarjac. 

14. Maulvi M Saved Towheed. 

15. Habit Suraah Chandra Bhadra 
1ft. Halm Kirtti Hhuoan Bagohi. 

17. Habu Jatmdra Multan Mukhorjea. 
1ft. Habu Dineah Chandra Sanyo!. 

19. Habu Prafulla Chandra Butwaa. 

20. Habu Santooh Kumar Roy. 

21. Babu Harat Chandra Ohatak. 

22. Habu Hyama Poda Majumdar. 

22. Maulvi Abul Kaaaem. 


24. Maulvi Mohammad Haain 
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ElaotrocardiologioaJ Department of tho Medical College, Calcutta. 

•87. Srijut TAJ BAHADUR 8INCH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the J/xul Self-Government Department aware — 

(*) that the Electrocard iological Department of the Medical 
College, Calcutta, has no specialist to interpret the electro- 
cardiograms ; and 

( ii ) that patients from other provinces have to go back after treat- 
ment without a specialist’s opinion? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of obtaining 
any honorary specialist to interpret the electrocardiograms for t lie 
benefit of the public like other departments such as ear, nose, throat, 
X’ray and tuberculosis departments? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) ( i ) Yes. 

(ii) Government have no information. 

(h) The interpretation of electrocardiograms is a matter for the 
physicians of the hospital in charge of each case and not for a specialist 
in electrocurd’ological work. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform us whether or not a specialist electrocardiologist will 
interpret electrocardiograms better than an ordinary physician? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I have nothing 
further to add to what is given in answer (b). 


Eleotrocardiological operator. 

*88. Srijut TAJ BAHADUR 8INCH: With reference to tho 
reply given to clause (g) of unstarred question No. 1U9 at the Council 
meeting held on the 31st March, 1932, will the Hon’ble Minister ill 
charge of the Wal Self-Government Department be pleaaed to state 
what decision, if any, has been arrived at to improve the scale of pay 
of the present operator? 

Tho MotPble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* It has been 

decided not to improve the scale of pay. 
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M BaM vr KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJl! Will the Hou'ble 

Minister be pleased to state what is the wale of pay of the present 
operator ? 

The Hofi’bU Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY 8 I think it is 
Rs. 150. 


Khulna District Jail. 

*88. Babu SUK LAL NAG* (o) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department Ik* pleased to state — 

t») what is the normal capacity for the accommodation of criminal 
• prisoners in the Khulna District Jail; 

(it) whether the same was ever exceeded during January and Feb- 
ruary, 1982 ; 

(m) what was the largest number on any day; 

(ir) what was the minimum number on any day; and 

(v) what arrangements, if any, were made to accommodate the 
extra number of prisoners? 

vM What is the capacity of wards Nos. V and VI of the said Jail? 

(r) \\ hat was the number of inmates in these wards on the flint 
Januan, PTC? 

id) ]« it u fact that a prayer for nil additional light in these wards 
was reported to the ( Jovernment ? 

(c> Is it not a fact that under the rules in force, convic ted and 
undertrial prisoners are not to l>e kept in the same ward? 

{/) If so, why were not these rules observed in the Khulna Jail in 
January and February, PTC? 

(y) Is the Hon’ble Meiul>er aware that both convicted and under- 
trial prisoners are accommodated in the same ward in the Khulna 
Jail? 

( h ) If so, on how many day* was (his done in January and Feb- 
ruary, 1932? 


MEMBER in olurg. of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (tho 

Monblo Elf ProvaNi Chundor Mittor)' to) ( i ) 168 j>lut 42 a* overflow 

accommodation. 

(u) Yet. 

(w) 276. 

(tr) 191. 
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(d) The excess prisoners were distributed in the different wards. 

(b) No. V— 18 
No. VI — 22. 

(c) 33 and 40 respectively. 

(d) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) For want of accommodation. 

(0) Yes. 

( h ) This was necessary on most of the days of those two months. 


Electrocardiograph. 

*90. 8rijut TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: (,i) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the I/ocal Self-Government Department awure that the 
instrument of elect rornrdiograph is of great service in guiding and 
regulating treatment as well as in diagnosis of the diseases of the heartP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of having a sejwmto wanl for the heart 
specialist by whom patients may be treated with the help of electro- 
cardiogram ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: (a) Yes 

(b) A scheme is under preparation for the reorganisation of the 
Elect rocardiographic Section, and the best method of utilising the 
instrument, will be determined in that connection. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the scheme that is under preparation will be 
given effect toP 


The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: In view of the 

present financial difficulties, it is difficult to say. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that for want of an Electrocardiographic Section patients are suffering 
great hardship? 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYS That is not my 

information. They are not suffering. 
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Mmilvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that so far as diseases of heart are concerned, the want of an electro- 
cardiograph instrument hampers the treat meut of such diseases? 


The Hoft’IHe Mr, BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY : There is no want 

of this instrument. There is an instrument in the Medicul College. 

Maulvi 8YE0 MAJID BAK8H: How is that instrument being used 
in the preparation of electrocardiographs? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: lly the physicians 

in a proper manner. 

Analysis of water of the jute mills in Public Health Department 

•81. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the fina ble 
Minister in charge of the l<ocal Self-Government Deportment W* pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the waters of the jute mills, under 
the Indian Jute Mills Association, are being analysed regularly in the 
Public Health Department Lalxmitory for the last six years? 

(h) If so, is the analysis being done de]Mirt men tally or by temjiorary 
arrangement through the Association? 

(r) Will the liou’hlo Minister l>e pleased to state whether the 
question of making the establishment j>c moment has been considered? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in tin* negative, when it is likely to 
be considered ? 

The Hon’blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(b) Hy a temporary arrangement with the Indian Jute Mills Asso- 
ciation. 

(r) No. 

(d) Future arrangements cannot be forecast. 

BMW SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to answer id), why these arrangements 
cannot be forecast? 

Tht HofPbli Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Unless the .Jute 
Mills Association comes to a permanent arrangement with Government, 
Government cannot place it on a permanent basis. 
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Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: What is the 

arrangement made with the Indian Jute Mills Association? 


Tha Hon'blo Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They contribute 
a portion of the cost. 


Detenu Fanindra Kumar Das. 

•92. Mr. R. MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Political Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
one Fanindra Kumar Dan, a detenu, at present lodged in the ltajshahi 
Central Jail, has been suffering from some sort of ailment in his eyee 
since his arrest at Midnnpore on the 30th April, 1932, in connection 
with the Douglas murder case? 

(ft) Is it uIno a fact that the matter was brought to the notice of 
the Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Political Depart- 
ment, by a jwtition. dated the 23rd June, 1932? 

(c) If so, what steps have the Government taken for the proper 
treatment of his eyes? 

(d) If no action has been taken up till now, are the Government 
considering the desirability of having his eyes examined and treated 
by un eye-sjiecialist ? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofi'Me 

Mr. R. N. Reid): (</) and (b) Yes. 

(c) On the recommendation of the Civil Surgeon. Government have 
already pissed orders for the examination of this detenu by u local 
optician. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Rou ble Member be 
pleased to state whether there is any eye-specialist in ltajshahi ? 

Tha Hon'bft Mr. R. N. REID: I ask for notice. 

Mr. R. MAITI: With reference to answer (r), will the Hon ’bid 
Member be pleased to state when the order was passed by Government 
for the examination of the eyes of the d4tenu? 


TN Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 
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Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTAt Dom the Hon Ur Member 
want us to understand that a disease of the eye ran be treated by an 
optician instead of by an eye-specialist ? 


Th. Hon'ble Mr. R, N> REIDS It depends on the nature of tha 
disease. 


Detenu Akhil Chandra Mahalanebis. 

*93. Maulvi HA88AN ALI : t.il Will lilt' Hoil'M* MotllW in 
charge of (he Political Department he pleased to state where detenu 
Akhil Chandra Mahal umihis of village Kusulgaon, jxwt office ltuheii, 
district Dinajpur. is lodged at present ? 

(b) Is the ITon’lde Memlier aware — 

(i) that tie* family of the detenu ('(insists of one son. a young hoy 
of 1 1* years old, two younger daughters and one old mother; 
and 

(it) that there is no other earning member to support them?' 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* hie 
Member he pleased to state what provisions have lieoii made f* »r tho 
maintenance of the family of the said detenu?' 

The Hon’ble Mr.* R. N. REID: (n), (It) and (< ) (io\einment mo 
not prejiared to sujiply infonuation on these matters. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon hle Member 
lie pleased to state why Government are not prepared to supply infor- 
mation as regards (In and <c>? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R, N. REID: The information will involve certain 
inquiries into the private concerns of these persons and it is not the 
practice of Government to supply information on such private matter*. 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: U it u fart that the 
Hon f hie Member does not want to give an opportunity to (he Home 
to rectify mistakes on the part of the Government? 


, Tin H*fi*bfe Mr. R. N. REID: That does not arise out of my answer, 
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Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to state if he is prepared to supply information on this 
point with a view to enable the House to rectify mistakes on the part 
of the Government? 


The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: It is not the business of the Legis- 
lative Council to rectify the mistakes of Government. 


Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Is it the business of the 
Legislative Council to perpetuate the mistakes made by the Govern- 
ment? 

(No answer.) 


Mr, PRE8IDENT: It is for the Hon’ble Member to say whether he 
is prepared to give the answer in more detail. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Six. are not the members 

of this House entitled to move a vote of censure or a motion for a cut 
in pay against the Ilon’hle Memtar for his refusal to answer the 
question ? 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if Government is already in possession of information 
with regard to question (M? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: They have information. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Then how is it that he said 
a few minutes ago that Government are not prepared to obtain infor- 
mation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 never said that. I said that Gov- 
ernment are not prepared to supply such information to the House. 


Matilvi HA88AN ALI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
•tate whether any provision has been made by Government for the 
maintenance of the family of the detenu? 

The Hon’Me Mr. R. N. REID: I have already said that Government 

are not prepared to supply all this information. 
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Altowanoei to Minus. 

• 94 . Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Deimrtment be pleased to state— 

(t) what is the dietary allowance now being given to dMenue— 

(1) in Bengal, and 

(2) outside Bengal, and 

(«) what was the dietary allowance given to detenus during the 
years 1924, 1927, 1 9,10 and 1931— 

(/) in Bengal, 

(2) outside Bengal? 

(b) Is it a fact that some months ago the dietary allowance was 
reduced by nearly 50 {x*r cent,!" 

(r) If so, what was the allowance (i) prior to reduction, and 
(u) after mluction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: pi), (b) and (c) Government are 
not prepared to supph such details as are uskisl for in (( t ) anil (r) of 
the cpiestion, but it is a fact that the allowances have been reduced 
recently, though not by as much as 50 j>er cent. These allowances, 
which are based on experience of actual costs, are subject to revision 
from time to time. They also vary according to the jduce of confine- 
ment, and the local cost of living. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'M* Member 
be prepared without giving details to state what are the principles on 
which these reductions are made? 

Thu Hon’blf Mr. R. N. REID: It is on the experience of actual 
coats. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: What is the procedure 
adopted — who takes the initiative And who passes orders? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Government takes the initiative and 
Government passes orders on the merits of each case. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: What is meant by Govern- 
mentf Does it mean the Hon’hle Member himself? 

Tht Hon'M# Mr. R. N. REID: Government is Government, I am 
oof Government. 
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Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Are such reductions mode 

as a measure of disciplinary' action? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. H. REID: J am not aware of this. 

Mr. 8YAMAPR08AD MOOKERJEE: Has Government received 
any representation from the persons affected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to stute if the allowances of certain detenus of the Jtob&m- 
pore detention camp have l>een reduced as a measure of punishment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Process-servers’ badges. 

41. Mtulvi MUHAMMAD H088AIN: (a) U the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware 

{ i ) that at present the process-servers of different districts have to 
use different kinds of badges; and 

( ii ) that the process-servers of Dacca, Nadia, Midnapore, Dakar- 
ganj and certain other districts have been }>ermitted to wear 
a very decent kind of badge prepared at their own cost? 

(b) If the answer to (a) {ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bls 
Member be pleased to state the reasons why this privilege has been 
denied to the process-servers of other districts? 


Tho HfilHMo Mr. R. M. REID: (a) <i>, lit) and (b) The member is 
referred to the answer given to the unstarred question No. 24 asked by 
Maulvi Hassan Ali at the current session. 
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42. Maulvi ABDUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state — 

(«) whether there is a list of approved newjqmpcra to which Gov- 
ernment advertisements are sent ; and 

(ii) whether it is a fact that the list is revised, from time to time? 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member he pleased to state the principle followed in including and ex- 
cluding names in and from the list? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 1 ) and (ii) Yes. 

(b) Newspapers are generally included in the approved list if they 
have a fair circulation and their tone is considered to In* unobjection- 
able by Government. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Hill, 19.T2, was then 
resumed. ] 

Clause 22 A. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 22 A stand part of 
the Bill. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: I beg to move that cluuse 
22 A 1 m? omitted. 

Sir, the House will notice that this cluuse was not in existence in 
the Bill as it was presented to the House, It was added in the Select 
Committee and the House will probably he interested to note that in 
the Bengal I/m-hI Self-Government Bill, which was introduced in the 
Legislative Council, a similar clause did exist and the Select Committee 
which had to deal with the matter and which was peihups larger and 
more repiesentntive of the House reported against the retention of the 
dauee. It will thus he seen that so far as the Bengal Lx-al Self-Gov- 
ernment Bill is concerned, the Select Committee recommends that there 
should be no provision asking for dejw»»it from candidates, whereas the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Municipal Bill recommends flint there 
should be a clause asking the candidates to make a deposit of Bs. 100, 
which deposit is liable to be forfeited under certain circumstances. 
Well, §ir, I consider this aa one of several devices to put n spoke into 
the scheme for giving a larger measure of control to the people at large 
in municipal matters — a principle upon which the Hon'ble Minister 
when introducing the Bill laid considen ble emphasis. 
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It means that persons who are not in a position to risk the loss of 
Ra. 100 must not venture to come forward and contest elections. The 
principle is bused upon an apprehension, w’hich is no doubt so founded 
to a certain extent upon experience, that there may be frivolous candi- 
dates who are not serious about contesting seats and this clause is design- 
ed for the purpose of preventing such candidates coming forward and 
making elections complicated. With regard to this I shall only say 
this : Candidates who are not serious are ordinarily put forward for one 
or two reasons. There are candidates, who stand for election, because 
they have been Net up by another candidate in order to deprive a third 
candidate of some votes. Suppose A and B are candidates for an elec- 
tion. A finds that B has a number of votes which may make his/ posi- 
tion precarious ami he would get hold of another candidate, C, who 
might capture some of B’s votes. This is one of the ways in which 
frivolous candidates are put up. There is another way in which most 
of these frivolous contests are made. If there is a rich man who stands 
as a candidate, he might spend a lot of money over his candidature. 
A man who has an eye to business might get a nomination, only just 
to squeeze some money out of the other candidates as the cost of his 
retirement. These are the cases in which candidates may he frivolously 
put up, hut these are cases in which the necessity of depositing Rs. 100 
is no deterrent. If a candidate thinks that by standing as a candidate 
he can squeeze out some money from his adversary, he will do so at the 
risk of losing Rs. 100 as deposit money. If a candidate has been set 
up by another candidate for the purpose of dividing votes, there again 
that gentleman would he obliging enough to put in Rs. 100 and, ordi- 
narily spenkiug, there would he no difficulty about this. But what this 
section will prevent is the candidature of persons who are not rich 
enough to risk a loss of Rs. 100 and who may, all the same, be a very 
desirable candidate. If you run over the list of candidates who stood 
for election to the Bengal Legislative Council in the past and had their 
deposit money forfeited, you will find that they were not necessarily 
the least deserving candidates, not necessarily candidates who ought not 
to have stood as candidates at all. I think the same story will he told 
in the case of the municipalities also. The persons whom you are 
shutting out by this provision would very often be found to be persons 
most worthy to Iw* elected. T would ask the House to put out of their 
mind the cases of municipalities like those of Howrah, Dacca or other 
big places, but to think of the very’ small municipalities that we have, 
a long string of whose names the Hon’ble Minister has repeated here 
more than once. Think of those small municipalities in village areas 
where persona are not rich, and persons who would be able to risk the 
loss of Rs. 100 are comparatively rare. Think of those municipalities 
and what would happen there, to poor but deserving candidates, who 
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ought to be on the municipality to give it proper direction, candidates who 
might possibly look forward with some confidence to get the votes of the 
electors by virtue of sheer worth. Those candidates will be absolutely 
shut out, for Rs. 100 may seem to be a very small sunt to, many of us 
here, but it is not a small sum to the vast majority of the people out- 
side. For these reasons I say that this clause will not shut out those 
candidates who may really become a nuisance, but it will shut out can- 
didates whom the people want to Ik* on the municipality. With regard 
to the fortunes of elections, it is \erv difficult to forecast what would 
happen. A candidate may put forward his name with the best of bom i 
fidet and with a reasonable chance of success at the start, but the result 
of canvassing in the meantime may turn the game so far against him 
that he may not be able to secure even the minimum of votes for him 
to get back his deposit money. These are facts which cannot be 
denied, if you analyse the experience of the elections to the legislative 
Council; but apart from anything else I submit that it ought not bo the 
object of a municipality to shut out the poor from association in the 
municipal administration. Poverty is no crime nor even a disqualifi- 
cation, for taking a reasonable part in municipal administration. By 
putting in this clause \ou want to brand the j»oor man as a person who 
is not capable of taking his share; you are taking away from him a pri- 
vilege and denying the electois a commissioner acceptable to them. It 
may after all Ik* that he will not pos-ihly 1*» returned as a commissioner, 
but nevei thele*»s \ou are keeping him out because lie is not rich enough 
to rNk the loss of IN. 100; that is what the clause comes to. 


Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: 1 must oppose the motion of 
my friend Dr. Sen Gupta. The reasons that he has given for omitting 
this clause are, in my submission, just the reasons for the retention of 
the clause. Apart from the personnel of the Select Committee on this 
Bill, of which Dr. Sen Gupta was not a member, having Wn such as 
to have taken this clause into this Hill, whereas in the case of the other 
Bill. I mean the IjocuI Self-Government Bill, this was omitted, that is 
absolutely no reason to justify Dr. Sen Gupta when he says that this 
elau.se will not prevent undesirable men or men who are not really 
serious candidates, from corning forward as candidates. I beg to differ 
from him and I think that the provision for de|Kedt of Rs, KH> for can- 
didature will certainly go a long way to prevent, if not all, at least 
the majority of men who are not serious but put forward the candi- 
daiure only in order to squeeze out some money from the richer can- 
didate#. As for his ground that it will prevent a poor man from stand- 
ing as a candidate, well, if he i*. a deserving one, he will somehow he 
able to find out the deposit money. My friend has said that if von look 
at the list of person* who forfeited their deposit money in the case of 
electron to the Bengal Legislative Council, you will find names of great 
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eminence and names of men who are desirable members of a Legisla- 
tive Council. I dare say, we would; but the question is not whether a 
man is a very deserving man in himself ; the question is whether the 
electors, those who are exercising their franchise, have any confidence 
in him. We all know the history of election in other countries where 
a man even like Gladstone had lost his elections. But that does not 
mean that Mr. Gladstone was not a desirable man. It means that at 
that period at least the electors thought that they would have nothing 
to do with him. So far as his poor and deserving man is concerned, 
my friend forgets that this is an election by municipal voters, and if 
there are a considerable body of men who desire to have this desirable 
poor man as their representative, nothing would prevent them from 
putting their hands in their pockets temporarily and sulwrihing Its. 5 
each. If there are 20 such men, Its. 100 could be easily found just to 
have this candidate go through. (A voice: But it would be charity.) 
It is not a question of forfeiture nor a question of charity. It is not a 
question of charity if 20 voters who want a poor man to lw» their can- 
didate subscribe Its. f> eac h as deposit, to be got back as soon as the elec- 
tion is over. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: There are hardly 
any such men in union boards. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : We are not discussing union 
boards and I submit that my friend Khan Bahadur Momin with his 
pust experience in this matter will agree that in every municipality 
there are certainly hundreds of men who would he able to pay Rs. 5 
each; it is not even a question of paying Its. 5; it is simply a temporary 
dejHwit and I submit there i* absolutely no reason why a salutary prin- 
ciple like this, which has been embodied in the Bengal legislative 
Council Electoral Rules us well as in the Calcutta Municipal Act and 
other Acts, should not find a place in this Bill. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I whole-heartedly support the 
amendment of Dr. Sen Gupta. This amendment seeks to omit clause 
22 A of the Bill. Clause 22 A is to my mind one of the retrograde 
measures which have found place in the Bill. It is a rich man’s 
measure and an undemocratic measure too, that has been embodied in 
the Bill. Sir, there is no gainsaying the fact that this clause, if passed 
into law, will prevent some undesirables from coming forward as can- 
didates as commissioners, but it will also keep out very many 
desirables. 

With your permission, Kir, I would narrate one of my own experi- 
ences. When I was a junior pleader I had the misfortune or good for- 
tune to stand as a candidate for election in a small municipality. My 
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total expense was not more than Rs. 25, but if I had to deposit a sum 
of Rs. 100 t I frankly confess that I would not have been in a position 
to stand at all. Such is the position of very many persons who stand 
as candidates, especially in small municipalities. Mr. Basu has said 
that it is very- likely that several electors will come forward to deposit 
money for the sake of the candidate who is popular with them. I am 
afraid Mr. Bumi. when he says so, is moving in an “Utopia’*. We 
have some experience of small municipalities and we can confidently 
say it is \ery difficult to find persons there who will advance any money 
for the sake of a candidate who is jtopulur with them; 1 think Mr. 
Basil’s experience also will tell him that it is so. On the contrary, 
the truth is that it is the electors who have got to he paid legally or 
illegally rather than that electors should pay for their candidates. 
Therefore, I think that this amendment which was not in the original 
Bill is a retrograde measure aud as such should not find place in the 
stutute. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I regret very much that J can agree licit het 
with Or. Naresh Uhandra Sen Oupta nor with Maulvi Tnmixuddivi 
Khan. A good deal has been said about t lie fact that this is a retro- 
grade mcuMite and that it debar* p«x*r men from contesting seats in the 
ltiutui ipulitv, hut, an has been said by my friend Mr. Basil, the cjuestion 
of deporting IN. 100 i*. neither an expense nor a loss to the candidate. 

3-45 p in. 

It has been said, I think, by Dr. Nurcsh Uhandra Sen Gupta that 
there is the risk »»f forfeiture. The question is that while a rich man 
can stand a loss of Rs. 100 a man cannot, hut I want to know 

what is the risk in depositing the amount. The question is not which 
candidate is desirable and which candidate i* not desirable. The ques- 
tion to he considered by every prosjiertive candidate is whether he has 
a reasonable chance of success or not; if, commonly speaking, any man 
has a reasonable chance of suece*»s at an eb*ction by any amount of 
canvassing, he should not fail to secure 10 js*r cent, even of t he recorded 
vote. If a person fails to do that. 1 think no sensible man will sav 
that he had any reasonable chance of success. There is, however, one 
disadvantage. It has been said that desirable* are to Is* shut out. 1 
do not admit it. I can well understand that many able men, men 
whose presence either in the municipality or on the legislature is very 
much not only desirable but very useful, have been defeated at the 
polls or have lost the security money, but the question is not that by 
lemoving this provision you can get these gentlemen elected simply 
because of their qualifications or their usefulness in the House; but 
the question is that you have to look at the other point* of view. As 

to 
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wo know, at an election a large number of people put in tbeir names, 
one proposes and another seconds with the result that many candidates 
seek election and a fair number of votes go to those candidates who 
come forward more for the sake of fun than seriously and some votes 
go to such candidates. If this sort of people did not stand for elec- 
tion, the votes recorded in their favour would have gone to the most 
popular candidates. Therefore, 1 think it is desirable that in the 
system of democracy there should be some sort of check on such per- 
sons as are not serious or have not any reasonable chance of being 
elected from coming forward as candidates. There are other reasons, 
Sir. If I w'ant to stand as a* candidate for election, I can set up some 
friends from some quarters an candidates simply for the purpose of 
dividing the votes and making my line clear, but this provision will 
prevent such practice. I do not agree with my friends, M*r. N. K. Basu, 
that voters vill subscribe and pay the deposit money, but I can sav that 
if a man is really worth his salt, and he is actually unable to pay the 
deposit money, 1 think he will have friends in the municipality who 
will not risk the money but will only lend it to him for a few days. 
As regards the jxiint whether it is desirable or not, I do not know, but 
this much I know that some of my friends have, on many occasions, 
deposited the security money and I have stood ns a candidate for this 
Legislative Council since 1910. 


Baba SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, I am sorry' to oppose this 
amendment of Dr. Nnresh Chandra Sen Gupta. The principle of 
deposit has been accepted for the legislative Council and also for the 
legislative Assembly. We all know what big constituencies the legis- 
lative Assembly have. In the case of Muhammadans two or more divi- 
sions are added together and for non-Muhammadans each division is 
generally a constituency and for the IjegisUativet Counoil in some 
cases we have got two districts combined as a constituency. In the 
case of municipalities generally, there are wards which are small areas 
and candidatevs know beforehand what chance they have of standing 
as a candidate. It is only just and proper that, in order to shut out 
all frivolous and what we may call bogus candidates, there should be 
some deposit paid bv really hona fide candidates who have a chance of 
being elected. As I have already said, the area of a ward in a muni- 
cipality is insignificant, perhaps one square mile or at the most two 
square miles, and voters are generally known to most of the candi- 
dates. But I must say in this connection that the Hon’ble Minister 
might consider the hardship regarding smaller municipalities and J 
hope he will consider any amendments by which in the case of smaller 
municipalities the amount of deposit might be reduced. ^ With thea* 
few words, I oppose the amendment. 
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TM HoifWa Mr. BUOY PRAIA D SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
OffKwe this taneudment. The argu ments advanced by Or. Naiesh 
Chandra Sen Gupta really support the case for a deposit and not for 
dotng away with it. As he has himself pointed out, this deposit in 
meant to discourage bogus candidates being set up or to {wevent men 
who want to make some money from the elections from coming forward 
as candidates. I am, however, prepared to accept the amendments 
Nos. 458 to 464 which will meet the case of poor municipalities which 
Dr. Sen Gupta mentioned. But I think that this provision will rather 
prtveut people from standing only for the sake of dividing the votes or 
for making money out of the elections ami that is a thing which 
should be discouraged. As regards deserving candidates, we must not 
forget (he fact that if a man is really deserving, he is certainly known 
in his own locality, to each and every voter. If he is wanted by the 
people of his locality, tht're is not much chance of his deposit money 
being forfeited. I know of municipal commissioners who have boon 
standing and have lieen elected for tj mirier of a century; then whore is 
the room for apprehension that it will shut out deserving candidates Y 
I)r. Sen Gupta’s arguments are, therefore, really in support of increasing 
the deposit and not for doing away with it. Sir, it has Uhmi said that 
it is an undemocratic and retrograde measure, but in ail domorratie 
countries, in England and on the continent, there is this system of 
deposit und this system of deposit has l**en introduced in the legisla- 
tive Council and the legislative Assembly and 1 dare say it has not 
caused any hardship to anv one. A« T have said, them is not much 
clamc of the money being forfeited. It i* not. an exjiendihiie but 
merely a deposit. However, for the sake of providing for jioorer muni- 
cipalities, I would rather accept the amendments Nos. 45H to 464 if 
chat will satisfy the mover. 


The motion of l)r. Naresh Chandra Ren Gupta was theu put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, Maulvi Ha-aa. 
tafc*, Maahri tyrB Hr JIB. 

Naaarji, Hr. F. 

CBauBBuri, BaBu KitBuri Urban. 
C B— f B ur y, Maulvi Nurmi Abrar. 
OfeMNlwrr. Hap IMi AMwA 
FaMtfflaB, Maulvi Muhim— a 
SSaaa, Or. Amutya Natan. 

Hum , Ntan BaMw Maulvi Atfeui. 
Hum, KaM ta—aBul. 

Hula , Maulvi MatumunaO. 

N— fc Mr. A. K. FaM-ut. 


HAaa, KBan BahaBur Maulvi Muaamm All. 
iCHaa, Maulvi Ta—iiuBBift. 

Mamia, KBan trhaBur MuBammaB ABBul. 
MulliaB, Mr. MuBuaBa BrBary. 

Rahman, Maulvi A liiur. 

RaBman, Mr. A. F. M. AB Bur 
Nay, BaBu N a— wBr a Marayaa. 

Nay, Mr, fBaali SBaBBar-wsr. 

Naut, NaBu H r — ni . 
l a m aB, Maulvi ABBur. 

•m Ouata, Or. Nar-B C Baa Br a. 
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N0E8. 


Afxal, Mawabxada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Armstreng, Mr. W. L. 

Austin, Mr. 4 . M. 

Bakih, Maulvi Shaik Rahim. 

•al, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Baflabh. Rai Bahadur Oabandra Nath. 
Bantrii, Rai Bahadur Kathab Chandra. 
Basir Uddin, Khan tahib Maulvi 
Mohammad. 

Basu, Mr. Narsndra Kumar. 

Birkmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. E. N. 

Boss, Mr. I. M 

Chaudhuri, Dr. Jogandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
muzzaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftzur 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi lysd Osman Haidar. 
Cohan, Mr. 0. 4 . 

Coppingar, Major-Canoral W. V. 

Coopar, Mr. C. C. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Faroqui, tha Hon'bla Nawab K. c. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Forrastar, Mr. J. Campbail. 

Oangail, Rai Bahadur, fusil Kumar. 
Cilohrist, Mr. R. N. 

Cuba, sabu Frofulla Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Mandorson, Mr. A. D. R. 

Hodga, Mr. j. d. V. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latarat. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Amiivuz-Zaman. 


Law, Mr. Burondra Nath. 

Loason, Mr. C. W. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 

Mittar, tha Hon'bla Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 

Mortimar, Mr. H. R. 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Sahib Sarat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu Suk Lai. 

Nandy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, of Kasim- 
bazar. 

Nazimuddin, tha Hon'bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Fatra, Mr. B. F. 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Poddar, Sath Hunuman Prosad. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dob. 

Ray, Babu Khattor Mohan. 

Roid, tha Hon'bla Mr. R. N. 

Ross, Mr. J. 

Roy, Babu Satyandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Sailaswar Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Roy, tha Hon'bla Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. 
Roy Choudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra. 
Saadatultah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Sarfcar, Babu Banod Bihan. 

Sarkar, Rai Sahib Rabati Mohan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Ciris Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Staplaton, Mr. H. E. 

Townand, Mr. H. P. V. 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. R. 

Woodhaad, tha Hon’bla Mr. 4 . A. 


( h<* Ayes being 2J1 and the Noes Hi), the motion was lost. 


4 pm. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that in 
clause 22A (/t, in lines and 4, for the words “rupees one hundred’* 
the words “rupees fifty in rase of municipalities mentioned in Schedule 
II and rupees twenty-five in the re*t of the municipalities” be «ub- 
stituted. 

I do not think, Sir, there is any need to say much. The figure of 
Rs. 100 is rather high, especially in the case of smaller municipalities; 
if it is reduced to Rs. 50 in the case of municipalities mentioned in 
Schedule II, and R«. 25 in the rest of the municipalities, much hard- 
ship would not he felt. With these few words, I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 
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TIM Hotl f bl« Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I tun afraid 1 

must oppose this amendment. The proposal U that in the ease of a 
municipality in Schedule II the amount should l»e reduced to Rs. 5(1 
and in the case of the rest of the municipalities, to Rs. 25. The sum 
will he ridiculously low. I would rather accept the amendments 
458-464 subject to certain alterations in the language. That would give 
Government some discretion to reduce it in the case of smaller munici- 
palities, and that would he fair. 

The motion of Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was put and lost. 


MflUlvi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: I l>eg to move that in clause 22 A 
(I), lines 3 and 4, for the words “rupees one hundred" the words 
“fifty rupees" he substituted. 

He spoke in Bengali, the English translation of which is as 
follows : — 

“Mr. President, the qualifications laid down in the proposed Hill 
for municipal voters will greatly increase their number. Hence to 
put a check upon the unnecessary rush of candidates for election and 
the disturbances that art* likely to follow upon a tremendous rush at 
the time of polling, it has been pioposed that each candidate for elec- 
tion shall have to depo-.it Rs. 100 while filing his nomination paper. 
In case a candidate fails to secure 1/10 of the total mini I mu of votes 
polled, his deposit money shall he forfeited to the Municipal Fund. 

While admitting the soundness of this principle, I cannot ufToid to 
overlook the fact that the amount of money required to he deposited 
is very large as compared with the amount of Rs. 250 to he deposited by 
a candidate for election to the legislative Council. The status and the 
si*e of the constituent y ; n the rase of a candidate in municipal elec- 
tions stand no comparison with those of a candidate contesting a seal 
in the Legislative Council. I, therefore, promise that the amount of 
deposit money l»e fixed at Rs. 50 in place of Rs. 100. If the amount 
of (fepoait money is reduced to the extent proposed, it will enable many 
poor, yet absolutely honest and deserving, candidates who are held in 
high esteem by the electorate to contest the seats of municipal com- 
missioners. 

I hope the Hon'hle Minister as also the memliers who are in 
sympathy with my amendment will feel no hesitation in accepting it." 

Tt» Hon'bfa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: f oppose the 

amendment. 

The motion of Moulvi A Mu I Hamid Shah was then put and lost. 
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Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* I beg to move that in clause 22A 
(1), in lines H anil 4, for the words “one hundred” the word “twenty- 
five” lie substituted. 

Slv reason for reducing the amount is that it will satisfy those who 
are in favour of some change. I think, Rs. 25 will serve their purpose. 
It is a moderate sum, and it will not he of great hardship to the poor 
candidate. I beg to submit my amendment to the acceptance of the 
Hour**, 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to oppose this amend- 
ment of Maulvi Tunmuddin Khun. I personally believe that this 
demand for u deposit money is not only desirable, hut is absolutely 
necessary. Some of mv friends have talked about democracy. Well, 

T am not opposed to democracy, nor less respectful to democratic 
institutions, hut at the same time 1 cannot forget that in our desire 
and anxiety to democratize all municipalities, we are bringing in 
certain fiersons who are not at all desirable. I have seen some munici- 
pal candidates in Calcutta ami outside who do not deserve nnv considera- 
tion whatsoever, and whose only intention in coming, as candidates 
is to make some money out of the whole thing. That is a thing which 
strikes me, ought to be remembered. If the deposit is decided upon 
why reduce the amount to a ridiculous figure!' If a candidate for civic 
honour cannot afford to pay lts. 25 as deposit. ,s he the man to he 
entrusted with important matters, and placed in a position where there 
is temptation!' From the experience I have gained, I have found that 
those who are very poor,— though I respect them and admit that- 
poverty is no crime and they may hr deserving of every consideration 
-and who cannot make two ends meet, are always in difficulty, and do 
not know bow even to obtain their livelihood, that class of people ought 
to be discouraged, and not brought in as candidates. (Shame, shame.) 

. I, v friends may cry “shame,” but I am quite prepared to meet them, 
if in their enthusiasm for democracy they go to the extreme limit I 
must leave them alone If you take facts as they are, you cannot dJny 
that some come as candidates simply for the purpose of making money 
Is money-making permissible in such elections? I know of candidate* 
trying to make “two pice” by their action*. Why put temptation in 
he way Of such needy people? (A voice : But rich people also fall to 
these temptations.) My friends tell me that there are rich people who 
may go as ray, but is that any reason why you should encourage needy 
men on the plea of democracy, to come in and make money? So I 
think the deposit is perfectly justifiable. Some of my friends have 
suggested Rs.' 50. May I ask, what about Howrah? Howrah is a* 
rich as Calcutta and what a ridiculous thing it i, to ask a candidate 
m Howrah to come and deposit Rs. 25 only. It is ridiculous to ask men 
like Mr. Baroda Prasad P.vne, Dr. Ghoee, etc., to come, with deposit * 
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of R*. 25. Do not make this ridiculous. The suggestion of the 
Hoa’ble Minister, however, seems to be quite fair. We may fix Rs, 100 
lmt give power to the Government to reduce it if that is found neces- 
sary in any particular municipality. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY S I rise to oppose 
this amendment. I may point out that I propose to move an amend- 
ment later on which will give another chance to the candidate to get 
his money back. With these few words, Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamiauddin Khan was then put and u divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


All, Maulvi Hattan. 

Baksh, Maulvi Syod Majid. 

Sanorji, Mr. P. 

Chaudhuri, tabu Kithari Mohan. 
Chaudlturi, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
muuaman. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Nural Abur. 
Faziullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Choto, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haquo, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axixul. 
Haquo, Kaxi Emdadut. 

Hotoain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Muq, Mr. A. K. Patl-ul. 


Kaum, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaxxam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Muliiok, Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 

Poddar, Both Hunuman Proud. 

Rahman, Maulvi Axixur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur 
Raikat, Mr. Pratanna Dob. 

Ray, Mr. dhanti thokharotwar. 

Rout, Babu Hoooni. 

•amad, Maulvi Abdut. 

•on Gupta, Or. Narooh Chandra. 

•hah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 


NOES. 


Afxal, Hawabxada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Armttrang, Mr. W. L. 

Auotin. Mr. 4. M. 

Rakah, Maulvi Bhaik Rahim. 

Baltabh, Rai Bahadur Oobondra Nath. 
Sanarji, Rai Bahadur Kaohab Chandra. 
Ratir Odd in, Khan Bahib Maulvi 
Muhammad. 

•mu, Mr. Narondra Kumar. 

Btrkmyro, Mr. H. 

Rlandy, Mr. I. H. 

Bata, Mr. ft. M. 

Chaudhuri, Or. dagond ra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Sahadur Maulvi Hahxur 
Rah m an. 

Chma dh ury, Haji Sadi Ahmad. 

Cahx w , Mr. 0. 4. 

Oapplngtr, Majur Oo n ora l w. V. 

C d dpi r, Mr. C. 6. 

Mai, Rai Sahadur Kamiai Kumar. 

Bm, Rai Sahadur Batyoudr a Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Sahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Paroaad. tho Hon’bio Hawab K. C. M., 
Khaa sahadur. 

Pawatn, Mr. L. R. 

P arro ul m, Mr. 4. CimpUdiL 
BmerU, Bai Bahadur, BuoH Kumar. 


Cilohrilt, Mr. R. N. 

Cuba, Babu Prdfuiia Kumar. 

Hondoroon, Mr. A. G. R. 

Had ft, Mr. 4. 0. V. 

H attain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Khan, Maulvi Amimux-Zaman. 

Law, Mr. Surondra Naih. 

Looton, Mr. 0. W. 

Millor, tht Hon'bio Bir Provath Chundor. 
Mittra, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Mortimor, Mr. H. R. 

Mukhopadhaya, Rai Bahib Barat Chandra. 
Nag, Babu Buk Lai. 

Haximuddtn, tho Hon'bio Mr. Khwaja. 
Pttro, Mr. B. P. 

Philput, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rai Mohatai, Munindra Dob. 

Ray, Babu Khottor Mahan. 

Raid, tht Hon’bio Mr. R. R. 

Root, Mr. 4 . 

Ray, Rahu Batyou d r a Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Ballot war Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Barat Kumar. 

Ray, tho Han 'bio Mr. Bijay Pratad Singh. 
Baadatuttah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Ba ha n a, Babu Butya KHtkar. 

•arbor, Babu Banad Bohari. 
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Sartor, Rai Sahib Rtbati Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. R. 

San, Mr. Ciria Chandra. 

San, Rai Sahib Akahay Kumar. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan, 
af Naahipur. 


Sotaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Staplaian. Mr. H. E. 

Tawnand, Mr. H. P. V. 
Wilkinaon, Mr. H. R. 

Waodhaad, tha Hon'bla Mr. J. A. 


The A yen being 27 and tin* Noes 02, the motion was lost. 


4-16 p.m. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I be* formally to move the 
amendment which stands in my name, namely: — 

“That in clause 22 A (/), in lines 3 and 4, for the words ‘one 
hundred’ the word ‘five’ he substituted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I also 
formally oppose it. (Laughter.) 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was put and lost. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Mr. I iesident, Sir, I he? to 
move that after obtuse 22A ( 1 ) the following he inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that the Isual Government shall have power to reduce 
the amount to fifty rupees in respect of such municipalities as it 
thinks fit.” 

Sir, there are many municipalities where public men would he un- 
willing to stand as candidates after making a deposit of Rs. 100. It 
all depends on the importance of the municipalities themselves which 
offer fields for public service. Therefore, the more reasonable course 
would be to lower the monetary check on indiscriminate candidature, 
and thereby attract worthy candidates to the contest. Otherwise, 
length of the purse may have u great influence in swaying the chances 
of an election. The l/wnl Government should, therefore, have the dis- 
cretion to reduce the amount to Rs. 50 in suitable cases, lhero can be 
no hard-and-fast rule in such cases, hut the Government should have 
the f>o\ver for cases where their interference is called for. 

Thi Hofl’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. I am pre- 
pared to accept this amendment, subject to slight alterations, n>., that 
after the word “amount” the words “of deposit” and for the word 
“municipalities” the word “municipality” be put in. The amendment 
will then read as follows : — 

“That after clause 22 A (7) the following be inserted, namely: — 

‘Provided that the Ixjcal Government shall have power to reduce 
the amount of deposit to fifty rupees in respect of such municipality 
as it thinks fit.* ” 
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Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: I have no objection to the 


Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir. at the outset I must 
confess that there is one thing which puzzles me as regards the attitude 
of Government in accepting this amendment and opposing every other 
motion. There was a motion for making a discrimination between two 
classes of municipalities which Government opposed. This motion the 
Government have accepted. On the other hand, as I have already 
said, the Select Committee of the I/ocal Self-Government Bill, over 
which the Hon’hle Minister presided, deleted a similar section, and, 
so far os 1 can recollect, the Hon’ble Minister has not dissented from 
that proposition. That being so, the attitude of Government seems to 
me to he very puzzling. May 1 inquire in what respects this motion 
differs from those which the Hon’ble Memlier opposed? This motion 
only lays down that differential treatment should he in accordance with 
the rule laid down in the law itself. This motion gives power to the 
Local Government to determine the amount of deposit: it has been 
reduced to Its. 50 — not more, not less. I he I/ocal Government, could 
have introduced a graduated scale rising to, say, Hs. 50, hut. T cannot 
understand the exact figure of Its. 50 as the maximum for second-class 
municipalities. 

Sir, I cannot understand this attitude of Government. I want the 
Hon ’hie Minister to remember that he is not the Government, which is 
signified hv the Act. He may have the best of intentions. But, Sir, 
we are legislating for future Ministers also, who may not agree with his 
views. It is not unlikely that he may he on this side of the House at 
that time, and we may perhaps see him there fruitlessly throwing up 
his arms against the use that the then Government makes of this section. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl: Sir, Dr. Naresh 
Chandra Sen Gupta has evidently made a mistake. He has blamed 
Government for the attitude taken up by them in regard to one of the 
previous motions concerning the reduction of the deposit money from 
Ha. 100 to Hs. 50 or Hs. 25. The motion moved by Balm Kishori Mohan 
Choudhuri was not divided into two parts; if it had been divided into 
two parts and the first part related to the reduction of the amount of 
deposit to Rs. 50 and the second part favoured reduction from Hs. 100 
to Rs. 25, then the Hon’ble Minister might have accepted the proposal 
contained in the first part rejecting the other. Since that was not the 
case attd the said amendment was not divided into two parts, the 
Hon’ble Minister had no other alternative than to oppose it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that. 
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Rti Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: The amendment 

under discussion says that the Local Government shall have power to 
reduce the amount to Rs. 50 in certain cases. There are some members 
who are in favour of a reduction from Rs. 100 to Rs. 50, while there 
are others who are in favour of a reduction from Rs. 50 to Rs. 25, or 
even to Rs. 5 only. So, I do not think that the attitude of Govern- 
ment with regard to the other motions was unreasonable. I support 
the motion moved by Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, in reply to 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, I beg to say that the attitude of Gov- 
ernment is anything but perverse. I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar in the amended form as 
suggested by the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Rlja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Sir, I lx‘g formally to move the amendment which stands in my name, 
namely : — 

“That in clause 22A (2), in lines 2 and ‘1, for the words ‘before he is 
registered as a candidate’ the words ‘within three days of his registra- 
tion us a valid candidate’ he substituted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I am pre- 
pared to accept amendment No. 471), as the wording of that amend- 
ment is much better. I do hope that the Raja Bahadur will see his 
way to withdraw his motion. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion of Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashi- 
pur, was then, bv leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


4-30 p.m. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U; Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 22A (2), in lines 2 and 3, for the words “before he is registered” 
the words “within three days of his registration” be substituted. 

Sir, thivs clause provides for the withdrawal of the deposit made by 
the candidate. Under the rules of this legislature candidates for elec- 
tion to this Council are given 24 hours* time after their registration as 
candidates for withdrawal of the deposit. I am asking that the time 
for withdrawal of deposit may be extended to 72 hours in the case! of 
municipalities. The only difference between the amendment which 
has just been rejected and this amendment is that the former contained 
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the word ‘‘valid,” while my amendment does not. A candidate can- 
not be called a registered candidate unless his name is recorded as such ; 
00 the word “valid” is redundant. 

The Hoit’bl* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS May I move this 
amendment with some alterations? I mean amendment No. 470. It 
reads as follows: — 

“That for clause 22A ( 2 ), the following be substituted, namely : — 

'(2) If a candidate who has made a deposit under sub-section (/) 
withdraws his candidature before he is registered us a candidate or 
within three days of his registration or if his nomination is refused, 
his deposit shall be returned to him, and if a candidate dies before the 
poll is held, his deposit shall be returned to his legal representative.’ ” 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 accept the alterations made by 
the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that for clause 22A (2) the fol- 
lowing be substituted - 

“(2) If a candidate who has made a deposit under sub-section (/) 
withdraws his candidature before he is registered us a candidate 
or within three days of his registration or if his nomination is 
refused, his deposit shall be returned to him, and if a candidate dies 
before the poll is held, his deposit shall be returned to his legal repre- 
sentative.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Rabu Jutindra Nath Hhhu therefore failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 22A, as amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[At 4-40 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it reas- 
sembled at 4-50 p.m.] 

Clause 23. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 23 stand part of the 
Bill. 

B*u SATYENORA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that in clause 23, 
in line# 3 and 4, after the words and figures “section# 15, 16 or 17,” 
the following be inserted, namely; — 

“another date shall be fixed by the magistrate for the election and in 
cane the electorate still fails to elect the number of commissioner* on 
each date.” 



156 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[17th Aug. 


Sir, the objec t of my amendment is that if an election fails for anj^ 
reason whatsoever, then a second chance should be given before Gov- 
ernment step* in and nominate the commissioners. Similar provision, 
I understand, has been proposed by the Select Committee on the Local 
Self-Government Bill. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will accept this 
amendment. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I support the amend- 
ment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
accept the amendment subject to certain verbal changes. It will read 
as follows: 

“a date shall be fixed by the District Magistrate for another elec- 
tion and in case the electorate still fails to elect the number of commis- 
sioners at such second election." 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: I accept the verbal alterations 
made by the llon’ble Minister. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that in clause 23, in lines 3 and 
4, after the words and figures "sections If), 10 or IT" the following he 
inserted, namely : 

"a date shall be fixed by the District Magistrate for another 
election and in case the electorate still fails to elect the number of 
commissioners at such second election." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The «,m •stion is that clause 23, as amended by 
the Council, stand pa it of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that after 
clause 23 the following be inserted, namely: — 

"23A. (/) The Local Government shall publish the names of the 

commissioners appointed by them to any municipality within sixty days 
of the date of the election of commissioners. 

(J?) If the appointments are not made for any municipality within 
the time aforesaid, the elected commissioners shall be deemed to 
constitute the body of commissioners of that municipality under section 
14," 





GOVERNMENT BILL. 


167 


I think. Sir, that it ought not to take Government more than sixty 
days to decide upon nominations. It is perfectly true that at the pre- 
sent moment nominations are sometimes very much more delayed than 
is necessary and that is not a very desirable state of things. It limans 
that the old commissioners are to stay on until the new body of 
commissioners have Ihhmi constituted and are working, and although the 
elections may have taken place, some of the sitting commissioners, who 
may not have been elected and who know that their terms are over, 
will have to carry on until the new constitution comes into being. 
Naturally their interest in the municipal affairs would In* of a very 
indifferent kind. It is not very desiruhle that persons who are under 
an order of dismissal should he in charge of the responsible duties of 
commissioners longer than is absolutely necessary. The time I have 
allowed, viz., GO days, is a perfectly reasonable time and there cannot 
be any reason for allowing nominations to hang fire for a longer time, 
and there ought to he some provision to be binding on the Is>cal Gov- 
ernment. 

There is another reason why f am anxious that this addition should 
he made: that nominations to the* local Ixxlies are sometimes used for 
political purposes. It is not my own opinion. It is the opinion of the 
Government of Bengal as expressed in their report on the working of 
the Reformed Constituf ion in Bengal during 1921-27 in which at page 
117 they say — 

“In distributing patronage and making appointments, the Ministers 
are subjected to pressure of every kind and to the influence of com- 
munal, racial or political interests; and where, as in the Councils after 
1923, a Minister’s tenure of office is dependent upon his retaining the 
support of his personal followers, patronage whether in the public 
services or in local bodies — may be a very valuable weapon. In the 
matter of appointments, the Governor has found it necessary to use his 
power of overruling the Minister. ” 

Sir, that is a confession of the fact that Ministers find it necessary to 
utilise their power of nomination for political purjnwes in order to 
secure the supjwirt of their followers and the shorter the time they have 
for dangling the prospects of preference in the matter of nominations 
to the municipalities for political pur|»oses, the better. It is by all 
means desirable that appointments should be made as quickly ns possi- 
ble and as little chance as possible should he given to other factors to 
operate. 

BMN> SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, although I have every sym- 
pathy with the first portion of the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandra 
Sen Gupta, from a practical point of view I must oppose the motion, 
because the second portion is impracticable, namely, “if the appoint- 
ments are not made within the time aforesaid, the elected commissioners 
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should be deemed to constitute the body, etc., etc./’ and the result 
would be that the number of commissioners of the particular munici- 
pality would be considerably reduced, that is, by 25 per cent. That 
would not be a desirable state of affairs. 

6 p.m. 

We know that the names of the appointed commissioners would 
have to be approved by Government. We know also what is the proce- 
dure : The Subdivisions) Officer first makes his choice alter the elec- 
tion ; he submits it to the District Magistrate, who submits it to the 
Divisional Commissioner, who, again, in his turn submits it to the Ix>cal 
Government. Of course sometimes we find that these nominations arc 
very much delayed and it has been my experience once to find that 
although the election in my municipality was held on the 19th Decem- 
ber last, the nomination was not gazetted till the 80th *lune, that is, 
more than six months afterwards. In many cases longer periods have 
elapsed; but we cannot always blame Government or the Hoti’ble 
Minister for that. 1 think other methods should be adopted to make 
the nominations as early as possible. Perhaps a departmental order 
should be issued to the officers concerned to send in their nominations 
as early as jwissible. T think, Sir, that is the best thing that we should 
do. Under these circumstances, T oppose the amendment of Dr. 
Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 

Th« Hovt’Mt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 ri* to oppose 
the amendment of Dr. Naresh Chandru Sen Gupta, hirst of all he 
wants to fetter the discretion of the l<ocnl Government and his proposal 
is that unless the nominations are gazetted within sixty days, the muni- 
cipality should he formed without the nominated commissioners. The 
result of this would bo that important minorities who failed to secure 
any seat in the election would go unrejwesented. That is not at all 
desirable. Government, as a matter of fact, try to dispose of tbese 
nominations as sw>n as they come. From my personal experience I 
may say that these things an* not delayed more than seven or eight 
days even in spite of jiressure of business; but there are unavoidable 
circumstances which make it impossible for the Minister to dispose of 
them earlier. My friend Mr. Nnrendra Kumar Basu will perhaps bear 
me out that in connection with the nominations to the Jessore Local 
Board I had to give a hearing to all parties, Hindus, Muhammadans 
and Namasudras, and then decide the question. I had to send hock 
the papers perhaps twice from the Secretariat to the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner had in his turn to send it to the District Magistrate 
and the District Magistrate to the Subdivisions! Officer, and when they 
came back they had to come bock through the usual channels and then 
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I had to give a hearing to each and even* person and dispose of the 
matter. In these days of racial, communal and political pressure, the 
Minister is in a hopeless condition and I am sure that he is more sinned 
against than sinning. This is the most unpalatable part of the Minis- 
ter's business and I would rather like to lie relieved of this work of 
nominations. If this amendment is accepted, it will result in depriving 
minorities of their representation, which will not get any chance of 
being elected under section 1 7 A. With these few wools, Sir, I opjiose 
the motion. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh (’hundm Sen Guptu was then put and 
lost. 


Clause 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause £4 stand jmrt of the 
Bill. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I beg to move that in cal use (i) of the 
proviso to clause 24, in line .‘1, before tin* word “ballot’* the word 
“secret” shall be inserted. 

Sir, ballot means a secret Imllot, but what I mean by adding tho 
word “secret” as an adjective is simply this: that illiterate voters 
should not he asked to tell the polling officers in whose favour their 
vote should he recorded. Instead of this, a method should be found 
out by which this could l>e done even without the knowledge of the 
polling officers. Therefore it is that I move that the word “secret" 
be added before the word “ballot”. 

The HorPMe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This is not 
necessary as ballot means always a secret ballot. It is hardly necessary 
to put in the word “secret” and I op|*me the amendment. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Mllllvi ABUL KASEM: I beg to move that in clause 24 the word 
“and” at the end of proviso (i) and proviso (it) lie omitted. 

My reasons for this are: in our municipal election a certain ward 
of a town may choose to send its own representative and, therefore, it 
is desirable that all the voters in that quarter should lie permitted to 
lump their votes or to divide their votes among as many candidates as 
they like. It would be hard for a particular ward if members thereof 
are not allowed to record more than one vote in favour of one particular 
candidate. 
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Then there is another parti of it : some seats will be reserved for 
Muhammadan candidates, but outside the Muhammadan community 
there may be other minority communities and strong minority com- 
munities too. But unless they are allowed to lump their votes, it 
would be very difficult for them to get a man of their own community. 
It has been said that there is a danger that some monied man may buy 
up a certain number of voters and get all their votes, but there is 
equally the danger under the present section that a group of two or 
three members may be formed to buy up at least some of the votes; 
so that it cuts l>oth ways. Therefore, they should l>e allowed to record 
their votes in favour of one candidate or divide them amongst other 
candidates. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: We have been 
making a forward march and do not intend to go back. The amend- 
ment is undemocratic. It is in the existing Act and I want to do 
away with it, Iwcuuse it is inconsistent with the principle underlying 
this Bill. Moreover, it has been done awn\ with in the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, With these words. Sir, I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : The question is that clause 24 stand jjart of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 25. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 25 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 26. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 26 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 beg to move that in clause 
26 (/) (ii) the following be added, namely: — 

“with a view to influence him in any way in connection 
with the election.” 

Sir, the clause, as drafted, will bring under the definition of corrupt 
practice the action of a person who threatens a voter with injury on 
account of any personal quarrel unconnected with this election. It 
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Amid be clearly stated that this will come under corrupt practice only 
when this is committed with a view to influence the candidate or voters 
in connection with the election. 

Similar provision should also be made in clause 26 (/) (in). 

Tlli Hen’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY* I am prepared 
to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Muhasai was then put and agreed 
to. 

The Hon’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: As movers who 
have given notice of this group of motious do not want to move it. i 
am compelled to move it, formally as it is a consequential motion. 

So I beg to move that at the end of clause 26 (/) (tii) the follow- 
ing lie added, namely: — 

“with a view to influence him in any way in connection 
with the election.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to move that clause 
20 (/) Or) lie omitted. There may have l>een other reasons for a 
social lwncott among the candidate* quite unconnected with the elect ion 
and they may he exploited tor these purjsmes. It is not a desirable 
provision, and should }>o omitted. Such things always hnppeu and it 
i* not very easy to distinguish the causes. 

Btbu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: In this country every one knows 
that during election times feelings run very high and all sorts of bundy- 
ing of words go on between the different communities. These might 
be used afterwards u* corrupt practice; this is very hard and litigation 
is likely to increase in consequence of the election. Therefore, 1 think 
that this clause should lie deleted. 


6-15 p.m. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Mr. I’mddeot, Sir, 1 rise to sup- 
port the motion of Babu Kisbori Mohan Chaudhuri. 1 think. Sir, that 
this is a matter which is not at all necessary , because after so many 
years of municipal life, I have never seen a single case where social 
boycott has been exercised about any voter or candidate. It is entirely 
OH innovation and there is no pressing necessity to put this clause into 
the new Act. Again, Sir, I think in election matters societies should 
wot be fettered in any way as far as possible. I, therefore, support 
the amendment. 


11 
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Tim Hon’M* Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, 1 rise to 
oppose thin amendment. In the interests of free elections, it is very 
necessary that there should be this provision. There may be persons 
who have more respect for Brahmins than my friend, Mr. Roy, and 
they will have surely a greater dread for social boycott from Brahmins. 
l>r. Ghose says that this provision is new, but I may tell him that the 
whole thing is now ; it is really a new chapter in the municipal adminis- 
tration and we are legislating not for to-day, nor for to-morrow, but 
for fifty years hence and many things have come into existence which 
did not exist before. 1 would request ]>r. Ghose and Mr. Iioy to look 
ahead and legislate for future contingencies which may arise and 
are yet unforeseen. 

The motion of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

Maul VI HA88AN ALI: Sir, I beg to move that clause 2G (1) (v) be 
omitted. 

This clause is, from my jioint of view, ven drastic and hard. As 
you all know, voters have to wait a considerable length of time before 
they cun record their votes. Therefore, the offer of drinks and refresh- 
ments should not lie regarded as a sort of bribe, I, therefore, do not 
think that this sub-clause is necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose 
this amendment. Bribery in the interests of elections is a serious offence 
and it is a corrupt practice under the Indian Penal (ode. 1 would 
refer the mover of the amendment to section 171 (IS) of the Penal Code 
where “treating’* means that form of bribery, where the gratification 
consists in food, drink, entertainment or provision. So when food or 
drink is offered, it is done not merely for the comfort of the voters but 
to influence their votes. With these few words, I would oppose the 
amendment. This provision already exists in the Penal Code. 

The motion of Maulvi Ilassan Ali was then put and lost. 

The HofPblt Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that after clause 20 (1) (rt> the following be inserted, namely: — 

“(rii) makes any payment or promise of payment to any person on 
account of the conveyance of any voter to or from any place 
for the purpose of recording his vote: 

Provided that nothing contained in this clause shall prevent a 
conveyance being hired by a voter or by several voters at 
their joint cost, for the purpose o i conveying him or them 
to or from the poll. 0 
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* Sir, this clause existed in the original Bill as introduced; it was 
Ofenttted by the Select Committee, but I considered that it was my duty 
to place it again before the House and give the House a chance of 
reinserting it in the Bill. This check is a salutary one and it exists 
in all statutes dealing with election* of local bodies or of legislatures 
all over the country. So there is no reason why it should he omitted 
from the Bengal Municipal Act. Here we have taken the exact 
language of the section as it appears in the Calcutta Municipal Act and 
I hope the House will have no hesitation m accepting it. It has l»een 
working well in Calcutta. 


Mtlflvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that alter clausa 
2b {J) ( ri i the following Is* inserted, munch : •• 

“< r| 0 maker, any payment or promise of payment on account of the 
conveyance of any voter, other than himself, to or from any 
place for the purpose of recording a vote at an election ; 
it i 1 !' let*., lends, employs, hires, borrows or uses for the purjmses of 
conveying any voter to or from any place for the purpose of 
recording u vote, any vehicle, horse or other animal which is 
kept or used by any person for the purpose of letting out on 
hire or conveying passengers for hire: 

Provided that nothing in this clause shall apply to any such use 
by a \ oter of his own vehicle to convey himself, or prevent a 
conveyance being hired by an elector, or by several electors at 
their joint cost for the purpose of conveying him or them to the 
poll.” 

Sir, 1 would only wish that the lioiTble Minister, instead of moving 
his own amtMidmeiit in a curtailed form, would have accepted the 
clause as it stood in the original Bill. What 1 have moved. Sir, is 
the clause as it stood in the* original Bill. The liotTble Minister has 
simply omitted sub-clause (rm\ out of the whole clause. 1 fully agree 
with the arguments that have been advanced by the Hon* hit* Minister 
and 1 would only ask him to agree with me in udding sub-clause fru»). 
If ho agrees that the principle contained in sub-clause (rit) is a salu- 
tary one, he cannot deny that tbe principle embodied in sub-clause 
(viii) is also a very’ salutary one. If payment for the purpose of con- 
veying any voter to the polling station is to be illegal, I do not know 
why it should be permissible to lend any conveyance or to hire any 
conveyance for the purpose of carrying voters to the polling booth. 
If this sub-clause is omitted, then I think the purpose of this clause 
will be altogether defeated. Instead of paying money people will 
cuaply ipend large amount* by way of hiring vehicle* and convey 
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their voters in those vehicles to the pooling booth. Therefore, there 
seems to be no reason why this sub-clause should be omitted. I think 
the Hon’Hle Minister cannot but admit that if sub-clause ( mii ) is 
omitted, it will be a concession on a matter of principle and once 
this concession is made, 1 think the doors to illegal practices will be 
laid wide open, and it will be absolutely useless to have the amend- 
ment us put forwurd by the Hon’ble Minister. Therefore, I think this 
clause will 1 m* accejyted. 


Mr. 8. M, BOSE* May I speak a few words in support of Maulvi 
Tamizuddin Khan’s motion? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: 1 urge the Hon’ble Minister to accept not only 
sub-clause (m) but also sub-clause inn); as Mauhi Tamizuddin Khan 
has just stated, sub-rluuse (nu) is quite distinct from sub-clause (m). 
Sub-rhiuse (m) deals with making any payment or promise of pay- 
ment to any fNM'son on urcoutit of the conveyance of any voter to or 
from any place for the purjKwe of recording his vote; sub-clause (mi) 
deals with letting, lending, employing, borrowing or using for the 
purposes of conveying any voter to or from any place for the purpose of 
recording a vote, etc.; so sub-clause (vii) does not, I submit, cover 
all that you find as forbidden in sub-clause (mi). So I would ask 
the Hon’ble Minister to see if he cannot accept sub-clause (riii) as well. 
This latter provision was in the original Bill as introduced in the 
Council. 


Rti Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, am I entitled to speak 
on this motion at this stage? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You can certainly speak as any member can, 
but after Mr. Basu, as I have already called him. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, I rise to oppose this 

amendment. My reason is this. Everybody knows that these rulee are 
in the Calcutta Municipal Act and other similar enactments, but every* 
body also knows that these things are honoured more in their b r e ec h 
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tfc*n in their observance. I think, as a Legislative Council, we ought 
not to make any laws which are bound to be dead letters and I do not 
think it would be at all wise to have these provisions which are bound 
to be broken. On these grounds the Select Committee deleted this sub- 
clause and I do not know why there is this insistence on its retention. 

Rai Bahadur Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: Mr. President, Sir, it is 
for this ven r reason that I wanted to anticipate Mr. Rasu. Mr. llasu 
has some experience of municipalities in cities us well as of mufa**al 
municipalities. Our experience is ulso of that sort, hut I must say that 
unless some sort of provision be made for the conveyance of voters to 
the polling booths, your elections are bound to fuilures; somebody 
must provide for their conveyance. It is ludicrous to suggest that ail 
voters have become so much educated and so much enthusiastic alaiut 
democratic institutions that they will come from the corners of their 

houses in their own vehicles or spend much money to come to the poll 

and come for what purpose— for the purpose of recording their votes 
for A, B or (\ I do not think that our people have got to such a stage 
as yet. 

5-30 p.m. 

It IS no good saying that we have laid down election rules, and the 
whole democratic institution has been laid out and ought to act pro- 
perly. W e have to device means to make it act properly, so we must 
have some method by which these electors can he brought to record 
their vote. If you do not provide for that, the candidate will have to 
make arrangements for that purpose. (Mr. N. K. Bam* : Yes, 
hemtiM.i ^ es, but all party system is bas'd on w hat you call Unuum; 
there are also leaders of such parties like rny friend Mr. N. K. Humi 
in this Bengal legislative ( owned. In important parts of our country 
parties are now growing up, and in a few years* time, I lielieve, parties 
will grow up all over Bengal. These parties will have to raise money 
to help the voters to come to polling booths to record their votes. 
There cannot lie any mistake in that; so I agree with my friend Maulvi 
Tamixuddin Khan. I cannot, however, make out why the Hon ’hie 
Minister has left out (rhi). So lar as I can see, the difference is not 
much, except that one takes every minute thing into consideration 
• while the Minister takes a comprehensive view. Personally, I am 
inclined to think that the amendment, which we are now discussing, 
should be inserted in the Bill along with trio), and I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to consider whether instead of his amendment, he cannot lend 
bis support to the other amendment. 

Til* Hiit’fett Mr. 1IJ0Y PRASAD SINCH ROYl First of all, I 
tfeftll try to reply to Mr. Basu. He thinks that because this rule is 
observed more in the breach than in the observance, it should not be 
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put in. But that is the fate of every law; the legislature should try 
to set an ideal before the public. The ideal has got to be attained, 
but it will never l>e attained from the very beginning. As a lawyer, 
he ought to know that if the Indian Penal Code could prevent all 
crimes in the land, he would not have made his piles. 

Sir, as regards the proposal to delete the clause that is already in 
the original Bill, this question was very carefully considered. It is 
a very complicated question, and I was told that attempts were made 
in England to prevent rich people from having any advantage over 
men of moderate means, and therefore, an attempt was made to legislate 
in a way which would prevent hiring or borrowing or lending of buses 
or conveyances, but this attempt in England proved fruitless; so 
Government preferred to stick to the wording of the clause in the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, which is much simpler than the clause in the 
original Bill. My amendment is taken from the Calcutta Municipal 
Act and, as my friend l)r. Dutt knows, it has worked very well in 
Calcutta. There is no reason why we should go for something new 
merely because it is a new thing. I am very much afraid of com plica- 
tions and I would ruther avoid them. With these few words, I oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion of the lloti’hle Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and lost: — 

“That after clause 26 (7) (n't) the following be inserted, namely: — 

lets, lends, employs, hires, borrows or uses for the purposes 
of conveying any voter to or from any place for the purpose 
of recording u vote, any vehicle, horse or other animal which 
is kept or used by any person for the purpose of letting out 
on hire or conveying passengers for Hire.* “ 


The Mofi’fcfi Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I beg to move 
that in clause 26 (/) (r) for the brackets and figures “(r»V' the 
brackets and figures “(cm)” l»e substituted. This is a consequential 
amendment. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I beg to move that in clause 26 ( 2) f 
in line ft, the words “knowledge and” be omitted. The clause runs 
thus: 4i a corrupt practice shall be deemed to have been committed by 
a candidate if it has been committed with bis knowledge and consent/' 
I would like to make it “if it has been committed with his consent/ 1 
It is quite possible, Sir, that a candidate may have knowledge of certain 
corrupt practices committed, but be may have no power whatsoever tc 
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prevent it. It might have been done by person® beyond his control, 
and who may have committed that offence without hi® permission. 
This i® placing the candidate in a very, very difficult position. If the 
deed is committed by the candidate, he is certainly responsible for it. 
But it may be committed by somebody else, aud may come to his know- 
ledge when it is beyond his control. The Hon’ble Minister should 
accept this practicable suggestion. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot exactly 
follow what is meant by this amendment. How can there 1 h» consent 
without knowledge? A man cannot give his consent without having 
any knowledge of a matter. The amendment is thereby unnecessary 
and is absurd. 

The motion of Muulvi Syed Majid Baksh was put and lost. 


Manlvi HA8SAN ALI: I beg to move that in clause 20 (.‘I> , in lines 
3 and 4, for the words beginning with the word “punished 0 and end- 
ing with the word “both*’ the words “considered to lx« disqualified for 
two successive elections” lx» substituted. 

To my mind. Sir, the punishment of persons guilty of corrupt prac- 
tices in connection with municipal elections, to imprisonment for six 
months, is hard and drastic. It is enough if a person is considered 
to l>e disqualified for two successive elections, if he is guilty of this 
offence. I want to delete the penal clause for six months’ imprison- 
ment, and want to substitute “disqualification for standing as a candi- 
date for two successive elections**. 


Tht Hon’Wa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment. The punishment for corrupt practices should be 
deterrent. Mere disqualification is not sufficient, 

The motion of Maulvi Hannan Alt was then put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2f, ns amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 27. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 27 stand part of the 
Bill. 
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Sabtl SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that after clause 

27 (1) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that a person whose name appears more than once in the 
electoral roll shall not be liable to punishment under this section, if 
he applies for a ballot paper more than once in the bona fide belief 
that he is entitled to vote as many times as his name appears in the 
electoral roll.” 

I would illustrate my amendment. I will first read clause 27. 

The clause reads thus — 

Ffwsdutent 27. (/) Every person who applies for a ballot paper at an election, 

>p< t buying already voted once at thp same election or knowing that he it 
Sou/ not qualified to vote thereat, shall he punished with imprisonment 
which any extend to six months or with fine or with both. 

(2) Every person who applies for u ballot paper in the name of any 
other person living or dead, or of a fictitious person, shall be punished 
with the same punishment. 


5-45 p.m. 

Sir, the words “at an election” are rather vague, and because of 
this vagueness I have put in this amendment. Sir, a municipality is 
usually divided into several wards. Suppose a person has got his name 
registered in two or more wards, and the votes before the polling 
officers in the bona fide belief that he is entitled to vote in both the 
wards. To take another instance, in case a bye-election takes place in 
one of the wards, it is quite possible that a person who voted in the 
general election in one ward, may vote in unother ward at the time 
of the bye-election. So, there is an anomaly. And if this is removed, 
I do not think my amendment will l>e necessary. 


MUNI NORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg to support the motion 
just moved by my friend Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy. This rule is rather 
drastic. It often happens that a man has two houses in a particular 
ward, and his name apj>ears twice in the electoral roll, due to the mis- 
take on the part of those who prepare the roll. If such a person, think- 
ing that he is entitled to vote twice at the election, as his name appear* 
twice in the electoral roll of the ward, appears at the polling station on 
two occasion** he ought not to be liable to punishment. His vote 
should of course Ik* expunged, and this may be provided for in the rules. 

Mr. H. R. V. TOWNEND* I am sorry to have to oppose the amend* 
meat of Mr. Satyendra Nath Roy inasmuch as I had to criticise him 
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laat time also when I spoke, but really his amendment is not very prac- 
tical. He proposes that no one who is entitled to vote, if he votes twice, 
should be punishable. My answer to him is that if any one, who 
is entitled to vote, votes twice, and if he can prove his bona fide*, he 
would not actually be punished. There is no possible chance of his 
being punished by any court, if he can prove his bona fide*, although 
there is a section in the Indian Penal Code which prohibits any one 
from voting twice. 

As regards his argument regarding a bye-election, I think the point 
does not arise at all. Any one who has voted at a general election can 
vote in any case at a bye-clection, and the arguments advanced by 
Mr. Roy are not sound at all. 

I oppose the amendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA t I am afraid Mr. Towneiul 
is labouring under a misapprehension as regards what Mr. Roy said. 
It is not only in the case of bye-elections, but also in all elections a* 
well it very often happens that a man’s name is registered as u voter 
in two different wards, and in one ward that man goes and records 
his vote; but as he finds hi* name in another ward, he may go and vote 
in that ward also, in the bona fide belief that he is entitled to vote there 
also. Mr. Townend savs that if he can prove his bona fide*, the court 
will not punish him, hut I am not so sure of that, he should lie able 
to prove that he did not vote twice knowing that he was not entitled to 
vote in two different wards. Ordinal ily, no doubt, under the criminal 
law\ there can l>e no punishment without a mens mi, hut there are cer- 
tain technical offences for which the men* rra is not essential. The 
clause does not anywhere nay that a jierson who has voted twice must 
have done so dishonestly or fraudulently. That lwing so, I have grave 
doubts if the courts will hold that in order to support conviction, there 
must lie dishonesty in such case*. Whether this amendment is accept- 
ed or not, I hope the llon'hle Minister will see his way to add the words 
suggested by the mover. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. 1 think there is some misappre- 
hension as regards this clause and the amendment. 1 do not know if 
it is the intention of this Bill that a man who has a right to vote in two 
wards in the same general election of a municipality cannot vote in both 
the wards. If that be tbe intention, that ought to be made clear; other- 
wise, if a man were prosecuted for voting at two places, and 1 were to 
defend him in court, I would say that the election in wan! No. 1 was 
not tbe same as tbe election in ward No. 2, because the elections were 
hold separately. Therefore, I say that the intention should be mad* 
dear; otherwise, the section remains vague and indefinite. 
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The Hon’bto Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This provision is 

taken from the Indian Penal Code which ruus thus — 

“Whoever at an election applies for a voting paper or votes in the 
name of any other person, whether living or dead, or in a fictitious 
name, or who having voted once at such election applies at the same 
election for a voting paper in his own name, and whoever abets, pro- 
cures or attempts to procure the voting by any person in any such way, 
commits the offence of personation at an election.” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : If that were the general order, 
it would not be necessary. But if there is to be a special provision in 
the Municipal Act, it ought to be made clear. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: We have made 
sufficient provision for stopping corrupt practices in order to make this 
Act self-contained, so that we may not have to depend on the general 
law. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (in the Hon’ble M inister): Do you want to cleai 
up Mr. Basu V point ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: If Mr Narendra 
Kumar Basu will kindly suggest anv change which would improve the 
wording, I have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But do you consider it necessary? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: According to us 
it is not necessary, hut I do not say that it cannot he improved or made 
clearer. An Explanation may he added to make it clearer, and I am 
prepared to accept Mr. Basu's suggestion. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, will you kindly give 
us some time to draft it? 

The HofPble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the mean- 
time we can pass on to the next clause and we will come back to it, say, 
after five minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have no objection. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN GHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
27 (2) f in line 3, after the word “be” the words “arrested then and 
there and kept in police custody till the polling is over and” be inaerted. 
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Sir, this is an amendment which I have felt it necessary to move. 
As a practical man. Sir. I have seen almost at every polling booth bogus 
voters coming to record their votes in the same polling booth not only 
once or twice, but even twenty times under different names eveiy time. 
These people, even after they have been detected and turned out, come 
back again and again. Therefore, I say that at the very fir*t time when 
they are detected, they ought to be arrested then and there and kept in 
police custody. If that is not done, corrupt practices will continue. 
This is a very necessary thing which should lie inserted in the Act for 
the Iwmefit of the ratepayers and for making the elections conducted on 
as pure lines as possible. Sir, I have moved this amendment just only 
to stop corrupt practices as much as possible, and I do not think that 
Government will find it difficult to accept it: on the contrary, l feel 
that they will find it a valuable weapon for checking corrupt practices. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: sir. 1 have never 
heard of a mor® preposterous amendment than thi*. 'I he proposal is 
that persons who vote more than once in municipal elections and are 
detected should he arrested and kept in police custody until the polling 
is over. It is a preposterous suggestion, because it will interfere with 
a man’s personal rights and liberties. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Ratan Ohose was then put and lost. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT Do Mr. Narendra Kumar Rasuh Are you ready 
with the Explanation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, no Explana- 
tion is necessary. Only a slight, addition will do. It is this that after 
the words “at the same election” the words “in the same ward” be 
inserted. 

The motion that in clause 27 (/), line 2, after the words “at the same 
election” the words “and in the same ward” be inserted was put and 
agreed to. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy, therefore, failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 27, as amended 
bv the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clnute 2$- 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2# stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 29 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 29 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 30. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 30 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 31. 

THa PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 31 stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: (hi a point of order, Sir. This amendment hna 
already been disposed of by amendment No. 547. Dr. ft hose’s amend- 
ment No. 552 would follow, if amendment. No. 547 had been accepted. 
But as amendment No. 547 has not been accepted, 1 submit that amend- 
ment No. 552 falls to the ground. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

6 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
31, in line 3, after the words and brackets “(both inclusive)” the words 
“excepting offences under section 27“ be inserted. My object in 
moving this amendment is that in the polling booths the presiding 
officers ure not always Magistrates of the first class and the law con- 
templates that only Magistrates of the first class shall take cognizance 
of offences under sections 25 to 30. I do not object to this in the 
ease of other sections, but I want to make this amendment in the case 
of section 27 in order that cognizance can he taken by the presiding 
officer or the polling officer who may be on the spot at the time, lhat 
is the reason why I move this amendment. 

Mr. NARCNDRA KUMAR BASU: I think Dr. Oho**’* amend, 
ment is sound, but his reasons are wrong. As the clause stands, offences 
under section 27 cannot be taken cognizance of except on the com* 
plaint of a person whose name is on the electoral roll. He wants by 
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this amendment to make it possible for the polling officer also to 
make a complaint under section 27. That is a very desirable thing, 
but the reasons given by him are wholly wrong. 


The Hoti’Me Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROYs Kir, 1 oppose 
this amendment. There is no reason to make a distinction between 
offences under clause 27 and those under other clauses. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Retail ( those was then put and lost. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 move that in clause ft l (b), in 
lines 1 and 4, for the word “seven” the word “fourteen” he substituted. 

It is only to give a latitude to those who may complain that I 
move this amendment. Seven days’ time is rather too short for making 
a complaint after the elect ion is over. Some time is necessary to muke 
arrangements for making a complaint. Therefore, I submit, that there 
will be no harm if 14 days’ time is allowed instead of seven days’ time. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to oppose this amendment. 
The complaint should be made as early as possible. Seven days’ time 
is (juite enough for the purpose. In criminal cases any delay in 
making complaints goes against the complainant. 


Tha Hon’We Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to accept 
the amendment. It will give more facilities and opportunities to the 
complainant, which may perhaps la* necessary in some cases. 

The motion of Maulvi Sved Majid Baksh was then put and agreed to. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, I move that clause (r) lie 
omitted. 

If it is really necessary to make a complaint, and if really an offence 
has been committed, facilities should he given to the complainants for 
the sake of justice to make complaints in order to put a check on those 
persons who offend against the law. To make them deposit Its. 100, as 
if money is cheap, is to put a premium on offences. This reminds me 
of another Act, namely, the Sarda Act, which, in order to prevent a 
common soc ial offence, has laid down that Ks 1,000 has to be deposited. 
<Voicrs: Not R». 1,000.) Whatever it may be, it makes my point 
stronger, because you cannot place offences under this section on a par 
with those under the Sarda Act. 
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The Hon’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, this time 
I shall have to oppose the hon’bie mover, as we do not want to 
encourage frivolous and vexatious complaints, and if this deposit is 
not provided for, it will give rise to such complaints, which is certainly 
not a very desirable thing. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and lost. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: On a point of order, Sir. Several 
members wanted to speak, hut they did not get an opportunity. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am here to see to that. That is not a point 
of order. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May I ask a question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will not lead to any useful result, as the 
amendment has already been put and lost. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: I beg to move formally that in 
clause 81 (c) } in line 1, after the word “rupees” the words “except in 
the case of an offence punishable under sections 28 to 80“ he inserted. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I think this is the least that 
should he accepted by the Hon’ble Minister. You will see, Sir, that in 
this Bill some of the provisions of (he Indian Venal ('ode also have 
been 'ncorpornted. If an offence is committed of, say, fraudulently 
taking a ballot paper after having already voted once, that offence cornea 
under the Penal Code, and that Code does not want a deposit of 
Its. KH). But hero in the case of such offences, there is a provision for 
a deposit of Its. 100. I think, Sir, if this amendment is accepted, it 
will 1 h» an improvement on the existing clause. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, perhaps the Hon’bie 

Minister has not fully grasped the implications of rejecting some of 
these amendments. The Hon’bie Minister is perfectly right in saying 
that frivolous and vexatious charges with regard to corrupt practices 
should be discouraged and for that purpose a security might be neces- 
sary, and it might also be necessary that the person who brings charges 
must also be a complainant. That does not apply to other offences of 
a vary serious character, for instance offences committed by a clerk, 
or polling officer or other officers who do some wrong things or com- 
mit other offences specified in clause 29. They are not charging a 
voter or a candidate for corrupt practices. If there has been such a 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


175 


i*«J' 

wrong- thing don© by any clerk or polling officer, it is in the public 
interest that the matter should be brought to the notice of the court 
and ever}’ facility should be given to the jierMms to bring these charges 
before the court, and they should not be shut out by insisting on their 
depositing a sum of Its. 1(H) before they lodge the complaint. 

The HonMMe Mf« BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY! Sir, 1 uccept the 

amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulvn Rsitun (those was then put and agreed to. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I mn\e that in clause 111 (<*), 
in line 2, for the words “one hundred” the word “ten” l>e sub- 
stituted. 

Sir, some of my friends may think that in moving this amendment 
for reducing the deposit from Its. 100 to IU. 1(1 I am trying to mini- 
mise the gravity of the offences. I full} agree with the lloit'hlo 
Minister that frivolous and vexatious cases should not be encouraged 
and that a deposit will effectively stop this. But a deposit of Us. 100 
will prevent many reasonable and serious men from bringing complaint*, 
in many of the municipalities most of fhe candidates will find it very 
difficult to collect Its. 100, ©specially for punishing others, and if they 
cannot do that, they will l>e allowing \ cry serious offence* to go un- 
punished. As a matter of security and as a preventive, a modest sum 
of Its. 10 is (juife enough. People will think twice lieforc coming to 
court if they have to dejioMt thu sum. Ilundml ru |**©s is a piohibi- 
five amount and to insist on a deposit of this amount will detent the 
purpose for which it U meant. 

Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN; Sit, 1 beg to sup|K».t the 
amendment of Maulvi Syed Majid lbtksh. 1 think. Sir, it is a very 
reasonable amendment. The Hon’ble Minister, while s|*niking against 
the omission of clause '11 <c), advanced the argument that tins clause 
hud been inserted as a safeguard against frivolous and vexation* 
cases. However, Sir, my submission to this House is that under sec- 
tion 203 of the (Yiminul Procedure (Vide a court can, if it appears to 
him that a complaint is frivolous and vexatious, dismiss the petition 
of complaint. So a safeguard like the one suggested, namely, the 
deposit of a certain amount, is not very necessary. A* Maulvi Majid 
Baksh said, in cases of offences like those under the Kanin Act. such a 
deposit might be necessary, but clauses 28 to 30 of this Bill speak of 
criminal offence* of a very serious nature. My submission to this 
House is that a deposit of Rs. 10 would be rjuit© sufficient for the pur- 
pome for which this clause has been introduced, namely, the preven- 
tion of frivolous and vexatious case*. As I have already said, under 
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section 263, Criminal Procedure Code, a court can dismiss any com- 
plaint petition, and he is the beet person to say whether such com- 
plaint* are frivolous or vexatious. My submission is that the pro 
posed amendment is quite all right and with due deference to the 
Jfon’ble Minister's wishes that some safeguard should be provided 
against frivolous and vexatious complaints, I submit that a sum of 
Its. 10 would be quite sufficient for the purpose and I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will kindly consider this amendment. 

0-16 p.in. 

Maillvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I support this amendment. What 
I do not understand is why in the case of a criminal offence should 
there be any necessity on the par! of the complainant to deposit money* 
Tf it is n question of setting aside an election, then it would be quite 
reasonable that the man should be required to deposit some money, 
as in that case his personal interest is concerned; but why in. a case 
like this should he be asked to dejx>sit money to bring the offender to 
justice Y If, however, anv, token of sincerity is necessary, I think 
Rs. 10 should be sufficient. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: lam afraid 1 
have to oppose this amendment. But with your |ierniis.sion I should 
like to move that “rupees fifty’* 1 k> substituted for the words “one 
hundred” for Rs. 10 would l>e a ridiculously low amount. 1 think this 
will satisfy the mover and the House. 

The motion that in clause 31 fr), in line 2, for the words “on© 
hundred", the word “fifty”, be substituted w'as put and agreed to. 

The motion of Muulvi Syed Majid Baksh therefore failed. 

Mf. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: 1 beg to move that to clause 
31 (r) the following be added, namely: — 

"which amount will be refunded to him if the complaint is found to be 
true or if the court for any other reason directs that the amount 
should be refunded to the complainant.” 

Sir, my proposal is so simple that I hardly need make any speech 
in its behalf. The deposit to be made is meant to avoid indiscriminate 
Section petitions. But, Sir, there should be some provisions so that 
the sum deposited may be refunded to the applicant in case his appli* 
cation is held to be genuine by the court. The applicant may not be 
successful in establishing his case. But that will not justify us ill' 
believing that his case is false or based on flimsy grounds. 
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MUNINDRA DCS RAI MAHAtAlX I beg- to support the amend* 
meat. A person complaining is required to deposit Rs. 50, but what 
will happen to the money ? If he wins, he ought to get it back and if 
he does not win, he should get it back if the courts think so. 

Tht Nwt'bfe Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINQH ROY: 1 am prepared 
to accept the amendment subject to certain verbal changes, namely, that 
the deposit mentioned in clause (c) shall be refunded to the com* 
plainnnt if the complaint is found to lx* true or if for unv other reason 
the magistrate or the Court of Sessions so directs. 

Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: I am prepared to accept the 
Hon’bh* Minister’s amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that to clause III (c'l the follow- 
ing be added : — 

“The deposit mentioned in clause (r) shall he refunded to the com- 
| luinunt if the complaint is found to be true or if for any other 
reason the magistrate or the Court of Sessions so direct.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Anauda Mohan Poddar therefore failed. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that in clause 31, in 
line 14, after the words “Court of Sessions” the words “and a second 
appeal to the High Court in accordance with the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898” be inserted. 

Dr. NARBBH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: On a point of order. 
There in no such provision m the Code of Criminul Procedure for a 
second appeal in criminal case*. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Hatan Ohose, therefore, failed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 31, as amended by 
the Council stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauie 32. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clause 32 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


11 
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Clause 33. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 33 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mciflvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I beg to move that in clause 33, 
in line 8, for the words “fifty rupees” the words “twenty-five rupees” 
be substituted. 

Sir, I put in rupees twenty-five for ruj^ees fifty as a compromise and 
I hope it will be accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it was 
Its. 100 in the Bill introduced in the Council and it has been reduced 
to Its. 50 in the Select Committee and I do not think it could be 
further reduced; otherwise the deposit may prove useless. 

The motion of Mauhi Syed Majid lluk.sh was put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that the proviso 
to clause 33 be omitted. 

Sir, proviso to clause 33 says that the validity of such election shall 
not be questioned on the ground that the name of any person qualified 
to vote has been omitted from the electoral roll; or ou the ground that 
the name of any |H»rson not qualified to vote has been inserted in the 
electoral roll. Sir, the electoral roll is not always made correctly. 
There aie oftentimes printing mistakes or it is oftentimes found that 
there are other mistakes after printing is made; some persons who are 
dead have Ihmmi inserted or that the man whose name has been printed 
dies. These are conditions which are often found in election times. 
Therefore, l propose that this proviso should be deleted. If they are 
deleted, there will remain very little ) canon for taking these eases to 
courts. 1 do not want to take much time of the House. It is very 
clear and 1 hope it will l>o accepted. 

Ral Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: These are grounds which 
should l>e investigated into at the time of the preparation of the 
electoral roll ami they should not form the subject matter of election 
petitions. On these grounds, I oppose the amendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I want to support the 
amendment unless the Minister is prepared to make a compromise. 
The original provision, as it stood in the Bill, was something very 
different. It provided that any formal error or forma] non-compli- 
ance with any rules under the Act, which did not materially affect the 
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mult of the election, should not be a ground for getting aside an 
election. It is quite conceivable that there may be slight errors and 
informalities which do not materially affect the election 

The Hoft’Mo Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is quite a 
separate matter: that was in the original Bill. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Yes, that is what I am 
dealing with. I should be glad. Sir, if the Hon’hle Minister would 
kindly listen to the speeches that are being delivered and not consult 
his advisers at the time. The position is this: if these grounds are 
not omitted altogether, it may he that a clever candidate will manage 
to smuggle the name* of several persons who are not entitled to vote 
at the time of the preparation of the electoral roll, when others might 
not have the necessary information to challenge their entry. That 
certainly is not an irregularity or an informality which will not 
materially affect the election. Irregularities should be condoned only 
when they are trninl, but this is a very serious thing, and the langu- 
age of the pro\isiofi, as it stands, is too wide. It is conceivable that 
one or two cases might occur when a considerable number of names of 
ineligible people may be smuggled into the electoral roll. I do not 
think there is any precedent for such a clause in any electoral law 
anywhere. 

Mr. 8. M. B08E: Mu\ 1 say one word, Kir? Clause "14 (3) which 
has l>een omitted h\ the Select Committee has been replaced in another 
form under clause *V> (n, 

Rai 8ahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: 1 oppose the amendment. 
When the voters’ list is prepared and published, the public have the 
right to file objections within a certain period of time, and if the pub- 
lic do not care to go through the voters* list, which they are entitled 
to do, they should not 1 m* allowed to come forward with such objections 
after the election; then there would he no end of the matter. On these 
grounds, I oppose the motion. 

The Hon 1 ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
the amendment. Apart from the grounds given by the speakers before 
me, sub-clause (c) of clause 35 is quite sufficient to meet the point of 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Ken Gupta, 

The motion of Dr. Amulya llatan Ghose was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 33 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 34. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 34 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg to move that in clause 
34 (/), in lines 2 to 4, the words “or any judicial officer subordinate 
to him (hereinafter referred to in this chapter as the judge) to whom 
the District Judge may transfer the petition” be omitted. 

The object of my amendment is that as no appeal will lie, the case 
should he tried by the District Judge himself and not by any sub- 
ordinate judicial officer. 

The Hovt’hlt Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
the amendment. The object of bringing this provision and giving 
the District Judge special powers is to dispose of such cases more 
expeditiously and if we limit the choice of judges, the object will be 
frustrated. Moreover, a sul>ordiiiate judge has in civil suits unlimited 
peruiliurv jurisdiction. Munsifs also try important civil suits. There 
it*, therefore, no reason why they should not be entrusted with the trial 
of election complaints. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rui Mahasai was then put and lost. 


0-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
34 (•/'>, in lines 2 ami 3, after the words “subordinate to him” the 
words “not below the tank of a Sulsirdinate Judge” be inserted. 

Sir, as the adjudication will 1 m* in respect of important civic rights 
and in view of the fact that the decision of the Judge will be final, I 
think it is proper that the adjudication should be made by some 
experienced officer. I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will accept 
this amendment. 

TN HonWt Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir. I am pre- 

pa re* l to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8ID1NT: The question is that clause 34, as amended in 
Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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[At 6-35 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
asaetnbled at 6-45 p.m.] 

Mr. W. M. THOMPSONS Mr. President, Sir, you have always 
been kind to listen to any suggest ions that come from the mem Iters of 
this House. With your permission, Sir, 1 would like to make two 
suggestions. The first arises out of the fact that the Hon’hle Minister 
has accepted a number of amendments with slight modifications which 
have been patched up while the House has been sitting- The movers 
of amendments know which amendments are likely to he such as to be 
acceptable to the Hon’hle Minister. If in the ruse of such amendments 
they would approach him beforehand so that the modified amendments 
might le put in a cut-aml-dried form, much of the time of the 
Council would thus be saved. A word or two from you. Sir, I believe, 
will have the desired effect in this direction. 

The other suggestion I would make is that we should adopt the 
expedient which is used in the Mother of Parliaments to get through 
its business when progress i< slow, (hat of having an all-night sitting. 

I know, Sir. that there aie member* of different communities and 
different habits of life and diet and that an extension of the afternoon 
sitting of the Coiiik il would cause some hardship. Hut, I submit, Sir, 
that if vou w ei e to -it till T o’clock at night and again come hack at 

II p.m. and sit still 7 n.m. in the morning, all members would have 
finished their meal before 11 o'clock and would come here prepaied to 
work. So far as the members of the European gioup ate concerned, 
they would be prepaied to do this. I know. Sir, that if Mich an 
expedient weie adopted, it would he on you l* shoulders that the heaviest 
burden would fall, hut 1 submit there is a Deputy President and a 
panel of Chairmen who would all he very willing to help you out in 
presiding over the deliberations. I am perfectly certain that we should 
all be very glad to get the business of this session through with what 
expedition is possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. With regard to Mr. Thompson’s first sugges- 
tion, I am afraid he was really asking me to tread on dangerous 
grounds. He asked me to throw out a suggestion to the members to 
the effect that they should approach the Hon’hle Minister to ascertain 
from him as to which of their amendments might be acceptable to him, 
in order to alia it don those that he might not approve. I think that is 
not my business. 

As regards all-night sittings, I would not mind the strain if there 
was an earthly chance of my being a guest of the European group, 
every night. (laughter.) I am sure the Hon’ble Minister and mem- 
hers too would not mind it if the hospitality of the European group 
was extended to them also. (Laughter.) That being granted, I am 
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prepared to assure Mr. Thompson that I would not trouble my Deputy 
or any Chairman of mv panel to art for me, but would remain at my 
poet throughout the sittings. The tradition of Speakership of the 
Mother of Parliaments is that the Speaker should not vacate the Chair 
unless he is ill. By God's grace I am ever so much fit and if the 
House chooses to sit whole night, Mr. Thompson is sure to find me in 
the chair whether he likes it or not. (Luughter.) 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir, as regards 
Mr. Thompson's first suggestion, it is not possible to ask members to 
approach the Hon’ble Minister, but it is possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to ask the members who have got amendments to discuss mat- 
ters with him Iwfore the Council sits. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You ask me to tread orT a ground no less slip- 
peiy. (Laughter.) 


Clause 33. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause stand part of the 
Bill. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: Sir. I beg to move that 
after clause ,% (r) the following be inserted, namely, “or (d) a candi- 
date’s nomination has been wrongly rejected or a nomination which 
ought to have been rejected has been wrongly accepted* \ 

Sir, the clause I want to insert is one of the grounds on which au 
election can be set aside and as it is not covered by either (o), (b) or 
(c), I think that it should In* inserted. I hope the Hon'ble Minister 
will accept this amendment. 

Th# Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I am pre- 
pared to accept the amendment with a little re-drafting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, you are moving an amendment to the 
amendment. 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. The 
re-drafted amendment will run as follows: — 

That after clause 35 (c) the following be inserted, namely: 

or (d) the result of election has been materially affected by 
improper acceptance or refusal of a candidate’s nomina- 
tion.’ ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Dr. Xaresh Chandra Sen Gupta therefore failed. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 35, as amended in 
^Council stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 36. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 36 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7 p.m. 

Clause 37. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is thut tluusc 37 stand purt of the 
Bill. 


Rftl Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I beg to move thut in clause 
37, in line 6, for the word “six” the word “three” he substituted. 

I would only sav that six years is too long. I would suggest three 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I oppose the 
amendment. 

The motion of Rui Kamini Kumar Das Bahadur was put and lost. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I beg to move that in clause 37, 
in line 6, the words “and the Judge’s decision shall Ik* final” be omit- 
ted. 

If under the ordinary law of the land, there is an appeul to the 
High Court, 1 should think that ought to Ik* retained. I do not want 
to have a positive enactment that there should be an appeal to the 
High Court. I want that if there is an appeul to the High Court, why 
should any person la* deprived of it? So, the words “and the Judge’s 
decision shall be final” should 1 m* omitted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY t I rise to oppose 
this amendment because we want to dispose of these cases as quickly 
as posable; otherwise there would 1m* no finality. That principle has 
been followed by the Select Committee in re-drafting the Bill and I 
oppose the amendment on that ground. 

The motion of Bobu Satyendra Nath Roy was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 37 stand part of tha 
BUI. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 38. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 38 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 39 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in clause 
39, in line 3, after the word ‘‘vacancy” the words ‘‘or vacancies” be 
inserted, and, in lines 3 and 4, for the words “as though it had been a 
casual vacancy” the words ‘‘in accordance with the same procedure as 
is to be adopted in case of casual vacancies” be substituted. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: There may be cases in 
which mole than one seat may be vacated and, therefore, it is neces- 
sary that these verbul alterations should l>e made to cover the plurality 
of the cases. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
the amendment. Singular includes plural. I do not think this 
amendment is necessary. 

The motion of Munindra Deb ltai Mnhnsui was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 39 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('louse 40. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 40 >ta nd part of the 
Bill. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that clause 40 be 
omitted. 

Clause 40 lays down : “No election of a commissioner shall be called 
in question in any court except under the procedure provided bv this 
Act, and no order passed in any proceeding under sections 33 to 37. 
both inclusive, shall be called in question in any court and no court 
shall grant an injunction.” 

Sir, this is a very serious thing. In such elections, where a com- 
missioner is elected under some sort of objection, it will be a drastic 
measure to take away the rights of the ratepayers to pray for injunction 
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against such elections in any court ! There ought not to be a provision 
in this Bill of this nature in view of the fact that in many such elec- 
tions and in many of such election petitions, it bus been found that the 
election was not a valid one or that the election ought to be set aside. 
Knowing all these things, it is very difficult to say that this section 
will not interfere with the long-established rights of the ratepayers. 
Not only does it affect the commissioners but, 1 think in some respects 
it also affects the election of chairman and vice-chairman of munici- 
palities. With this right taken away from the ratepayers, it will be 
simply impossible to rectify the injustice that will be found later on 
after the election and, therefore, Sir, I think this sort of legislation 
should not be incorporated in tin* Kill which, we hope, is going to be 
an improvement on the old Act. With these words, Sir, I commend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: I oppo*.«* the amendment on 
the only ground that now, unlike the provisions in the old Act, all the 
power has been entrusted to the District Judges and other Judges not 
inferior in runk to Subordinate Judges to deal with these matters, and 
if a civil court like the court of a District Judge or a Subordinate Judge 
decides these cases of elections, what necessity is there to have that 
question again thrashed out in another civil court? Sir, my submis- 
sion to the House i< this that in the obi Act there was a provision for 
setting aside an election w hen an application would have to be made 
before a Distnct Magistrate who would <r\ the ease summarily. Now 
a District or a Subordinate Judge will entei into these matters. 
There is a provision in the Hill showing what me the corrupt practices 
and the matter would be thoroughly thiashed out. So, what is the 
necessity of our entering into tins matter again by wav of a separate 
litigation ? My submission to the House is this that this clause 40 is 
all right and the matter should not be allowed to be re-agitated in 
another c ivil court. So, I oppose this amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to op}H>fte 
this amendment. This clause has been put in the Hill after much 
consideration and as a iesult of long experience. Dr. tv hose knows 
himself, what is the result of such injunc tions on local bodies from hid 
recent experience about his own munic ipality. There is no chairman 
now in Howrah Municipality for the lust few months and litigation is 
going on. There is an apjwal to the High Court and an injunction * 
wa* issued and the whole matter has been held up. In rn§e* of election 
to other local bodies, such a* the municipalities of Howrah and Hurd* 
won, injunctions were i-sued and new hoards could not be formed no 
that the old boards continued for more than five month#. The election 
took place in November, 1929, and the board could not be formed till 
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1930. In Btmlwan the election took place in December, 1931, and the 
new hoard has not been formed up till now. So, to guard against such 
difficulties, this provision has been introduced and I do not think that 
I can agree to accept the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Iiatan Ghose was put and lost. 


Dr, AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that in clause 40, 
lines 6 to 13, the words beginning with “and no court shall grant an 
injunction" and ending with “upon their duties" be omitted. 

Sir, just now the Hon’ble Minister has referred to the cases that 
occurred at Howrah and these are the cases which strengthen my 
position, rather than weakening. A chairman or a commissioner who 
has been found incapable or ineligible for standing as a candidate for 
{performing the functions of a commissioner or a chairman, by a legis- 
lation, if the Government seeks to remove that disability of such 
chairman or commissioner, will that be a reasonable course for the 
Government to adopt to bring in such a commissioner or a chairman 
for the administration of a municipality ? It is for that reason alone 
that an injunction in a court is always necessary. If that injunction 
is not there,' an undesirable {person who may 1 k‘ at the top of the 
administration may swamp the whole administration. It is for that 
reason that the right of the ratejwyers and of any public man to ask 
for un injunction in a court of law should always be permissible. It 
cannot be said with any amount of reasonableness that this inherent 
right of the public should lie taken away by legislation. As regards 
the cum* of Howrah referred to which the Hon’ble Minister also knows, 
it has been found in a court of law that the sitting chairman was in- 
eligible according to the {present Bengal Mumrijwl Act for standing 
as a chairman and if this law were not in the hands of the public, then 
that ineligible man would have continued in office and could have 
administered the municipal administration of Ilowmh much to the 
chagrin! of the Howrah {public and the ratepayers. It is only this 
inherent right of injunction of the ratepayers that has saved their 
municipality from being administered by a man who is not liked by 
the ratepayers. If this weapon is taken away from the hands of the 
public, 1 do not think it will lie a very reasonable act on the part of 
Government. With these few words, I commend my amendment to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Tttt HOft’Mt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
thin amendment. By this clnuso Government is going to take away 
the right of litigation in a civil court. I do not think the public will 
be left without a remedy. Sufficient provision has been made in thin 
Bill itself. 
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Or. AMULYA RAT AH CHOSE: Where* 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: In the election claused. 

The Hott’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On theso grounds 
I oppose this amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Hatan Gbose was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 40 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7-15 p.in. 

Clause 41 . 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 41 stand part of the 
Bill. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, this is a formal amendment, 
and I hog foimallv to move it. It runs as follows: — 

“That in clause 41, in line 4, after the word ‘fit’ the words 'and 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act’ he inserted.” 

I hope. Sir, that Government will have nothing to object to it. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir. I am afraid that 
my friend is moving it under a misajf|7rehension, l>erau»e it concern* 
the rule-making powers of Government. Government cannot possibly 
override the provisions contained in the statute. It will be inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Act. I think this amendment to be un- 
necessary. 


Tht Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the grounds 
put forward by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Arizul Haque, I also formally 
oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Dr. Amulva Eatan Gbose was, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 



186 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[I7th Am., 


Mailfvi MUHAMMAD HOStAIN: Sir, I beg to move that clause 

41(a) be omitted. My reason in moving this amendment is simple: 
it is that in view of the provision already made in section 18(7), this 
clause is unnecessary. A definite provision has already been made in 
clause 18(7). So this clause should be omitted, and I do hope that 
Government will have no objection. 

The Hon’bto Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I oppose it, be- 
cause the Government can provide it by rules. 

The motion of Maulvi Muhammad Hussain was put and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move that after clause 41 (b) the following he inserted, namely: — 

u (bJ) with reference to sub-clause (in) of clause (iV) of sub-section 
(2) and clause ( ii ) of sub-section (o) of section 21, the 
minimum sums entitling a ]*ers<m to vote.” 

Sir, it is only consequential to amendment No. 428. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, may I have your pci mission to move 
a short-notice amendment V 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND* Sir, I beg to move that in sul>-clau8e 
(<l) of clause 41 for tin* word “any” the word “a” be Mibstituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 41(A)* in lines, 3 and 4, the words “or in the opinion of the 
Local Government insufficient provision” be omitted. 

Perhaps, I am only giving an expression to what the Government 
itself intends to do. What is meant is that the Local Government 
should make rules relating to elections and election petitions in reaped 
of matters for which the Act makes no provision. I submit, Sir, tbnt 
the lioonl Government can, in no circumstances, make rules in respect 
of any matter for which the Act makes provision. If the provision 
in the Art is insufficient, it means that some aspects of the matter in 
question have not been provided in the Act. If there is anv insufficient 
provision for matters for which the Act has not provided. Government 
should have the power to provide for it by rules even without this 
clause. 
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Tie Han't* Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYt Sir, Government 
will be in a helpless position if this power is not inserted in the Act. 
It is not meant to cover cases contemplated in the Act except where 
the provision is really insufficient. With these words. Sir, 1 oppose this 
motion. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and lo«t. 

Clause 41. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T he question is that clause 41 stand jmrt of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment 

At 7-25 p.m. the Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Thursday, 
the 18th August, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding* of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled voder 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 18th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
Chaviuii iu, kt., of Kuntosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 108 nominat- 
ed and elected members. 


starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Death of Anil Kumar Das, an undertrial prisoner. 

*95* Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of rhc Political Department Wen drawn 
to the statement issued by the District Magistrate relating to the death 
of Anil Kumar Das, an undertnal prisoner, and to the i>ost-wortem 
report in the case? 

(b) Have the Government considered the statements made therein 
and accorded their upproval? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) Yes 

(b) Government have no reason to disapprove of the statement issued 
by the District Magistrate. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Before I ask any supplement- 
ary question may I have your leave to ri*e on a point of information? 
This question No. 95 is one of several that I sent in on this particular 
incident and in several of them — at least itr three of them — I gave 
certain reaaons for Government to consider whether the statement of 
the District Magistrate was satisfactory or not. Those questions have 
been taken away from this question 95 and those questions are still 
to be put up on the question paper. As a matter of fact no previous 
notice is given to members as to which of the particular questions is 
going to be answered. On those questions it might have been possible 
to put supplementary questions; but it is rather difficult to do so if 
the trunk is taken away from the main question. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not quite understand what you mean. 
Do you mean to say that your question was divided into several parts- 
and Jhat some of those parts have been taken away, or that they were 
so many distinct and separate questions Y 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: V es, Sir. they were one series 
of questions, and only the first part is driven here, 

TIlO Hovt’blt Mr. R. N. REID: As far as I know, Sir, this is the 
question which 1 received and I have answered it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that you pave notice of several 
questions. It may be that they were on the same subject but they 
were independent of each other. Is this the fart I 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U. They were not independent of 
each other. The second question so far us I reinemlter the wording— 
It was sent a long* time ago— was whether with regard to the statement 
of the Distiict Magistrate Government made any inquiry. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut the question is whether they were separate 
questions, quite distinct from each other. I shall make an inquiry if 
you so desire. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Not having any knowledge 
as to which question is going to l>c answered on n particular day it is 
difficult for any one to carry everything in his head. 

Mr. PRESIDENT • This is the usual practice and you certainly do 
not mean that there has been a departure from it. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Oh, no! 

Mymtfttiftgh Jail incident on aooount of tornado. 

*88. Maulfi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFdlt (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Mem tier in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleas- 
ed to state — 

( 0 on what date the Mymensingb Jail was blown over by the last 
tornado ; 

(ti) on w hat date the dead body of the political prisoner, Munindrtt 
Mohan (ihatak, was found out; 

(fit) whether his dead body was examined by the Civil Surgeon. 
Mymensingb; and 

(ip) whether any pott-mortem examination wan held by anybody f 
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(b) Is it a fact that no injury was found on his person? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the opinion that has been ex- 
pressed that he could have been saved by timely removal of the rubbish, 
etc., soon after the occurrence? 

(d) Is it a fact that the detenus and the prisoners informed the 
authorities concerned ubout the missing of Munindra Mohan Ghatak 
soon after the occurrence and also volunteered their sendees for the 
removal of the debris, etc., from the place where Munindra had been 
working? 

(e) Is it also a fact that they were not allowed to do so? 

(/) Is it a fact that the shed, in which Munindra had Wen working, 
wus constructed departmentallv and not by the Public Works Depart- 
ment ? 

(//) Is the Hon’ble Member aware of local public opinion that the 
departmental buildings are generally constructed with bad materials 
at costs cheaper than that of the P. W. 1). buildings? 


(h) Is it a fart — 

(I) that all the departmentallv constructed buildings in the 
Mymensingh Jail compound were totally smashed ; and 

(X) that most of the P. W. 1). buildings have remained uninjured? 

(/) Is it a fact that the public volunteered their services for the 
removal of the debris, etc., just after the occurrence had taken place but 
the permission was refused by the District Magistrate? 

(j) Is it ulso a fact that the Superintendent of Police and the Dis- 
trict .ludge, Mymensingh, were willing to allow the public to remove 
the debris, etc.? 

(k) Is it a fact that some persons were found lying under the 
rubbish ? 

(/) If so, how many? 

MEMBER in eh«rgt of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (DM 
Hon* Mo Sir ProvatS Ctmndor Mittor): (a) (i) 9th May, 1912. 

<#i) 11th May, 1932. 

(iiV) and («>) In view of the requirements of medira! attendance for 
a large number of injured persons it was not possible for the Civil Sur- 
geon or any other medical officer to do either. 

( b ) There were many injuries on his body. 
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(c) No such opinion from any well-informed person was reported to 
Government. In view of the fact that organised parties for rescue work 
were started by the staff immediately after the occurrence and assistance 
was rendered by inauy inmates of the jail, there should uot be any legi- 
timate foundation for such an opinion. 

(d) It was known that the prisoner was missing. A number of 
detenus and prisoners did assist in removing debris, etc., but no one 
knew tinder which particular port of the collapsed wall his body was 
buried. 

^r) A limited numW might not have been allowed to do so as there 
was risk of escape, but as already answered the assistance of the detenus 
and prisoners was availed of. 

( f ) Yes; but it was the collapse of the comjKtund wall that was the 
primary cause and the compound wall was constructed by the 1\ AY. I), 
ami not depart mentally. 

(//) Every building that was within the zone specially affected by 
the tornado suffered very severely. 

(h) if) and Buildings constructed departncmtally as well us by 
the Public AVoiks Department weie equally offer ted. 

(i) Government arc not aware of litis, but immediately after the 
dieter organised parties started estimating the dead and the wounded 
and man} jail inmates tendered assistance in the work of rescue. 

(;) Government arc not aware of this. 

(k) Yes. 

(/) 19 . 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: With reference to 
answer (r) do I understand the Government to admit that us a matter 
of fact for so long as two days some of the debris were not cleared P 


Tilt Hon’bl# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER; Yes, a portion 
of the debris was not removed in spite of the fact that more than 300 
persons were employed. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Was the clearing of the 
debris done only by the staff and no outside assistance taken? 


Tilt HtrfMt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: A good deal 
by the staff and convicts and outside assistance was taken, many coolie# 
were also employed later. 


U 
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Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Was any outside help in 
the shape of medical attendance taken? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER: My impression 

is that it was taken. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Mem. 
her be pleased to state whether it was not possible for the Civil Surgeon 
to have larger outside medical help to cope with the situation? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Because in 
addition to the inmates of the jail there were others who were injured 
ami who had to be attended to. The tornado was of a very severe 
nature and the area affected by it was twentv-five miles in length. Not 
only the whole of the local hospital mm full but it was very difficult to 
render medical assistance to all persons injured. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Mem- 

her he pleased to state whether any inquiry has been made if there 
was any defect in the construction of the compound wall of the jail? 

Tha Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No independ- 
ent inquiry was made. But tin* nature of the tornado was such that 
it is doubtful if any stronger foundation could have withstood it. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: W ith regard to answer 
(i) are the Government in a position to deny that the District Magistrate 
refused outside assistance which was volunteered? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Government 
is in a position to state that no such offer was made to the District 
Magistrate. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: Then am 1 to take it 
that the answer to clause ( t ) amounts to this: that the District 
Magistrate did not refuse assistance? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is quite clear. 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA BEN GUPTA: With regard to answer 
O) is it not possible for Government to get the information as to what 
the Superintendent of Police and the District Judge did? 

Tho HOft’bti Bir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: It wae un- 
necessary to get that information because it is extremely unlikely that 
those officers did not work in close co-operation with each other. 
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Mymensingh Jail incident on aooount of tornado. 

•97. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleas- 
ed to state whether it is a fact that, during the last tornado incident, 
firearms were used by the sentries or the police in the Mymemungh Tail 
in order to prevent ingress and egress P 

(b) Is it a fact that owing to indisci iminute firings some of the pri- 
soners were very badly hit? 

(c) Is it a fact that some prisoners died in the hospital in conse- 
quence of the injuries so received? 

(</) Is it also a fact that during the po*t-mortem examination bullets 
were extracted from the bodies of some of the persons injured in the 
jail? 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: to) As over 200 
prisoner* had escaped, the jailer, in order to bring back 05 more pri- 
soners, diiectcd the filing of 50 rounds ol blank and 15 rounds of buck- 
shot and successfully brought back these prisoners. The firing was 
done b\ the armed guard under the direct supervision of the jailer. 
Theie was no filing b\ the police. 

ib) There was no indiscriminate tiling. Only one prisoner while 
escaping leieived a skin wound. 

( t ) and id) No. 

Msulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Will f li «■ Hon’ble Member be 

pleased to state with reference to answer tot from where those .T> pri- 
soners were brought hack? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER t From » little 
distance outside the jail. I may explain that the jail wall had collapsed 
and a number of prisoners had escaped and it was just outside that 
place that they were found. 

Mr. 9HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it not a fact that 
prisoners were running away in a panic? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think 
so. They ran away long after the tornado ceased. 

Dr.NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Were the Government 
rotisfied &** to this after inquiry? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yen. 
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Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: What time after the tornado they 
were arrested? 

The Hon’blo 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: I do not 

remember. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: What became of the prisoner who 
got a skin wound? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Presumably 
he is all right now. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that the 
Commissioner of the Dacca Division arrived at the place immediately 
after the occurrence? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Was any bullet extracted from 
the body of any of the prisoners? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I want notice. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Have all the prisoners 

been accounted for? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Barring a 
few. Some surrendered and some were captured. 


Superintendent, Additional 8pecial Jail, Dum Dum. 

•98. Babu 8UK LAL NAG: (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to state the rea- 
sons why ltai Sahib Sati Prosad Ganguli, Superintendent, Additional 
Special Jail, Dum Dum, took leave? 

(h) Is it a fact that he was asked to take leave by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, Bengal? If so, whyP 

Tht Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTERS (a) For reasons 

of health. 

(b) No. 
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Administration of civil Justioo in the Court of the Distriot 
Judge, Pabna. 

*00- 0^* CHATTERJEE. pi) lias the attention of the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department lieen drawn to 
the state of things concerning the administration of civil justice in the 
Court of the District Judge at Palma, as disclosed by the following 
observation made by the Hon’ble Mr. Justice (iraham in his minutes 
of inspect ion of the Civil Courts at Palma, dated the I 1th February 
1930: — 

“This reveals a veiy serious •'fate of affairs, as the manner in which 
civil litigation is being held np, really amounts to a denial ot 
justice”? 

ib) Is it a tact that the uxciuge duration of civil matters pending 
in the District Judge's Court at Palma in 1930-31 was t>24 days, and 
some are still pending from 1924? 

(r) Is it a fact that out of 700 total working days the District Judge 
and Additional District Judge*, of Palma and Bogra could devote in 
1930-31 only 201} days to civil work and have to devote the rest of 
their time to cmuinal woik, and in 1931-32 out of 490 working days 
they devoted only 42 da\s to ci\il work and the rest to criminal work? 

(d) What was the number of < i\il matter* pending in the Courts of 
District Judge and Additional District Judges of Palma and Bogra by 
the end of June, 1932, and foi how long had they been {lending? 

(c) How do the < government propose to cope with thi* heavy accu- 
mulation of civil work? 

(f) Is the Hon'hle Memlier aware that the District Judge of Pabna 
cannot dexote enough time to the disposal of civil litigation on account 
of the heavy character of the criminal matters reejuiring clisjKisal by 
him ? 

(*f) Are the Government considering the desirability of relieving 
the District Judge of Pabna and Bogra of most of the criminal work 
by posting an Additional District Judge at Pabna permanently and 
thereby giving him a free hand in disposing of the huge accumulation 
of civil matters awaiting decision? 

MEMBER in ohargi of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon 'bio 
Mr. R. N. Raid): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The average duration of civil matters disposed of in 1930 
waa 024 days. No civil matter is pending from 1924. 
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(c) Yes. 

(d) A statement is placed on the tabic. 

(e) The matter is under consideration. 
(/) Yes. 

(g) The matter is under consideration. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause, (d) of starred question So. 99. 
Pending civil files on 30th June, 1932. 



(а) Onr tut* ulmv Ix'rn (U*im*oi 1 of 

(б) A* II claim Cftftc i« *011 prntilnu. 

(c) Kljlht ft|>)«cftl^ ftlmr of 

(«f) One a p| "‘ft! aiucc (ll*|*«w(t of 
(r) Two ftpjM aia »lnn* iU*ih>whI of 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(Answers to which were laid on the table) 

Hindu College hoetel of the Chittagong College. 

43. Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state why the Hindu College hostel of the Chittagong College has been 
abolished? 

(h) Is the Hou’hle Minister aware — 

(i) that the students of the college who have not their own houses 
at Chittagong are not allowed to live in the hostels which 
are not authorised to accommodate such students; 
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(it) that there are not sufficient hostels at Chittagong; and 
(hi) that the abolition of a hostel will seriously affect a good many 
students who will have to stop their education for want of 
suitable places of residence at. Chittagong? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of restoring the 
college hostel? 


MINI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Naziimiddtn) : Because successive Principals 

have reported that the building is utterly unfit for use as a residential 
hostel, the demand for ucrommodution in it has been small and it ran 
be more profitably utilised to relieve the congestion in the lecture rimms. 

(h) (i) Yes. But students can In* permitted to live in hostels if the 
Principal is satisfied that they are properly looked after by a respon- 
sible person. 

(u) Yes. 

{nt> No. The number of students who resided in the Hindu 
hostel was small. There has been no falling off in the nmntar of 
admissions to the rollege this u»at. 

(r) If there i> a Miflieient demand, the question of opening a hostel 
a^rain will be considered 

Raj Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the flon’ble 

Minister l>e pleased to state what was the number of boarders when 
the hostel was abolished? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I think 14, Sir. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state uhethei Government will consider it a sufficient demand 
if 10 students apply for accommodation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a h \pofhetical question. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state why the house is considered unfit for use as a resi- 
dential hostel? 

Tha Hon’Wt Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: Bemuse it is an old 

building with no compound wall. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: Are there any ««ch walla 
in the Muhammadan and Buddhist ho«tels? 



200 QUESTIONS. [18th Aug., 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: No. But there are 

proper peinons to look after the buildings. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: What is the number of 
students in the Muhammadan and Buddhist hostels 5 

The Hon’ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 


Nazir, Smalt Causes Court, Sealdah. 

44. Mr. K. C. RAY CHOWDHURY : (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Judicial Department he pleased to state whether 
it is a fart that the present naztr ot the Small (’a uses Court at Sealdah 
is a blood-relation ot the District Judge’s shervtttular of the 24-Pargana9? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that this? ministerial offhcr has been all along a tiaztr throughout 
his service}' 

(o \\ ill the Hon'hlc Member be pleased to lay ou the table a state- 
ment giving a list of the relatives ot the present shensttultir of the 
District Judge of the 24-Patganas, who are holding services under the 
anid Judge, showing the particular positions they have been occupying 
for the last ten years}' 

The Horfble Mr. R. N. REID • ia) and (h) No. 

(c) (1) Gopendra Nath Mukherjee, step-brother — in separate mess. 
He has been a muharrtr at Alipore since ltitb March, 1927; before 
that he was a muharrtr at Dasirhat. 

^ Satyendra Nath Mukherjee, brother — in separate mess. He was 
forms clerk a* Alipore from 5th February 1921, then muharrtr at 
Alipore, from 1st October, 1922, then a muharrtr at Baruipur, since 
OotoWr, 1920, and is now a muharrtr at Diamond Ilarl)0ur from 3rd 
January, 1921. 

(2) Amarendra Nath Mukherjee, son of the tthcnrtadar, entered 
service on 1st September, 1923, as probationer. He was a temporary 
officiating muharrtr at Basirhat from loth September, 1924, and then 
a comparing clerk at Sadar till 14th January, 1926. He was a 
muharrtr at Alipore from 15th January to 25th October, 3930, and has 
since then Wen a muharrtr at Sealdah. 

(4) Phani Bhusan Oanguli, son-in-law. He is a probationer. 
Appointed on 19th December, 1929. Before that he acted as tempo- 
rary clerk occasionally from April, 1927. 



1882- ] 

3-16 p.m. 


QUESTIONS. 


201 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will (he llon’ble 
Member be pleased to inquire into (lie rirruinstumvs under which this 
officer was appointed? 


The Hon’ble Mf# R. N. REID! I am prepared to make impnriea 
into the matter, if the member so desires. 


Excise petty officers. 

45. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: (n) Will the Rou ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any memorial was submitted by the 
excise petty officers regarding their status, pay, etc., to him or to the 
Commissioner of Excise? 

(hi If ihe answer to (n> is in (1 m* affirmative, will the ifon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state what action, if any, has lieen taken in the 
matter? 

(ct Is it a tact that these peit\ otlieers do the same kind of work an 
is done by the assistant sub-inspector of police but are in receipt of 

less pay ? 

id) Is it a fact that they have got no time-scale pay nor any kind 
of im lenient whatsoever? 

(ei Is the Ilon’ble Minister considering the desirability of placing 
excise petH officers in status and rank similar to thou* of assistant sub- 
inspectors of police? 


MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE ami INDUSTRIES 
(EXCISE) DEPARTMENT (tha Hofi’bie Mr. Bifoy Prasad Singh Roy)i 

(a) Yes, to the Commissioner of Excise und Salt, Denial, in 1928. 

(by The Commissioner of Excise and Salt informed the memorial- 
ists that he saw no reason to support any of their prayers. 

(c> The kind of work done by the petty officers of excise is not tha 
tame as that of the assistant sub-inspectors of police and their pay 
it different. 

(d) The petty officers are on a graded scale of pay which was revised 
in 1921 from It*. 12, Us. 15 and Us. 25 to Rs. 20, Its. 25 and Ks. 30. 

(e) No. 
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Allagad assault of prisoners in the Soaldah Polios Court 

46. Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that four prisoners convicted on the 7th July 
last at tiie Sealdah Police Court were severely assaulted in the Court? 
(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) the circumstances under which they were assaulted; and 
(//) whether the Police Magistrate himself took part in the 
assault ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: un No. 

(h) ( / ) (n) Does not arise. 


Cese and rent collections of estates under the Court of Wards. 

47. Maharaja 4ACADI8H NATH RAY, of Dinajpur: Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing, district by district, the respective 
amounts of yearly gross income from rent collections and of yearly 
Government revenue in the ca^es of the two biggest estates under the 
Court of Wards in each district? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): A statement showing rent and cess 
collections during ld‘18 H.S. and Government revenue payable is laid 
on the table. Separate figures for rent collections are not available. 


Statement rtf erred to in the ansu'er to unstarred question No. 47 , 




Grows iooome 

Government 


N’rtiuo of estate 

from rout and 
co#m roll wt ion* 
for 1338 B.S. 

revenue 

payable. 

y 

BurHuan — 

R«. 

* Ra. 


Hurd wan Haj Ward*' estate 

50.19,518 

31,71,881 

4 

Mitinafxorr— 




Mahu*adal WahIm’ oatate 

5,92.314 

2,73,583 


Baaudebpur Ward* ' e*t*te 

28,237 

5,397 

3. 

Hooghly — 




B. I~ Mviklwrrjw'n Tnwt 

51,771 

11,343 


P. Mukherjeo 

25.858 

1,552* 

4. 

24-Poryana+— 




Bhowanipur Wank' eatate 

1.99.775 

75,220 


Gobardanga Ward*' mtatr 

1.27,284 

34,54* 

ft. 

Aodia — 




Chetlangia Ward.' nutate . . 

1,27,010 

41,457 


Tagore Wanin’ eatate 

81,529 

18JUS 

•PropKtW ran** aoaUjr ot Mint 
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Name of estate. 


0. Murshidabad — 

Kasim bazar Raj Wards* estate 


Gross income Government 
from rent and revenue 

cess collections payable, 

for 1338 B.8. 

Rs. Rs. 


18.46.396 3.09.335 


7. Jt**ort — 

Mukherja* Wartls’ estate 45,067 20,615 

Bagchar Cniudhury Wards’ estate . . 35,557 3.039* 


8. Khulna — 

Kharnrm Wards' estate 


30.438 5.002* 


9. Darca - 

Bhnwal estate 
Dacca Nftwab estate 


10. M yrr>en*itujh — 

Hailiatnagar Wards’ ('state 
Golakpur Wards’ estate 


11. Fnrtdpur- 

Nam«e|uil Mukherjee ((state 

12. Bakart/anj 

Dakslmislmlwupur (‘state 
Mrs. M. T. Brown estate 


13. Ch%tt agony — 

Raj Kisaen Bnncrjee estate 
Banigram Roy estate 

14. Tippfra — 

Bhukadash Wards’ estate 
Corn i Ha Xawab estate 


15. KoakhaH — 

Bhutua Wanin’ estate 
K. K. Bose and otliers 


10. Ihnnjpur — 

Maid war Wards’ estate 
Jan bazar No. II 

17. Ran&fmr — 

Kakirta Wards’ estate 


Bamandanga 


5,34.314 

11,78,313 

44,555 

2,07,040 

89,604 

82,103 

21,085 

31,703 

0,190 

2,471 

1,75.897 

1,38,894 

47,003 

17,095 

70,087 

03,105 

48,118) 

0,137 

1,35.021 

70,180 

07,785 

30,209 

4.09,330 

7,077 

1,04,310 

191* 

1,03,305 

70,453 

II 

2,02.717 
(figures for 
1337). 

1,34,413 

37,775 

16,000 


(figures for 
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GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

Th# Bengal Suppression of Terrorist Outrages Bill, 1932. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: With your permission I beg to 
present the Report of the Selert Committee on the Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrages Bill, 1932. 

The Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932. 

[The discussion on t ho Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed.] 

Clause 42. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 42 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: I beg to move that after 
clause 42 (1) the following pioviso he iiiMMled, unmch : — 

“Provided that a commis-joner who has Moved ns a chairman in the 
same munic ipality for two terms immediately pieceding such election 
shall not he re-elected as c hairman.” 

My reasons feu the proposition arc* shoitly these. If a person is 
elected chairman for more than two terms, he naturally gathers some 
influence about him which is not to the ultimate good of the munici- 
pality. In order to enlist the votes of commissioners for the next elec- 
tion. he is always eager to placate them and theieb\ fails sometimes in 
the strict performance of his duties. 1 shall give an illustration. If 
a chairman has an eye in the* next term of otlice, he will naturally 
cultivate the good wishes of commissioners by lending support to their 
projects, however unpiofl table they may be. Even an honest man 
becomes a prey to priced of power. So that his election may In* safe 
the next time also. To accomplish his end, it is not unlikely that he 
will do things he would not have done otherwise. It will be through 
the combination of circumstances over which he will lose control that 
he will turn out to he less honest than during the first two terms. Sir, 
I am quite alive that in the first place generally the question of con- 
fidence will be put in favour of his candidature for the third term. 
But, Sir, the confidence he enjoys will be far more strengthened if he 
gets a chance to contribute his services selflessly and on the other hand, 
the confidence he enjovs will not l>e allowed to be prejudiced in future. 
My contention in this respect is that a chairman who has had an oppor- 
tunity of commanding the goodwill of the majority should not be given 
any chance where he is apprehended to abuse that under abnormal 
circumstances. 
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Sir, in the second place, it may also be said in favour of an elcclion 
for the third term, that a person so chosen will utilise his experience 
in furtherance of schemes which the municipality has undertaken 
during his chairmanship. But if he wants to serve the municipality 
after the completion of the second term, he may as a commissioner, if 
he is selfless in his motives, place his experiences at the disposal of his 
successor in office and thereby help him materially in the discharge of 
his duties. Moreover, the impression should not he left in the public 
mind that a monopoly has l>een created iu the case of a certain indivi- 
dual for the oflice of the chairman. Every one with capacity should 
have a chance of serving the municipality. It is from these points 
of view that I plead for the acceptance of my amendment by this 
House. But 1 am afraid that iny amendment may not be looked 
upon in the same spirit in which I have thought fit to biing it. If the 
Council does not find it > way to support me, 1 shall lest satisfied with 
the opportunity that I have got for recording the views, I entertain 
with great sincerely and earnestness. Only the othei day we earned 
an amendment moved by i)i. Sen Gupta lor enhancing the term of 
office to four years. So, under this stage, if an extension is not giw*n 
to a person for the third term he, for the completion of his projects or 
schemes tin contemplation > will get a clear period of eight years— a 
sufficiently long time for the purjKist?. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY • Sir, I must 
congratulate the hon’ble mover for his ingenuity in suggesting an 
amendment like this, but for obvious reasons, 1 cannot accept it. If the 
chairman continues to enjoy the confidence of the ratepayers as well as 
of the commissioners, I see no reason why Government should stand in 
the way of his being re-elected for a thiid term. 'Hie mover has 
represented that it will he a monopoly if he is re-elected for the thiid 
time. But what about the experience which he has gained in this 
work? It should l>e utilised in the interest of the hoard. With these 
few words, Sir, I opf«>se the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan l’oddai was then put and lost. 


Tho HOft'W# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I 1 beg to move 
that after clause 42 ( 2 ) the following lie inserted, namely: — 

“(.3) The election of a chairman by the commissioners shall be 
subject to the approval of the Local Government. 

( 4 ) If the Local Government disapproves of any election by the 
commissioners of a chairman, it may order the commissioner* 
to elect within a period to be fixed in the order another person 
from among their number to be chairman. 
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(6) The chairman when elected shall hold office as such pending 
the orders of the Local Government under sub-section (3) or 
sub-section (4) as the case may be, but, if the election is 
not approved by the Local Government, he shall be deemed 
to have vacated his office from the date of receipt by the 
commissioners of the order of the Local Government made 
under sub-section ( 4 ).” 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: T nse to oppose this amend- 
ment. It seems that the Hon’ble Minister is out to reinsert all the 
clauses which were deleted in the Select Committee to lessen the grand- 
motherly control of the Local Government over the mufaxml municipali- 
ties. Sir. I do not know and the Ilon’ble Minister has not been pleased 
to give us any reasons, why the election of the chairman of a mufaxsal 
municipality should tw* subject to the approval of the Local Govern- 
ment. The only season that he has been pleased to give in his minute 
of dissent was that he was of opinion that in the interest of better 
administration of local bodies the Local Government should control the 
election of chairmen by mufasxal municipalities. Sir, it reminds me 
of the Bengali proverb that he who loves a child Letter than the mother 
is either a witch or something else. That commissioners, who are 
elected by the people or nominated by the Lo< al Government, should 
be worse judges of t he calibre of a man whom they want to fireside 
over their deliberations as their chairman than the Local Government 
which live hundreds of miles away from them, is a proposition that 
takes my breath away. After 50 years of local self-government — when 
we are thinking of reforms and a reconstituted Bengal legislative 
Council on the lines of Provincial autonomy — I do not think that 
mufassal municipalities cannot be relied upon to elect their own chair- 
men without officious interference from high officials. It is xmiething 
unthinkable, and 1, therefore, oppose this amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: Sit, I op|»ose this 
amendment. I wonder what the Hon’ble Minister would think of his 
performance if this motion were carried. If he looks hack upon his 
opening speech when he introduced this Bill and when he expatiated upon 
the great advance which has been made in it in removing the control 
of the I/>cal Government over the internal affairs of the municipalities, 
he will see that if amendments like this of which he has given notice 
are all carried, there will be precious little left of the advance upon 
which he expatiated in his opening speech. But what is the idea 
behind it? The idea is that the local people may possibly elect as 
chairman a person who may be undesirable, and it is the Local Govern- 
ment who is going to set it right. I would osk the Hon’hle Minister 
how he would feel if the British Parliament in their wisdom thought 
similarly, namely, that, although the Provincial legislatures may have 
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Ministers drawn from the majority of the elected members of the 
Councils, nevertheless, as they are likely to abuse their choice of 
leaders, the appointment of these Ministers should be subject to the 
approval of the Secretary of State in Council. That urgument might 
be made with the same amount of justification with which the I<ocal 
Government make this argument. The Local Government stand to the 
municipalities in the same position as the Secretary of State stands to 
the Provincial legislatures and I wonder what the Hoii'hlc Minister 
would think of such a proposal. 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I shall only say 
just a few words in opposing the motion. By this Bill more and more 
powers are conferred on the self-governing ladies mid 1 do not see why 
a commissioner who has been elected as a chairman should la* subject 
to approval of Government; this measure will be very unpopular and 
will be against the principle of democracy, for it takes away the sense 
of responsibility from the elected commissionei^. I do not see why if 
u menihei is elected by the commissioners tor his worth should run the 
risk of t>eing disapproved of by the Government. On this ground 1 
oppose the amendment. Sir. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: 1 oppose this amendment, we 
were much gratified when in his opening speech the Minister said that 
the election of chairman would not he subject to the appfoval of the 
Local Government, if I may remember aright. But now I think the 
successes he has gained every day in this Council have led him to move 
amendment- which conflict with his speech. 


Tht Mon’bJe Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: May I me to 

a point of personal explanation, Sir!" I nevei made any such promise. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: After so many years of control 
over local self-government if it is still thought necessary that the 
election of chairmen of locol bodies should be subject to the approval 
of the Local Government, then it cannot be called local self-govern- 
ment, but a mockery of local self-government. 


3-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWN END: Sir, 1 feel that I am a very poor sub- 
stitute for my Minister. The criticism of Dr. Sen Gupta was not 
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really very fair. The Minister had said that the Bill was a great 
advance upon the present Act towards granting democratic institutions. 
Even if we have to retain some safeguards, the Bill is still a great 
advance: and it is rather misleading, I think, to suggest that safe- 
guards are not necessary. The Ilon’ble Minister is not going back on 
what lie said previously to the House. This is an amendment, Sir, 
which exists in the Act as it stands. It is a provision which has not 
been very often used and it is only used in very extreme cases. Mem- 
bers of this House have, during the past week, very frequently referred 
to the example of late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. He was a great 
leader and a great statesman in Bengal and we all know what great 
advance took place when he was Minister. Sir Surendra Nath himself 
considered the question of utilising this power when there was the 
question of appointing Mr. Sasinal as Chairman of the District Board 
of Midnapore and, although there were very strong reasons for exercis- 
ing this power, he did not exercise it. That was the attitude of 
Government then. I see no reason why the new Government, which 
will succeed the Government as established now, will be any less careful 
in utilising the powers given to it. 

The argument put forward that it is a moc kery of self-government 
to say that after 50 years’ experience in municipal administration 
people are yet unfit to elect their own chairmen is not really very 
sound. The people who have been experimenting on self-government 
duiing the past 50 years are not the people who will be electing chair- 
men under this Act for the next .‘ 10 , 40 or 100 years. If the members 
who criticise this provision were to see the number of requests received 
in the department for interference with the election, they would realise 
that there is something to he said for leaving this power in the hands 
of the Local Government. With these few words I support the amend- 
ment moved by the Ilon’ble Minister. 


Kh«n Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINz Sir, I rise to 
-oppose this amendment of the Ilon’ble Minister proposing to give the 
power of approval of the election of chairman to the Government, I 
do not understand the principle on which it has been sought to intro- 
duce this clause into the Act. I have been listening to the speech of 
Mr. Townend .to find some reason which would justify the leaving of 
this power in the hands of the Government. I am aware that in the 
past there have been occasions when Government had to interfere with 
the appointment of chairmen of local bodies; but I think with the 
advance of self-governing institutions and the condition of things 
which we expect in the near future, such interference will not only be 
unnecessary but will not be justified on principle. I tbink, therefore, 
that we should oppose this amendment * 



tm.) 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


209 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and a division taken with the following* result: — 


AYES. 


AnmtrMf. Mr. W. L. 

Austin. Mr. 4 . M. 

Bal, Babu Uilit Kumar. 

Sal, ftai tahib tarat Chandra, 
oaair Uddin, Khan tahib Maulvi 
Muhammad. 

Btrkmyrs, Mr. H. 
ilaMg M Mr. a N. 

Chawdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4 . 

Cappingar, Majar-Canaral W. V. 

Caspar, Hr. C. C. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 
Paaraus, Mr. L. It. 

Canaali, Ra< Bahadur tuail Kumar. 
Qhuxnavi, tha Mon Wa AlhadJ Sir Abdal- 
karim. 

Cilahrttt, Mr. R. N. 

Handarson, Mr. A. C. R. 

Hadaa, Mr. 4 , D. V. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Khan, Maulvi Amm-ux-Zaman. 


Mittsr, tha Man'bts fir P ravish Chundar. 
Mullitk, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 
Maximuddin, tha H an *bia Mr. Khwaja. 
hairs, Mr. B. F. 

Phtlpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Ray, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Raid, tha Honbla Mr. R. M. 

Rasa, Mr. 4 . 

Ray, Mr. Bailaswar Sm«h. 

Ray, tha Hun'bla Mr. Bi|ay Prasad tin«h. 
taadatullah, Maulvi Muhammad, 
tartar, Baba Baaad llksrt. 

•arkar, Rai tahib Rabat! Mahan, 
tan, Mr. B. R. 
tan, Mr. Ciris Chandra, 
ttaplstan, Mr H. K. 

Taarnand, Mr. H. F. V. 

Tarynam, Mr. N. 4 . 

Wilkinaan, Mr. H. R. 

Waadhaad, tha Hon'bls Mr. 4 , A. 


NOEt. 


Altai, Hawabxada Khwaja Mu ha mm ad , 
Khan Bahadur. 

Ali, Maulvi Haasan. 

Baksh, Maulvi tyad Majid. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Basu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Marandra Kumar. 

Baas, Mr. B. M. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kishari Mahan. 
Chaudhuri, Or. Himdra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali. 
ntuxxaman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi tyad Oaman Haidar. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Aba ar. 
Cbs v r dhury, Maulvi Abdul Chant. 
Faxlullak, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Ohass, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Cuba, Babu Prat ulla Kumar. 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Hnaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Axtxul. 
Hanna, Kaxi Imdadui. 

Hasain, HawaB Musharraf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hussain, Maulvi Muhamma d . 

Kasim, Maulvi Ahu*. 


Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaxxam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. 

Law, Mr. tursndra Nath. 

Haiti, Mr. B. 

Mtttra, Babu tarat Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai tahib tarat Chandra. 
Hat. Babu tufc Lai. 

Handy, Maharaja tris Chandra, af Kasim* 
batar. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dab. 

Ray, Bahu Khattar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. ihanti thakharaswar. 

Raut, Baku Hasani. 

Ray, Babu tatysndra Hath. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kumar. 

Ray Cbsudhuri, Babu Ham Chandra, 
•ahana, Babu tatya Kinkar. 
tamad, Maulvi Abdus. 
tan, Rai tahib Akshay Kumar, 
tan Cuata, Or. Hartsh Chandra, 
than, Maulvi Abdul Hamid, 
tinfh, ftrijut Taj Bahadur. 


The 4ves being 41, and (he Noes 46, the motion was lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI S Sir. I beg to more that in 
danse 42 (7), in line 5, for the word “five” the word "ten" he tub* 
tti toted. 


14 
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In accordance with clause 42 (/), the meeting is to be held within 
21 days from the date of publication in the Calcutta Gazette . It may 
not lx* possible to issue the notice within 5 days from the date of 
publication. In case the chairman is out of town, he has got to be 
coin in unicuted with; at least ten days’ time ought to be given and 
eleven clear days will then be left for the requisitionists. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Mr. President, Sir, in support- 
ing thih amendment I want to bring one thing to the notice of the 
Ilon’bie Minister. At present many of the poor municipalities do not 
subscribe to the Calcutta Gazette and some municipalities in the interior 
of rhittagong or Kujshuhi Division probably do not get their copies of 
the Gazette till three days after the publication, i.e., they do not get 
their copies till Saturday or it ma> be Monday or Tuesday next when 
the chairman may not be there. Moreover, at present the practice is 
that an additional communication is sent b\ the Government to the 
(Commissioner of tin* Division and the District Magistrate about the 
nomination and I suggest to the llon’hle the Minister that the time for 
this should be extended to ten days from the date of receipt of the 
Gazette and of this communication irom the Government. It is not 
only a practical suggestion but it will give ample time. 

3-46 p.m. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROT: I am prepared 
to accept the amendment. 

The motion ot Munindra I)eh Rui Mahasii was then put and agieed 
to. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause \2 f as amended by 
the (Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 43. 

Mr. PRE8IOENT: The question is that clause 43 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Meulvi HA88AN ALI: 1 beg to move that clause 43 be omitted. 

In my opinion, this clause should lie entirely omitted as it is a 
retrograde measure. It is very vague and indefinite. For example, 
if a chairman is elected and the election is called in question and if a 
further election is not held within 21 days then the chairman will he 
appointed by the Government. I think such a proxision should not 
find any place in the Act. It is highly objectionable. 
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Tht Hon’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY I Without such 
a provision the election of the chairman may he held up and suppose 
there is a failure and there is no chairman, what will happen ? It is 
a very necessary provision for the working; of the Act. A municipality 
cannot function without a chairman. There may he a dispute between 
two parties, and they may refuse to elect a chairman and it max liecome 
impossible to hold a meeting to elect one. 

The motion of Maulvi JInssan Ali was then put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : 1 beg to move that in 

clause 4't </>, in line 4, after word “chuirinnit" the following he 
inserted, namely: — 

“another meeting will he called within seven days of the 
tir>t meeting by the » huirnian of the outgoing body of 
eommiswioners to elect a ehairinan and \ ice-chairman and on 
failure to elect the i hairman at the second meeting”. 

The object is to gi\e a second chance to the commissioners to elect 
their chairman. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE. I beg to support this amendment 
and I hope Government will accept this amendment because a similar 
one has been accepted by the Government. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 

this amendment. It is not a fact that Government nccepted a similar 
amendment yesterday. The two things are entirely different. The 
other one referred to the failure of the election of commissioners. If 
the new commissioners ure elected and there is no chairman, the board 
will not function. The election of the chairman cannot 1 m* indefinitely 
postponed. The failure to elect a chairman can only take place if there 
is a dispute Iretween different groups in the municipality and it may 
not he possible to hold a meeting, as I have said lie fore, to elect a 
chairman. It is no u*e giving another opportunity. So, I oppose 
this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra l)eh Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 beg to move that in clause 43 
(l) f in line 9, after the words “one of the ' the word “elected" lie 
inserted. 

Sir, the present day spirit i% for democracy, and the Government, if 
it at all wants to appoint a ( hairman by name from amongst the com- 
missioners, should appoint this chairman from the elected group. 
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There is nothing more to be said about it except that it ought to be 
accepted by the Government. I commend my motion to the acceptance 
of the House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government 
cannot agree to make any distinction between an elected and an appoint, 
ed commissioner. Such appointment will be made from amongst the 
commissioners of a municipality whether elected or appointed. The 
House has already accepted the principle of appointing commissioners 
and I do not think there should be a distinction between an appointed 
and an elected commissioner. 

The motion of Dr. Amulya Ratan (those was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


A YE8. 


Ali, Maulvi Ha turn. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Chaudhuri, Babu Kiihari Mohan. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Mural Ab»ar. 
Paxlullah, Maulvi Muhammad. 
Ohato, Or. Amulya Ratan. 

Hdqua, Kaii Imdadul. 

Maiti, Mr. R. 


Mittra, Babu Sarat Chandra. 
Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Raul, Babu Hosom. 

Roy, Babu Satysndra Nath. 

Roy Choudhuri, Babu Horn Chandra, 
lamad, Maulvi Abdut. 

•on Cupta, Dr. Narosh Chandra. 


N0E8. 


Altai, Nawabiada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Armstrong, Mr. W. L. 

Austin. Mr. 4 . M. 

Balt oh, Maulvi tyod Majid. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Bat, Rai iahib Barat Chandra. 

Banorji, Rai BAhadur Kaahab Chandra. 
Barma, Rai tahib Panohanan. 

Baair Uddin, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Mahammad. 

Birkmyrt, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. C. H. 

BOM. Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Or. Jagandra Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ali- 
muuaman. 

Chowdhury, Haji Bad! Ahmod. 

Chswdhury, Maulvi Abdul Ohani. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. 4 , 

Cappingor, Major-Canarat w. V. 

Ooapar, Mr. C, 0. 

Oat, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Or. Haridhan. 

Pawaua, Mr. L. R. 

Qangall, Rai Bahadur Suail Kumar. 
Qhutnavi, tha Mon‘Ma Alhadj Sir AbdaL 
harim. 

QiJahrUt, Mr. R. N. 

Ouha, a ubu Pratulla Kumar. 

Mbhim, Maulvi Abdul. 

MbBba, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atitul. 


Hendanon, Mr. A. C. R. 
Hodge, Mr. 4 . 0. V. 


Hotain, Nawab Muiharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Hotsain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Hutiain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Katam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Amin-ux-Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muaxxam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 


Mittar, tha Nan'bfs Sir Provaah Chundar. 
Mom m, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Martimar, Mr. H. R. 


-wunBFMiwyt, nai gahib Sarat Chandra. 
Mulliah, Mr. Muhunda Bahary. 

Nag, Babu Sub Lai. 

Handy, Maharaja Srit Chandra, •« Kasim* 


Naximuddin, tha Han’bla Mr. Khwaja. 
Patra, Mr. B. P. 

Philpat, Mr. H. C. V. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur 
Rai Mahasai, Munindra Oab. 

Ray, Babu Amuiyadhan. 

Ray, Babu H a gsn dra Narayan. 

Raid, tha HsnbH Mr. R. N. 

Rasa, Mr. J. 

Ray, Mr. Sailsawar Blush. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, tha Han't* Mr. Bijay Prasad Singh. 
Saadatuttnh, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Sahaua, Babu Batya Kinhar. 
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Mar, Ma I mm MM 
•Mar, lUi tabtb Rabat! Mahan, 
•an, Mr. B. B. 

tan, Mr. Giria ohaMra. 

•an, Rai Sahib Akthay Kumar, 
•hah, Maulvi AMul HamM. 


•lath, •Hjut Taj Bahaiar. 
ttanlatan, Mr. H. t. 

T ta m anB , Mr. H. e. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wtlkmsan, Mr. H. R. 

WaaShaab, the MwCMa Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being 15 ami the Noes 70, the motion was lost. 


4 p.m. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08C: Sir. I beg to move that in 
clause 4-1 (^), in line 1, for the words “ordinarily be a” the words 
“ordinarily be an elected” be inserted. 

The clause runs thus — 

“The commissioner so appointed shall ordinarily la* u non-official 
except when the Loral Government is of opinion thut it is necessary to 
appoint a Government official.” 

This will be a distinct impro\einent, Sir, under present-day condi- 
tions, if this amendment is accepted. 1 propose this amendment onl\ 
as a forward move and nothing else; so long as elected non-official com- 
missioners are available in municipalities, 1 think Government ought 
not to choose a nominated commissioner as chairman. Therefore, Sir, 
I commend m> motion to the an eptance of the House. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA*. Sir, 1 support this 
amendment. I hope the HotTlde Minister will see his way to accept 
it. It only says that when making an appointment the Isrcal Govern- 
ment should give preference to elected commissioners. The principle 
is this: a nominated commissioner , just like an elected commissioner, 
may be appointed chairman in cases where the nominated commissioner 
gets the suffrage of the whole House. Hut when the Government makes 
an appointment, and the choice fails upon u nominated commissioner, 
there is no means of knowing that that nominated chairman enjoys 
the confidence of the jreople of the locality, ( rider the present Hill, 
there is no guarantee that an elected » oinruissjoner, who has the suffrage 
of the whole constituency and who has the confidence of the people 
of the localitv, will la* ap|K»inted chairman. Government ought to 
choose an elected commissioner rather than a nominated commissioner. 
And, if. there are good reason* to the contrary, the discretion would 
be left with the Government. I do not see any reason why this 
amendment should not la* accepted. 

Bate 8ATYEN0RA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 beg to support this 
amendment. The Hon'ble Minister i* aware that His Excellency the 
Governor ha* the right to choose his Ministers from elected members 
at this Council and not from nominated memliers, and I suggest 
that this clause should Ire on a line with this well-known principle. 
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The HonTWe Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROYs Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. Government cannot make any distinction, as 
I said on the last occasion, between elected and nominated commis- 
sioners, especially so when it is laid down specifically that ordinarily 
he should he a non-official. Why should Government make a distinc- 
tion between un appointed non-official and an elected non-official com- 
missioner? It may he that an appointed non-official person may enjoy 
greater confidence of the commissioners. So, Gn\ eminent thinks that 
it would not he justified in making this change. 

The motion of Dr. Ainulyn Ratau Ghose was then put and lost. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I be if to move that in clause 
4d (2), in line' 2 and ‘h the wonh “except when tin* Local Go\emment 
is of opinion that it is necessaiv to appoint a Government official” he 
omitted. 

I have no new argument to oiler. I only want to suggest to Govern- 
ment that whim it appoints a commissioner to he a ehaiiman, no 
Government official should la* appointed. A municipality is a self- 
governing institution, and in onlei to give th«* piinciple of representa- 
tion full pla\ Government should not appoin 1 an official to preside over 
such a representative hndv. Government may tidl m what will happen 
later on if after an election nobody enjoyed tin* confidence of tin* whole 
body of commissioners and make it a ground foi appointing an official. 
It is one tiling piling over another, which does not look well in a 
representative institution. I think. Sir, this amendment should l>e 
accepted in order to keep intact the representative character of muni- 
cipalities. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am afraid that my 
inend has misunderstood the language of the clause, r/c., “ordinarily 
he a non-official”. I believe the interpretation of that clause will leave 
it. open to Government to appo nt a non-official under ordinary circum- 
stances. And, it is only in exceptional circumstances that Government 
will appoint an official. 


Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, ma\ I have your permis- 
sion to move the amendment which stands in the name of Babu Jitendralal 
Banner jee Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you got his consent? 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: No, hut I leave the matter 
to your discretion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Ten, you can move it as your own amendment. 


Rti Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: 1 be? to move that in clause 
4d (2), in line 2, after the words “the Loral Government” the words “for 
reasons to be recorded in writing” be inserted. 

I believe if this in accepted by the llou*e, the views of the two 
extremes would be satisfied. My friend Maulvi S\ed Majid Haksh wants 
to delete the whole tinner altogether, and he is anxious that there may 
not beany intervention bv Government What I am suggesting is that 
before Government come* to a derision, iti must record its reasons in 
writing. (A vohk: Where?') What 1 nmlei-iaml b\ the words "in 
writing is that Government should do it public l\. When that letter 
appointing a chairman is issued, it should hu\e the lea son* for Irs appoint* 
ment. That will he sufficient, and 1 beliew this would meet the two 
extreme views as regards this matter. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I am afraid 
that I have to oppose both these amendments. As has been pointed out 
by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Ilmjue, Government would ordinarily 
apIKiint a non-official ; and it is only in exceptional circumstances that 
they ma\ appoint an official. Such exceptional circumstances do arise 
as it happened m the case of the Haruipur Municipalit \ . f may point 
out that then* was considerable party faction between rival groups of 
commissioners and things bee ame impossible; no un*ctings could be held; 
no business could be transacted; and Government, instead of superseding 
tin* imihM ipaiitv. appointed one of their officials to take charge of it 
and set things right. Such occasions are not verv rare in the* experience 
of Government in the administration of local bodies. It is only in excep- 
tional circumstances that Government would exercise this reserved 
power. It this reserved power is taken away, then there would be no 
other alternative for Government but to officialize* a municipality, which 
will be \ery undesirable. This power is very seldom exerc ised even 
now, and we can very reasonabh anticipate that, in the future constitu- 
tion of the* country, it will be only on rare occasions that such powers 
would be exercised and on}\ when then* nia\ be a great necessity for 
Government to intervene. 

As regards the suggestion of Hai Dr. Handhun Dutt Bahadur for 
recording in writing the reasons for appointing an official, I beg to ask 
how doe# it improve matters? Government do not pass any orders 
verbally ; they are always recorded. There mav be circumstances where 
it will not he desirable to record in writing the reasons for the appoint- 
ment. For instance, there are party factions in municipalities, and they 
may deal, with cases in the municipalities in such a way that Government 
may have to intervene. So. they ought to have that right. I, therefore, 
oppose both the amendments. 
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MaUlVi IYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw ray motion. 

The motion of Maulvi Majid Baksh was then, by leave of the Council, 
withdrawn. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Dr. llaridhaii Dutt was then put and 
lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 43 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


4- 15 p.m. 

Cl an sc 44. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 44 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


( louse 4$ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is t hat clause 43 Maud part of the 
Bill. 

Bibu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI : I beg to move that in 
clause 43, in line 1 , for the woids “at a meeting” the words “in the same 
meeting as referred to in sub-section (/) of section 42” he substituted. 

Sir, my object <n moving this amendment is to have the election of 
the chairman and vice-chuirmnn on the same du\ . If it is not done at 
the same meeting and I only the chairman i* first elected he will have his 
own likes and dislikes lor a particular individual and naturally much 
canvassing will go on and the exercise of the tree choice of the commis- 
sioners will be interfered with. 1 hope the llon’blt* Minister will accept 
this amendment 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, I support the amendment 
which hus just been moved by my esteemed friend Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chnudhun. It is a very reasonable amendment, and it is not only 
reasonable but this is the usual practice now followed in the munici- 
palities under the Bengal Municipal Act which is going to be revised 
and I think that the same procedure also prevails in the Local Self- 
Government Bill. If such a reasonable amendment is opposed, I do not 
know what amendment will be acceptable to Government. 
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Tdt Hon’Wt Mr. BUOY PR AMO SINGH ROY* Sir, if this 
amendment is opposed it will not debar the election of a chairman and 
vice-chairman on the same day. But for reasons beyond the control of 
the commissioners it may not be possible to elect the chairman and the 
vice-chairman on the same day. Suppose there is a dispute over the 
election of the vice-chairman and it may not be possible for the commis- 
sioners to elect the chairman and vice-chairman on the same day ? It is 
a most impracticable proposal. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister to the words “prescribed manner'’ which give 
sufficient power to bold the election of the chairman ami vice-chairman 
on tbs same day or at any other time? 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Exactly so: why 
should the hon'lde member fetter the discretion of the commissioners by 
providing that the election of chairman and vice-chairman shall be bold 
oil the sume da\ ? It may be possible for the Howruh Municipality, hut 
it may not he possible for other municipalities. So I say it is not only 
impracticable but highh unreasonable. 

The motion <>t Hahu Kishori Mohan t'luiudhuri was then put and 
lost. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: 1 be# to mo\e that to clause 4/> 
the tollowm^ he added, namely: — 

“and may similarly ele< I a second vice-chairman where the 
number of commissioners exceeds twelve; and a third vice- 
chairman where the numlter of commissioners exceeds 
twenty.” 


Sir, this motion I thought reasonable to move because in the original 
Bill I find there was a provision to that eflect but it was deleted by the 
Select Committee; I do not think that that was wine on the part of the 
Select Committee. B\ u<ccptnig this amendment we will be providing* 
many municipalities the advantage of getting the honorun services of 
more than one of their trusted representative*, and thus they will save 
the ratepayers’ money which otherwise the\ would have to pay and 
provide for highly paid officers, such as the appointment of executive 
officers or health officer* or law officer*. There are municipalities in 
which there are or there nun be among the elected commissioners 
qualified men in those special line* who would be quite willing to take 
the task of an executive officer or health officer or law officer if they are 
elected as vice-chairman and thus saddled with responsibility. 
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The responsibility of administration should be allowed to be shared 
amongst as many popular representatives as possible and this will 
certainly lead us more towards the advancement of the high ideals of 
democracy so much desired (although not done in practice everywhere) 
by the present Government. 

Sir, apart from this consideration there is another aspect of the 
question — the hoards will be much larger than at present, the number 
of commissioners will be increased almost in every municipality and in 
accordance with that it is meet and proper that the number of vice- 
chairmen should be increased as the work of the municipalities will also 
be much greater than now. It this paragraph is retained how many 
municipalities will he getting more than one vice-chairman — that is also 
a tiling to be seen and calculated. 1 do not think that more than half a 
dozen will get more than one* vice-chairman, and therefore it is extremely 
necessary to help those* municipalities in these days of financial crisis. 

Sir, with these words I commend my amendment for the acceptance 
ot the* House. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, having regard to the 
argument used by Dr. Ghose. 1 fail to see why he does not ask for 
something more, namely, one vice-chairman for each commissioner. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, 1 also oppose this 
amendment. 1 do not understand what his intentions are. He seems 
to have* some* contused ideas. Perhaps he wants the* services of u medical 
man or an engineer not in the capac ity of a medic al officer or engineer 
but as vice-chairman. Well, Sir, the vice-chairman should be one who 
can help the municipality in even wa \ . 1 do not understand how there 

can be* several vice-chairmen acting as advisory officers in regard to 
particular departments. It will be* very much like* the adage — too many 
cooks spoil the broth. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, where two doctors 
have failed to diagnose, I think it is the function of the layman to 
diagnose the disease*. I might explain why this clause w*as put in the 
Bill. The fact is that in almost all municipalities there is a sort of 
party feeling and possibly we may get rid of the bitterness of the party 
feeling if we can satisfy both the parties and from that point of view 
if it is possible to provide two vice-chairmen, it »s quite likely that all 
the parties will work harmoniously. To-day, Sir, the importance of 
municipal administration has very much increased and Government, 
thanks to its bad financial condition, have thrown much responsibilities 
on the municipalities, and I think it is time to consider whether 
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it would not he desirable to have more than one vice-chairman, 
if not three. The vice-chairman is responsible not only for the adminis- 
tration of the office, he is also responsible for the financial position of 
the municipality, the collection of rates and such other things. The 
vice-chairman cannot look after the collection work properly in view 
of the fact that he has other work to do. 1 do not want to dogmatise 
but this is a matter which is within the knowledge of main of the mem- 
bers here. I do not agree that in every municipuliU there should he 
tuoft* than one vice-chairman but where there are more than dt) com- 
missioners and the revenue is oxer a ceitam amount. Government might 
consider whether or not it is desirable tor such municipalities to have 
more than one vice-chan man. It is true, as Khan Bahadur Momiu 
points out. that there is the powei given to appoint executive officers, 
but I ask how niiiiix mum< ijwilities can ufloid to incur the expenditure 
of having executive officers, and attei all non-oflii ials are non-officials 
and it max not fie possible for a vice-chairman to cam on the work of 
collection, waterworks, lighting- and various othei matters; <A von K : 
scavenging) that is left to the chairman. Ibis is a matter which the 
House should consider before it votes down the amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. the Select 

Comffiittee, after xery serious consideration, rejected this clause Irom the 
Bill; but Government, however, would have no objection if the House 
would like to re-i riser t it. One thing I max point out. We have no 
faith in whole-fine chairman or viee-i Imirman who would like to act 
us engine**? s of executive offjieis or health officers or law* officers as Dr. 
(those suggested, heiau-e thc\ would he neither good chairmen or vice- 
chairmen nor good health office!** »»r engineers or law officers. It is 
potter that these posts should not be bouorarx but paid. 11, however, 
the House thinks that it is necessary in the interest of the inuniripulitieH 
to add to the number of vice-chairmen even on the ground advanced by 
Khan Bahadur Azi/ul ffaque, nameh . peace and harmonx in municipal 
administration, Government would not stand in the wax of this proposal 
being adopted. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Max 1 make a suggestion 
to the following effect : — 

“That to clause 4 A, the following la* added, namely; — 

‘and may similarly elect a second vice-chairman where the 
income of the municipality exceeds a sum to la* fixed by the 
Local Government?’ 


Tht Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Government will 
not oppose this amendment but will leave it to the rote of the Council. 
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Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: I beg to oppose both the 
original amendment and the amended amendment. Apart from anything 
else we know from bitter personal experience that in many of these 
smaller municipalities there is the chairman’s party and vice-chairman’s 
party and the addition of a second vice-chairman will mean the forma- 
tion of yet a third party and that will mean constant friction. It will 
lead only to complication. This is a reason in addition to what has 
been said by the previous speakers, for opposing the motions. 

(At 4-dO p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-40 p.m.j 

The following motion of Dr. Amulya Katun Ghose was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 

“That to clause 45 the following be added, namely: — 

‘and may similarly elect a second vice-chairman where the 
number of commissioners exceeds twelve; and u third vice- 
chairman where Ihe number of commissioners exceeds 
twenty.’ 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: In supporting or rather accepting 
the amendment proposed by Khan Bahadur Azizul llaque, I would just 
say a few words. The Minister a little while ago said that in the matter 
oi tins motion, Government would not oppose, but would leave it to the 
House. Therefore, while supporting that amendment, I beg to express 
more clearly that the second vice-chan man i-. proposed just to help the 
chairman in his onerous dutie- A chan man 1 * generally elected from 
among the elected non-official lomm sooner*, and as he can discharge the 
functions of the chairman ol even such a big municijmlitv as the Howrah 
Municipality, if will not he difficult tor otliei < ommissiemers to equally 
discharge the difficult duties ol vice-chairmen. Theie is no dearth of 
sell-sacrificing men among the people to offer honoran services for the 
benefit of their munic ipalities Suc h viee-c hairmeii need not have the 
spec ial qualifications of the health officers or law officers, or executive 
officers, hut may just he people experienced in general administrative 
work. Just as our Hon hie Ministers administer certain portfolios in 
which they are not experts or specialists, in the same way vice-c hairmen 
should be people of that sort, experienc ed in general administrative work. 
Just as want of special qualifications in their Ministers does not deter 
Government from appointing them in charge of portfolios which are 
administered by the health officers, the law officers, etc., so the want of 
spec n I qualifications In second vice-chairmen need not be a liar to their 
bolding charge of important departments; but if they be men with special 
qualifications at the same time then this arrangement will save the 
municipalities a lot of money as salary of high-pAid officers with special 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


m 


im) 

qualiitcations, only military inspectors, junior health officers or junior 
ptaeMfera with lesser qualifications even consequently on ami leaser pay 
will very well satisfy the needs of the municipalities. With these words 
1 whole-heartedly support the amendment of Khan Bahadur Atisul 
Ha q ue. 

Babu SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: 1 rise to oppose the amendiiieut. 
it is an attempt to get a second string 1° the how of the muuicipalitv. 
If one is mending, the other will work, hut unfortunntely, at times this 
will create perpetual disputes and dissert horn* which will bring the 
municipal machinery into a standstill ; on this score I oppose the motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not want to 
apeak hut would leave it to the vote of the House. 

The motion that to clause 4o the following he added, namely: — 

"and may similarly elect a second vice-chairman where the 
income of the municipality exceeds a sum to lie fixed hy the 

Leal Government" 

was then put and a division asked for. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: ( While the Ih\ ision Bell 
was tinging): N it possible for us to know the decision of the House 
hy raising out hand-*, at ihis stage, so thut more time might not he lost 
over a div ision . v 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It would he simple! il \i»u d«» not challenge thf, 
decision which I may give on the strength ot voices. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Tha PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 4 > stand part of tlie 
Bill. 

The motion na* put and agreed to. 


('lame 4G. 

Mr. PRESIDENT? T he question is that clause 46 stand part of the 
BUI. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to move that clause 46 l»e 
omitted. This clause must he omitted because the Government has a 
peculiar bias to force upon the people things not desired by the people 
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and thereto! e people have not much confidence in the bureaucracy. The 
popular representations are not always heard with impartiality tor reasons 
political, there are many things in which the Government is interested 
and it is rightly feared that the judgment of the Government is likely 
to he a vitiated one. Particularly, when the chairman or vice-chairman 
happens to he sitting chairman or vice-chairman then to do anything 
against them by the ratepayers is an impossible task. Usually such 
chairman or vice-chairman having been in touch with the officials of the 
Government by virtue of their holding office gets a favour oftener than 
not, whereas the ratepayers or the public can hardly get the same amount 
of advantage as the party opposite get. Then again the officials of the 
Government have a fad of showing too much liberality in matters of local 
self-government, they summarily dismiss by saying that we do not want 
to interfere in municipal matters, they want us to fight amongst ourselves 
and enjoy thereby. Another difficulty is this that the officials do not 
know the intricacies of civil and criminal law and they are not accustomed 
to hear cases and judge over cases and therefore it is not desirable to 
depend on them in such cases of vital importance relating to the chair- 
manship or vice-chairmanship of a municipality. The case of Howrah 
will illustrate clearly how the officials have compelled the ratepayers 
to seek relief in the civil court. This case alone is a strong ground for 
the deletion of the clause. Sir, it is known by this time to almost all 
the members of this House that the Chairman of the Howrah Municipality 
resigned his office for reasons which he assigned in his letter and that 
resignation was accepted by Government. 


5 p.m. 

When it was accepted h\ 1 lie Government a notice for holding 
another meeting to elect a chan man of this niunici|Mility was circulated 
and when that notice was circulated the commissioners came to know that 
the chairman who had resigned and the resignation had been accepted 
by Government will again stand a** a candidate and actually on the day 
of election he was duly proposed for election and another candidate was 
also proposed for election. After both the candidates were duly proposed 
and seconded the election of the old chairman wa* objected to by certain 
commissioners of the municipality on the ground that he was not eligible 
according to the Bengal Municipal Act to stand again as a candidate and 
the contending commissioner wa*< armed with Advocate-General's opinion 


ftai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTT: Sir, on a point of order, 
may 1 inquire whether the case of Mr. Baroda Prosad Pyne is still tub 
judtee ? 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: I am not aware whether it is so. Are you sure 
that it is not, Dr. Ghose? 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E! Sir, an appeal has been pending. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you had better not refer to it. Y oil are 
not permitted to refer to matters which are connected with a ease that is 
pending. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: All right, Sir. My experience in 
that when official-, could have given their opinion on a matter when that 
opinion was sought by both the contending putties of tin* municipality, 
and they did not give that opinion and gave no reason for doing so, the 
commissioners had no other alternative, ami will have no other alterna- 
tive in future, but to go to the civil courts for seeking relief, in order to 
put a check upon u municipality imm doing something which was 
illegal. Knowing that a tiling which was illegal was going to be 
perpetuated hy the municipality, the officials remained neutral and took 
no part. In that ease it seems, Sir. the civil court is the only place 
where the aggrieved parties can get their relief The officialdom will 
he a veritable Damocles sword hanging over the heads of the executives 
of municipalities and, therefore, they will never be able to work and 
carry on the administration with that amount of independence, straight- 
forwardness and freedom an they "til when the clause will he deleted 
Sir, it is not only in the case of the (hainuan or the vrce-c hairman or 
the ratepayers but everybody, whether he is a chairman or vice-chair- 
man or any of the ratepayers, when their grievance cannot l>e redressed 
by the deersion of the officials, will have no other alternative but to go 
to the civil court and spend a lot of money to have their grievances 
redressed. 

Now, Sir, if this clause be not deleted, then the chan man, vice- 
chairman and executives of the municipality will become veritable slaves 
to the officialdom because they will know’ that their fate lies finally in 
the hands of the local Government and the Iercal Government will dec ide 
their fate. If this clause is not deleted, the Ac t will be a vicious one 
and however much the Rou ble Minister may console us that the Act 
will be a great improvement, I may tell him that the A< t will be a very 
retrograde one ami quite unbecoming of the present-day advanc ed condi- 
tion of the country. The right of the ratepayers to seek relief at the civil 
courts is a right which they have enjoyed since the day of the establish- 
ment of Government, the right which has Wen obtained from the 
Imperial Legislature and the British Parliament, cannot and should not. 
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in any circumstances, be taken away by a local legislature. In support 
of this argument, let me, Sir, quote the words of an eminent jurist and 
a Judge of the Calcutta High Court, as reported at page 339 of the Indian 
Law Reports 17, Calcutta 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I rise 
on a point of order? Is the mover questioning the right of this legisla- 
ture to legislate? 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CH08E: Sii, 1 am saving that the inherent 
right of the people cannot lie taken away by the local legislature 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If Dr. Ghost* is merely arguing it as a matter 
of abstract principle, then the llon’ble Minister will be well advised not 
to take notice of it. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN GH08E: Sir, this is what we find in the 
Law Report, to which I have just leferred: — 

“We think that it is most lamentable that acts should be drawn, as 
they too often are, without intelligent consideration of, or that anxious 
regard tor, private rights which ought to be the study of every Legisla- 
ture that springs from English authority.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need labour that point any 
further. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Very well. Sir. A proposal like 
this, so bad, so unjust and devoid of all sound principles, has only 
become possible — even to find a plaice in the Report ot the Select Com- 
mittee because the Government know how secure is their position in the 
present Council. Sir, if this is not deleted, the statutory right to go to 
civil courts in respect of any matter affecting the constitution of a 
municipality will be cruelly snatched away 

Sir, 1 therefore implore the members of this Council not to be so 
though tie**, so blind, so regardless ot future consequences from which 
they themselves will suffer in future. May I alsb implore the Hon’ble 
Minister and appeal to his good sense that he will not oppose my amend- 
ment as he has already done in some instances before? Although 
whatever the Government will do will be carried is the position prevail- 
ing in the Council for the present, yet in this matter I atill entertain the 
hope that the members, whether elected or nominated, will not cast their 
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vote not against my amendment but also against the long-established 
right of the people. At the present moment when the British Govern- 
ment are trying to vest India with real power 

Mr. PRKSIOKMT: What are you driving at? 

Dr. AMtfLYA RATAN CHOSE* Sir. in the present state of 
things, it is unthinkable that this Council will keep the executives of 
municipalities in perpetual bondage to the officialdom. Only one argu- 
ment will be advanced in favour of the retention of the clause and that 
is the delay in civil courts. To that I shall say in reply that delays also 
occur un pardonably in cases when the Government are concerned, some- 
times tw r o or three months as we know — and that should not be the 
ground, nay the pretext by which the inherent right of the* people can 
be taken away. Then there is the law’s delay 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you are repenting what you said 
before. I did not stop you then because I thought that you were merely 
enunciating an abstract principle, but I now find that \ou are giving 
undue stress to the point. I may say to you that inherent or private 
rights of the people are circumscribed within the bounds of law for all. 
So, it is wholly wrong on the part of a member of a legislature to take 
shelter behind the undefined inherent rights of man with the ulterior 
motive of questioning its right to legislate on matters whic h relate to 
civic responsibilities or constitutional obligations of u citisen in respect 
of a statutory body established by law. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* Sir, very well, I shall not lay 
stress on that point. There is the law’s delays committee which has 
done much to expedite the trials in many cases, c.f/., the Howrah case, 
whic h would otherwise have taken much longer, With these observa- 
tions, I commend my amendment to the acceptance of the House. 

R«i Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, I rise in support of the 
amendment. <#ovenunent have already retained enough power of con- 
trol under numerous clauses of the Hill and I think additional hands 
will be necessary for the purpose of discharging the onerous duties 
already taken up by the Government. Moreover, the wordings of this 
clause 4ti, are very very vague. It comes in conflict with the princ iple 
of clause 33 of the Bill. Sir, it has been suid in the clause “if uny 
dispute arises,” but nothing has been enunciated here as to what sort 
of dispute is meant. Now in another clause, namely 33, we find that if 
the validity of any election of a commissioner is brought in question 
by any person, be may file an application before the District Judge. The 
District Judge has got some power to deal with the question of validity 
of election of commissioners under clause 33 of the Bill. 


15 
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Here is another section, section 46, by which the Government retains 
the power, if any dispute arises as to the election of the chairman, and 
for this the llon’ble Miuister will find that the principle of both these 
sections are conflicting. What does he mean by the words “any 
dispute” Y I submit that this clause, if adopted, would be highly 
dangerous because it comes directly in conflict with the principle of clause 
$1. Here again, we find that if any dispute arises as to the election of a 
chairman or vice-chairman, the matter shall be referred to the Local 
Government whose decision shall be final and shall not be questioned 
in any court. I think, Sir, that when there is already a section, this 
dispute if concerning the legality or validity of an election, and if there 
be any corrupt practice, all these things can be decided by the District 
Judge, but the power vested in the District Judge is going to he taken 
away or modified by clause 46. If we adopt this clause, it would rather 
curtail the principle already adopted by clause -M, and, moreover, the 
Government proposes to take upon itself many, many powers which, I 
think, the Government should not retain with it because then the duties 
will be very heavy, and Government’s task would he very troublesome, 
and tor these reasons, I think, this clause 46 should he deleted. Again, 
the wording of this section seems to he very vague. Unless some expla- 
nation is inserted therein that its existence is required, apart from 
clause 1 think hon’ble members should not support clause 46. With 
these remarks, I support t lie amendment. 


The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. First of all, I shall try to reply to the point 
raised by Km Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen. He says that there is a con- 
flict between ttie provisions of clause and this clause, namely 46. 

Clause M is about the election of commissioners, and not the election 
of the chairman. There is the distinction. The power of the District 
Judge has been given when there is a dispute over the election of com- 
missioners, ami not the chairman or vice-chairman. So evidently, there 
is no dispute as my friend seems to think. 

As regards the amendment of Dr. Ghose, he has got no confidence 
in the officials, and he thinks that if this power is given to the Govern- 
ment, the chairman and vice-chairman would be veritable slaves; that 
is the expression he used. The Select Committee, after very careful 
consideration, in view of the experience which the members of the 
Select Committee as well as Government had during the leBt few years, 
introduced this salutary provision, namely, that Government’s decision 
would not be questioned in any court of law. The case of Howrah 
Municipality is a case in point. Mr. Pyne resigned 
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AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: On a point of order, Sir, can the 
Ho&’bie Minister refer to the merits of a ease which is sui) judiceY 

SAr* PRESIDENT: Probably the Hon'ble Minister is not going to 
refer to the case. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I am not going 
into the merits of the ease but 1 may point out that since Mr. Pyne 
resigned there is no Chairman of Howrah Municipality, and the muni- 
cipality of Howrah, which is next to the Calcutta Corporation, is now 
without its official head. It this matter were left to Government it 
would have been settled without much delay, so in the interests of 
municipal administration it is necessary that there should be a speedy 
disposal, and there should be this power in the hands of Government. 
Or. Ghose said that officials have got a bias generally in favour of the 
sitting chairman and vice-chairman. Nothing of the kind. Whatever 
might he the intention of Dr. Ghose he argued all the time against 
himselt. There is no case, 1 would point out, where the officials did 
interfere in favour of the chairman who resigned; they adopted an 
absolutely neutral attitude. That does show that Government do not 
take an interest in individuals connected with local bodies, but in its 
general administration. They are certainly anxious for the purity of 
the administration, they are anxious to see that the administration of 
municipalities goes on uninterruptedly, and they tin not care who becomes 
the ( hail mun or w ho resigns. They deal with them as A, H or C, and if 
this power is given to Go\ eminent there is absolutely no danger what- 
soever, but there will be the facility of disusing of cases without 
unnecessary delay. 1 do not think it is necessary for me to multiply 
instances to the House to show that local bodies do suffer often for 
matters being taken to civil courts. It is highly undesirable and 
unreasonable that disputes over elections of chairmen and vice-chair- 
men should be brought to civil courts, and that matters should come to 
a standstill in a municipalitv. Any one who has got the interests of 
local bodies at heart, any one who wants to see that our local bodies 
should thrive and should not be used as an arena for personal strife, 
should oppose the amendment and support the clause. 

Bibu HARIBANSA ROY : I support this amendment for the simple 
reason that the right to question the decision that exists under the pre- 
sent law should be retained, and if this clause is retained, this right 
will be taken away from the people. In the case of Howrah, although 
the civil court has given an injunction yet no meeting has been called, 
and GovernmenT has not interfered in the matter. 

With these words I beg to support this amendment. 

The motion of Or. Amulya Ratan Ghose was then put and lost. 
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Maulvi H ASSAM ALI: I beg to more that in clause 46, in lines 2 
and ii, for the words "Local Government” the words "District Judge” 
be substituted. 

The District Judge under this Bill shall be a sort of special tribunal 
for the settlement of election disputes in connection with the election 
of commissioners. Disputes regarding the election of the chairman and 
vice-chairman should be settled by him and not by the Local Govern- 
ment. On that principle the lessening of the control of the Local 
Government in the affairs of self-governing institutions should be given 
effect to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. The District Judge should come in only if there is 
a suit, hut if the matter can be settled by arbitration I do not think 
it is the function of the District Judge. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I do not understand 
when the Minister says that the District Judge will only come in if there 
is a suit. The section, if it is amended in the terms proposed by the 
hon’ble mover, will itself give jurisdiction to the District Judge apart 
from any suit to act as a referee not in his capacity as a civil court, and 
under section 4(i, his decision on this question will he final. I do not 
see any reason why t he Government should oppose this amendment nor 
wfi\ it should be so anxious to have the power in this matter in their 
hands. There would arise questions of law and tact which the Govern- 
ment has no machinery to dispose of with greater effirieney than the 
District Judge himself, and there is no reason to apprehend in this case 
any greater delay than would arise if the matter rested on the derision 
of the Local Government. The Local Government would have to decide 
on the facts of the ease and with reference to their legal aspect; the 
District Judge will do the same thing but the District Judge would be 
more competent being a civil court, to decide the questions. Secondly, 
the District Judge can be approached and can dispose of the case much 
more quickly than the Local Government can possibly hope to do. In 
the case of the Government deciding the case, when a dispute would 
arise, the municipality would have ordinarily to send the matter to the 
District Magistrate, the District Magistrate would send it to 
the Commissioner, the Commissioner to the Local Government 
and the Local Government might send it bock again to the 
District Magistrate for further report and the matter would bo hung 
up. On the other hand, if the matter goes to the District Jud#e, 
he takes the evidence as it is and proceeds upon it or even takes 
evidence on affidavit and disposes of the matter there and then without 
any further delay. If speed ie the thing the Hon’ble Minister wants, 



i93a] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 




thu u the way to get it. If efficiency ami proper decision of the qnee- 
tiOB M what the Minister wants, then also this is the wav to get it. II 
it is a question of having the whole thing in the hands of the Government 
then he must oppose it. 


• AT I! EM ° RA NATH B0Y: 1 <» -PPor, this 

amendment The D.stnct Judge being .he higl.es. judicial officer in 
the district, his decision commands more respect. Rut if the decision is 
that of the Local Government, it wo.,1,1 be hs.kcd upon with suspicion 
while the decision of the District Judge would be above suspicion 


Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: I beg to support .be amend- 
ment. on the grounds put forward by Dr. Sen Gupta. The Distriot Judge 
m place of the Local Government may act as a referee and may have the 
special opportunities ot hearing the parties orally or through affidavits, 
and he being a local man will be better able to judge the case than the 
Local Government who shall have to decide the rase on the reports of 
the executive officer*. So. 1 think the amendment of Mnnlvi Hnssnn Ali 
should be accepted. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Will the District Judge hear lawyers? 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE : He may or he may not. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, 1 am extremely pleased to lie*r 
from Dr. Sen Gupta that the public would prefer the decision of the 
District sludge than the decision of the Minister. A District Judge, as 
a judge, is mere I \ a |*irt of the great machinery of the judiciary. Hr 
is subject to the orders of the High C ourt ns a judge. Hut otherwise he 
is an official, a member of the Indian Civil Service or otherwise appointed, 
and 1 do not think he is more trustworthy than the Minister res|K)n*ihle 
to this House. I do not think I need say anything more against this 
amendment. The general principle that Government should decide these 
disputes has already been incepted by the House and this is a minor 
amendment. Leave it to Government hut not to any official who happen* 
to be in the district. 

Th* motion of Maulvi Hassan Ali was then put and a division taken 
with the following result: — 


AYES. 


th 
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Mittra, Baku tint Chandra. 
Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Bay, tabu Khattar Mahan. 

Bay, Mr. BhautJ lhakharaawar. 
Baut, Babu Hoiani. 

Bay, aahu Haribanta. 


A mi, Nawabzada Khwaja Muhammad, 
Khan Bahadur. 

All, Maulvi Syad Naushar. 

Armstrang, Mr. W. L. 

Austin. Mr. 4, M. 

Bakth, Maulvi fyad Majid. 

Bal, Babu Lalit Kumar. 

Barma, Bai Sahib Panshanan. 

•irtimyra, Mr. H. 

•landy, Mr. E. N. 

Basa, Mr. S. M. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi All* 
muuaman. 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Haftxur 
Bahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Syad Osman Haidar. 
Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmad. 

Cahan, Mr. D. 4. 

Cappintar, MajarOanaral W. V. 

Das, Bai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Oas, Bai Bahadur Satyandra Kumar. 

Dutt, Bai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan. 

Faraqui, tha Hon'bls Nawab K. Q. M., 
Khan Bahadur. 

Faweus, Mr. L. B. 

Farrastar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Oangali, Bai Bahadur lusil Kumar. 
Chuxnavi, tha Han'bls AlhadJ Sir Abdsl- 
karim. 

Qitshrist, Mr. B. N. 

Ouha, Babu Prafulia Kumar. 

Gupta, Mr. 4, H. 

Haqus, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul. 
Handarsan, Mr. A. 0. B. 

Nadia, Mr. 4. D. V. 

Hasain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. 
Nassaln, Maulvi Muhammad. 

The Ayes beinjj 19 and the* Noe 


Bay, Babu Jitsndra Nath. 

Bay, Babu Satyandra Nath. 
Samad, Maulvi Abdus. 

San, Bai Sahib Akshay Kumar. 
San Cupta, Dr. Narsth Chandra. 


Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Amin»uz*Zaman. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Bazaur Bahman. 

Millar, ths Han'bls Sir Pravash Chundsr. 
Mamin, Khan Bdhadur Muhammad Abdul. 
Martimar, Mr. H. B. 

Mulliek, Mr. Mukunda Bshary. 

Handy, Maharaja Sris Chandra, af Kasim- 
bazar. 

Nazimuddin, ths Han'bls Mr. Khwaja. 
Patrs, Mr. B. F. 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Bahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Bay, Babu Amulyadhan. 

Bay, Babu Nagsndra Narayan. 

Bsid, ths Hon'bls Mr. B. N. 

Bats, Mr. 4. 

Boy, Mr. Sailsswar Singh. 

Bay, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Bey, ths Hon'bls Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. 
Sahana, Babu Satya Kinkar. 

Sarktr, Bobs Booed Bikari. 

Barker, Bai Sahib Bsbati Mahan. 

San, Mr. B. B. 

Sen, Mr. Oiris Chandra. 

Sinha, Baja Bahadur Bhupondra Narayan, 
of Hashipur. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 

Towns nd, Mr. H. P. V. 

Twynam, Mr. H. 4. 

Wilkinson, Mr. H. B. 

Wood head, ths Han'bls Mr. 4 . A. 


00, the motion was lost. 


6-00 p.m. 

Baby KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I be ff to move that in 
clause 40, in hues d and 4, the words “and shall not be questioned in 
any court” be omitted. 

If anybody feels aggrieved in the Government decision there should 
not be any liar to his seeking remedy in the civil court. If it is said 
that tiie word "final*' is quite sufficient then I sav the words are not 
necessary, but that is not the correct view; otherwise the Select 
Committee would not have added these words. The power of interference 



1932.] GOVERNMENT BILLS 231 

of th# civil court should not be curtailed. The decision of the local court 
is generally based upon the magisterial reports. In fact both sides are 
not really represented there. In law courts all facts and legal questions 
are properly thrashed and considered. If for some reason or other one 
is inclined to seek redress in civil court the question of cost is his con- 
cern. The municipal administration should not be affected thereby. 
The privilege of seeking redress of grievances, if any, is very valuable 
and is a necessity in many cases and I think it is not reasonable to 
curtail it. For these reasons I appeal to the Hon 'Me Minister to accept 
my amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, I 
am sorry to state that the purpose behind thin Hill has been misunder- 
stood. There is a great defect in the present Act and it is that some- 
times it becomes necessary for the civil courts to determine the affairs 
of local bodies to such an extent that the administration is not only 
jeopardized but almost biought to a standstill. And the principle 
underlying this Bill is that, as far as possible, this matter, which is only 
a question of form or technique, should not be a determining factor in 
the affairs of a tutiuh ipulit\ , so as to be sufficient to stop the working of 
the municipality. 

S;i, 1 do not want to mention names, but I fully remember an instance 
which ultimately led to communal riots. The civil court gave an 
injunction; the injunction wa* issued; t lie chairman was arrested and sent 
to prison, this bringing in a certain amount of communal tinge in the 
affairs of the munic ipality, which, us I have already said, led to communal 
riots. And. after all, what does it matter it certain technical detail* 
are not observed?' The whole principle behind the present Act is that 
if there are any disputes, they should be referred to the Local Govern- 
ment. I could have quite understood if my friend* hail asked that both 
the parties in a local body should be allowed to represent their case* 
when the matter was referred to the Ixical Government. If the matter 
were referred to a civil court, it would certainly be a drag on the affair* 
of a municipality , from which it would be very difficult to extricate the 
municipality. 

5-4 o p.m. 

What would be the ultimate result? I know of a certain munici- 
pality where expenditure on pleaders’ fees ran to several thousands, even 
though it was not possible for the municipality to meet the bare needs 
such a* conservancy and similar other things. In that case I feel that 
it would be desirable to leave such matters to the Ixu-al Government to 
decide, subject to certain safeguards, and I do not think that the civil 
court «houid be the determining factor in such case*. 
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Or. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I fail to see the point 
of Khan Bahadur Azizul Haque’s objection, because if the amendment 
is carried it will make no difference whatever. The words “decision 
shall be final “ in the clause means that the decision is final and there are 
rulings of the High Court to the effect that when a decision is declared 
to be iinal, no civil suit lies. Therefore the words which Bobu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri wants to delete are words of supererogation and all the 
arguments adduced in favour or against the amendment are beside the 
point. 

Rai Bahadur SATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJf? Sir, I support the 
amendment. With regard to J)r. N. C. Sen Gupta's argument that the 
words “and shall not be questioned in any court” are superfluous in view 
of the inclusion of the word * ‘final’ * in the clause, they may be so, so far 
as the executive Government is concerned. Sir, two points have been 
urged in support of the retention of these words. The first is that to 
give the civil courts jurisdiction over these matters will be to interfere 
with the municipal administration of the country. The reply to this 
is that this interference can be avoided in another way without taking 
away the jurisdiction of the civil courts. The interference of the civil 
court lies in the granting of temporary injunctions, and Khan Bahadur 
Axizul Uaijuc has given an example of the consequence of such injunc- 
tion. But that sort of interference can very well be avoided by making 
a provision to the effect that the civil court shall not have the power to 
issue temporary injunctions. 

The second point which has been urged in this connection is the ques- 
tion of expemhture in which the municipalities will be involved, and 
Khun Bahadur Ascizul Haque has said that if civil courts are allowed to 
interfere, the municipalities will have to go in for heavy expenditure. 
But 1 submit, Sir, that such suits are of a personal nature, and I do not 
understand why in a private suit in which the chairman is concerned as 
a private individual municipal funds should be spent, and as a matter 
of fact municipal funds are never allowed to be spent in a case in which 
the chairman is concerned in his personal capacity. Such suit* in which 
the chairman is involved not for his official act but for his personal and 
individual action, should be fought out from his private funds. 

Now, the question is whether the jurisdiction of the civil court* in 
such matters should be taken away. Are instances of such cases so 
numerous as to justify the taking away of this power of the civil court? 
The case of Howrah has been cited as an instance in point. Bnt, Sir, 
the situation there was of the chairman's own seeking. He resigned and 
after resigning he sought re-election, and the case arose over the inter- 
pretation of a particular section as to whether having once resigned he 
could seek re-election. Sir, the people of this country have greater cm* 
tidence in judicial decisions than in executive decisions, because judicial 
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decisions are arrived at after mature consideration of all facts and after 
considering all points of view. Therefore both the poiuts aimed at, 
namely, that there should be no interference by civil court* in the shape 
of temporary injunctions and no expenditure of municipal funds should 
be incurred in such suits, can be met by a suitable provision to the effect 
that civil courts shall not issue temporary injunctions. If they do not 
issue temporary injunction, then the man in office will continue to act. 
The only question is that his election may be declared void biter on after 
the suit is heard. But that will not interfere with the municipal work. 
So I submit that the Hon’ble Minister shall think over the matter and 
if, as 1 have suggested, the difficulties anticipated, iianteh , deadlock in 
municipal administration and the spending of mitiiici]ml funds, can be 
obviated without depriving the civil courts of their jurisdiction, that 
would undoubtedly be welcomed by the people of the country. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Sir, I find that my name is also 
associated with this amendment. I would appeal to the 11 on* bio 
Minister to remember the la» t that we Bengalees aic rather jeulous of 
our legal rights, and that we would feel it keenly if we were absolutely 
denied the right of resorting to the civil court in a matter of this 
description. Sir. with your permission may I suggest an amendment 
to the effect that the decision of Government shall 1 m* final ami shall 
continue in operation until and unless it is reversed b\ a final decree of 
the civil court ? If a c lause like this is introduced, all the objec tions 
that might be urged against the amendment as it stands will 1 m* 
obviated. Sir, there has always been a certain amount of jealousy 
between the Judiciary and the Executive. We have hud this 
antagonism rather aggravated under the peculiar conditions of British 
Indian history. I would appeal therefore to the Jlon’blc Minister who 
was at one time an advocate of the High Court, not to forget the 
feelings of his own countrymen. I do not wish that the smooth work- 
ing of the municipalities should in any way be interfered with. On 
the other hand, the suggestion I have made will obviate the difficulties 
that have been foreshadowed ; that is to *u> , thut after Government has 
given its decision, that decision shall continue in operation until and 
unless it is reversed by a final decree of the civil court. Sir, if you 
will allow me to put in this amendment, I think it will do away with 
all difficulties. 

Mr. BfIBBIIIBMTt I have no objection. 

Khan Batafcir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMINs Sir. I rise to 
oppoae both the amendment and the amendment to the amendment. In 
doing so I do not mean any disrespect or want of confidence in the civil 
court*. What is aimed at by the abolition of the jurisdiction of the 
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civil court in to minimise litigation as much as possible. We have 
experience that people who are dissatisfied for any reason go to the 
civil court not so much for getting redress as for delaying the success 
of their opponents. And when they do go to the civil court, certain 
legal formalities have to be observed which necessarily delay matters 
and put great difficulties in the way of proper civic administration. If 
these cases go to the Local Government the decision will be swift and 
sure, and the Local Government will always be guided by actual facta. 
For these reasons the words “and shall uot be questioned in any court** 
were inserted by the Select Committee. 


Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S 1 beg to support the amendment 
as also the proposed amendment of Mr. Chatterjee. Sir, it has been 
urged that to retain the jurisdiction of the civil court will be to hamper 
the municipal administration of the country. I do not understand why 
there should be such an apprehension. If the election of chairman is 
questioned, the vice-chairman is there to do the work of the chairman. 
If the elections of both are in dispute there may be a fresh election. 
The Hon’ble Minister cited the case of Howrah where the case regarding 
the election of the chairman has been going on for a long time. But 
this is due more to the dilutoriness of the officials than that, of the law 
courts. The dilatoriness on the part of the officials is no less than the 
dilatoriness on the part of the civil courts. The civil courts, as far as 
1 know, deal with these important cases with great care, and they 
always make serious attempt to dispose of these cases as soon as possible. 
The low'er court has decided the case two or three months before and 
although an appeal has been preferred there is no order of injunction* 
against holding meetings and electing another man as chairman, but so 
far that has not been done and the Government is also sleeping over the 
matter. Why not the Government ask the municipality to elect a chair- 
man immediately ? Is this the way how' the Government will settle 
matters speedier than the civil courts? 

The Ho* 1 We Mr. BUOY PRASAD tlNCH ROY! Sir, I am eon? 
I must oppose both the amendments. Mr. Chatterjee said that the 
Bengalees are very jealous of their civil rights. I do appreciate this state- 
ment, but I think the time has come when we should be more practical, 
and instead of taking disputes in connection with the municipal affaire to 
civil courts we should try to dispose of them straightaway, so as not to 
hamper the administration of the municipalities. I think that 
Mr. Chatterjee and leaders like him should make an appeal to Oil 
House to be more practical. That is what I expect of the leaders, 
because that is a thing which is very much lacking in the Bengalee 
character. 
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Dr. Ghose Has said that if there* is a civil suit with regard to the 
election of the chairman, the vice-chairman could carrv on. Suppose 
the rice-chairman belongs to the same party, the same school of 
thought, as the chairman, as is actually the case in Howrah.. The 
result will practically be the same. 

Dr. Sen Gupta has said that the words “and shall not be questioned 
in any court” are not necessary, that the word “final” in the clause is 
quite enough and that there are rulings of the High Court to this effect. 
Well, Sir, this may be the ruling to-day, but the ruling may be changed 
to-morrow. For these reasons Government waut to make this statutory 
provision in order to make the position quite clear. Government’s 
intention was explained in connection with the debate over another 
amendment which was moved by Di. Amulya l'tatan Ghoae. We want 
the municipalities to carry on their work smoothly without being 
hampered by the civil courts. It is not fair to the local bodies that they 
should he mixed up in civil suits and their work held up. 


Mr. B. G. CHATTER JEE: What about my amendment® 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: If 

Mr. Chatterjee’s amendment is accepted it will make matters worse, 
because in that case Government will perhaps be made a party, a suit 
may be instituted against the Secretary of State, and that means 
more delay and more expenditure. I would oppose this amendment and 
I appeal to the House to think of the poor municipalities and not of the 
chairmen or vice-chairmen who take recourse to these suits to satisfy 
their personal vanity. If these amendments are carried it will satisfy 
them only and nobody else. 

The motion that in clause 4b, in lines 3 and 4, for the words “and 
•ball not he questioned in any court” the words “and shall continue in 
operation until and unless it is reversed by a final decree of the civil 
court” be substituted was then put and lost. 

i 

The motion of B&bu Kishori Mohan Chaudburi was then, by leave 
of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 46 stand part of the 

m. 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 47 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 47 stand part of the 
Bill. * 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 48 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that clause 48 
(2) be omitted. 

In section 48 (/) the chairman shall, for the transaction of the 
business connected with this Act, or for the purpose of making any 
order authorised thereby, exercise all the powers vested by this Act in 
the commissioners, and in sub-clause (2) of clause 48, it is provided 
that in any municipality where an executive officer is appointed under 
clause ( n) of sub-section (/) of section Cff the commissioners at a 
meeting may, notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (7), 
delegate to him all or any ot the powers of the commissioners referred 
to in the said sub-section. 

The position, 1 am afraid, will be anomalous. It will lead to com- 
plications and bumper municipal work. The existence of two executive 
heads will not bo conducive to the proper administration of a 
municipality. 

The Hon’bla Mr. BUOY PRABAD SINGH ROY: Sir, a munici- 
pality cannot he expected to appoint an executive officer merely for the 
luxury of having an executive officer. If executive officers are 
appointed they should be made useful, otherwise I do not see any 
reason why public money should be wasted. Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai said that there would be two executive authorities and it would 
lead to friction. He is against any delegation of powers. If any 
power is not delegated, may I know what justification is there for any 
such appointment at all? An executive officer when he is appointed 
would be really au executive head, ami not the chairman or the vice- 
chairman who will be only a sort of speaker of the municipality at 
their meeting. That is the intention of the Act. It is only in big 
municipalities that the appointment of executive officers is contem- 
plated ; so I do not think there is any justification for moving this 
amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lotft. 
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Rai Bahuhir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I beg to move that 
in clauae 4 8(2), ill lines 1 and 2, for the words, brackets and figures “an 
executive officer is appointed under clause (iV) of sub-section (1) of 
section 63“ the words “any officer is appointed under section 63“ be 
substituted. 


Section 63 of the Bill provides for the appointment of certain officers 
such as secretaries, engineers, health officers and one or more sanitary 
inspectors. Clause 48 provides for the entrusting of certain duties to 
the executive officers where such officers have been appointed. But I 
think that not only the executive officers but other officers appointed 
under clause 63 may also be entrusted with some powers by the 
chairman. For instance, the health officer 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: May 1 be 

permitted to point out one tiling, Sir^ This amendment is out of place 
here; it is more apposite to clause 41) which deals with the delegation of 
powers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you convinced. Bui Bahadur Y 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI : No. Sir, I am not, 
because clause 41) contains a reference to c lause 6!) ami not to clause 63. 
I have another amendment to move with regard to clause 41). I am not 
moving it now nor do I intend to withdraw it hut 1 am making out my 
case for the purpose of my present amendment. Mv point is this; that 
not only the executive officer hut other officers appointed undci section 
63 should also he entrusted with 

The Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Ma> I know if 
the speech that is beinjr delivered now is in connection with this amend- 
ment or the one that is g-oinjr to follow in connection with another 
clause ? 

Rii Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: With regard to 

this amendment, eertainlv. Wi*h these words, I formally move my 
amendment. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 oppose the 
amendment, Sir. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji was then put 
and loot. 
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MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: 1 beg: to move that in clause 

48 (2), in linen 3 to 0, for the words beginning: with “the commissioners 
at a meeting may” and ending with “referred to in the said sub-section*’ 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

“the chairman shall cease to exercise all powers except those 
conferred by sections 72, 73, 74, 77, 78 and 92 and the 
executive officer shall exercise all the powers expressly 
reserved for the chairman under this Act except those 
mentioned above and also such other powers of the commis- 
sioners as mav be delegated to him by the commissioners at 
a meeting.” 

Sir, in case all the powers are not delegated to the executive officer, 
the chairman will continue to exercise those powers not delegated to the 
executive officer. There will then be two executive heads working side 
by side. Euless full powers are given to the executive officer, there 
cannot be any justification for 1ns appointment. Divided respon- 
sibility may lead to f rid ioii ami theiebv hamper municipal work. One 
man should be held solely responsible foi the proper administration of 
the municipality. If an executive officei is appointed, the chairman 
should <ease to function and should not exercise the powers of the 
commissioners and those poweis gi\en to him by the Act. His powers 
should be limited to the calling of meetings and presiding over them. 
As divided responsibility does invariable, lead to Diction and clash, I 
hope the Ilon'ble Minister will see ins wa\ to accept my amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN CUPTA: May I point out that 
there is apparently a printing mistake in the amendment? My amend- 
ment contained the words “except the powers” after the word “powers” 
in the first line. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MANA8AI : Yes, 1 also noticed that and 
added the words “except those” after the word “powers”. 

Tht Hon 9 bit Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCN ROY: I propose to accept 
the amendment standing in the name of Babu Jatindra Nath Baau, 
but this one I cannot accept because this will make things difficult. 
There should not be specific delegation of powers for each municipality, 
because it may vary in different municipalities. There should not be a 
cut and dry form for every municipality. So I propose to accept 
Mr. Basu’s amendment and oppose this and I hope in view: of that the 
hon’ble member will not press it. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANORA BANERJI: I move that in 
clause 48 (2), in line 3, after the words “the commissioners at a 
meeting may’' the words “on recommendation of tlie chairman” be 
inserted. 

Sir, my amendment is a very simple one and 1 hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will not find it difficult to accept it. I want only to add the 
words “on the recommendation of the chairman". Section 48 provides 
for the delegation of powers to the chief executive officer by commis- 
sioners at a meeting and 1 think the chairman, being the responsible 
administrative head of a municipality, should have an opportunity to 
give his own opinion as to the powers that should be delegated to an 
executive officer as such. I hope the Hon’hle Minister will not object 
to it. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: 1 am sorry I 

cannot accept this amendment, because it is onh proper that the 
executive officer should derive his powers from the commissioners and 
not from the chairman. He will also be a co-ordinate authority and 
not a .subordinate authority. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: May 1 rise to a 
point of personal explanation, Sir? 1 did not want to do away with the 
powers of the executive officer. What I meant was that the chairman 
might he aide to muke a recommendation which may or may not ho 
accepted by the commissioners at a meeting. 

Tha Hoft'bla Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What is the 
value or necessity of such u recommendation? When commissioners 
appoint an executive officer, it is surely their intention to delegate such 
powers to him ; otherwise there is no point in appointing him at all. 

The motion of llai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Bunerji was then put 
and lost. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANORA BANCR4I: I beg to move 
formally that in clause 48 ( 2 ), in lines 3 and 4, the words “notwith- 
standing anything contained in sub-section (/)’’ Ik? omitted. 

Tha Hou'bJa Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, 1 oppose it 

formally. 

Mr." PRESIDENT: Then it only remains for me to put the motion 
formally. (Laughter. ) 

The motion waa then put and lost. 
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R Mi Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move 

that to clause 48 ( 2 ) the following be added, namely: — 

“to be exercised subject to the general control of the 
chairman and may at any time in the like manner withdraw 
or modify the same.” 

My amendment is very simple. It does not require any explanation 
and I, therefore, formally move it without a speech. 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 rise in support of this 
amendment because it is only proper that the executive officer should be 
under the general control ot the chairman and as there is the power of 
the commissioners to invest the executive officers with powers so the 
commissioners should also have the power to withdraw such powers. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, I am sorry 
I have to disappoint the If a i Bahadur as I must oppose this amendment. 
The power should be exercised not only subject to the control of the 
chairman but of the municipality also. So 1 oppose this amendment. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir. I beg to 
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the last portion of this 
clause, namely, “may at any time in (lie like manner withdraw or 
modify the same” and the section says “shall delegate”. If it is a 
question of delegation it mav be withdrawn or modified at any' time; so 
I am asking the Uon’hle Minister to consider this. 

The Hobble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INGH ROY: Sir, that is the 
reason why it is unnecessary. The authorities which can delegate 
power can always withdraw it. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji was then put 
and lost. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with your 
permission I would like to move the amendment of Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basu as my own amendment. 

f beg to move that to clause 48 (2) the following be added, 
namely 

“and upon such delegation the chairman shall cease to 
exercise the powers so delegated to the executive officer". 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 48, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 49. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 49 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, I tag to move that for 
clause 49 the following 1 be substituted, namely: — 

“49. The chairman may delegate to the vice-chairman or to the 
holder of any office under the municipality all or any of the powers exer- 
cisable by him under this Act or any of her Act for the time being in 
force and may at any time in like manner withdraw or modify the same. 

Provided that nothing done by the vice-chairman which might have 
been done under the authority of a delegation from the chairman shall 
be invalid for want of or defect in such delegation if it be done with 
the express or implied consent of the chairman/* 

Sir, the present clause empowers the commissioners to delegate the 
powers and duties of a chairman to the vice-chairman or to the holder of 
any other offices (referred to the sub-section (1) of section (i9). 

It is evident from the provision of the clause that the chairman shall 
have to submit to the decision of the commissioners as to whom his 
powers and duties will be made over and to what extent. Under this 
clause the chairman will Ik* deprived of his equitable right for determin- 
ing which powers and duties will 1 m* convenient to retain for himself. 

Sir, it is really very inconsistent and unjustifiable that the powers 
and duties which the chairman has once obtained by bis election will 
be interrupted iu the intermediate way of bis administration. It will 
certainly create an anomaly in the municipal administration. More- 
over, it will allow unscrupulous chance to the commissioners for form- 
ing clique against the chairman. Consequently the chairman will try 
to appease some commissioners even against his principle and conscience. 

Sir, if this clause is accepted without the amendment, there will be a 
constant friction in the performance of the municipal works and as such 
I submit, Sir, this sort of destructive privileges in the case of the 
commissioners should he guarded against. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, the reason why it is proposed that 
it should not be left to the chairman alone to delegate the powers ia 
that in some municipalities there is party feeling and the Wee-chaumail, 
forms a separate party : in these the chairman may refuse to delegate 
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any power whatsoever to the vice-chairman and thereby defeat the 
object of the commissioners in appointing a vice-chairman. It is, 
therefore, necessary to have some provision for the chairman normally 
to delegate to the vice-chairman all or any of the powers that may be* 
necessary, but in exceptional cases where the chairman refuses to do 
his duty in this respect, this power should be left to the commissioners. 
That is the reason why I oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar was then put and lost. 

The Hott'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I beg to move 
that in clause 49, in line 2, after the words “for the purpose’’ the words 
“and subject to the approval of the Local Government’’ be inserted. 

Sir, the approval of the Local Government is necessary to guard 
against the commissioners siding with the vice-chairman and depriving 
the chairman of all his powers. The chairman may at the time of the 
election have enjoyed the confidence of the commissioners but later on 
be may lose it merely by trying to discharge his duties conscientiously. 
That is the reason why 1 propose the amendment. The approval of the 
Local Government is necessary just as a check on the powers being 
improperly exercised. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : I need not repeat the word* 
that 1 used in opposing several amendments of the Hon ’hie Minister 
regarding the upproval of the Local Government of the election of 
chairman. It is u fur worse and a far more vexatious meddlesomeness 
ou the part of the Local Government that they should interfere in the 
mutter of delegation hv the commissioners of their powers to the vice- 
chairman. \i is something unthinkable and my submission is that if 
the case stated by the Hon ’hie Minister does happen, that is, the 
chairman looses the confidence of most of the commissioners, in that 
case the chairman should have no business to continue as such and it 
will not do any good for the Local Government merely to interfere with 
the question of delegation of powers by the commissioners at a meeting 
to their vice-chairman. The proposal is, I have already said, due to the 
grandmotherly or stepmotherly interest of the Local Government in the 
municipal affairs, and is wholly objectionable. 

The motion of the Hon ’hie Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and a division taken with the following result : — 
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Ball abb, Rai Bahadur Dabantfra Nath. 
Baaarji, Mr. F. 

■aaarji, Rai Bahadur Kaabab Chandra. 
Raau, Mr. Narsndra Kumar. 

Obaudkuri, Babu Kishari Maban. 
Ohaudhurt, Maulvi Syad Osman Haidar. 
Das, Rai Bahadur Kamini Kumar. 

Das, Rai Bahadur Satytndra Kumar. 
Faxtuflah, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Ohaas, Dr. Amulya Ratan. 

Ohha, Baku Frafulla Kumar. 

Mahirn, Maulvi Abdul. 

Haaua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aniui. 
Naaus, Kati Emdadul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 


Mam, Mr. R. 

Mifira, tabu larai Chandra. 

Mamin, Khan Bbhaiur Muhammad Abdul. 
Mukhar}!, Rai Bahadur tatish Chandra. 
Mukhapadhaya, Rai sahib Sarai Titian am. 
Haa, Babu Suk Lai. 


Kandy. Maharaja iris Chandra, at Kasim, 
baiar. 


Faddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Rai Mahasai, Munindra Dab. 
Ray, Babu K hat tar Mahan. 

Ray, Mr. Shanti Shtkharaswai r. 
Raut, Babu Haasni. 

Ray, Babu Maribansa. 

Ray, Babu Safyundra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

SAhana, Babu Satya Kinhar. 
San, Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar. 
San Gupta, Or Marash Chandra. 


The Ayes being 36 and (he Now 37 the motion «„ lo»t. 


(WO p.m. 

Rai Bahadur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHSRJI: l be„ to move 
that m (-lau.se 49, in linen 3 and 4, after the word* “the c hairman” the 
wordn with the approval of the cnriimi#Mioner« at a meeting” b& 
omitted. 

This amendment relate# to the matter of the delegation of authority 
by the chairman to the vice-chairman. Personally, what I am pointing 
out i# whether in the matter of this delegation of the power# of the' 
chairman, t hi# #hould l>e done with the approval of the romminaionm 
at a meeting. The power of a chainnan i# purely personal, and even 
in section 2 > of the old Act, wbirh we are now going to repeal, there it 
no such provision. It only #ay# the chairman for the transaction of 
busine## may delegate hi# duties or power# to the vice-chairman. The 
^oint is, is this an improvement upon the existing law? There is no 
reason why the dignity and the statu# of a chairman would he affected 
in this manner. As a matter of fact, in the present IJill we do not find 
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a chairman under the aid Act and his powers ate being curtailed. Even 
in the matter of delegation of his powers to the vice-chairmTan, who 
necessarily must be a person in his confidence, I do not see any reason 
why this delegation should require the approval of the commissioners 
at a meeting. I can well understand the introduction of the opening 
words of this clause, but I venture to point out to the Hon’ble Minister 
that these words “with the approval of the commissioners at a meeting” 
are objectionable. The very reason which has been assigned for the 
introduction of the opening words is a sufficient condemnation for these 
words, and on that ground, I think, these words ought to be deleted. 
In the matter of delegation of power, the chairman himself ought to 
have unrestricted power as is now being done. 

The Hon’ble ML BUOY PRASAD 81NCH ROY: I accept this 
amendment. 

The motion of ltai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukherji was then put 
and agreed to. 

[At b-40 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at (>-f>0 p.m.] 


Khan Bahaifcir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: It will be convenient for 
the members on this side of the House, Sir, if we meet till quarter to 
seven. Tim reason for this is that it is not possible for us to devote the 
whole time up till 7-30 p.m. for these discussions. Work of this nature 
requires very careful consideration, and I suggest that the Council should 
close down at quarter to seven. 


Mr. NAREHDRA KUMAR BA8U: Might I also add that members 
on this side of the House would like the Council to adjourn at quarter to 

seven f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it would be better if you could sit up to 
7-30 p.m. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: I think, Sir, if we can work till 7-30 
p.m., others may also be expected to do the same. 

Tht HonWa Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I suggest as a 
compromise, Sir, that we sit up to 7-15 every day. 

Mr. PR Eft DENT; I think it is a good compromise. 
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Of* AMULYA RATAN CHOSE* There is another point which 
should also be considered, Sir. There are many members who come 
from the suburbs of Calcutta and they have to travel all the way back 
which may take even one hour in some cases. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All that is immaterial. 


Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: This is a very long Bill and 
there is a long list of amendments. Some of these amendments are of a 
complicated nature and require some attention. Cnless the sittings are 
shortened it is very difficult for us to intelligently follow the discus- 
sions, and it is for that reason that in fact most of the principal amend- 
ments have been withdrawn. We should have some time to study these 
amendments and 1 suggest that the Council should adjourn at quarter 
to seven. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In a matter like this, I think the Minister 
should have a large sa> as he is in charge of this Bill. If he c onsiders 
that we should sit a little longer. I think you should not throw 
obstacles in his way. I, therefore, accept the compromise proposed by 
the ffon'ble Minister 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The .pies tion is that clause 49, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put aud agreed to. 


Chtute 4ih\ 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 beg to move that after 
clause 49 the following be inserted, namely : — 

“49A. The Executive Officer may with the approval of the commis- 
sioners at a meeting delegate all or any of the powers to the holder of 
any office under the commissioners.** 

With your permission. Sir, may I correct my amendment? In the 
new clause, I want to insert the words "any of hi« M in place of the 
words “any of tbe M in the second lint of clause 49 A. 
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Mr. H. P. V. TOWMEHO: To save the time 6f the House, may I 
§ay that Government is prepared to accept this amendment? 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“That after clause 49 the following be inserted, namely: — 

'49A. The executive officer may with the approval of the commis- 
sioners at a meeting delegate all or any of his powers to the holder of 
any office under the commissioners/ ” 


Clause SO. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 60 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7 p.in. 

Clause SI. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 51 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause S2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 52 stand part of 
the Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI I Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 52 for the word “three” wherever it occurs, the word “four” be 
substituted. 

Sir, as the House has accepted an amendment extending the lease 
of life of municipalities from three to four years, I think elections 
should not be held triennially. These should take place every fourth 
year, and 1 hope Government will accept this amendment. 

Tttt HOft’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on behalf 
of Government, I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and 
agreed to. 
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flttfti TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I h«vt> your jpermtMiou 
to move the amendment standing: in my name with some verbal 
alterations? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

MSOlVi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* Sir, I shall read my amendment an 
altered. It runs as follows: — 

“That in clause 52 (/> (/,>, in line 1, for the words ‘u chairman, 
whether elected or appointed’ the words 'tin elected chairman’ he sub- 
stituted, and in line 4. for the woids 'appointment or election ns the 
case may be’ the word ‘election’ he substituted, and at the end of this 
sub-clause the following: 1 m* added, namely : — 

‘and an appointed chairman shall, subject to the provisions of section 56, 
hold office for such period not exceeding four years us the Ianal Govern- 
ment may in each case determine.’ “ 

Sir, in this clause of the Hill an elected chairman and an appointed 
chairman have been given the same term of office. I want to make 
some change. I want that an elected chairman shall hold office for four 
years, and an appointed chairman for such period a* the Local Govern- 
ment may desire. An official < hail man in appointed under exceptional 
circumstances, and these exceptional circumstances may cease to exist 
after the lapse of say six months or a \ear. In such a case, f do not 
Understand why an appointed chairman should continue to hold office for 
four years. 1 submit. Sir, that it is a reasonable amendment, and should 
lie accepted. 


Thi Hon’bl# Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have great 

pleasure in accepting the amendment of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khan. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamixuddin Khun was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 62, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clau$f JJ. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 63 stand part of 
the BiU. 
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Babu KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that 
clan ho 53 be omitted. 

For the last 48 years the munic ipal administration has been going on 
smoothly without any such provision. I think the insertion of this 
clause in the Bill is unnecessary. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I support this amend- 
ment. There seems to be some amount of misapprehension about thia 
c lause in the minds of some of the members. I want to point out that 
under the law the duty of allegiauce is the duty, and according to Indian 
decisions, the absolute duty of the subjec t to the Sovereign. Oath or 
no oath, every subject of His Majesty is bound by the duty of allegiance, 
and, therefore, the taking of the oath of allegiance adds nothing to his 
obligation. Whether he takes the oath or not, if a subject of Hit* 
Majesty violutes by treason or sedition his allegiance to the Crown he 
stands in the same position. There is absolutely no difference. 

This statement has been challenged in some quarters. I would refer 
my friends to the authority of no less a person than Blackstone who 
said that ullegiance and protection were leeiprocal duties of the subject 
and the Sovereign respectively. The question was made the subject- 
matter of argument in the case of Amir Khan; and in that case the High 
Court decided that this allegiance was the absolute duty of the subject. 
Subsequently, the derisions of all the High Courts of India were also to 
thut effect. Therefore, the taking of the oath nr not taking the oath 
has absolutely nothing to do with the duty which every one of us owes 
to the Sovereign. The provision for the taking of the oath by municipal 
commissioners is, therefore, a wholly unnecessary formality. There 
was u time when the* oath was a ven necessary thing. In the early 
days of law, it was the* oath which bound the vassal to his lord. There 
w’fts no obligation independent of the oath. That was a time when the 
sanctity of the oath was believed in much more by the people than it. is 
now. That was a time when it was believed in fervently and it was 
actually laid down as a proposition of law in many systems, nr., that a 
person who took a false oath was bound to be struck down by death or 
some other evil within a ver\ short time. Coder the Hindu Law and I 
believe under the Salic Iiaw there is a provision that w f hen a person 
takes the oath and meets with a calamity afterwards his testimony 
should Ik* disbelieved. This sanctity it has lost. Most of us believe 
that the addition of the oath does not add anything to a promise or a 
moral or a legal obligation. The supernatural authority with which 
the obligation was vested by the oath in ancient times has disappeared. 
Therefore, whatever significance the oath had in the remote and dim 
past has totally disappeared, but like many other things, the oath sticks 
to us as a survival; it sticks to the law as a survival in England and 
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we have simply followed suit. Whenever we have institutions modelled 
on English practices, we cannot make up our minds not to imitate this 
meaningless formality, this elaborate archaism. That is the reason why 
we have this elaborate formality in this Couucil; that is the reason why 
it is proposed to introduce the oath in this Act. 

So far, it has been a more or less harmless formality, but circum- 
stances have arisen which make it a matter of serious consideration — 
whether we should introduce this formality now where it did not exist 
before. 

Sir, all of us know what u lot of trouble has arisen in the relations 
between England and Ireland on account of this oath of allegiance. 
As Professor Berriedale Keith, that great constitutional authority, has 
pointed out, the abolition of the oath by Ireland will not make any 
difference in the law ; and will not abolish the allegiance which irish- 
men owe to His Majesty. Nevertheless, it has raised a matter of capital 
importance upon which we shall not be surprised, if very serious 
consequences hinge. 

We in tins country, in common with people in most other countries, 
are very apt to follow precedents, and the Irish precedent is one which 
may possibly appeal to those who are anxious to raise trouble over this 
affair. Already, in this country there is a condition of affairs uuder 
which a question like this, which directly raises the question of 
allegiance to the Crown, will come to the fore and it is very likely to he 
hit upon by any person who wants to create trouble as a runts hrllt „ 
and there is no knowing what trouble would la* caused all over the 
countryside, if we insist upon this meaningless formality. 

Mr* PRESIDENT : Will you take long to finish \our speech ¥ 

Or. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: 1 will take another 5 
minutes, or so. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, 1 am afraid you shall have to* 
conclude your speech to-morrow — 1 have to adjourn the Council now. 


AdjourftftWftL 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p in., on Friday, the 19tb. 
August, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provision! of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 19th August, 1932, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Rat 
<JttAUDHtTRi, kt., of Sail tosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 115 nominated 
And elects members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Convictions in oonnootion with the civil disobedience movement 

MOO. tabu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will 
4he Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased 
to laj on the table a statement showing since January to the end of 
-July, 1932 — 

(i) the total number of convictions in Bengal in connection with 
the civil disobedience movement under — 

(*i) the ordinary law; and 
(b) the Ordinance; and 

(»«) the proportion of such convictions to the total number of 
arrests K 


MEMbEA in ehargo of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho 
Mon* Mo Mr. R. N. Roid): (i) The figures up to the end of June only 
Are available: they are as follows: — 

(a) 6,028. 

(b) 3,339. 

<«t) 1 conviction to 1 : 1 arrests. 



QtJfiSTIOKS. 


861 


vm.) 


ApprwrtiOM in Covemnwnt PNn. 

•1M. Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: («> I* the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Finance Department aware that there 
are about 40 paid apprentices in the Bengal Government Press whose 
pay varies from Rs. 40 to Rs. 65 per month P 

(b) Is it a fact that outsiders and not these paid apprentices are 
appointed whenever any vacancy occurs in the Bengal Government 
Press? 

(c) Is it a fact that some lino operators have recently been appointed 
from outside in spite of the presence of these paid apprentices? 

{d) Is it a fact that the system of keeping paid apprentices has 
been abolished in the Government of India Press, Calcutta? 

(e) If the answers to («) to (d) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reasons of keeping these paid 
apprentices in the Bengal Government Press? 


MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tho Hoo'ble 
Mr. J. A. Woodftead): («) At present there are 04 apprentices whose 
pay ranges from Rs. 36 to Rs. 60. 

(6) Apprentices are appointed to vacancies when fully trained. 

(r) Yes, as apprentices were not fully trained. 

(d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Non-cultivatad land in Bankura. 

MOT. Baby BATYA KINKAR IAHANAJ Will the Ilon'ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the whole acreage of the district of Bankura; 

(it) the acreage of cultivated and non-cultivated lands in the 
district; 

(tii) the acreage of non-cultivated land that may be converted into 
corn-fields ; and 

(it?) what steps have been taken or are being contemplated by the 
Government for encouraging the conversion of non-cultivated 
land into cultivated land? 
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MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me 
Sir Provasb Chunder Mitter): ( i ) 1,680,000 acres. 

(it) At the district settlement of 1914-17, 47 per cent, of the 
total area was found to be cultivated and 53 per cent, not under 
cultivation. 

(iii) 22 per cent, of the total area was classified as culturable but 
not cultivated. J/ater figures are not available. 

(tv) (a) An experimental farm has been started to investigate the 
possibilities of increasing the area and outturn of crops. 

(h) One irrigation scheme has been completed, one is under con- 
struction, two have been sanctioned and four more are under investiga- 
tion. 


Bahy 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hon hie Member be 
pleased to state whether the experimental farm mentioned in answer 
(it') (ti) refers to the experimental farm that is being run by Govern- 
ment within the municipality? 


The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That is not in 
my portfolio and I cannot say. 


Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA • Has the Government done 
anything beyond starting that experimental farm for bringing the 
22 per cent, of the total area mentioned in answer (iti) which was 
classified as culturable hut not cultivated under cultivation? 


The Hon’hle Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That is not 
in mv portfolio and T cannot say. 


Babu 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: With reference to answer (6), 
may I know the name of the irrigation scheme referred to? 


Tht Hoit’bie 8»r PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I am unable to 

give the name as it is not under my control. 
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Prisoners and daUnus. 

•108. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: WiU the Hon 'bit 

Member in charge of the Political Department l>e pleased to lay on 
tbe table a statement showing the latest number of prisoners, male and 
female, detained — 

(t) under the Criminal I*aw Amendment Act; 

(it) under the different Ordinances; 

(tii) under the Indian Penal Code; and 
(i v) in each of the detention camps ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 103. 

(«) Persons detained under the Bengal Criminal l^aw Amendment 
Act, 1930, on 31st July — 

Males 987. 

Females 10. 


(it) Persons convicted under the different Ordinances in connection 
with the civil disobedience movement in prison on 30th June 

Males -1,859. 

Females- 65. 


(iii) Persons convicted under ordinary law in connection with the 
civil disobedience movement and in prisons on 30th June — 

Males— 2,465. 

Females- 155. 

(it?) Persons detained in each of the detention camps on 31ft 
July — 

Buxa — 162. 

Hijli- 275. 

Berham pore— 262. 

Deoli — 92. 
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Noakhali district 

• 104 . Babil HEM CHANPRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’bie Meml»er in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state whether there is a proposal before the Government for shifting 
the headquarters of the district of Noakhali? 

( b ) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state where it will be shifted to? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of Government to dismember the district and amalga- 
mate it with the neighbouring ones? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that there exists a strong feeling 
amongst the Noakhali people against such proposals? 


The Hon'bie Mr. R. N. REID: (a) and (b) There is no present 
intention of shifting the headquarters. 

(c) No such proposal is before Government. 

(d) Certain representations to that effect have been receded by 
Government. 

Bftbti HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Government will consider the 
necessity of obtaining public opinion of Noakhali whenever such ques- 
tions come before Government? 


The Hon’Wt Mr. R. N. REID: Certainly; public opinion is taken 
in considering such mutters. 


Than* oommittfd in Noakhali. 

• 106 . Baku HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: (a) Is the 

Hon’bie Member in charge of the Police Department aware that infox^ 
mations of thefts committed in the villages of Noakhali are in moat 
cases not lodged in the police-stations? 

( b ) If so, has any inquiry been made to find out the cause? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the informant* have to 
undergo much trouble and incur some cost to get ejahar recorded ? 
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(d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists in the public 
jttiiid of inefficiency and a want of earnestness on the part of the police 
‘ to detect culprits? 

(r) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate issued order, dated the 
^bth May, 1932, to the presidents of the union boards to keep “Infor- 
mation Book” and to send written information to the police-station 
through chuukulan P 

if) H so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the order? 

(g) Ik it a fact that the president of Fnion No. 4 of the jKiliee- 
station Begamganj, Noakhali, Kent a written complaint to the District 
Magistrate iu June last allegiug that one of the chuukuUir *, who was- 
sent to the Begamganj police-station with an information of theft, was* 
roughly handled at the thana? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the complaint and to state whether any step has been taken: 
on the complaint ; if so, with what result? 

(0 Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1930, 1931 and up to June, 1932, respec- 
tively- - 

(/) the number of theft cases reported to different police-stations of 
Noakhali ; and 

(2) how many of those cases have been enquired into by the police? 

MEMBER in charge ©f POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bit 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) It is understood that information of theft is in 
many cases not lodged at the police-station. 

(b) The matter has been the subject of inquiry by the District 
Magistrate. 

(c) and (d) No. 

(*) Yes. 

(/) A copy of the order is laid on the library table. 

(g) No such complaint was received. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(t) A statement is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (t) of starred question No: 105. 

Crime Statement, District Noakhall 
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haa bwn iporlally thi* yrar the wi>r»t crntfr of political activity* in ita rarioua 


Balm HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’bl* 

Member be pleased to state the result of the inquiry by the District 
Magistrate? 

Thi Hon'bte Mr. R. N« REID. I imagine that the inquiry is not 
yet complete. 


Bobu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI t How long will tfc# 
matter be under inquiry by the District Magistrate? 

Tht Htfl'Mt Mr. R. H. REIDi I have no information. 
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Mu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURh With reference to 
Answer {g) % will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
snch complaint has been received from any president of union within 
the police-station Begamgnn j ? 

Tht Hon’bU Mr. R. N. REID: 1 wan t notice. 


Firings Is ifiapsrss unlawful assamtoly. 

•108. Mr. 8MANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Ilon’ble 

Meml>er in charge of the Police Dejmrtment Ik* pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing from January to 15th July, 1932 — 

( i ) the occasions on which the i*dice ojiened fire to disperse a 
crowd or unlawful assembly, and 

(li) the number of |>erson« killed and wounded as a result of such 
firing ? 


The Hon’bto Mr. R. N. REID. 0) ami (ii) A statement containing 
the information desired is laid on the table. 


Statement rifirred to in the answer to clausfs(i) and (ii) of starred qusMion 
.Vo, 106 showing from January to loth July, 1932, or rat ion* on which the 
police opened fire to disperse a mat'd or unlawful assembly and the number 
of persons killed and wounded as a result of firing. 
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Place of occurrence, 

Date of 

Occaalon. 

Number of pertona 



occurrence. 


Killed. 

Wounded. 


6. Moradanga Bcei, 
poilce-statlon 
Kajbart, district 
Faridpur. 

10-8-1982 

Suppressing a riot 
over looting fish 
Id the l>cel. 

2 

! 1 

0 police officer* 
wounded. 

0. Tekhallbazar, i>o- 
)lcc-*tatlon Nan- 
digram, dlutrict 
Mldnapore. 

25-3-1932 

Dispersal of an un- 
lawful assembly 
in connection with 
the manufacture 
of contraband 

salt 


1 


7. Chargobra, police* 
station MoHa- 
bat, district 

Khulna. 

29-8-1982 

D lope rial of rioter* 

In connection with 

the uaicMlon of 
the c har. 

1 



8. IWwanganj, po- 
llrc*«tatlnn Go- 
ghat. dtstrlct 
Hooghl) . 

11-4-1932 

Dloperoal of rioter* 
In connection with 
the deinonatmtion 
of a iiajan j»arty 

3 

5 

(including 
one who 
suhse- 
quentlv 
died) 

3 police officer* 
wounded. 

9. Chandlpur, iHiIlre- 
atation Khaim- 
roara, dlutrict 
Nadia 

, 14-4-1932 

Suppressing a riot 
over looting fish 
from a portion of 
the river Chan- 
dnna 


15 


10. Bara Kalirharan- 
nur, jmllcr-ata- 
tl<»n Nandigram, 
district Mldna- 
fain* 

0-5-198* 

Dispersal of Congrena 
volunteers **- 

aemhled for salt 
| demonstration 


1 

(subse- 

quently 

died). 


11. Bhanpur, police- 
•tatlou B antra, 
dlitrlct Howrah 

9-5-1932 

In connection with 
ot»at ruction of • 
taxi occupied by 
a I> I. B. Inspec- 
tor returning from 
a wedding i tarty 

1 

2 


M. l*pper Circular 

Road. Calcutta. 

17-4-1988 

Dispersal ( *f a mot, 
who attacked 

Hindu house* In 
connection with 
a Muhumim pro- 
cession. 


2 

26 police officer* and" 

17 others were also 
injured. 

18. 1 abulia, police- 

station Tcbatta, 
dUtrlrt Nadia. 

19-0-1982 

Dispersal of * poli- 
tical conference 
convened by Con- 
grew voluntcera. 

1 

8 

The Subdivisions! 

0«oer and a 
dafadar were 

wounded. 

14. Akaa. police-sta- 
tion Oanfaram- 
pur, district 

1-7-1982 

Hl*i>er»al oi an un- 
lawful assent My 


2 

H police officers 
wounded. 

Ulnajpur. 


of Hanthau 

in connection with 
the arrest of aotne 
of their members. 




18. Mamita, potter- 
■UMoa Bhaf- 
wanpur, district 
Mldnapore. 

4-7-1943 

***»' bay". 

8 

8 

7 poUee officers 

J&6SS,.- 4 

18. Raibar Cttai, 

rrtke-atatkm 
bank*. dlatrtct 
Mldnapore. 


In connect ka vttk 
* driUrtnn* a 

wMmoMMm- 
tomkrn of chaahl- 
dad ux. 


1 1 

> oim 
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Khan Bahadur Mauhrt AZIZUL HAQUE t Will Ui« Hon'Ue 

Member be pleased to state what are the cirrumstancea under whirh 
the police goes to suppress rioting in connection with the looting of 
fish? 1 see that on three occasions the police resorted to firing in 
cam of looting of fish. 

Th® Hon’bto Mr, R» N« REID: It was the duty of tit© police to 

suppress rioting in all kind* of cases. 

Kbw Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE* In it not the practice in 
the district# of Nadia and Furidpur for the local people to fifth in the 
river on the lint day of the Bengali year und on the first day of the 
Bengali year P 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: 1 am quite prepared to accept the 
hon’hle member’* statement. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the High 
Court’s dc< ision on the point, will the Hon’hle Member consider the 
desirability of asking the jH>lire to report what were the cirrunistances 
of those incident*? 

The Hofi*bto Mr. R. N. REID: I am perfectly prepared to con- 

siiler the point. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEK HARES WAR RAY: Was the order of firing 
given by a MngiMiate in all rase# after due warning? 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: I want notice. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In the last column of the 
statement certain police officers and a Suhdivisionnl Officer art said 
to have been injured. I)o I understand that these police officer* und 
Subdivision**] Officer were shot a* a result of the firing by the polkeP 


Tba Hon’bfa Mr. R. N. REIO: No, they were wounded by the 
rioters. 

* Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA ! Then do I understood 
that the number of killed and wounded does not include the number 
of persons given in the remarks column? 

THu Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REIDl I do not think «o. I will, however, 
verify. 
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Babu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Was the police 

officer seriously wounded in any of these cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 


3-15 p.m. 

Mr. SHANTI 8H E KHAR E8 WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state if it is not a fact that orders of firing are 
given by bead constables in some cases? 

Thi Hoft’ble Mr. R. N. REID. Such orders may sometimes be given 
in cases where no superior officers are present. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state if Government imply that every case of 
firing is justified? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, Sir. 

Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state, with reference to item 4 in the statement, if the pub- 
lic were allowed to attend the intro performance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must ask for notice. 

Prisoner Shibeankar. 

*107. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails'! Department Ik* pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that one Shlhsnnkar, a prisoner from Burd- 
wnn, was assaulted in the l)um I)um Sjiecial Jail? 

(b) Is it a fact that a petition of complaint preferred by the said 
piisoner was not forwarded to the Government? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLITICAL (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Sir* Provash Chunder Mitter): pD The prisoner refused 
to give his thumb impression as required under section 6 (7) of the 
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920. ne was informed of the fact 
that the provision of the law clearly contemplated that such impression 
should be taken by force if necessary, and after every effort at persua- 
sion failed au attempt was made to make him give his thumb impres- 
sion, but he resisted the officer discharging his duty. A struggle ensued, 
and in the course of that struggle the prisoner received a minor injury. 
The prisoner was not deliberately assaulted. 

(ft) No petition was submitted by the prisoner from jail. 
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Bata JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state, if a prisoner refuses to give his thumb impression, 
be cannot be tried and punished according to the ordinary provisions 
of the law? 

The HOft’M# Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: According to 
the provisions of law, a prisoner can be forced to give his thumb 
impression. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state if he cannot In* tried and punished according to 
the ordinary provisions of the law? 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs Perhaps he can 

be punished according to the ordinary law, but be can also 1 h* com- 
pelled to give his thumb impression. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE S Will the non ’Me Member 

be pleased to state if political prisoners have not been tried and punish- 
ed for refusing to give their thumb impression? 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTIRf Possibly. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: T’nder the circumstances, 
will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what was the necessity for 
using force in this particular case? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If he was 

punished by the ordinary law, the matter would not perhaps end there. 
Suppose he was again prosecuted, the next time he might refuse again 
to give his thumb impression and so on, and, therefore, force had to 
be u<um] to prevent this at some stage or other. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state what was the nature of the injury received bv him? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 have already 
answered that question, Sir, towards the end of answer (a). 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: But my question is: 
Wbat is the exact nature of the injury ? This question the Hon’ble 
Member has tiot answered. 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: In the rough 
and tumble he fell down and received some injury on the bead. 
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Mni JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With regard to answer (6), 
is the Hon’ble Member quite sure that this prisoner did not submit a 
petition, addressed to the Inspector-General of Prisons, to the 
Superintendent of the jail? 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H OHUNOER MITTER: From the 

inquiries I have made, I find that he did not submit any petition to the 
Superintendent. But I am prepared to make further inquiries if so 
desired. 


Babll JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, this is a specific ques- 
tion that I ask: Is the Ilon’ble Member quite sure that no petition 
addressed to the Inspector-General of Prisons by this prisoner was sub- 
mitted to the Superintendent? 


Tha Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNOER MITTER: From mv 
present knowledge the answer is as I have given, but if the hon’ble 
member wants more definite information. I am prepared to look into it 
further. 


Bohar-BhodarganJ Ferry Servioo. 


*108. Mr. ANANOA MOHAN POODAR: <«) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Marine Department aware that the Bohar- 
Bhedarganj Ferry Service of the Joint Steamer Companies has been 
discontinued since May lust? 


(^) Is the lion ’hie Member aware — 

(.') that the discontinuance of this service is causing inconvenience 
to the inhabitants and merchants of the densely populated 
Kartikpur pargana and other neighbouring villages to the 
south of the Pad in a ; and 

(..) those places are practically cut off from the outside world as 
it is quite impossible to cross the furious Padma in country 
mints during- this 

rainy season? 


(r) Is the Hou’ble Member aware that passengers going via 

*CTn S ! T d Ch " m, r r nre detnined at the Tar P» ss » station for 
Sureshvrar® U ' Madari P ,lr mixed cross over the 


(<i) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that all representations that hare 

ifel’L Tl! c ° f ‘ he inhahitnn,s ""<* ®®rchants of the* 

blZo ^tv ’ f COmP<,niM *° their Grievances have 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what action the 
Government propose to take to remove the grievances of the people in 
those areas P 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
attention of the Steamer Companies to the necessity for — 

(t) re-introducing the Bohar-Bhedarganj Ferry Service; or 
(ti) running a Feeder Service between llohur and Chandpur via 
Bhedurganj, Kartikpur, (ibarisar and Sureshwar; or 

(iii) muking arrangement* for the Xaruxauganj Inter and Chnnd* 
pur mail *te«mei> ln»th up and down to touch at Sureshwar 
and running a fern- service between Sureshwar and Bhedar* 
ganj ? 


MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'd!# 
Mr. 4 . A. Woodhead): (<i> Yes, from the loth May. 

(h) (i) and \n) Yes. The discontinuance of a service such ns this 
inevitably causes inconvenience to those who were making use of it, and 
the inhabitants of the places mentioned are to some extent cut ofT from 
other jsirts of Bengal owing to the lack of the service. 

(r) Passengers from Xarayungnnj are nut detained at T»rjM**sa ns 
the Down Xaravnngnnj-Gonlttndo Express steamer connect* with the 
Madaripur Inter steamer at that station. Passengers from Chandpur 
have to wait S hou?s and ‘JO minutes, but the Companies rejiort that 
this cannot lie n\oided as tbo> have found it tmpracticahle to alter th# 
Madaripur steamer's departure time without disorganising other steamer 
service* connecting therewith. 

(d) The Bohar-Bhedarganj Service, which was only opened tem- 
porarily on trial, is teported by the Companies not to pay for itself. 
In fact they rejx>rt that it was run at a lo*«* of IU. 'M ,<t5d during 1981, 
excluding overhead ( barges. A further loss of Bs. 11.705 is reported 
to have }>een incurred during the U months the sendee was run this 
year. 

(e) and ( f) ti) and fit) Government have no jurisdiction in the 
matter, but the Companies report that they would 1 m? prepared to run a 
service if they are guaranteed against loss. 

(iii) Owing to changes in the river, Sureshwar is now right out of 
the course of the Chandpur Express and the Naravanganj Inter Ser- 
vice* which, because they have more important mail connections to 
maintain, are unable to spare the time to col) at Sureshwar. 
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Flood in Tangail, 

•109. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware that owing 
to the rim* of the river Jamuna and sudden flood in the lower parts of 
the Tangail subdivision, au$h, avian and jute crops in the major por- 
tions of the Barisal, Mirzapur and Kalihati thauas and low-lying lands 
in the Tangail, Nagarpur, Gopalpur and Ghataii thanas have been 
almost totally destroyed this year? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the people of Tangail who 
are already affected bv the failure of crops last year have been driven 
to miseries and poverty by the aforesaid damage occurring in the pre- 
sent year? 

(r) Will the Ilon’blo Member Ik* pleased to state what steps the 
Government projK»se to take for the relief of the affected people of the 
Tangail subdivision? 


The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: (a) and (b) No. 

It is reported that the rise in tin* Jamuna did not materially affect 
Mymensingh district. 

(r) Further relief will be given where necessary. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is it not a fact that in 
the Bengal Tenancy Act there is a provision by which money which is 
not taken by the landlord as landlords’ fees should be forfeited to 
the district loard? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not allow that question. It does not arise 
out of your main question “flood in Tangail”. 


Landlords’ transfer fans. 

•118. 8rijut TAJ BAHADUR SINGH: (a) Is the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Revenue Department aware that much difficulty 
and delay is experienced by landlords where there are co-sharers in 
getting the landlords’ transfer fees from the treasury? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of fram- 
ing rules for getting landlords’ transfer fees by money-order in cases 
where there are not more than four co-sharers, when once their 
individual shares have been proved to the Collector according to the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 1928F 
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Thi Hon* We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) Govern- 
meet are aware that there is some delay since notices have to be served 
on the other co-sharer landlords. 

(6) Under statutory rule 29 {S) payments to co-sharer landlords are 
made by money-order unless they ure taken direct from the treasury* 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: In view of the fart that 
there are certain conditions in the clause in the Tenancy Act that land* 
lords* fees which are not claimed by landlords are to Ik* made over to 
district boards, does not the Hon 'hie Member think, therefore, that 
action taken under rule 29 is ultra vires ? 

The Hon’We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: But my tum ble 

friend forgets that rule 18 (r) of the Tenancy Act provides that after 
a period of five \ ears the money that is forfeited to Government in this 
way will he handed over by Government to district boards. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: That being so, will not 
that section be rendered nugatory if Government take (food core to send 
the money to landlords? 

Tha Hon’We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERl In view of this 
statutory provision within five \ears every ruj>ee that is collected by tha 
Government must lie sent to the landlords; but after five years the 
money will 1m* made over to district boards, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Tlon’hle Member 
be pleased to state if the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act do not 
require that landlords must take their money from the treasury? 

Tha Hon’We Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: No. 


Practice of desoriWng occupancy holding! in tele deeds *s mokarari. 

♦111. Srijut TA4 BAHADUR SINGH: (a > Will the nou’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it has come to his knowledge — 

<*i) that a practice exists among tenants of selling their lands by 
stating a false right of mokarari to occupancy holdings in 
their kabala t in order to deceive the landlords of their 
transfer fees; and 
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(ii) that a good deal of harassment and unnecessary litigation 
between the tenants and the landlords has resulted in spite 
of the provisions of section 26J in the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 1928? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of framing 
any rules making a provision of declaration in the deed of sale by the 
seller and of a heavy penalty in cose of false declaration of price and 
right? 


The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) 

Government are aware that occupancy holdings are sometimes described 
in the sale deeds as mokarari. 

(ii) No. 

(h) The Act itself provides for payment of compensation in such 
cases and on the information available at present Government do not 
consider that any action is necessary. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er be pleased to state what is the basis of his answer? I mean 
is it based on proper inquiries? 


The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Certainly. 


Visitors of jails. 

•112. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is necessary for any meml>er of this Council to 
obtain previous permission from Government to visit any 
of the jails in this province; or 

(it) whether the production of his Council card at the jail gate ii 
sufficient authority? 

(b) Is it a fact that in some jails a member of this Council who hat 
been permitted to interview a prisoner has to do so through the wire* 
netting, especially in the I)um Duiu Special Jail? 

(r) If the answer to (<i) (ii) is in the affirmative, are the Govern- 
meat considering the desirability of issuing necessary instructions to 
officers in this connection? 
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(4) If the answer to ( b ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem* 
bar be pleased to state why no difference is made between an ordinary 
visitor and a “member" visitor of the Council? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state in the case of a 
member of the Council from whom should he obtain permission to visit 
a jail or any prisoner therein from the Government or from the Jail 
Superintendent? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERj {*)(,') and (r) 
The member is referred to Juil Code rule 69. 

(tt> No. 

(b) Government have no information about interviews of the mem- 
bers of Council, but unless they an* nou-official visitors of a jail, they 
would be subject to the Jail Code rule*. 

(r) This does not arise. 

(d) There is no provision for such difference of treatment in the 
Jail Code. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Will the lion Tile 
Member be pleased to state what is the unswer to clause (c)P 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; The answer is 
in the first portion of my answer ia) (i) and (r), where the member is 
referred to .Pail Code rule 69. 

Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURYs Will the 

Hon’ble Member Ik* pleased to state if it is not possible to frame rules 
in the Jail Code allowing memtars of the legislative Council to visit 
jails, or why any distinction should be made? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTERs Apparently, 

the hon’ble meml>er is confusing an interview lx* tween primmer* and 
members of the Council and their visit* to jails. 

Dum Dum Special Jail. 

MIS. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political (.Tails) Department aware of a feeling 
that exists — 

< t > that the prisoners in the special Dum Dum Jail are subjected 
to ill-treatment; and 

(it) that the prisoners who as a consequence of mosquito bite* 
suffer from sleeplessness, fever and other troubles, mental 
and physical, are not supplied with mosquito nets by the 
Government? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of permitting* a few willing members, 
including the questioner, to visit the jail at Dum Dum to satisfy them* 
selves as well as the public about the real conditions prevailing in that 
jail ? 


The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) (i) No. 

(it) No complaint has been received. 

(b) Does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Service of revenue processes. 

48. Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tho Revenue Department. l*e pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the last three years — 

(i) the costs of serving revenue processes through the union 
f>oard system; and 

(it) what would hnve lx»en the approximate costs if these processes 
were served through the process-servers’ system? 

(b) Will the Ilon’hle Member be pleased to state whether the 
Government have come to any conclusion as to whether the union 
board system has proved to l>e more efficient in procuring actual 
service than the process-servers’ system? 

tr) Will the Ilon’hle Member Ik* pleased to state how many of the 
process-servers have been discharged owing to the reduction in the 
number of processes since the introduction of the union board system? 

The Hofi'Me Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) <t) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(it) From tbe reports of local officers it appears that the expendi- 
ture on service through process-servers would have been at leaet 
double. 

(b) No; but it is reported that the system of service through union 
boards is satisfactory on the whole. 

(c) 286 process-servers have been discharged since the introduction 
of the system, but discharge was not in all cases due to this ehnng*. 
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Statement referred, to in the answer to clause (u) (i) of tut starred 

question J\o. 4S , showing the cost of serving revenue processes 

through the union boards for the last three years. 

1929- 30 — Re. 24,810 approximately. 

1930- 31 — Rs. 20,808 approximately. 

1931- 32 — Re. 25,843 approximately. 

Sarvioa of revenue process. 

48i Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: (a) Will the If on' hie Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department Ik* pleaded to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the lust three years — 

(t) the costs of serving the revenue processes through the union 
board system ; and 

(tt) what would have been the approximate costs if these processes 
were served through the jiroccss-server system ? 

(b) Will the llon’hle Member lie pleased to state whether the 
Government have come to any conclusion as to whether the union board 
system has proved to he more efficient in procuring uctuul service 
than the process-server system? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Member lie pleased to state how many of 
the process-servers have Ikhmi discharged owing to the reduction in 
the number of processes since the introduction of the union board 
system ? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a), (b) and fr) 

The memlH‘r is referred to the reply to the previous quest ion put by 
Babu Amuhudhan Ray. 

Cases of outrages on female modesty in Jeeeore. 

50. Babu SUK LAL HAG: (a) Will the Ffon’lile Member in 
charge of the Police lie part men t 1 h pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the years 1929, 1930 and 1931 — 

(t) the numlier of cases of outrages on the modesty of women in 
the district of Jessore; 

(ti) the number of such cases in which the uccusod persons were 
convicted; and 

(fu) the number of such cases in which the police took cognizance? 

(b) What steps, if any, do the Government intend to adopt to 
check this form of crime ? 
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Tht Hon'M# Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (t), («) and (Hi) A statement 

is laid on the table. 

(b) Local officers have instructions to give particular attention to 
this form of crime. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (eD of unstarred question No. 50 
showing the number of cases of outrages on the modesty of women ( section 
354, Indian Penal Code) in the district of Jessore, during the years 1929 , 
1930 and 1931. 


1 

Year. 

Number of case*. 

Number of cases 
in which tho 
accused persons 
were convicted. 

Number of cases 
in which the 
police took 
rogntrance. 

1920 

31 

4 

15 

1930 

! 24 

5 

10 

1931 

; 

8 

18 


Ptrtof* arretted, oofrvtcted and detained under the Criminal Law 
Amendment Acts and Ordinanoee. 

51. Baby KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Will the Hon* We Member 
in charge of the Political Department lie pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing from January to June, 1932 — 

{») the number of persons arrested in the Presidency in connection 
with the civil disobedience movement; 

(it) the number of snch persons convicted; and 

(ill) the number of persons detained — 

(7) under the Criminal Law Amendment Acts; and 

(2) under the Ordinances ? 


Tht Moit'bKt Mr. R. N. REID: (i), (if), (»»i) {/) A statement is 
laid on the table. 

(m) (2) 752 persons in all were arrested under the Emergency 
Powers Ordinance, 1952, between January 4th and June 50th, 1932: 
at the end of that period two of those persons remained in jail custody. 
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Statement referred to in the answer to clause (»), (it), (iii) (I) of 
unstarred question Xo. ol. 

Number of persons arrested in connection with civil 

disobedience from January, 1932 to J une, 1932 ... 11,081 

Number of persons convicted in connect ion with civil 

disobedience from January to June, 1932 ... 9,907 

Number of persons detained under the Bengal Criminal 

Law Amendment Act at the end of June, 1932 ... 980 


Mini Abdul K actor. 

52. Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL MUQs (a) Will the lWble Member in 
charge of the Political Department Ive pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that one Mirza Abdul Kader, the Secretary of lslamia Association, 
Dacca, was arrested under the Ordinance on the 22nd May, 1932? 

(h) If the answer to <<n is in the affirmative, for what offence was 
he arrested ? 

(c» Is it a fact that he was led to believe that he would be released 
as soon as he signed an undertaking to leave the town for two months 
and was made to *ign such a ImuhI under influence and coercion? 

(c/> Is it a fact that no formal order of externment was issued upon 
th« Kader, but police officers were sent to him by the District Magis- 
trate from time to time to ask him to leave the town on the 3rd June, 
1932? 

(r) Is it a fact that Kader wan permitted to remain in Dacca till the 
21st June, 1932, and subsequently, and without any reason, the *uid 
Kader was asked to leave peremptorily on the 9th June, 1932? 

(f) Is it a fact that the District Magistrate sent Inspector of Police, 
Babu Radha Charan Das, and the offieer-in-eharge of the* police-station 
Sutropur, Mauivi Daliluddin Ahmed Choudhury, to Kader on the f>tb 
June, 1932, with the alleged order of the District Magistrate asking 
Kader to leave the town next day? 

(g) Is it a fact that the said Mirza Abdul Kader approached the 
District Magistrate again with his pleader on the evening of the 5tL 
June, 1932, and informed the Magistrate that the Dacca Bioscope 
Company, of which Kader was the Managing Director, would be 
mined if Kader had to leave the city without making proper arrange- 
ment* end he asked for 10 days* time for the purpose, hut the District 
Magistrate refused to hear him and told him that he would be put to 
jail again if he did not leave immediately? 
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(h) Is it a fact that the said Bioscope Company has been closed 
owing to the sudden departure of Kader and that about 300 share- 
holders were going to lose about Rs. 40,000 for the action taken by 
the District Magistrate? 


The Hon’Me Mr. R. N. REID: (a) Yes. 

(h) He was found by the District Magistrate to be the author of 
certain mischievous rumours and to be engaged in intrigues which were 
likely to provoke communal disturbances. 

(c) No: he made a voluntary offer to leave the district for two 
months. 

(d) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative: 
the answer to the second part in the negative. 

( e ) He was permitted to postpone the date of his departure, but, 
as lie took advantage of this concession to stir up fresli trouble, he was 
asked to honour his undertaking immediately. 

(f) No; but the officers mentioned probably conveyed the message 
referred to iu the answer to (c). 

(//) lie approached the District Magistrate on some date during 
the first week of June. The situation was such that the District Magis- 
trate had to tell him he must honour his undertaking on pain of further 
detention in jail. 

( h ) No. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the Jlou'ble Member lie pleased 
to state under which of the various Ordinances in force was this man 
arrest ed ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R, N. REID: 1 ask for notice, Sir. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Can the Ifon’hle Member give us some- 
idea as to what the rumours were and what they were about with refer- 
ence to answer (6) ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I cannot give details of the rumour* , 
but evidently they were of a nature likely to embitter communal 
feelings. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I do not want details, but what they 
were about? 
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Ttw HwiMM* Mr. R. N. filDl I am afraid I oazrnot giro an answer 
to thi* without further notioe. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With regard to answer (c) which »ay» 
that he made a voluntary offer to leave the district for two months, will 
the Hon'ble Member be pleased to say to whom he made this offer? Is 
the Hon'ble Member sure that he himself mode the offer? 

Ttw Hon'We Mr. R. N. REID: My information is that at tho 
instance of the Magistrate he offered to leave the district for two 
months. I can only state in reply what was said by the local officer*. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Am I to understand that that is an 
answer which he has passed on to us as the statement^ of the District 
Magistrate without satisfying himself as to it* truth and that he himself 
made no inquiries? 

The Hoft'ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I mude no personal inquiries. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: As regards (r), we are told that he took 
advantage of this concession to stir up fresh trouble. Will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to give us some idea us to what the trouble was 
about ? 

The Hon’ bit Mr. R. N. REID: 1 understand that he was spreading 
rumours that were likely to lead to communal trouble. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: Will the ITon’ble Member be pleased 
to state* if the Ordinance* apply to the case of a man who is trying to 
act up trouble between one community and another? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I was going to develop my question in 
this way; There is a section in the Indian Penal Code, to which I um 
referring, and in view of the provisions of the ordinary' law, could not 
the District Magistrate 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not the proper time for arguing out the 
legal positron. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With reference to answer (e), in the 
Hoft'ble Member aware that there i* a provision in the Indian Peoal 
Code which renders penal any attempt on the part of a man stirring up 
communal trouble? 


18 
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Thu Hw'Ug Mr. R. N. REID: I thinj^there is such a clause in the 
Penal Code and I hope the hon’ble member would give me the number 
of the clause, 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: It is 163A. Is it not a fact that dur- 
ing the discussion on the Ordinances, we were given to understand by 
Government that they would not be used where the ordinary law was 
suited to deal with the case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am not aware of any such under- 
taking. Such an undertaking might have been given, but I do not 
know anything of it. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: With regard to answer (h), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to take it from me that there are really 300 
shareholders of the Bioscojie Company P 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am perfectly prepared to accept 
the statement that there are. 

3-30 p.m. 

Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there has not been a misuse of the Ordin- 
ance in this cuseP 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: No; there has not been a misuse of 
the Ordinance in this case. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With reference to 
answer (b) % will the non’ble Member be pleased to state whether the 
District Magistrate’s decision was arrived at only on the report of the 
police or he himself made any inquiries into the matter? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think a similar question was put by Mr. 
Faal-ul Huq. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, I submit that 
Mr. Ftutl-ul Huq’s question was on a different point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, Khan Bahadur, you may put your 
question. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will the Hon ’hie 
Member be pleased to state whether the District Magistrate found that 
this man was dangerous or guilty only on the report of the police or 
after making an inquiry himself or an inquiry made by any judicial 
officer subordinate to him ? 
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Tht Htulrt* Mr. R. N. REID: The District Magistrate made the 
inquiry himself. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMlNl Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the farts were placed before a judi- 
cial officer? 

Tht Hon’We Mr. R. N. REID: 1 have do such information. 

Depressed olaaaas in the offlcas of the Magistrate and CoUtotor, 
Pabna. 

5*. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER! (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware of the fact that 
a circular was issued by the Appointment Department of this Govern- 
ment to the effect that one-thinl of the vacancies in Government offices 
in the ministerial department he filled up by members of the depressed 
classes in Bengal? 

(h) Will the Hon’hlc Member be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing for the last five years — 

( i ) the number of vacancies which occurred in the offices of the 
Magistrate and Collector, Pabna; 

(in the number of such vacancies which were filled up by members 
from the depressed classes; 

(iiii the minimum educational qualification required of a candi- 
date for filling up any surh vacancy; and 

<tr) the ntiml>er of candidates, with standard qualifications, of the 
depressed classes whose claims weie overlooked for any such 
vacancies? 

Tht Hon’IHt Bir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No. 

(ft) A statement is laid on the table. 

Statement rtf erred to in reply to clause (?>) of unstarred question No. S3. 

1927-2*. 1929-29 1929-30. 1930-31. j 1 93 1 *32. 

(*) Number of vacancies fi 4 5 1 

(«*) Number filled by members of 

depressed or backward cla— . . 1 

(t tf) Minimum educational qualification Having pa— ad the Matri- 
culation Examination. 

(«*) Number of candidate* with standard 

. qualifications, of the d epr ess e d 
or backward da— as who applied 

but were not appointed . . The figures are not 3 

available. 
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Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that the circular issued by the Appoint- 
ment Department really mentioned that one-third of the non-Muham- 
madan posts would go to the depressed classes in some of the districts 
in Bengal P 

The Hon'ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I cannot say 

definitely, as the matter is not in my portfolio. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 

be pleased to state whether it is laid down in the Secretariat Manual 
that a matter concerning one member of the Executive Council will not 
be known to any other member P 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: There is cer- 
tainly no such rule, but a member cannot be expected to know every- 
thing that is being done by some other member. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that the circular also mentioned that a 
return shotting the number of depressed class men appointed during the 
whole \ear was to be given on the ‘list March each yearP 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Whatever the 
circular may lay down is followed by every department. 

Babu AMULYADHAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the castes the two candidates, who were appointed from the 
depressed classes, belonged toP 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: 1 want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: With reference to the 
Hon ’hie MemWs statement that if there is a circular it has been 
observed, will the llon'ble Member l>e pleased to state whether be stated 
that as a general proposition P 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: The general 

rule is that a circular is always observed. 


Kutubdia embankment 

H Maulvi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the kanungo in charge of the Kutubdia khai 
vtahal has been neglecting the repairs of the Kutubdia embankment 
resulting in the ingress of saline water to the great loss of the poor 
cultivators? 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
steps have since been taken to check this? 

Hit Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (<i) N<* case of 
breach or of ingress of saline water has been reported to the Collector. 

(6) Proper steps have been taken to repair the embankment* where 
breaches are apprehended. 

Polioo firing upon crowds resisting the realisation of ohsukkfcrl 
or union board taxes. 

55. Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: (a) Will the llon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to luy on the 
table a statement showing from December. 1931, to date — 

(t) the number of cases of firing by the pojice upon crowds assem- 

bled for resisting the realisation of chaukidari nr union board 
taxes ; 

(u) the number of persons killed and wounded on each occasion ; 

and 

(in) whether official inquiries were held regarding the justification 
of firing on each occasion? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (in) is in the affirmative, will tlic Hon 'bis 
Member be pleased to lay on the table reports of such inquiries? 

Tba Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (i) One. 

(i*) Six were injured including five police officers. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) These reports are confidential documents and Government art 
not prepared to lay them on the table. 

Bobu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Will the ITon'ble Member he 
pleased to mention the particular district, subdivisions and particular 
places where the firing took place? 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I think it relates to the Contai sub- 
division of the Midnapore district. 


fi Mr. SAILEtWAR SINCH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(i) the districts where Government khas mahalt exist; 
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(it) the percentage of revenue collected during the years 1938*29, 
1929-30, 1930-31 and during the last six months of the cur* 
rent year from these khas wahals district by district P 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUHDER MITTER: (t) Khas mahalt 

exist in all the districts of the presidency. 

(it) For the percentage of collection during 1928-29, 1929-30 and 
1930-31, the member is referred to Appendix IC of the Board's Land 
Revenue Administration Report for those years. The current year began 
on 1st April, 1932, and six months have not yet expired. A statement 
is laid on the table showing the percentage of collections on cunent 
demands in 1931-32. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (it) of unstarred question No. 56 , 
showing current demands and collections, etc., in respect of estates held 
direct by Government in 1931-32. 


District. 

Current 

demand. 

Collections. 

Percentage of 
collections on 
current 
demand. 


Ra. 

Ra. 


Burdwan 

8.595 

8,148 

04 *79 

Birbhum 

3,229 

2,654 

82 19 

Bankura 

3,265 

3,295 

100-91 

Midnaj»ore 

6,33,921 

6,66,326 

89 33 

Hooghly 

35,877 

32,027 

89*26 

Howrah 

25,565 

25,435 

99-49 

24-Parganas 

4,47.508 

4,06,723 

90-88 

Nadia 

39,331 

26,432 

64-66 

Nurshidabad 

52,562 

39.720 

75 -56 

Jeasore 

16.912 

11,732 

73 73 

Khulna 

60,234 

47,102 

78-19 

Calcutta 

12,463 

12,464 

100-00 

Paoca 

76,576 

62,116 

81 11 

Mymoriringh 

52,656 

34,443 

65-41 

Faridpur 

2,10,152 

1,67,561 

74-97 

Bakarganj 

14.60,388 

10,74,410 

73-67 

Chittagong 

11,06,967 

9,25,202 

83-67 

Tippera 

2,31.727 

1,49.182 

64*37 , 

Noakhali 

6,03,759 

4,23,709 

70-17 

Kajahahi 

22,713 

10,839 | 

47 72 

Dinajpur 

60 

50 

100-00 

Jalpatguri 

6,52,410 

3,77,666 

57 -88 

Rangpur 

799 

746 

93-36 

Bogra 

83,897 

75497 

89 86 

Pabna 

86.354 

28,903 

1847 

MakU 

22,903 

1M63 

80-41 

Darjeeling 

2,80,491 

2,67,669 

96-42 

Total 

62,30,304 

wbb 

78*84 
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H t t d q mr frt of Noakhali. 

S7. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon'ble 

Member in charge of the Political Department be planned to state 
whether it is a fact that the question of the removal of the district 
headquarters of the Noakhali district is under the consideration of 
Government ? 

(h) Is it a fact that a plan was drawn up to remove the district 
headquarters from the Noakhali town to Maijdi whenever necessity 
might arise ? 

( c ) Is it a fact that the district of Noakhali is going to be dismem- 
bered and amalgamated with the neighbouring districts of Comilla and 
Chittagong? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons that led the Government to take 
such a drastic step? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that popular opinion is against 
such an amalgamation? 

Tht Hon’bto Mr. R. H. REID: (a) There is no present intention 
of shifting the headquarters. 

( b ) Yea. 

(r) No such proposal is l>efore Government. 

( d ) Does not arise. 

(e) Certain representations to that effect have been received by 
Government. 


Adjoummont motion. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR SASU: Sir, I beg leave to move that 
the business of the Council be adjourned for the purpose of discussing 0 
definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the co mmun al 
award as published simultaneously in England and India, so far as it 
affects Bengal. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I have given my consent to the member to mort 
the motion. Is there any objection to his doing so? 


Mr. JL T. McCLUSKIl: I object to the motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Will those members who support the motion 
kindly rise in their places? 

[More than the requisite number of members having risen in their 
places ] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The member has the permission of the House 
to move the motion. But in view of section 71 (2), I think it is clearly 
my duty to give an opportunity to His Excellency the Governor to 
see this motion before it is actually moved. His Excellency is not in 
Calcutta now. We are not sitting to-morrow (Saturday). I think I 
better fix 4 o'clock, Monday next, if that will suit the mover? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU. Sir, Monday will be personally 
inconvenient to me. Could you kindly fix some later day? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Tuesday, 5 o’clock, suit you? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T accordingly fix 5 o’clock, Tuesday, as the 
time when this motion will be taken up by the Council. 

Mtulvl ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I handed over to the Secretary 
another notice for adjournment, but I have not yet received your per- 
mission to move it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kasem, I have not seen it yet. I will have 
a look ut it during the prayer adjournment. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

[The discussion on the Bengal Municipal Bill, 1932, was then 
resumed.] 

Clause S3. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, 1 pointed out to this 

House yesterday that the introduction of the oath of allegiance in this 
Act will serve no useful purpose whatsoever. It is an utter surplusage 
as I pointed out. If it is at the back of the mind of the Hon'bte 
Minister and Government that by introducing this oath of allegiance 
they will be able to keep out undesirable people from the municipality, 
they are greatly mistaken. It is perfectly true that there niajr W 
persons who are disloyal and who have openly declared that they am 
•editions; but even then it will not be possible for yon to keep them 
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out by the mere oath of allegiance in the year 1932, It will be remem- 
bered by this House, Sir, that Mr, Do Valera, who is now entirely 
against the oath, first entered the Dail by taking the oath of allegiance. 
Even iu this country I am sure the persou who is so inclined will be 
as little reluctant to take the oath as Mr. De Valera was, whatever 
might be his personal opinion. As I told the House yesterday, the 
sanctity of the oath, the supernatural authority which was thought to 
be associated with it in the past, has disappeared, because, on the one 
hand we have learned to look upon a promise or a legul obligation 
or a moral obligation to be as binding as any oath and, because 
people who do not feel themselves Inniml bv a moral or legal obliga- 
tion alone, apart from the oath, would not think themselves bound 
even by an oath and will not hesitate to forswear themselves. There- 
fore, it will not prevent such persons as would be not willing at hear! 

to take the oath; On the other hand, as I have said, it would give m 

handle to those who want to create disturbance and to ruin the 

administration of the municipality as a part of the wide-spread policy 
to make the whole administration impossible. This will give such 
persons a handle which they will wield with great success. This will 
enable t hem to hang upon this peg a campaign for making municipal 
administration impossible just as in some quarters there has been at* 
uttempt to make the administration of union Imurd* impossible 
although there is no oath there. 1 do not want thnt the administration 
of the municipalities in future should Ik* jeopardised for a thing which 
is absolutely unnecessary. If you introduce the oath, you open the door 
for disturbances; if you do not introduce it, it will do no harm what- 
soever. 

Sir, I should not be so very anxious to press this amendment if 
the hopes I entertained in common with many others of my countrymen 
had been fulfilled, hopes that with the coming of the reforms the 
atmosphere would calm down and w’* would all settle down to a life 
of peace, quiet and progressive administration. That hope, which we 
had entertained ever since the Premier made his memorable speech at 
the conclusion of the Fir«t Round Table Conference, has now lieen 
shattered to pines by the recent announcement of the communal 
award 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you need go into that at all. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: 1 only want to say that 
the hopes of peace 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to say that, because you art 
deviating from the path that your motion clearly chalks out Wfore you. 
Why should you do that? 
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Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: We are not yet any- 

where near the end of the trouble ; we are still faced with a movement 
which seeks to upset everything and that movement should be given 
as little rope as possible, and by introducing this oath of allegiance 
we are just enabling the persons who are willing to create disturbances 
to find a new loophole — a new reason which they may hold out for their 
upsetting programme. For these reasons, Sir, I appeal to the members 
of this House and to Government not to bring in this element of dis- 
ruption into the affairs of municipalities by insisting upon a wholly 
useless matter. 

Babu BENOD BIHAR I 8ARKAR: I beg to oppose this amend- 
ment. Dr. Sen Gupta has said that the oath is quite unnecessary 
because every member and every man is under the oath of allegiance 
whether he formally takes it or not. All the same, Sir, every member 
of this Council has got to take the oath of allegiance and there is no 
reason why a municipal commissioner who owes his existence entirely 
to this Council, should not take the oath. There is, moreover, another 
point to be considered. Every one knows that he should tell the truth 
and nothing but the truth, but in even' country in the world, in spite 
of all that Dr. Sen Gupta may say, a man before he goes to the witness 
box has got to take an oath to tell the truth and nothing but the truth, 
if, for nothing else, at least to remind him of his duty of telling the 
truth, and the municipal commissioners should take the oath if, for 
nothing else, at least to remind them of their duties, obligation and 
responsibilities as subjects of the Crown and as partners of the greatest 
Empire that the world has ever seen. I would also ask the members of 
the House to remember what is happening in the dominions. I would 
remind them that in self-governing Canada, every man who holds any 
post under the Crown, or any office of profit, or occupies any place of 
trust, has got to take the oath of allegiance, and I request the mem- 
bers of this House to consider whether they can do better than follow 
the example of the self-governing dominions. I would ask you, 
gentlemen, to reject this amendment. 

Rai Bahadur KAMINI KUMAR DAS: I rise to sav a few words 

about the oath of allegiance as is contemplated in clause 63 of the 
Bill. It may be new to the municipal commissioners, but it is not 
new to those who are here to oppose or support this oath of allegiance. 

Some hon’hle friends of mine have tried to do away with it because 
according to them it is formal and so unnecessary. If it be a mere 
formality, why do we object to it? Are we not observing good many 
formalities from the day of our birth until our death? If so, wfcy 
should we be reluctant to observe one more formality while going to 
discharge our sacred duties to our fellow cititens? We have got a 
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auggeation from the meeting of eminent chairmen that the oath of 
allegiance is unnecessary, because municipal administration hai been 
going on smoothly without the oath, and it is not likely to improve 
matters. Fortunately it has not been said that it will anyhow stand 
in the way of our progress. Another suggestion also does not com- 
mend itself to me, namely, the oath is necessary for bodies which legis- 
late but not in municipal institutions. Sir, as for myself, I do not 
think it is unnecessary. I do not say it is formal. 

Allegiance is the true and faithful obedience of the subjects due to 
their Sovereign. It has its origin in the feudal bond under which the 
subjects termed “liege subjects’* were bound to sene the King, their 
* ‘liege lord”. 

It is the natural and legal obedience which every subject owes to 
his Prince in exchange for the protection extended by the Prince to 
the subject. This allegiance is thus a reciprocal boud. The subjects 
owe it to the Sovereign who i*. bound to govern the subjects according 
to the oath he takes at the time of his coronation. This allegiance is 
of a different kind. 

The allegiance may Ik* of different kinds — natural, local and legal. 
Legal allegiance requires that lie who has to take some legal office under 
the Crown has to take an express oath. We, the municipal commis- 
sioners, must acquire citizenship before we can aspire to have seats in 
the municipal boards. This citizenship is a matter of law. The State 
in the exercise of its sovereignty can determine for itself whom it will 
consider as its citizens. It is the personal relationship with the State. 
The municipal bodies are formed by group of persons elected and 
appointed as commissioners from amongst the citizens who owe their 
allegiance to Ilis Majesty the King-Emperor, his heirs, successors und 
representatives. Theae Indies, though not sovereign in their character, 
have got legal aspects and legal work to perform on behalf of the 
citizens. As representatives of the citizens and subjects of His 
Gracious Majesty each memW of the municipal boards should take 
his oath of allegiance to the (’rown for the great and sacred task he 
is going to undertake. Even the King take** his coronation oath before 
he ascends the throne. To study the oath from its own jioint of view, 
we see it is no barrier to our municipal work. We simply make an 
oath to faithfully discharge our duties into which we are about to 
enter. We begin with our allegiance to the Crown. Its character, as 
studied from primitive times, is found to be wholesome. It gives an 
air of sanctity to the municipal body. This oath is of the nature of 
legal allegiance. High officers of the Crown do take such oath when 
entering into their high offices. Jurors and assessors take oath before 
they give their verdict or opinion. The municipal bodies are also 
responsible bodies and have legal functions to perform. So it is quite 
in the fitness qf things that they should take oath of allegiance for 
their responsible work before they can be entrusted with that. 
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Maulvi HA88AN ALI: I give my whole-hearted support to the 
amendment of Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. Really I do not 
understand why this sort of clause, namely, the oath of allegiance, 
should be introduced in a municipal Bill. A municipal body is not a 
High Court where the oath of allegiance has got to be taken. It is 
not the legislative Council where the oath of allegiance is necessary. 
I do not understand how it is suitable in the case of municipal com- 
missioners. Docs the Hon’ble Minister, or, for the matter of that, 
Government, think that this democratic piece of legislation, namely, 
the Bengal Municipal Bill, will turn the municipalities of Bengal in 
a day into so many Irish Free States, and the municipal commissioners 
so many De Valeras who will declare in so many municipalities in 
Bengal in a day independence like so many Irish Free States? Sir, I 
think it is entirely uncalled for, and quite out of place in the case of 
commissioners whose main work is nothing hut to look after the drain- 
age and sweeping of the municipal roads, and, for the matter of that, 
its sanitation. They have not got to discharge the functions of legis- 
late rs for the good of the country as n whole, and its introduction into 
a IkkIv like this is wholly uncalled for and unsuitable. There is another 
side of the question ; Sir, there are men in the municipal area who have 
conscientious scruples, and will he debarred thereby from taking this 
oath of allegiance and entering into the municipality and giving their 
useful services to it. With these few words, I give my whole-hearted 
support to the amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I rise to support the amendment. Let 
nobody think that the movers of this amendment are refractory subjects 
of His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

The main reason for my supporting this amendment is that the 
taking of the oath of allegiance to the Crown in self-governing 
institutions like municipalities, district boards or union boards is quite 
unnecessary, because no legislation for governing the country is made 
in these institutions as is done in the legislatures of countries. 

The municipal self-government is nothing but the administration of 
roads, drains, privies and such other things as are ordinarily required 
for our domestic life at home. 

A municipality does not deal with political matters nor has it any 
concern with magisterial functions. The oath of allegiance to the 
Crown is a very dignified thing and hence it should not be unnecessarily 
used in small matters of a municipality. 

Dr a AMULYA RATAH CHOSE: I beg to support this amendment 
for the simple reasou that things which are unnecessary need not be 
insisted upon. Was the oath of allegiance necessary during the last 60 
years of municipal administration where the commissioners have bee n 
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working with absolute allegiance to the King-Emperor ? Therefore, 
Sir, at a time when the country is going to have provincial autonomy 
and responsible government, and all that, is this the time tliat this 
sort of thing is sought to be introduced in the municipalities, which 
was non-existent ever since the municipalities were established? 
Naturally there will be something suspicious when you want to insist 
on this, and force it on people whose loyalty so far has not been ques- 
tioned. Otherwise, why should this sort of thing be sought to be 
introduced in this legislation? This sort of suspicion ought not to be 
allowed to be formed in the minds of the people, and it is quite redun- 
dant and unnecessary to introduce a provision of this description. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. We have listened to the history of the oath of 
allegiance from Dr. Sen Gupta and an erudite commentary on it, but 
still I remain unconvinced as to its not ln»ing necessary, as l)r. Ken 
Gupta wanted to suggest, in these days. He seems to think that its 
introduction would rather encourage jHMjple who arc against Govern- 
ment to enter the municipality and make its working impossible, and 
he referred to the trouble which this province witnessed with regard to 
the working of the union lxatrd* 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: May 1 explain, I did not 
say flint ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V ou cannot interrupt at this stage unless the 
Hon’ble Minister gives way. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Do 1 understand 
that he did not refer to the working of tin* union bourds ; that there 
were no difficulties? 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: What I said was not that 
these persons would enter the municipalities, but that these persons 
might create disturbances so as to make working of the municipalities 
and their administration impossible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It means the 
same thing, l would just remind my friend that there is no oath of 
allegiance in the union boards, but still there was difficulty in the 
working of the union boards. Whereas there is already the oath of 
allegiance in the Calcutta Corporation, an autonomous laxly, but 1 do 
not think my friend will agree or will suggest that there is any diffi- 
culty whatsoever in the working of the Calcutta Corporation. There 
is the oath of allegiance in this House, and we are not fighting but are 
trying to work the constitution for what it is worth. 
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Sir, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta has given us a genesis of the 
oath of allegiance, viz., that every subject of the Crown, whether he 
takes the oath of allegiance or not, owes that allegiance to the 
Sovereign because protection and allegiance go together. If a subject 
owes his allegiance to the Crown, where is the harm if he simply 
declares that by taking the oath? (A voice: No harm.) He said 
that Ireland has voted against the oath of allegiance and that 
M*r. l)e Valera was fighting against it. I fervently hope that the day 
is yet to come when my country will follow the example of Ireland, 
and jH'ople of my country will take Mr. De Valera as their model. 

Mnulvi Ilnssan Ali, l)r. Amulya Ratan Ghose and several other 
speakers have said in this House that the duties of municipal 
commissioners are to look after the interests of the ratepayers. That 
is true, but they do not stop there. There is a strong tendency in 
members of local bodies to introduce politics nowadays into these 
institutions. 1 think this oath of allegiance will remind them that 
they owe allegiance to their King-Emperor, and I hope they will not 
go astray. 

As Mr. Ilassan Ali has said, there are many people who have 
honest scruples against taking any oath ot allegiance, and who, on 
that score, will not enter local bodies and help them with their advice. 
Such people, who have got scruples against taking the oath of allegiance 
to their King-Emperor, are, in inv opinion, neither honest nor desirable. 
It is certainly better that they should have nothing to do with local 
bodies. T appeal to this House not to be led awny by the theoretical 
arguments of Dr. Sen Gupta, and I am sure they will not be led away 
bv those arguments and will treat them for what they are worth. 
Besides, in an autonomous Government the oath of allegiance will be 
the strongest lx»nd of union between England and India. 

With these few words. Sir, I strongly oppose* the amendment. 

The motion that clause 53 be omitted was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


All, Maatvi H titan, 
taaarji, Mr. P. 

■tin, Mr. MtranSra Kumar. 
OHan*AaH, lti« Ki atari Manta. 
Gltanminry, Mtiihri Marti Attar. 
P tinman, Maatvi Mntmmmat 
ntata, Or. Antalya Rataa. 

Hakim, Manfoi AMal. 


AYES. 

Hanna, Ktsi K manual. 

Haiti, Mr. R. 

Maattrjaa, Mr. lytmapraaatf. 
Ray, Mr. ttaatl tktfcktramir. 
Rant, Rata Haaaai. 
tamatf, Maatvi AMaa. 
tan Qanta, Dr. MtraaR Otmatra. 
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NOES. 


Mni, NamaksaAn Kkwaja i mii-ii, 
Khan MakaAur. 

Ar matr auM , Mr. W. L. 

A Matin. Mr. A. M, 

••tun, Maulvi Skaik Rtkim. 

Mai, Baba Lai it Kumar. 

Saif Mai Sakik Sarat Chandra. 

Mat lakh. Mai laKaaur OabanBra Natk. 
Mamrji, Mai gakadur Kvthab Chandra. 
Mama, Mai lifcik PaiwhaMn. 

Baair UAAin, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
M akammaA. 

•irkmyra, Mr. H. 

Blandy, Mr. B. N. 

Mum, Mr. $. M. 

•am, Mr. K. M. 

CfcauAkurt, Or. JaganAra Chandra. 
CkauAhuri, Kkan aakatfur Maulvi All* 
muttamaa. 

CkauAhuri, Maulvi ByaA Oaman Haidar. 
CkaarAkury, Ha|i MAAi Ahmad. 

CkawAkury, Maulvi AkAul Ckani. 

Cakan, Mr. O. 4. 

Oappincar, Majar-Ganaral W. V. 

Da*, Mai aakaAur Kamini Kumar. 

Da*, Mai MakaAur SatyanAra Kumar. 
Baragal, ika Haa’kla Naarak K. 0. M., 
Kkan MakaAur. 

Fawaua, Mr. L. N. 

Parraatar, Mr. 4. Campkall. 

Caaaali, Mai MakaAur, tuail Kumar. 
Gkumavi, tka Man’bla AtkaAj Sir AkAal- 
karim. 

Oilakriat, Mr. M. N. 

Cuba, tabu Prafulla Kumar. 

Cuba, Mr. P. N. 

Maaua, Kkan MakaAur Maulvi Aiitul. 
ManAaraan, Mr. A. 0. N. 

Maaain, Nawab Muakarruf, Kkan MakaAur. 
Mua, Mr. A. K. Faxt-ul. 

Huaaain, Maulvi Latafat 
NaAMa, Mr. 4. D. V. 

Kanin, Maulvi Abut. 


Kkan, Maulvi AmimuMamaa. 

Kkan, Kkan MakaAur Maulvi Muanaan All. 
Kkan, Maulvi TamituAAin. 

Lavr, Mr. Su r tn A r a Nath, 
ta a aan , Mr. G. W. 

Macuira, Mr. L. T. 

MaClutkia, Mr. t. T. 

Mittar, tka Man'Ma Bir Pravaak GkunAar. 
Mamin, Kkan MakaAur MukaatmaA AkAul. 
Marti mar, Mr. H. M. 

Mulliak, Mr. MukunAa Makary. 

Mag, MavaranA M. A. 

NatimuAAin, tka Man'Ma Mr. Kkwaja. 
Marion, Mr. M. R. 

Patra, Mr. M. P. 

Pkilnat, Mr. H. C. V. 

PaAAar, Mr. AnanAa Makan. 

PaAdar, Balk Munuman PraaaA. 

Makman, Maulvi Axtiur. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. AbAur* 

Ray, Baku Amutyadkan. 

Ray, Baku Nagtndra Narayan. 

Raid, tka Man'Ma Mr. R. N. 

Rata, Mr. 4. 

Ray, Baku SatyanAra Natk. 

Ray, Mr. Sailaawar Sinah. 

Ray, Mr. Sarat Kumar. 

Ray, tka Man'Ma Mr. Btjay PraaaA Black. 
Saadatultak, Maulvi MukaatmaA. 

Sakana, Baku Satya Klnkar. 

Barkar, Baba MaaaA BUM* 

Barkar, Rat Bakik Rabat! Makan. 

Ban, Mr. B. R. 

Ban, Mr. Oirit Chandra. 

Staplatan, Mr. H. B. 

Thamat, Mr. M. P. 

T hampaa n, Mr. w. M. 

TawnanA, Mr. M. P. V. 

Twynam, Mr. M. 4. 

Wilkinvan, Mr. M. R. 

WaaAhaaA, tha Man'Ma Mr. 4. A. 
WarAtworth, Mr. W. C. 


The A yea hein#’ 15 ami the Noe* 80, the motion wuti lo«t. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS The question i« that clause 63 stand p»Tt of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agTeed to. 

Chime ‘54. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 64 stand part of 
the Bill. 
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Babu HARIBANSA ROY: I beg to more that for clause 54 the 
following l>e substituted, namely: — 

“54. (7) If the election of any commissioner is set aside, and no 
order for his disqualification for purposes of fresh election held under 
section 39 has been passed by the judge under section 35 the vacancy 
may be filled up by the same commissioner in any fresh election held 
under section 39. 

( 2 ) If the election of any commissioner is set aside under the provi- 
sions of section 35 and the judge has passed orders disqualifying such 
commissioner for purposes of any fresh election that may be held under 
section 39, or if any commissioner, chairman or vice-chairman is by 
reason of his death, resignation or removal or by reason of his seat 
becoming vacant under the provisions of section 51 or section 53 unable 
to complete his full term of office, or if a chairman or vice-chairman is 
granted leave under section 51 the vacancy caused by such death, 
resignation or removal or absence on leave, shall be filled by the 
appointment or election, as the case may he, of another person, and the 
person so appointed or elected shall fill such vacancy for the unexpired 
remainder of the term for which such commissioner, chairman or vice- 
chairman would otherwise huve continued in office or during his absence 
on leave, as the case may be.” 

The distinction between clause 54 of the Bill and the amendment 
projwsed by me will make the jx>sition clear 


4-16 p.m. 

The HonMWe Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, may I make 
a statement at this stage \ T am prepared to accept the amendment 
subject to some drafting alterations. Mv amendment runs thus — 

“That for clause 54 the following be substituted, namely*. — 

‘54. (i) If the election of any commissioner is set aside under 

the provisions of section 35 and the judge does not declare that person 
to bo disqualified for the purpose of such fresh election os may be held 
under section 39, the said person shall be eligible for re-election in 
th© vacancy so caused. 

( 2 ) If the election of any commissioner is set aside under the 
provisions of section 35 and the judge declam that person to be 
disqualified for the purpose of such fresh election as may be held 
under section 39, or if any commissioner, chairman or viccschainnan 
is, by reason of his death, resignation or removal or by reason of 
his seat becoming vacant under the provisions of section 51 or section 
83, unable to complete his full term of office, or if a chairman or 
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vice-chairman is grouted leave under section 51, the vacancy ao caused 
shall be filled by the appointment or elation, as the case may be, of 
another person. 

(.1) The person elected or appointed to a vacancy referred to in 
sub-section (/) or sub-section (£) shall fill such vacancy for the 
unexpired remainder of the term for which such commissioner, chair- 
man or vice-chairman would otherwise have continued in office or 
during his absence on leave, as the case may be/ ” 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Itijoy Prasad Singh Hoy was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion of Halm Hurilninsn Hoy, therefore, failed. 


(lausv "h>. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question i- that clause 55 stand pint of 
the Hill. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move that after clause 

55(21 the following }m* added, namely: — 

“Proxided that in cane the commissioners at the meeting fail 
to el«*<t a chan man, the (hail man of the outgoing lw»dv of 
i ommisNionei •» shall theieafter lesume his office and continue 
to hold the same until ihe new chairman is elected or 
appointed.” 

The Hon* We Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, mav 1 
inform the House at this stage that 1 am prepared to accept this 
amendment subject to certain drafting changes ? My amendment runs 
as follows : — 

”Thnt after clause 55 ( 2 ) the following proviso be added, nauioly ; — 

‘Provided that if the commissioners at the iwMJting fail to elect a 
chairman, the chairman of the outgoing body of commissioners shall 
thereafter resume office and continue to hold the same until the now 
chairman is elected or appointed/ ” 

The motion of the llon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Itoy was put 
and agreed to. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamiuuddin Khan, therefore, failed. 

Mir. PRESIDENT: The question is that clauae 56, aa amended 
by the Council, and clause 56 stand pert of the Bill. 

The motion waa put and agreed to. 


19 
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Clause 57. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 57 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The Hon'We Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 

that after clause 57 (2) the following be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that a resolution passed under this section for the 
removal of a chairman from office shall be subject to the 
approval of the Local Government. 

Sir, it is true that when a chairman is removed by the vote of a 
majority of two-thirds of the commissioners, it is very difficult for 
him to work as chairman, of that body, and 1 do not think that any 
useful purpose will be served by Government deciding that he must 
continue. But there should be a salutary check against any clique 
that may la? formed against a chairman : otherwise there is absolutely 
no reason why Government should intervene. I would ask my hom’ble 
friends to War in mind that in local bodies such cliques do often exist 
and it is not unlikely that a few persons may combine against a 
particular chairman simply because he is doing his work properly and 
honestly and because he has made himself unacceptable to certain 
people. To put a salutary check against such cliques, Government 
want to introduce this provision. Otherwise, as I have said, they have 
no reason to interfere. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, \ am afraid I cannot 
support this. This is an amendment which is on the same line with 
two other amendments which the House rejected yesterday, in which 
the approval of the Local Government was sought to he provided for 
the election of ehnirman and the delegation of power to vice-chairman. 
Sir, taking the grounds suggested by the Hon’ble Minister, I think 
this amendment will have no effect. If it is intended to put a check 
upon the vagaries and whims of the majority of the commissioners, 
sub-clause 2 provides the remedy. It lays down that an elected 
chairman and a vice-chairman may at any time be removed from his 
office by a resolution of the commissioners in favour of which no less 
than two-thirds of the whole number of the commissioners have given 
their votes at a meeting specially convened for the purpose. If that 
does not act as a salutary check, the mere possibility of Government 
vetoing the removal and forcing the chairman upon an unwilling clique 
will not have any effect. If there is any clique and they pass a 
resolution by a two-third majority for removing the chairman, I do 
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not think they will be debarred from removing an unpopular chairman 
by the shadow of the Local Government’s veto before them. Moreover, 
what will be the result of the Local Government’s vetoing the removal 
of the chairman? Supposing the majority again pass a resolution 
removing him. I think it is absolutely useless and I oppose it. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA S Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
has been pleased to admit that tho occasions for exercising this check 
by the Local Government must bo extremely rare. If a chairman 
is removed by a vote of censure by a majority of two-thirds of the 
commissioners, there will bo no sense in puttiug him laick to that 
position again. The Government possesses the power now, and it is 
worth while to know how many times since the Municipal Act was 
passed the lx»cal Government have l»een called U|s>n to resort to this 
power. If this |*>wer has been resorted to on very, very few occasions 
in the past, is not that a strong reason for getting rid of this obnoxious 
provision giving jn>wer to the Local Government to override the 
municipal commissioners’ resolution jsissih! by a two-third majority? 
It will not **erve any useful purpose — it has not done so in the past 
and it will not do so in the future, and in view of the very unlikely 
contingency of this happening in the future, this amendment should 
be opjiosod. 


Of. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE S In opposing the amendment I 
beg to say that I have not !*»en able to understand the reason placed 
Wore us by the Hon’ble Minister. The majority which has been 
provided in this Bill is quite an insurmountable check on anybody to 
remove a chairman, and if two-thirds of a House vote against the 
chairman, it is simply preposterous for any Government to think of 
retaining such a chairman. Then, Sir, if the election of a chairman 
require the approvul of the Government, then of course the removal 
of the chairman should also require the approval of the Government 
as a formal necessity, but when that motion has been thrown out by 
the House yesterday I do not think that the present amendment should 
come before us. I, therefore, oppose the amendment. 

Rate RENOD RIHARI RARKAR. Sir, I beg to support the 
amendment and in this connection I should like to rite an instance 
which would prove conclusively how necessary it is to keep some reserve 
power in the hands of Government. In one case an elected chairman 
after his election found the municipality to be heavily in arrears. He 
found also that the municipal commissioners who were being elected 
term after term were the greatest defaulters. He tried his best to 
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realise dues, but these commissioners put every obstacle in his way. 
He was an honest man and he did his work very efficiently. He made 
the commissioners pay up the arrears, and the result was that all the 
commissioners — at least most of them — went against him and in a 
meeting they passed a resolution removing him, and then the Local 
Government had to intervene. Government should abdicate if they 
cannot protect men from such injustice. (Hear, hear.) 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, after the 
defeat of Government in regard to the resolution relating to the ap- 
proval of the election of chairmen of municipalities, I do not think 
that such a provision is necessary, and in fact under the Bengal Village 
Self-Government Act a resolution passed by a majority of two-thirds of 
the members of a union board for the removal of a president, is general- 
ly respected by the district board; the decision of the union boards is 
not frequently vetoed. The power contemplated to be given to Govern- 
ment will seldom be exercised and as such I do not think there is hardly 
any necessity for making such provision in the Act. 

4-30 p.m. 

It, is an admitted fact, Sir, that in union board areas party faction^ 
and cliques are a common occurrence and 1 do not think that in munici- 
palities which are more progressive and where the Bengal Municipal 
Act has been in operation for the last 50 years, such contingencies will 
frequently arise. I would, therefore, request the Hon'hle Minisler to 
reconsider the point and withdraw* the proposal. 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Sir, 1 do not intend to detain the House 
very long, but I would like very much to answer the argument that 
because the powder has not bad to be used for 50 years, therefore it is 
without use and we can do without it. There are very many sections 
in the Indian Penal (ode which are practically never used. But do 
my friends opposite, on that account, maintain that they are unneces- 
sary and that they can be done away with? It might ns well be said 
that because for 50 years no one has fallen over a precipice, which is 
protected by a fence, that would be a reason for pulling down the 
fence. I think, Sir, this argument is conclusive. 

Then, again, it has Wen said that this power is unnecessary because 
it has not been used by union boards. But I may say, Sir, the question 
of union hoards is rather experimental, and we cannot draw any useful 
conclusion from them which would apply to the working of a 
municipality. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was then 
put and lost. 
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[At 4-40 p.m. the Council wag adjourned for prayer and it reas- 
sembled at 4-50 p.m.] 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: I beg to move that after clause 
67 ( 2 ) the following he added, namely: — 

“(«?) A chairman or a vice-chairman shall vacate his office if he 
becomes seriously indebted to any person within the municipality.” 

This amendment speaks for itself and I do not think I need make 
a long speech in support of it. I move it in the interest of the purity 
of municipal administration. So far as officers of the municipality are 
concerned, there is in clause t»9 of the Bill a provision to the effect that 
a person shall not be eligible for the office of executive officer, secre- 
tary, engineer, health officer, superintendent of water-works, sanitary 
inspector, assessor, tax collector, accountant or overseer of a munici- 
pality if he is seriously in debt. If that he the principle of the pro- 
vision in clause f>9, I do not know how, and with what, face, it can be 
said that the chief officers of a municipality, namely, the chairman 
and the vice-chairman, should continue in ofli< e if they become 
seriously indebted to any person within that mimic i pal i tv . So far 
os clause t*S regarding other officers is concerned, it is admittedly \ery 
wide; but 1 say that if the chairman or the vice-chairman becomes 
aeriouelv indebted to anv person within a municipality, it necessarily 
impairs efficiency ho far as that person or persons near about are con- 
cerned. I. therefore, hope that in t ho interest of the purity of munici- 
pal administration this amendment will be accepted by the House. 


Mr. 8. M. B08E: T am sorry I have to oppose this motion. Mr. 
N. K. Busu has just referred to clause 09 which, unfortunately, refers 
only to those men who are paid officers. A chairman or a vice-chair- 
man is not a paid officer, and there is no reason for this restriction. 
Then Mr. Basil has said that if such a person is indebted to any person 
within a municipality, he could not do hi* work properly. If that be 
so. Sir, why should it be “to a person within the municipality” oi ly 
and not without it also? 


5 p-m. 

I can understand that if a man is very heavily in debt, whether 
inside or outside the municipality, lie should not lie allowed to stand 
but to say simply that because he is in debt within the municipality 
he should not be allowed to stand, is an argument which I do not 
understand. Further, there is another difficulty, as it is said “if he 
becomes serioualy indebted”. What is the meaning of the word 
“aeriouaJy” and who is to judge that? So T oppose this amendment. 
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Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I am sorry to 

have to oppose the amendment. Mr. Basil has drawn the attention of 
the House to clauge 69 in which provision has been made that if any 
officer of a municipality is seriously in debt, he should be removed; 
but so far as this amendment is concerned, there is absolutely no pro- 
vision as to who will sit in judgment as to whether a particular chair- 
man or vice-chairman is seriously in debt or not. Who is to judge it? 
In the absence of such a provision, I do not think the House should 
accept the amendment. Secondly, Sir, as it has already been pointed 
out by Mr. S. M. Bose, there is nothing in the amendment to show 
what is meant by the word “seriously”. If a man is seriously in 
debt, it does not matter whether he has borrowed money from a person 
residing within the municipality or outside it, but the very fact that 
he is seriously in debt should alone be enough to consider whether he 
should not l>e entrusted with the administration of the municipality. 
If it be with the object of preventing dishonesty that such a provision 
is intended to be inserted, there is, indeed, some justification for it. 
But I cannot understand why a person who has borrowed money from 
a person living outside the municipal limits should be allowed to con- 
tinue in office. The wording of the amendment is such that no action 
can be taken against a chairman or a \ ice-chairman if he borrows 
money from a person living outside the municipal areas. It is quite 
all right so far as the principle goes, but the amendment, as it stands, 
is not acceptable. 


Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I rise to support the amendment of my 
friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basil. My reasons are these: I do not 
mean to say that simply because a chairman or vice-chairman is 
seriously indebted, therefore he will not lie honest in his work or will 
not be able to discharge his duty properly. At/ the same time nobody 
can deny that if a man is seriously indebted to any servant in the 
municipality or to any citizen, he cannot discharge his duty as indepen- 
dently as he would be able if he were free from any encumbrance. 
Sir, there is a Government provision under which Government servants, 
District Magistrates, District Judges, Munsifs and even Commissioners 
of Divisions cannot contract loans or debts within their jurisdiction, 
I mean to soy from any people in their jurisdiction, and I think, Sir, 
that the chairman or vice-chairman of a municipality have to deal more 
with the people of the municipality than a District Magistrate or a 
Commissioner or even a District Judge. By this rule Government do 
not say that judicial oV executive officers are so weak that they will 
not be able to discharge their duties honestly because of the fact that 
they are indebted; but at the same time it is desirable that men is 
power and exercising some authority over a certain class of people 
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within a certain area should not be under any obligation even of a 
pecuniary character to any of the citizens and I think that the old 
adage that the chairmau and vice-chairman should be “like Cieaar’s 
wife above suspicion “ is quite true. 


RtVIfSnd B. A. NAG* Mr. President, Sir, I would like to oppose 
this amendment because of these difficulties; first, who is to decide 
whether a man is seriously in debt}* If the vice-chairman or chairman 
is in debt, one could understand, but who is to judge whether o person 
is seriously indebted and what is the meaning of the word “seriously*' f 
Secondly, Sir, in small municipalities I can conceive that in the cose 
of a chairman or a vice-chairman or l>oth of them vacating their office, 
you may find it impossible to fill up their places because they all may 
be in debt. It practically menus the disbanding of the whole munici- 
pality. Because of these difficulties, I oppose this amendment. 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY • Sir. I have much pleasure in 
supporting this amendment. The amendment is very safely worded 
and I think the members of I his Council are asked to make any distinc- 
tion between a rich chairman and a poor chairman. The two safe- 
guards provided in tins amendment are “serious indebtedness” and 
“indebtedness within the municipality*' and these words are, I think, 
sufficient safeguards. In \ tew of these words, I supjMirt the amendment. 

Th# Hon* bis Mr. BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. Fust of all, it is not a practical projHmal ns 
to who will decide that a man is seriously indebted. Then you abso- 
lutely leave him at the mercy of the commissioners. Moreover, ns it 
was pointed out hv the previous speakers, the seriousness must be In 
relation to his projwrty. If a man in worth H«. 10 lakhs and is indebt- 
ed to the extent of only Rs. 0 lakhs, it is serious indebtedness no doubt, 
but whether it is «uelt as to justify his removal must h© derided by 
somebody. There i- in section 00 provision for the I/»cnl Government 
to der ide whether a man should or should not Us ap|w»inted an officer 
cf the municipality because of his indebtedness. But, Sir, Mr. Basu 
•ays no such thing; so this clause, if inserted, will make this section 
unworkable. If a chairman or a vire-ebairman is seriously indebted 
and his removal is justified on that ground, th© commissioners will 
always take action under the Act to remove him. So I oppose this 
amendment. 

The motion of Mr. Narendro Kumar Basu was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 57, stand part of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Clause 58. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 58 stand part of 
the Bill. 


Maulvi HA88AN ALI: I beg to move that clause 58 be omitted. 

Sir, I want to delete this clause and my reasons are these: The 
powers given to the Local Government in, this Bill for removing a com- 
missioner are wide and objectionable. It is said that a man who is 
convicted of an offence which “in the opinion of the Local Government” 
involves moral turpitude can be removed. These words “in the opinion 
of the Local Government*’ seem to l>e highly objectionable and the pro- 
vision is quite against the ideas of modern democracy and gives powers 
to the I xk'uI Government which Government had not hitherto exercised. 
Besides, removal on the ground of the violation of the oath of allegiance 
is an arhitiarv exercise of powers which can he never tolerated. It will 
leave open to the sweet will of the executive as to what constitutes the 
violation of the oath of allegiance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. 1 rise to 
oppose this amendment. This provision is necessary for the working 
of the Act. The mover of the amendment* has said that it should not 
l>e left to Government whether n man should be removed for the viola- 
tion of the oath of allegiance. In his opinion, the violation of the oath 
of allegiance is no offence: he seems to think so; but Government will 
have no personal bias against any particular person. Government and 
Government alone should determine it. As a matter of fact, Govern- 
ment enjoy this power even under the Calcutta Municipal Act and it 
has seldom been exercised. It was exercised only in one case and that 
was for a very serious offence. Mv point is that only in case of emer- 
gency or extreme cases Government will exercise this power and this 
reserve power should he left to them. 1 would ask the members of this 
House to rememl>er that the Minister in charge of this department is 
the Ix»cal Government for the purpose of this Act. He is responsible 
to this House and to the public outside through this House. There is 
absolutely no chance of his abusing this power. If he does so, the only 
course and the easiest course is to pass a vote of no-confidence and 
remove him from office. For these reasons, I would oppose this amend- 
ment. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, on a point of order, may 1 
inquire whether the movers of other amendments will be allowed to 
move their amendments f 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: If the amendment is accepted, the whole clause 
will disappear, and the other amendments will accordingly fail. 

The motion of Maulvi Ilassan Ali was then put and lost. 

B«bu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Sir, I be* to point out 
that there seems to be some printing mistake in regard to the motion 
which stands in my name. I sent in a notice to delete clause 58 (/). 

Df# NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA* .Sir, in that case I would 
like to move the amendment as it stands on the agenda paper. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kishori Biihu, is it your jaunt that you sent in 
a notice of an amendment which attacks 58 (I) and not 58 (<tl) ? 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y mu jirohahlv want to say that \otir amendment 
is (juite independent of the amendment on the agenda paper and that 
it has not been given si place by mistake. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: Ye*, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ah there me others who have given notice of 
amendments, attacking 58 (<//), I shall call upon you to move your 
amendment after they have moved theirs. 


6-15 p.m. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI : I hog to move that clause 
58 (nl) he omitted. 

Tht Hon 'bit Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government is 
prepared to accept this amendment. 

The motion of Munindra I)eb Rai Mahasui was then jmt and agreed 

to. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 beg to move that clause 
58 (/) be omitted. Mv reasons is that if amongst the municipal com- 
mi&ioners there arises a difference, and the majority want to swamp the 
minority, it would be very easy for the majority commissioners to bring 
forward a charge of some sort of misconduct and remove one who is not 
very pleasing to them, or whose removal thev may mint. In that 
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▼lew, so Ion# as a man enjoys the confidence of his constituency, I 
think it would be improper to allow the commissioners to have an oppor- 
tunity to remove him. I think such an opportunity should not be 
given, and I hope the Ilon’ble Ministei will kindly accept this amend- 
ment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this amendment. What is the language of the clause, SirP I will 
read it: “The Local Government may, remove an elected com- 
missioner on the ground of misconduct in the discharge of his 

duty if the removal is recommended by a resolution of the com- 

missioners passed at special meeting called for the purpose and support- 
ed by the votes of not less than two-thirds of the whole number of com- 
missioners of the municipality. “ Government will be simply register- 
ing a decree passed by the commissioners, not by a bare majority, but 
by n two-third majority, and the removal will he on the ground of 
failure to discharge duty or for disgraceful conduct. I think this is a 
very salutary provision and if the two-thirds of the whole body of 
commissioners think that a particular commissioner has failed to dis- 
charge his duty, he should be returned. I think it stands to reason 
that lie should not he allowed to retain his seat in spite of disgraceful 
conduct or failure to discharge his duties as a commissioner. So I 
oppose this amendment. 


Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: I beg to give my whole-hearted 
support to the amendment moved by my esteemed friend, Babu Kishori 
Mohnn Ohnudhuri, and in doing sc 1 beg to say that the two-third 
majority oftentimes occurs in a single party. 1 can tell from my own 
experience. I was elected from my ward alone, ns an independent, 
whereas from all other wards, I think 19 seats were captured by a single 
coterie. It would be very simple for that party to bring in any sort of 
allegation against me, and there was no one, not to speak of two-third 
majority, to support me, as I was in a hopeless minority. This majo- 
rity would be sufficient to convince the Government that I should be 
removed from the municipality in spite of the fact that I was Rtili en- 
joying the confidence of the people who sent me. It would be a very 
tin just procedure for the Government to accept things like that. In the 
preceding sub-clause the Tx>cftl Government has power at any time to 
remove a commissioner appointed bv it. Government have agreed to 
omit that part, and why should they not agree to omit the other part as 
well, when the question of elected commissioners comes before them? 

With these words, I support the amendment. 
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Kflktn Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: l am afraid my friend in 
«o much prejudiced for his personal grievance that he ha* forgotten to 
look into the language of the section. The section says, firstly, not 
a misconduct of every kind that would he the matter determining the 
removal, hut misconduct in the discharge of the duty of a municipal 
commissioner, and secondly, two-thirds of the commissioners must agree. 
I think my friend, in spite of all talks about coterie, would find it 
usually very difficult to get together two-thirds of the commissioners 
at one time who would agree, and even if the coterie really wants to 
be so prejudiced as to remove a commissioner, there is the Local 
Government who would finally decide whether there was failure in the 
discharge of duties and whether such commissioner should he removed. 
I think the Minister explained, it is for Ilm eminent to confirm the 
decision of the commissioners and they retain tin* power of deciding 
whether a man guilty of misconduct in the discharge of his duties, 
should he removed. I hope m\ friend is not serious and that ho does 
not realh want that a man who i* really guilty of misconduct, in the 
discharge of his duU. should h»* retained 

Babu 8ATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 oppose this amendment and 
go further than the Minister himself because not only the Government 
registers it, hut it i-, only optional, as the word “may*' is in the clause, 
and it i* not mmpul*or\ for Government to remove a commissioner, 
even though the commissioner hy a two-third majority desire to 
remove him. If a chairman « an be removed hy a two-third majority, 
why should not a commissioner he removed by a two-third majority, 
and that for mi'ronduct ? And then there is the safeguard that Govern- 
ment may or may not remote him; it is quite optional. So I opjxsie 
this amendment. * 

The motion of Hatiu Kishori Mohan Chnudhun was then put and 
lost. 

Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: May I have your per- 
mission to mo\e motion No. 780 which stand* in the name of Bubu 
Satish Chandra Kay Chowdhurv Y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: X o; I called this motion and it was not moved 
at the time. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: I beg to move that in 
clause 68 ( 2 ) (<ii. in line 8, the words “in the opinion of the Ixrcal 
Government" he omitted. 

I have ulready made my submission on another amendment regard- 
ing an offence which involves moral turpitude. As it is, we are giving 
discretion to the Local Government to say that in one case it involves 
moral turpitude, and in another case it does not. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: I oppose this 

amendment. I think the word “convicted” is sufficient safeguard 
against the misuse of this power; so I do not think there is any justifi- 
cation for the amendment. I oppose it. 

The motion of Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta was then put and 
lost. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I beg to move that for 

clause 58 (2) (d) the following be substituted, namely: — 

"(d) if he has Wen convicted by a competent court of the offence of 
waging war against the King or conspiracy to wage war 
against the King or of sedition; provided that it has been 
found by such court that he was guilty of instigating violence 
for subveiting the Government established by law in British 
India, or.” 

Mr. H. P. V. TOWNEND: Might I inquire. Sir, whether tins is 
really 58 (2) (d) or 58 (2) ib)Y 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: It is 58 (2) (b), Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it is a printing mistake. 

Mr. H. P, V. TOWNEND: Yes, Sir, I think it is a misprint. If 
that is so, Sir, Government is prepared to accept the amendment with 
a verbal change. I want to add the words “using or” after the words 
“he was guilty of” and the words “the subversion of” in place of the 
word “subverting” in the last few lines of sub-section (») ( b ). 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I am prepared to accept 
the amendment. 

Khtfl Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE. Am I to understand that 
Government do not want to reserve any power if there is a violation of 
the oath of allegiance? , 

The Hon* bio Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: I am sorry there 
is some misunderstanding, Sir. I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then there is a conflict between you and your 
Secretary. (Laughter.) 

The HofPble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It is not a con- 
flict, Sir. It was a mistake. 
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Or. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: What I my is this: 
that, under the clause as it stands, the L<h« 1 Government may* by 
notification issued after due inquiry, remove any commissioner for 
violation of the oath of allegiance. 


Tht Hoft’blt Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, may I 
explain one thing at this stage just to save the time of the House? If 
Dr. Sen Gupta would agree to have his amendment put in in addition 
to, but not in substitution of, the clause of the Bill, 1 should have no 
objection. In *hort, I cannot agree to jus pioposal of substituting bin 
amendment in place of the clause in the Bill. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: 1 um not agreeable to 
the proposal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your objection? 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: Sir, the clause, as it 
stand", provide^ that the L>cnl Government may remove any commis- 
sioner by notitb ntnm iv*ued after due mquny to the effect that sucb 
commissioner ha" violated the oath of allegiance. In that case, he 
loses hi" "eat. But what I want is that instead of tins n commissioner 
imi't have been lonvicted for sedition, or for eonspmiey to wage war 
against the King, or for waging war against the King. There is no 
difference between violation of the oath of allegiance and sedition. 
That is a thing which I want the Ilon’hle Minister to l»enr in mind. 
Suppose a man violates the oath of allegiance: he commits sedition; 
and if he commit* "edition, he is liable to la* convicted by a court of 
law. I mean that a man who bus done so, should 1 m* found by a com- 
petent court of law to have dour no before be is removed. What the 
Government promise* to do is that there need he no conviction by a 
court of law if it thinks that the oath has lw‘en violated. In recent 
times there have Wn many instances in which the Government has 
held that the duty of allegiance has been violated in such a way as to 
justify action cm their part, whereas, actually, there was no such thing. 
I want* therefore, in the first place, that this power of Government to 
declare what is a criminal offence — and for which a court should make 
a declaration — should not exist. 

Then* Sir, the proviso says that it is not enough that there should 
be a conviction for sedition, which has been explained in some case* 
aa want of affection for Government. I may inform the House that 
some decisions have gone so far as that, thereby implying that want of 
affection for Government was tantamount to disaffection. Sedition is 
not merely disaffection or want of affection for Government ; but there 
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should be real sedition. Sedition in England always means something’ 
more than what it means here. No court in England will convict a man 
of sedition unless he has been found to do something which would 
be tantamount to instigation to violence : I repeat that no court in 
England will convict a person of sedition on account of an absence of 
affection for Government. That is the established law in England. A 
mere absence of affection, or for that matter disaffection, is not sedi- 
tion in England. A mere disaffection towards Government is not 
enough in England to convict a person for sedition. On the other 
hand, it is considered enough here in India according to the decisions 
of the court. That is the reason why I have provided that a person 
guilty of sedition should also be found guilty either of instigating 
violence, or of waging war against the King, or of conspiracy to wage 
war against the King: without that a mere conviction for sedition will 
not suffice. The reason is this: A person who is a revolutionary or 
who instigates violence is not a desirable man for a municipality. 
You can put him out. But a person who does not feel attached to the 
established Government or who is disposed to upset the existing social 
order, and yet does not instigate violence, that person is nowhere con- 
sidered undesirable for being associated with the administration of 
local bodies. Therefore, Sir, there is a real distinction upon which 
the liability to exclusion from civic duty can rest. And that is a 
vital distinction. This is the underlying principle of my amendment, 
and that is why I want to substitute this amendment for the clause in 
the Bill. To come to grips with the point at issue, I must again repeat 
that such a person must be convicted in the first place by a proper 
<M>urt of law, and that, in the second place, the conviction must be for 
real seditious speeches, writings, and acts, viz., those which amount to 
instigation of violence. 

I submit, Sir, that if my amendment is accepted, it would leave 
out those persons who are not wanted. It would provide exactly what 
is wanted: it will keep out those persons who require to be kept out: 
it will give a real significance to the word “sedition”, viz., that thoso 
who have been convicted for sedition, or for waging war against the 
King or for conspiracy to wage war against the King would be kept 
out. Without going into the technicalities of the low those who have 
violated the oath of allegiance will be kept out. Up till now no court 
has found that allegiance can be broken otherwise than by treason or 
sedition. 

Mr. iHANTI tHEKHARESWAR RAYS I support the amend* 

ment moved by Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. The clause, as it 
stands, is very vague and should be made clearer. Dr. Sen Gupta’s 
amendment states what is necessary in such circumstances and I hope 
the Hon’ble Minister will accept the amendment. 
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Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONGS It seems to me that this amendment of 
Dr. Son Gupta is somewhat superfluous. For instance, if a man is 
found guilty of treason or sedition, surely he will not l»e removed by 
the municipality; he will he removed by the police as he is going to be 
one of His Majesty’s guests. When a man is convicted for treason or 
sedition, he is taken entirely out of the hands of the municipality. 

I do not see any reason why a man who is convicted should not be in 
prison; he should have nothing to do with u municipality. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
which has just now been moved by my friend Dr. Nuresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta. The clause, as it stands, gives power to the Ixx'ul Government 
to remove a commissioner who violates the oath of allegiance; and, us 
has been pointed out by my erudite friend, the distinguished lawyer, 
that if a man violates the oath of allegiance he will be guilty of ti 
criminal offence, and, as such, can be sentenced to punishment by any 
court of law. My submission to you, Sir, is that if such a jiersoii 
violates the oath of allegiance. Government is bound to prosecute him 
and secure a conviction against him. Hut simply localise a District 
Magistrate holds on the confidential report of an inquiry held some- 
where and under certain circumstances or it may even la* on the report 
of a police constable that such a man is dangerous or is likely to create 
violence, it will not 1 h* fair either to the ratepayers or to the commis- 
sioners to remove him. 1 think, Sir, that Government will lose 
nothing by accepting this amendment, because anybody who is found 
violating the oath of allegiance will lie convicted and put out of office. 
It is then that Government should be authorised to remove such a 
person from his office on that account, ra*,, the commission of a 
criminal offence. He mint not be removed simply because the District 
Magistrate declares that he is unacceptable, at the sweet will of 
Government. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL FORRESTER: On a [joint of information. 
Sir, I am not quite sure what Dr. Sen Gupta said about sedition. 
Does he mean* for instance, that the grief resolution [sooted bv the 
Calcutta Corporation in connection with the death of Dineah Gupta 
comes under sedition under this clause? 

Dr. NARIBH GHANDRA SEN GUPTA: In the case cited it i» 
either sedition or no breach of the oath of allegiance. 

The Hoit’blt Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the language 

of the clause is perfectly clear, viz., that if be has been declared by the 
Local Government by notification issued after due inquiry to have 
violated his oath of allegiance, the Local Government may remove 

him. 
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Mr. Abul Kasem seems to think that Government would abt solely 
on the report of the District Magistrate. Nothing of the kind. He 
has got no reason to think that the Local Government wotild accept 
anything that may be supplied to it by the District Magistrate. That 
ia never done. This clause is meant to provide against cases which 
were referred to by Mr. Campbell Forrester. Take, for instanoe, the 
case of Bepin Behari Ganguly of the Calcutta Corporation. That man 
has not been convicted by any court of law for waging war against 
the King, but certainly he has violated the oath of allegiance. 


Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Question! 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: That question I 
do not think I need answer. He has violated his oath of allegiance 
by bis association with the teriorist movement. If Government is 
left without any power to remove a person, who ojxuilv and publicly 
declares his sympathy with murderers, it will be a deplorable situation 
indeed. 1 dare say that not only this Government but all future 
Governments 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, is the Ilon’blc 
Minister entitled to make any aspersion against a man who is not here 
and who has been acquitted bv the High Court ( >f such a charge, so 
far as my information goes? **"'■ * 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: My friend is 
absolutely wrong. Even the Calcutta Corporation has refused to grant 
him leave and I hope the hon'ble member has got greater knowledge 
about him, or any sympathy with him. 


Mr. BHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: It is not only a question 

of symjmthy but a question of justice also. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: My friend has a 
curious sense of justice and I pity him for it. Not only the present 
Government hut the Government that is yet to come will need sOch a 
clause to remove jxmple who have violated the oath of allegiance. I 
will request the members of this House to look ahead and to invest 
Government with powers to meet a contingency like this. It is no use 
blaming the present Government ; if there be any Government at all, 
it will need such a power. In this view I ask the House to ojpoet 
this amendment. 
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Mr. S» M. BOSE: Sir, may I just nay one wort! ? In action *22(2) 
of tike Oalcuttu Municipal Act a similar provision exists. 

. The motion of I)r. Xareah ('ha mini Sen (i uj»ta was then put and 
lost. 


Rai Sahib AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 58 (JD («*>, in line 1, after the word* “if he*' the wonla "other- 
wise than with the |»ennit**it>n in writing of the Commissioner of the 
Division" lie inserted. 

My ground for moving this amendment is that if this clause he 
r allowed to stand without the insertion of these words, it will act highly 
prejudicially in the case of a person who is a partner in a particular 
firm of contractor* from before his election or apj>ointment a* a com- 
missioner. Well, Sir, that firm of contractors might have contracted 
with the municipality for doing certain work, and if subsequent to that 
he becomes a commissioner, then according to this clause, as it now 
stands, he will either have to resign his conmiissionership or do away 
with his partnership in the firm and if he has to do the latter Hhen 
jjcrhajw the only source of his income for (he maintenance of his family 
may he stopped. That firm of contractors might have already started 
Wttc at the time he Iter a me a commissioner, and then for no fault of 
his he would either have to resign his < ommisstonership or to do away 
with* his fsutnership, which he cannot afford to do. Mv submission 
to this House is that such contingencies may happen and the wording 
of the clause, as it now stands, mas dash with tlm interest of such 
persons. 

Then* is another thing which has to !h» considered. The clause 
reads: "if he knowingly acquire* or continue* to have, directly or 
indirectly by himself or his jwrtncr, any share or interest in tiny con- 
tract or employment w'ith, by or on Udialf of the commissioners or 
holds any office of profit under the commissioners." Sir, a commis- 
sioner may be a lawyer and sometimes lawyer commissioners are 
engaged or retained as pleaders of municipalities, and they also make 
some profit by wav of fees. Now this clause would act as a bar to the 
retention of a pleader commissioner as the pleader of (he municipality. 
So my submission to this House is that the wordings of this clause 
wiH act highly prejudicially in the case of an elected commissioner 
who ia a member of a contracting firm, or in the case of a pleader who 
may be elected as a commissioner. In the ca m of a pleader commie- 
aJoeer the municipality generally gets his help at a much lower fee, 
although that pleader may be a very' good one commanding a high 

20 
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fee. Because lie is a commissioner, the municipality can, get his 
services at a small fee, but by the operation of this clause the qxujii- 
cipality will lose his services. So my submission to this House jg that 
it should consider the circumstances which I have just urged, and 
accept my amendment. 


Mr. 8. M. B08E: Sir, I l>eg to oppose this amendment very strongly 
and 1 am indeed astonished that it should have been moved. May I 
draw the attention of the hon’ble mover to the fact that so far back as 
1884, in section 57 of the Bengal Municipal Act it was clearly laid 
down that “no member of a municipality shall have directly or indirect- 
ly any share or interest in any contract whatsoever to which the muni- 
cipality is a i>arty or shall hold any office of advantage or profit under 
it” and that it was further provided in the Act of 1884 that any com- 
missioner having such share or interest should be disqualified. Now 
after 60 years the hon’ble mover seriously wants us to go back ! The 
real iwrineiple underlying this provision is known to all, namely, that 
no |>erson is to Ik* allowed to be placed in such a position that his duty 
towards the public and his {H*rsonal interest may in any way conflict. 
For instance, an executor or an administrator cannot sell a trust pro- 
perty and buy it himself even though it Ik* for a \ery gtssl priee. There 
is no question of artual dishonesty. Even if the projierty be ^pld for 
an adequate jirice, yet the very sale by an executor or administrator to 
himself is bad and is not allowed. In the Calcutta Municipal Act we 
have this rule: that nobody can stand as a candidate who holds any 
share or interest in any contract nor cun u sitting member of the 
municipality acquire such interest; and further we have already pro- 
vided in section 20 ( f ) and (<;) of this Bill that a person having a share 
or interest in any contract cannot stand as a candidate. Now, my 
friend wants that a man who cannot stand for election for having a 
share or interest in a contract should Ik* allowed, once he is elected, 
through the help of a lienevolent Government, to hold a plate of profit 
to himself in the municipality. That is all wrong. Then, further, as 
regards the point raised about an existing contract, may I draw the 
mover s attention to sub-clause (»!) of clause 58 which says that before 
removing a commissioner on this ground the Local Government shall 
allow that person an opjxirtunity of being heard, and also to sub- 
clause ( 5 ) ? Further, as regards the mover’s point about an emi nen t 
pleader not being allowed to be engaged by the muaiopdity, ihi# 
really comes under clauses 58(2) (d) and 58(J) and not under 4#). It 
is highly undesirable that a lawyer member of a corporation should 
be allowed to take any advantage of his position as a member of t hat 
body even though he may be an elected member. On these ground* 

I Wrongly oppose the amendment. 
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Kka* Bahadur Mautvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I am aurpriaed at 

♦wo things. The first is that the Hon’ Me Minister, although he gave 
noti# of this motion, did not move it. I am glad that after recon- 
sideration he is content to leave the motion to its own fate and to keep 
silent himself, after being the permanent speaking factor in this House 
"‘for the last few weeks. Secondly, I am still more surprised that 
Rai Sahib Akshov Kumar Seu who has moved it did not care to go 
through the clause properly. If he would look to the next page, he will 
see in sub-clause the following: — 

“Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (r) of sub-section 
( 2 ) Ho person shall be deemed to be disqualified thereunder by reason 
ofHy — 

(а) of his having u slum* or interest in — 

(i) a contract entered into between the commissioners and 
any incorpwnted or registered company of which 
such commissioner i* a menilier or shareholder; or 
(u) any lease, or fninhase of land, or any agreement for 
the same; or 

(in) any agreement for the loan of money only; 

(ir) any newsjsipers in which any advertisement relating to 
the affairs of the miininp»lit\ is inserted; 

(б) of Ins being professionally engaged on behalf of the commis- 

sioners as a legul practitioner and receiving a fee for services 
rendered in his professional capacity:" 

Sir, 1 am afraid, m\ friend does not realise that the men who were 
engaged to look after this Hill on tiehnlf of this House went into the 
question very carefully and in great detail. It will be seen that it has 
been provided that no one who knowingly inquires or continues to have, 
directly or indirectly by himself or his partner, any share or interest 
in any contract or employment or holds any office of profit in the 
municipality should l>e a commissioner and take part in the affair of 
tbe municipality. The Select Committee and the committee which 
was appointed by Government made a further provision that no com- 
missioner shall act as a commissioner or member of a committee, or 
take part in any proceeding* relating to any matter in which he ha* a 
dura or interest. So in spite of the fact that my friend has very ably 
ftdvotftled the cause of contractors and lawyers, f may say that the 
world will tIOt fall if some of these luwyer gentlemen or those who 
have some interest in some contracting firm are not on the municipal 
hoard. After all we have not come to the stage when we can begin 
history of 150 years back, and surely, Sir, all persons will agree that 
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anybody who is concerned with a municipality should have no interest 
direct or indirect with any outside parties which have dealings with the 
municipality. On these grounds, I very strongly oppose the amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Rai Sahib Akshoy Kumar Sen was then, by leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

6 p.m. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 58, as amended by 
the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause fit). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 59 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause GO. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause 00 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : 1 move that in clause 60, in 
line 5, ufter the word “journeys” the words “either within or outside 
the municipality” be inserted. 

Sir, travelling allowance should Ik* allowed either within or outside 
the municipality. This should Ik* made dear. The commissioners 
should have facilities for extensive inspection within the municipal 
limits and I consider that such inspection will lead ultimately to 
economy. 

The Hon’Me Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; Sir, I think it is 
not necessary to provide travelling allowance for commissioners within 
a municipality. There is no provision in the Act at present. I think 
commissioners will discharge their duties even without travelling allow- 
ance as they are now doing. I oppose the motion. 

The motion of Munindra Deh Rai Mahasai was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 60 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 61 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Chute 62. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 62 stand part of the 

Bill. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move that in proviso it) 
to clause 62 {2i fur the words “fifty rupees or more'* wherever they 
oecurt the word** “ more than fifty rupees” he substituted. 

Sir, my amendment i> very simple. It is n difference of only one 
rupee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Government 
are prepared to accept it. It is a difference of one rupee only. That 
does not matter. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was then put and agreed 
to. 


Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: Sir, 1 move that in proviso (ti) 
to clause 62 (2) for the words “two hundred rupees or more'* wherever 
they occur the words “more than two hundred rupees” he substituted. 

This amendment is on the lines of the previous amendment which 
has just been accepted by the Rou ble Minister and I hope this amend- 
ment will also he accepted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY S Sir, Government 
are prepared to accept it. 

The motion of Babu Satyendra Nath Roy was then put and agreed 

to. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I move that after pro. 
vino (it) to cluuse 62 (2\ the following lw* added, namely: — 

(t (tit) No person holding an office carrying a monthly salary of 
one hundred rupee* or more shall lie dismissed unless such 
dismissal is sanctioned by a resolution of the commissioners 
passed at a special meeting called for the purpose and, except 
with the consent of the Government unless such 

resolution has been supported bv the votes of not less than 
two-thirds of the whole number of commissioners of the 
municipality.” 
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15ir, this insertion is a simple one, and is meaalfor the safeguard, of 
employees drawing 1 a pay of Rs. 100 or over. 'At times it found 
that owing to party c liques some municipal officers were dismissed qr 
discharged in some municipalities upon some flimsy grounds, only 
because a chairman thought them men of the opposite party. More- 
over, in view of the existing rules which enjoin a chairman not to 
appoint an officer above the pay of Rs. 26, I see no reason why the 
chairman should be allowed to dismiss officers drawing a pay of 
Rs. KM) or above. In the existing Act also there is a safeguard under 
section 01 (h) where sanction is necessary from the Divisional Commis- 
sioner for such dismissal. If this provision is accepted, it will give 
peace to the minds of the senior officers of municipalities who will be 
able to discharge their duties faithfully, and conscientiously, even 
after a change of chairman, without fear of dismissal on flimsy 
grounds. 


Rai 8aMb AK8H0Y KUMAR 8EN: 1 oppose the amendment on 
the ground that if the majority of the commissioners think it fit to 
dismiss an employee as contemplated by this clause 02 (2), then he 
should tie removed. Moreover, there is a safeguard: It depends upon 
the sanction of the Local Government whether such dismissal should 
he accepted or not. So, 1 think under such circumstances another bar 
should not lie placed in the way of dismissing an employee by the 
majority of commissioners. If they do it, and as there is that safe- 
guard in the shape of the Local Government retaining the power of 
approving such dismissal or not, no fear need he entertained on this 
score. 


Th« Hon’ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, Government 
have no objection to accepting this amendment, but we shall leave it 
to the House. We will not take part in the vote if it comes to a 
division. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I rise to support 

the amendment. If I remember aright, a similar provision has been 
made in the Bengal Ixical Self-Government Bill in which there is a 
salutary safeguard against the irresponsible action of certain members 
of a district board or a local lioard. If the commissioners happen to 
be in a majority and if they are against a particular officer, I think 
there should he this safeguard embodied in the Bill. I, therefore, 
support the amendment. 



Mtt|> GOVERNMENT Btf*. tty 

Mr.% CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Sir, might I pofnt out that 
oommiMWeers have fttr more important things to engage their 
attention than the question of the dismissal of a particular employee 
dfcwing a pay of Its. 100 or more; I think this question of diaraiftMii 
should lie left entirely to the heads of departments to consider. 

The motion of Uai Bahadur XaUendru Kumar Das was then put 
and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause (u\ ns amended 
by the Council, stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and irgrtMnl to. 


('lausv 671. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that (danse (id stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : I beg to move that for clause 
6»'j (/) the following he substituted, namely: — 

”</» The commissioners of a muninpalit v having an annual income 
of rupees h\e lakhs or more may appoint an executive officer 
to discharge the functions prescribed for an executive officer 
under this Act.” 

Sir, I think executive officers should Is* appointed in municipal- 
ities with an annual income of rupees five lakhs or more to discharge 
the functions presents! for an executive officer under this Act; hut, 
Sir, with lessor income, it would Is* hard foi munu ijwdities to up|>oii»t 
executive officers. With these words, I commend this amendment 
to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
oppose this amendment. This clause provides for the upfaointrnent 
of expert officers, such as engineers, health officers, seoietarv or 
sanitary inspectors. Fnles* (iovernment take the initiative, I do not 
think these small municipality* will do so ami so this clause ha* 
been put in. The clause suggests that the commissioner* of a muni- 
cipality having an income above Its. 1.00,000 may appoint an 
executive officer. Here, in the amendment, the proposal is that only 
fenunicipaJitiew having un annual income of Its. 5,00,(M>0 or more may 
appoint executive officers. But, Sir, bow many municipalities hav© 
on income of Its, 5,00,000 or over? There are only three such 
municipalities, m., IToirmH. Dacca and Darjeeling, and they alona 
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wfculd be able to '.appoint executive officers if this amendment is 
accepted, and none else. On these gTounds, Sir, I oppose the amend- 
ment. There are municipalities which are quite big 1 and require the 
appointment of executive officers. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Muhasai was put and lost. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI : I move that clause (>.‘l (/) 
(0 lx> omitted. 

It is not understood why it is found necessary for Government to 
compel municipalities to appoint officers whose duties have neither 
been defined nor have been mentioned in the Bill. So far as executive 
officers are concerned, their functions are laid down in the Bill and 
it is possible to understand therefrom that they are required to 
relieve chairmen of big municipalities from their multifarious work. 
But why should it not l>e left, to the municipalities to decide what 
other officers they should appoint? The internal control of a muni- 
eipulity should be left to t ha t municipality with greater freedom. I 
think executive officers may be ap|M>inted in ninnici jmlities with an 
income of Its. 5,00,000 or more. Hut it should lx* left to municipal- 
ities to decide what other officers thev will lone. At present 
municipilit ies deride what staff they should have, and it is difficult 
to appieciate tin* reason for this attempt to force officers upon them. 


6-15 p.m. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI : Sir, I rise to 
opfxme this amendment. 1 can say from m\ |xM\Mmal experience that 
in some of the munici]Kilit ies certain eomiutssioners have queer ideas. 
Some of them think that it is not necessary for the municipalities to 
entertain the services of officers such us secretary, health officer, and 
< 'Veil sanitary officers. They beliexe the woik of these officers, barring 
of course work of a technical nature, should be entrusted to the 
commissioners themselves, so that the municipality may not be required 
to sjxuul money by entertaining such officers. In that view of the 
case, Sir, I think this provision should lx* retained, so that if Govern- 
ment finds it necessan , having regard to the income and importance 
of a particular municipality, they may require that municipality to 
appoint such officers. Secondly, the section provide* that the Local 
Government, after consulting the commissioners if it thinks fit, may 
require a municipality to appoint such officers. It is not the case 
that Government will force the commissioners of a municipality to 
appoint such officers and they will only do so after consulting the 
commissioners. As I think that there is no harm in retaining this 
precision as it is, I oppose the amendment. 
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Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, I rise to support the 
amendment. The Iioi Bahadur has experience of Dacca, but I have 
some experience of smaller municipalities, r.j/., Fariclpur. There i» 
no criterion to be found in this clause ns to what would be the condition 
under w’liich the Ixical (ioverument would consider that such officers 
are to bo retained by such and such a municipality. Moreover, if 
the commissioners of Faridpur or municipalities like that of Fnridpur 
are required, or rather fonts!, to retain such officers as are mentioned 
in this clause, the municipalities would go io nun. Besides, we have 
got to consider the fact* that if a iej*ort like that is sent bv the IHstrict 
Magistrate that health officer* should he retained foi the Faridpui Muni- 
cipality, that rejxirt of the Distrut Magistiate will carry more weight 
W'ith the Government than anv opinion of the uiunici|Hihty and wo 
shall have to rely upon rather the decision of a single man. namely, 
the local Magistrate. Tin* wonls “alter consulting the commissioners" 
mean that the commissioner* would merely he an advisory hodv ; so 
instead of these* words, if we have “with tin* sanction of the com- 
missioners at a meeting," the c lame would he rather acceptable. So 
Illy submission is that considering the financial cii c unixtam es of 
smaller inunieipulities, tin* clause, if letamed, would c.nec a ruin 
to the smaller municipalities. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, I rise to 
opjtose this amendment. My friend, the Kai Sahib, truly represents 
the opinion of the smaller municipalities, Iwiimhc that is the* mentality 
of the laidies whic h ho represents. These ntunic ijmliti«*r» are always 
reluctant to apfeoint suc h officers, hut it inav he* sometimes necessary 
in the interests of tnunicipsrl administration for Government to 
requisition the appointment of these* officers; ami unless the initiative 
is taken by them, there is no chance whatsoever of these municipalities 
coming forward with the proposal. That is the reason why I opjxmo 
this amendment. Moreover, Sir, it has been laid down that no such 
lecjuisition will be made without consulting the commissioners. So, 
that is, I think, a sufficient safeguard, because Government is not 
likely to abuse this js>wer. 1 would refer to the case of the Howrah 
Munic ipality. Some time ago Government suggested that the Howrah 
Municipality should ap(>nint an executive officer, as Government can 
do under the Act. The municipality did not comply with the request, 
but Government did not press the matter. The requisition means 
here a request and nothing more than that. Government takes the 
initiative to point out to the municipal bodies that it in in their interests 
they should appoint these officers. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Raj Mahasai was then put and lost. 
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Mr, AMANDA MOHAN FOOD AR: I move that in clause 63 (£), 
in lines 6 and 6, the words “subject to the agftoval of the Local 
Government” be omitted. 

Sir , we are, it is claimed, going* to give the municipalities greater 
power by passi ng this Bill, but they are going to be divested of 
some of these general powers by this section. As a matter of facf, 
we are taking away by the left hand what we gave them by the right. 
If the appointment and fixing of salaries by the commissioners is so 
very dependent ujK»n the Local Government for approval, the muni* 
cipality becomes merely a department of the Locul Goa eminent and 
not an indej>emlent self-governing body. Please mind that it is not 
an exceptional power that is being given to the Government to be 
exercised in special circumstances only, but a |iower of supervision 
and interference in the ordinary almost day-to-day administration of 
the municipality. This cannot be supported and I, therefore, move 
the amendment. It may be urged that the powers will be exercised 
not by the present Government but by a popular Government which 
is to come. But that does not alter the situation at all. It is the 
frequent interference of the Local Government in the affairs of muni- 
cipalities which is not desirable in any case, bo it democratic or auto- 
cratic. 


The Hon'bfe Mr. BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir, there is 
no question of interference in any individual case, because what the 
Government wants to lay down is a certain standard which must be 
followed hIkw! the qualifications of certain officers, so that there may 
not be different standards for different municipalities. That is exactly 
what is required and nothing else. 

As regards the health officers, ns Government contributes half 
the pay of such officers, I think Government has got a right to lay 
down the qualifications of the officers who are going to be appt^nted. 
I see no reason why the mover should propose this amendment, 
because Government does not want to interfere in the ojifNM|rtinent 
of individual officers but simply lays down a standard whick must 
bo followed by the municipalities in making such appointments. The 
appointments will be made by the municipalities. 

Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, in view of the Hon’ble 
Minister’s reply, 1 beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHASAI: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 63(3), in lines 2 and 3, the words “secretary, engineer, health 
officer or sanitary inspector” be omitted. 
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Sir, clause (J) of this section provides that except as is provided 
in sub-section of section t>9, no executive officer, secretary, 
engineer, health officer, or sanitary inspector shall he removed from 
office or financially punished by the commissioners except with the 
consent of the Local Government. Such consent, however, shall not 
b# withheld, if the removal or punishment is recom mended by a 
resolution of the commissioner* p,»* M d at a spin iai mooting called for 
the purpose and supported In the votes of not leas than two-thirds 
of the whole nutnlier of commissioners of the municipality. Sir, in 
the caw of health officers and executive officers I nin support this 
provision, but 1 cannot do the same for the secretary, engineer, health 
offiier 01 sanitarv inspector: so 1 want to mint the uoids “ser retarv, 
engineer, health officer or sanitary inspector”. With these words, 
I commend my motion to tin* acceptance of the House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 me to 
oppose this amendment. U*( ause in the case of health officers, my 
friend conceives that Government should have this jxnver With 
regaid to other officers. Sir. I think that the wvtnit\ of tenure is 
a 'ety un|Mirtaut factor and we know fiom our exjerience of haul 
bodies that these officers fail to function piojreilv for want of security 
of tenure and unless some provision is made which may pmtc<t them 
against the \agaiies of individuals and cliques, I think it would lie 
impossible for them to discharge their duties projierly. On this ground 
I opfKise this arm*ndment. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl: Sir, I rise on a 
point of order. The next motion No. 8M<; whiith stands in the name of 
Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das seeks to delete the words “or sani- 
tary msfrector” whereas the amendment now before the House suggests 
the omission of the words “secretary, engineer, health officer or Mini- 
tary inspector 1 here may he some members in this House who nr© 
in favour of the deletion of the words “or sanitary inspector” retaining 
the wwf* “secretary, engineer and health officer”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Rai Bahadur, is it your point that in the next 
motion only the words “or sanitary inspector” are sought to lie omitted 
and not the other words and that some members of the House might 1* 
willing to accept the motion? If that be so, there is no objection to the 
Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das moving his motion. I will put ht« 
motion first. 

. ' ••iMdllf KEBHAB CHANDRA BANERdll Kir, my submission 
fa that if this amendment is carried, then Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Kumar Das will not la* able to move his amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Your suggestion is that No. 886 should be mov- 
ed at tfiis stage and that it should be put first. If that be your point, 

I have no objection. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I beg to move that 

in clause 63 (. 3 ), in lines 2 and 3, the words “or sanitary inspector * be 
omitted. 

Sir, this amendment is required, as otherwise this will slacken the 
municipal hold on such sanitary inspector to control their works. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERill : Sir, I rise to sup- 
port the amendment moved by my friend, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Kumar Das. The amendment moved by my friend, Munindra Deb Rai 
Mahasai, seeks to delete the names of secretary, engineer, health officer 
or sanitary inspector. I cannot support him, while I fully support the 
motion regarding the deletion of the words “or sanitary inspector”. 
As we kuow, sanitary inspectors are ill-paid officers. There are mauv 
municipalities in which there are no health officers hut only sanitary 
inspectors who discharge the duties of health officers. Secretary, engi- 
neer and health officer are more responsible officers and, as such, their 
dismissal should be subject to the approval of the I/H'ul Government, 
but it should not 1 h* the case in regard to sanitary inspectors. With 
these words, I support the amendment of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar 
Das. 

6-30 p.m. 

Thu Hon'ble Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment of the Rai Bahadur. Sir. a sanitary inspectoi has got 
to perforin certain important but very unpleasant duties, and Govern- 
ment contribute in some cases, though not in all cases, towards the pay 
of the sanitary inspectors of some of the municipalities. If the word^ 
“sanitary inspectors” are omitted, the result will be that Govero«i«#i 
will blue no option left but to ugree to the removal of the sanitary 
inspectors though they contribute towards the pay of such officers. 
That would l>e very unreasonable, Sir; so, I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before I put any of the two amendment®, I 
better clear up a doubtful point. What will happen to amendment 
No. 881 if amendment No. 886 is put first and thrown out? The words 
* 'sanitary inspectors” occur in both the amendments and so if amend- 
ment 881 it* put first and thrown out, will that kill amendnwt 
"No. 886 outright? I should like to have some light thrown upon these 
questions by the Council. In my opinion, if I put 886 first and it ie 
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thrown out, the derision will not cover 881 for the simple reason that 
besides “sanitary inspectors,” other officer’s are mentioned in that 
motion; whereas, if 881 is put first and thrown out, motion No. 886 
will be completely washed out, even if the House wanted to save it. 
So, t thipk it is proper to put 886 first. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 should like to know 
what would be the position if 886 is not voted by the House. So far as 
881 is concerned, the House will give its decision whether sanitary ins- 
pectors should be im hided or not. That lieing so, so fur as 886 is con- 
cerned, I think the only tiling is that the sanitary inspectors go out. 
It seems to me that so fur as these offi« er* are coneerned, both the 
movers want that these officers should he removed under certain circum- 
stances. The Hat Bahadur’s amendment wants that Government should 
not exercise any control in the matter of the removal of sanitary 
inspectors. That being *»>, I think exactly the same tiling mil happen 
if these four items are all taken together. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If 886 is put uml thrown out, I shall put 881. 
without tlie woi (L “sanitary in.spct tor*”. 1 think this will satisfy the 
House. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das was then put and 
lost. 

The motion that in clause 63 (•’/), in lines *J and 3, the words “secie- 
tarv, engineer, health office! be omitted was then put and lost. 

Babu SATYENDRA NATH ROY : 1 beg to move tliut in clause 
63 (4), in line for the words “fifty thousand,” the words “one lakh 
of” Ire substituted. 

Sir, Government may ask any municipality to make a provision in 
connection with certain apjK»intnients after consulting the municipality . 
ijjnuse 63 (4) reads as follows: 

“The provision of clause <t) (a ) t (b) and (c) of sub-section (/) shall 
not, unless the 1/x-al Government for reasons to be recorded in writ ; ng 
so directa, apply to any municipality, the income of which falls below 
fifty thousand rujvees a year.” 

I have some exjierience of these mufastai municipalities and a sani- 
tary inspector is always indispensable in practically all municipalities 
whereas a secretary or an engineer or a health officer is not always 
indispensable. As regards the case of health officers, some time ago 
Government issued a notification agreeing to contribute half the pay of^ 
health officers of municipalities and it was decided that they should W 
givan a pay of not less than Rs. 160 a month. There are some munici- 
palities, Six, which cannot afford to bear even half the cost of the 
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salaries of thrfsr health officers. Previously, one health officer used to 
supervise the work of three or four municipalities in fltlhtfrb&n areas, and 
if I remember aright, Mr. Cook, as District Magistrate of Binkura and 
later on as Commissioner of the Burdwan Division* was' agifijtft the 
appointment of health officers. His opinion was that withthat mooeya 
few more coolies might he appointed. However, in these days, Govern- 
ment having agreed to contribute half the pay of health officers of 
municipalities having an income of Rs. 00,000, such municipalities have 
got health officers. But regarding the engineer, I know of municipali- 
ties having an income of more than Its. 20,000 hut less than Rs, 1,00,000, 
which have got only overseers. These overseers do more work than 
engineers. They have to pass the Overseer’s Examination) hut any 
person who has passed that examination is not entitled to he appointed as 
an engineer because he is not termed an engineer and would not be 
acceptable as such by Government. As regards the case of secretary, 
the work of the smaller municipalities does not require the services of 
more than two or three clerks for their office work. Sir, my munici- 
pality has got an income of Its. 94,000 and you will be surprised to 
learn that we have only one head clerk on Its. 100 per month and aug||her 
clerk on Rs. 40. Even then when we wanted to make provision itTout 
budget for another office clerk, the District Magistrate and the Divisional 
Commissioner remarked that our present office staff was quite sufficient. 
Sir, if it is wanted to make a provision in the Act for the appointment of 
these officers, although it may not he compulsory, it would bo a burden 
on municipalities 0 in future they are asked to defray the expenses of 
having these officers. Under these circumstances, I think it would 
be better if this provision is intended to apply in the ca$a of munici- 
palities having an income of over Rs. 1,00,000 instead of an income nf 
Rs. 50,000. It is a very modest demund. Sir, and I think tlje Roo’ble 
Minister would see his way to accept this amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. BIJOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY 5 Fortunately of; 
unfortunately, 1 do not suffer from that sense of distrust of the L &d 
Government us my friend does. Why impute any motive to thefl|K 
is a permissive clause which euables Government to ask a mu n iclpflfy 
to ap]K)int such officers. You must give some discretion to Government 
and they are not expected to be very unjust to the municipaliti^ , 'He 
mm* of them are not in a position to afford the appointment? of tjifpft 
officers, certainly the Government will look to the interests o i ttift ' 
municipality and never press for their appointment. So what is the 
justification for this amendment? The limit has beentncrensed t«r be 
^^80,000. It was Rs. 20,000 in the original Bill* fU * % '*% 

* The motion of Bebu Satyendra Nath Roy w nAb i l* Put.lhid-Ai^WF^ 
to. 
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Mr. MCilBKMTl The qwwtion is that ckul* OS, is amended by 
the Council, *Uad part of the Bill. 

The motion wa a put and agreed to. 

'**>* ‘ 

"* f At $-86 j).ia. the Council wan adjourned for prayer and it reftssein- 
bled at 6-45 p.m.] 


Clause 64. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 64 stand jmrt of the 

Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


('lau*c 66. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T he question is that clause 66 stand part of the 

Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: 1 hep to move that after 

clause 66 the following la* inserted, namely: 

- M (2.t) The chairman shall make such payments out of the provident 
fasud as may 1 h- presi nhed in tin* rule* and us are not speci- 
fically directed to 1 m* made with the sanction of the com- 
missioners at a meeting.” 

Clause 66 (#) doe- not mention the refund of provident fund money 
pn death, resignation, removal, etc., or the payment erf advances, out of 
■ wf provident fund. I>*st the list in danse 2 is considered exhaustive, 
tie included. There should Ik* no necessity to have such 
re fti m P lpade according- to rules sanctioned at a meeting. The rules 
should lay down conditions of refund or advance* and the chairman shall 
id according to the rules. 

Tit Htn'bli Mr. BUOY PRASAD S1N0H ROY: 1 rise to appear 
this’ amendment. The amendment wants to {five the power to .H 
dbairman and to the commissioners to decide it at ft tneotiay.' 
fl^M^liAdraocnitie, Why should the power be left to the chairman 
«• commi»«ion«Ti at a meeting? 
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I beg to move — 

(/) that in line 4, sub-clause (c) of clause G5 (i), after the word 
“provident” the words “or annuity” be inserted; and 

{2) that after sub-clause (?) of clause G5 (2) the following be 
inserted : — 

“(t«) grant advances out of such provident fund to any of their 
officers or servants as they may see fit.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The motion of Munindra Deb Rai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question is that clause (15, as amended 
by the Council, stand put of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


(lau.sc 00. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quest ion is that clause GO stand part of 
the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 07. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 6T stand part of 
the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause OS. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 08 stand part of the 
Bill. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to move that in clause 

68 (7), in line 4, the word “contractor” and, in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “with, by, or on behalf of the municipality” be omitted. 

The word “employment” after the words “contract or” is Tague. 
If a person’s son is an employee of the municipality, he acquires 
an interest in an “employment”. Is it intended to disqualify such 
son from employment? The words “or employment” after the word 
“contract” may be deleted. ? 
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TH. Hwt'Me Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I ,w t„ <WM . 
this amendment. If these wonts are omitted, the clause becomes 
meaningless. I do not understand what is the sense of this amendment. 

The motion of Muuindra Del. Hai Mahasai was then put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIOENT: The question is that clause (58 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause GU. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question i*< that clause (19 stand part of 
the Bill. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAMID 8HAH moved that clause 09 W omitted. 

He spoke in Bengal, the hnglish translation of which is ns 
follows : — 

Mr. President, clause 69 of the proposed Bill states that no candi- 
date for am office under a municipality, beginning from the executive 
officer down to an overseer, shall he deemed eligible for ap|>ointment 
if he is in debt. On the other hand, the services of those employees 
in a municipality, who are found to be seriouslv in debt, shall Is* dis- 
pensed with. 

We are at a loss to make out why the clause in q uestion leaven 
unaffected the chairman and the viciwhaiiman of a municipality who 
ore at the helm of municipal affairs and from whom there is no means 
of realising anything in case they are guilty of defalcation, and lays 
all the stress on the paid employees alone. As a matter of fact, it 
is only those who are in debt that seek emph»>m»*nt in one form or 
another and we should like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister as also of the meinliers of the Council to the fart that it 
would be well nigh impossible to cam* on the municipal administration 
in a country when* 99 per cent, of the population are smarting under 
the burden of debts, if those who are in debt are dobarra) from 
holding any office under a municipality. 

While arrangements are being made in different offices and even 
in the district board offices for opening “reserve funds’* for the 
employees and for giving opportunities to them to contract loans from 
different credit soc ieties to he paid off by instalments out of their 
month! v salaries, it is only the employees under the muniei pali tie# 
who are being exposed to the unreasonable hardship of losing their 

21 
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appointments in ease they become involved in debt. It also appears 
to be extremely unreasonable to dismiss an able municipal employee 
from his office when on the death of his father, he comes to be liable 
for his father’s debts. 

J vastly, I appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to consider what would 
happen, if the proposed Bill is passed into law, to those municipalities 
where the chairmen and the vice-chairmen are in debt equally with 
the moat ordinary clerks of the municipalities. It is for the first time 
that the principle, that a man becomes dishonest when he is in debt, 
has found a place in a Bill of this kind. 

I hope the members in this Council will kindly sympathise wdth 
this amendment of mine.” 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U : I rise to support this amend- 
ment. In order to be consistent, this Council which has rejected 
amendment No. 770 ought certainly to accept this amendment. It is 
very necessary from my j>oiiit of view that honorary officers should lie 
above want and not indebted to any jierson in the municipality. My 
friend Mr. S. M. Bose in opposing my motion said that as the chair- 
man and vice-chairman are honorary officers, it did not matter much 
if they got into debt. I ain reminded of a very old story which may 
be familiar to this House and it is this : After the death of an hono- 
rary magistrate his son applied to Government savin# " 

5t*f* frit «rtwi ** ” which means “you will be 

pleased to appoint me as an honorary magistrate and thus find me the 
means of subsistence”. There is no doubt that that sort of honorary 
workers prevail in some part of the country. I do not see an)' reason 
why the sanitary inspector or the accountant or the overseer, or, for 
the matter of that, the health officer should be disqualified if he is in 
debt. As my friend has very pertinently pointed out, it is really the 
people who are drawing very small salary that are driven by want to 
accept sendee in these local bodies. It would be placing a premium 
upon dishonesty or upon their taking to underhand means if such a 
provision is allowed to remain in this Bill. I think some of the offi- 
cers at least should not certainly be disqualified on this ground. 


Mhi SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I give my partial support to 
this amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean by “partial” ? 
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Mfcu SATYENDRA NATH ROY: I mean that this amendment 
should not be applicable to ail the officer* from the executive officer 
down to the overseer, but to some ot them only. I know what a 
health officer does. When small-pox breaks out or when there is 
cholera in any bustee , the health officer goes and inspects the place 
and suggests what to do, while a sauitary inspector only supervises 
the work of mehtars. They do not handle any money. Again the 
secretary, who is only the head of the office does not handle any money. 
It may be said that the tax collector is the person who handles cash. My 
objection is on this ground that Government have put in all the officers 
of a municipality in this clause and I ask Government to accept the 
proposal that some ot the officers who do not belong to the category of 
those who handle money should 1h» exempted from the operation of 
this clause. 


The Hon’bfe Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 rise to oppose 
this amendment. I do not understand exactly the jwychology of my 
hon’hle friend Mr. Satyendia Nath Ro\ who hail been the chairman 
of a municipality for the past several years. The distinction between 
this clause and the clause referred to by Mr. Narendm Kumar llusu 
is this: Here a man will not l>o eligible for appointment as an officer 
ii he is in debt, while the other one is that whether he should lx* 
removed from sendee or not if he is in debt. So then' is a difference 
bet ween the two, but this motion is for the deletion of the whole 
■clause. In the other clause theie is no provision as to who should 
decide whether a man is in dehl or not ; in this then* is the provision 
that if a inau is in debt, he would not la* eligible for any office or 
if an officer is in debt, he should be removed. There is this distinction 
between this clause and the clause referred to by Mr. Basu. 

I do not exactly understand why there should lx* this anxiety to 
safeguard the interests of candidates in debt. Tt is a most salutary 
principle — an accepted principle — that if a man is seriously in debt, 
he should not be appointed to any public office. On this ground I 
oppose this amendment. 

Mr. Roy pointed out that there would be no harm if the health 
officer be in debt, but the health officer is an important officer of the 
municipality on whosqf recommendation prosecution* are instituted 
under the Food Adulteration Act and we cannot afford to see an indebted 
man appointed. It is against all public principles that a man who 
is seriously in debt should be appointed to any responsible office. I 
admit that it is no sin to get into debts, that circumstances may 



*24 GOVERNMENT BILL. [19th Acg., 1032.] 

compel people to incur debts, but that is no reason why we should g6> 
out of our way to offer appointments to those who are already in 
debt. 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question is that clause 69 stand j$rt of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. t on Monday, the 22nd 
August, 1932, at the Council House, Calcutta. 


B, O. Jww-lSSt- tt TA— 1,060. 
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HjshisJ Jail fQ) 2 ft 7 26 ft. 

Visitors to jai| N : (Q) 26ft 267, 

SfcUMS, Ik* Hm'M, Alkrtj Ur AMS- 
Karim 

Abolition of tig* district of Ji-ssore ; (Q) 21. 
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Supply of, to librarim : (Q) HO. 

Bavaramaat ichMli tad Mtttfat 

I ft-prmmcish ration of : (Q) 79. 

Bupta, Mr. 4 . B. 

Hdl, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 36, 

Hakim, Maatvi Ahdul 


Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 264. 
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HajM, Khaa Bahadur Mauhrl Aifeul 

Bill Bengal Municipal, 1(132 : 51, 52, 90. 

112, 113, 116, 1H7, 214, 218, 210, 231 - 
232, 244, 299, 307, 317. 

Landlord*’ transfer fees : 265. 

MffU Jail 

Assault. of prisoners in : (Q) H6. 

ffacalit, Nswib Musharraf, Khan Bahadur 

Bill, Bengal Municipal : 60 

Natsaln, Maulvi Muhammad 

Bill, Bengal Municipal. 1932 : 188. 

Hastsl, Qovcrnmcnt, Maslcm 

Superintendent of : (Q) 22 

Huq, Mr. A. K. fail-ul 

Arrest of Mirv.a Abdul Kuader : (Q) 271 
275. 

. Bill. Bengal Municipal, 1032: 44-48. 

Intamt on laani in Bengal 

Relief against tlie exorbitant rate of • (Q) 
82-83 j 

lilamla Colltf s, Calcutta 

Leave of Principal, an<l acting arrange- I 

mentn in Iiih pla<*e at • (Q) 76-78. 

Jails | 

V ini torn to : (Q) 266-267 

i 

Jaasart 

Abolition of the district of (Q) 21. 

Outrages on feinnle modeatv in : (Q) 200- j 

270. | 

I 

Juvenile Oaurts ! 

Honorary Women Magistrate* for : (V) S4. I 

Kadar, Mirta Abdul 

Arreat of : (Q) 271-275. 

Kaaam, Maulvi Abal 

Bill Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 30. 63. 66. 69, 

110, 145, 159. 294. 303. 

Khaa, Maulvi Tamlsuddiu 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 106. 197, 124, 

126, 127. 144. 143. 150, 163. 164, 174. 176, 

247. 289. 

Exorbitant rate of interest prevailing in 
Bengal : (Q) 82. 


Khulna Jail 

Accommodation of prisoners in : (Q) 133. 

Diet of prisoners in : (Q) 83, 84. 

Landlords’ transfer feat : (Q) 264 265. 

MaHi, Mr. R. 

Classification of convict Sunity Chow- 

" (Ihury : (Q) 81. 

Detenu Fanmdra Kumar Pas : (Q) 192. 

Mtdical Collaga, Calcutta 

A pj>oi fitments in the : I Q ) 87 

electrocardiographic exainmat ion in : (Q) 
89 

Fleet rocnrdiologicnl Department and Fle< - 

* tccicardmlogicat operator, in the • (Q) 
13l\ 17*3 

Professor of Physiolng\ in the (Q> 19 

Midnapart 

Hunger-strike by ci\ il diaobedienee pri- 
soners in. Jail • (Q) 75 

Possession of a residence of a Hindu house- 
holder in, tot quartering additional 
police ■ (Q) 21 

MRfard Hospital, Dacca 

Surgeon of (Q) JMi 

Mitter, The Hon’ble Sir t*rovash Chundtr, Kt- 

Accommodation of prisoners in Khulna 
District Jail : 133, 134. 

Acreage <»f non cultiMitinl land in Baukura: 
251. 252 

Appointment of depmwed clash's in dis- 
trict office* : 275-276. 

Assault of prisoner Shibshankar in the 
Dnm Duid Sfiecial Jail : 260-262. 

(’<**» and rent collect am of estates under the 
Court of Wards : 202. 

Civil disobedience prisoners, female : 

74 75. 

Classification of prisoner Prodyot Kumar 
Bhatlacluurya : Hi. 

Classification of prisoner Sudhtndra Kumar 
Roy. of Mymcnsingh : 30, 

Classification of Sunity Chowdhury (con- 
vict) : 82. 
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Diet of prisoners in Khulna Jail : 83, 

84. 

Estate* held direct by Government *. 
278. 

Flood m Tangail : 264. 

Hunger-strike* by civil disobedience pri 
soners in the liajshahi and Midaaporr 
Jail* : 76 76. 

I II treatment of prisoner* in Dum Dum 
Special Jail : 268. 

Kutubdia embankment : 277. 

Landlords' transfer fees : 266. 

Leave of Superintendent of Additional 
Special Jail, Dun* Dura : 166. 

Mymensingh Jail incident on account of 
tornado : 102166 

Practice of describing occupancy holding* 
in sale deads aa mokarari : 266. 

Service of revenue processes . 268, 260. 

Theft of clothe* of prisoner* u* the Dum 
Dum Spenal Jail . 74. 

Visitors to jails : 267. 

Mamin, Khan Bahadur MvHammad AMul 

Bill. Bengal Municipal, 1032 ; I0H, low, 

1 10, 208, 233 234. 

Superintendent* of Government Moslem 
hostels : iQ) 22 

M— fcsr fss, Mr. lyamaprssad 

Allowances to detenus : (<J) 130, 140. 

BiU, Bengal Municipal, 1032 : 04. 

Chittagong incident* ; (Q) H6, 86. 

Deprov metal us t ion of Government school* 
and colleges : (Q) 79. 

Leave of Principal. Islaraia College, Cal- 
cutta : (Q) 76 70 

Reduction in Provincial expenditure : (Q) 
78, 79. 

MaMr aaai, prtvsds 

Registration fees on : (Q.) 26. 

Molar Vehicle* Tax Department : Appoint- 
Mote made ra : (Q.) 90. 

BtU, Bengal Mummpab 1932 : 132. 240, Ul. 



Urade pay of tha employees of the 
Government Pram; (Q.) 17, 


Improvement of : (Q.) 79, 80. 


Incident* at the jail on account of tips 
tornado at . (Q.) 19). 

N8f , Reverend B. A. 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 1 196. , 

M|, Balm Bvkfcl 

Accommodation of prisoners in : (Q.) 183, 

Cam's of outrage on female modesty in 
Jnsaors : (Q ) 260 270. 

Did of primmer* in Khulna Jail : (Q. > 83, 

Leave of Mtifiorintondcnt of Additional 
Special Jail, Dum Dum : <Q.) 198. 

NiraytBfMj 

Weaving Industrie* and exploitation of 
the weaver* in ; (<JM 16. 

NaxJmeddia, the Nss’lie Mr. Kliwaja 

Abolition of the Hindu hoatol of the 
Chittagong College : 100-200. 

iJoprov initial* sat ion of Government school* 
and collages ; 70, 

I /cava of Principal, lalamia College s 
76 70. 

Huprrin tendon t* of Government Moslem 
hostel* : 23 

Supply of Government publication* to 
libraries : HU, 


Government advertisement* in i (Q.J 141. 


Shifting of the headquarters of ths rtistrinl 
of : (Q.) 264. 

Thefts commiUed in ; (Q.) 284 , 288 . 


Mr. R, BL Morthasr : 18. 
Mr. B. F Petro: 18. 

Mr. J. D. V. Hodgs i 78. 
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Pfeactfoe of describing, in sale-deeds m 
»©karari:(Q.) 265-266. 



Administration of civil justice in the court 
$f the District Judge of : (Q.) 197, 198. 

Appointment of persons belonging to 
depressed classes in the office of the 
Magistrate and Collector of : (Q.) 275, 
* 176. 



BlU, Bengal Municipal, 1982 : 119, 121, 
162, 176-177, 204, 241, 314. 
Discontinuance of Bohor-Bhedarganj Ferry 
Service : (Q.) 262. 

Weaving industries in Narayanganj 
subdivision : (Q.) 15. 

Fret***, Mr. (TIM Hsn’Ws Raja Mr Man- 
Mtftfca Nath Ray Ofcaiittari, Kt., at 
. Muriat*) 

Ruling by — in connection with the Bengal 
Municipal Bill, 1932, that he could 
accept any amendment on short notice 
and even without notice : 35. 
remark by — that a suggestion is not a 
point of order ; 30. 

ruling by — that it is permissible to a 
member of the Council to find fault with 
another member for having caused 
waste of time by bringing forward an 
amendment approved by the Cliair, 
when ho was merely voicing his own 
thereby : 58. 

allowing motions So be moved with slight 
alterations : 66. 

allowing questions to be put on a state- 
ment made by an hon ble member of 
Ugffurnineat provided they are relevant 
ana are meant to further elucidate any 
matter of fact of that statement : 91. 
Observation by- — that no change in the 
wording of an amendment could be 
made at a stage when he bed put the 
amendment to lb* jtote and a division 
had been catted t l A 
that program in the hmdnees of the 
Bouse cannot be made unic es members 
eonfined 4 ^thcmaetvm strictly to the 
^morions before the Botnet, 114. C 
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Rw ill mt, Mr. (Tin Hee’Mt Raja Mr Mau- 
mtm Nath Ray Chaeibnri, Kt, ef 
•aatath) 

Allowing two amendments to be reduced 
to one : 120. 

Disapproving of any member calling a 
division light-heartedly : 123. 

ruling by — that no members’ remarks 
should encroach on amendments not 
before tbs House : 126. 

Allowing postponement of discussion of a 
clause, to revert to it later, in order to 
give time for better drafting : 170. 

Observation by— that if a motion was put 
when several members wanted to speak 
on it, but did not get an opportunity 
to do so, and if a member rose to point 
this out to Mr. President, he was not 
rising on a point of order arising from 
that circumstance : 174. 

In reply to Mr. W, H. Thompson's 
suggestion, that much of the time of the 
Council would be saved if members who 
had tabled amendments and approached 
members or ministers of Government 
beforehand, in order to ascertain which 
of them would be ac^ptable to Govern- 
ment, and abandoned those that Gov- 
ernment did not approve, that it was 
not the function of the Chair to throw 
out such a hint : 181. 

Disapproving of hypothetical supple- 
mentary questions being put : 199. 

Ruling by — that a member can move a 
motion tabled by another member US his 
own motion only : 215. 

Remark by — to a suggestion Crap Kh a n 
Bahadur Maulvi Axixui Haque that the 
decision of the House on a motion be 
token by the raising of hands in order to 
save time, that it would be better If 
the decision which he gave on the 
strength of Voices wers not challenged: 
221 . 

O b se r v atio n by -that no member is per- 
mitted to refer to matters co nn ecte d 
with any case that is pending : 22S. 

Disooureging undue str es s ou the enuaoia 
tioa of an abstract principle j 126. 
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PmMMtt Mr. (TM Hm'Mi Raja Mr Maa- 
natba Rath Ray Chaudhari, Kt., tf 
taataah) 

Agreeing to ait till 7- 15 every day at the 
compromise suggestion of tiie Hon 'bio 
Minister, Local Self-Government Do- 
partmcnt, in charge of tlte Bengal 
Municipal Bill, 1932 : 245. 

Observation by—that no mein tier can 
interrupt Another member tmkwft .aha,, 
latter gives way : 285. 

Not allowing a motion standing 4n 'the 
name of one member to l»e moved by 
another after it was called • 299. 

Prats, Btngal Qovtrnmttrt 

Apprentices in : (Q.) 251. 

Grade pay of the employees in : (Q.) 17. 

Provincial txpvnditttrt - 

Stejis taken to bring about reduction in : 

(Q ) 78. 

Provincial rovonut 

Statement of, for the last 3 years : (Q ) 29. 

Public Health Department 

Analysis of water of the jute mills in : (Q ) 
135. 

Roi Mahasai, Munindra Dob 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 34, 00, 93, 
05. 117-118, 120, 100-161, 168. 177. 1H0, 
184, 209-211, 236, 238, 246, 308. 31 1312, 
314-315, 319, 320. 

Dacoitic* ami thefts in Ooumadi, Bakar- 
ganj : (Q.) 130. 

Prisoners and detenus : (Q.) 253. 

Supply of Government publications to 
libraries : (Q.) 80. 

Rajtbabi a fl 

Hunger-strike by cimI di*nliedie»»c« 
prisoners in : (Q.) 75, 76 

Ranagbat 

Peoples* Bank : misappropriation of a 
large amount of money from : (Q ) 13. 

Ray, Baba AwdtyadhM 

Appointment of jierwMis belonging to the 
backward classee in the Calcutta Police 
(Q.) 25, 26. 

Appointment Of persons of the depressed 

, classes in dfrtrict offices : (Q.) 276. 

Service of revenue pt w o wa ri (Q ) 268, 


Ray, Maharaja Jag adish Nath, «f Diaajpar 

Cess and rent collection of estates undc^, 
the Court of Wards : (Q.) 202. 

Improvement, of Mumliidabad- Darjeeling 
Road in North Bengal : (Q.) 79, 60. 

. Ray, ftalw Khttttr MahM 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932* 65, 68, lol, 

102 . 

Persons arrested, convicted and dotaiosd 
under tlie Criminal Law Amendment 
Act* and Ordinances : (Q.) 270. ^ 

Ray, Mr. thawti bhahharwwar * ; 

BUI, Bengal Municipal, 1932: 35, 36, 37, 
115, 302. 

Firings to disperse unlawful assembly : 
(Q.) 267, 259, 260. 

Taking possession of a residence of a Hhifrl 
house holder in Midnaporo fop quart- 
ering additional polluAj (Q ) 21. §2/^* ^ 

Ray Chtwdhury, iaho tatiih Chandra 

Bill, Bengal Muniei|»al, 1932: 70. 9.8, 110, 

112. 

Convictions in connection with *tbe *i\il 
disobedience movement : (Q ) 250. 

Raid, tha Han’bia Mr. R. R. 

Administration of civil justice in the court 
of the District Judge of Palma ■ 197 198. 

Allowances to detenus : 139, 149. 

Arnwt of Mirw» Abdul Kader : 272-273, 

Assault on piisoncrs in the Hljli Jail T 66. 

Chittagong incident* : 85 86. 

Conviction* m <onnection with th# civil 
diwtlssleMic** movement 2fS» 

' Dacoities end theft in Goumadi, 

j ganj 130 *'* i ‘ 

i Detenu Fanindra Kumar I Am • 136. 

I' nor bit unt rates of interest on Indus 
prevailing in Bengal : 82. 

Firings tn disperse unlawful assembly t 
257 260. 

Firing upon crowd* mating t$w realisa- 
tmn of cluaikidari or union board taxai t 
277. 

Honorary mx*m magistrates fur juvemle 
courts ; 94*? " 
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Newspapers and Government advertise- 
menta : 141. 

Officers belonging to the depressed classes 
in the Calcutta Police ; 25. 

Outrages on the modesty of women in 
Jomore : 269-270. 

Possession of the residence of a Hindu 
house-holder in M kina pore for quarter- 
ing additional police : 21-22. 

Presentation of the Report of tlio Select 
Committee on the Bengal Suppression 
of Terrorist Outrage Bill, 1932 : 204. 

Prisoners and detenu* : 253. 

Private motor ears, registration foes on : 

26. 

IWeim-smven^ 26, 27. 

Shifting of the headquarter* of the Noa- 
k1#li district : 254, 279. 

Statement on the Chittagong incident* : 

91. 

Theft* committal in Noakhali : 255-257. 

Reconstitution of union court* in Chitta- 
gong : 14. 

Whereabout* of detenu Akhll Cliandra 
Mahalanabis : 132. 

Ray, tabu Harlbanta 

Bill. Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 288. I 

Ray, Riba tatyanbra Hath | 

Analysis of water of jute mill* in the Rubin- j 
Health Department (Q ) 133 

ApfKnnhnOftl^made m the Motor \ ehu les 

^ Tax Department : (Q ) 9n 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 33. 3 m. 59. 

6t, 67. 193, III. 123. 146, 155 168. 161. I 
J68, 173, 183. 210. 213. 229, *140. 295. 

299, 309, 317, 323 

Firing upon crowds resist u>g the realisa- 
tion of ohaukulari or union l>oard taxon : 

177. 

**■ * 

Rty, Mr. ttiiMwar ttogb 

Rtafemcnt ol «*tata» held direct by 

Government » (Q.) 277-278. 

Rty, Mr. Ivaft Kamor 

Banafbat Peoples’ &*uk : m is ap propria 
lion of money from : (Q.) 13. , 


Ray, tba Haa’bia Mr. Bijay Prasab fiagb 

Analysis of water of the jute mills in fch© 
Public Health Department : 135, 136. 

Appointments in the Calcutta M&liral 
College : 87. 

Appointments in the Motor Vehicles Tax 
Department #90, 

Bill, Bengal Municipal,* 1932 : 30, 32, 34. 
35, 36, 57, 68, 59, 65, 70,94, 95, 96, 97. 
98, 99, 100-103, 105, 107-109, 111, 112, 
110, 118, 119, 120-121, 123, 125, 127, 
129, 147, J49, 151, 152. 154, 155, 156, 
158. 159, 160-163. 165-166, 167, 170-171, 
173-178, 179, 180, 182-189, 205, 207, 
211 212, 214.215, 217, 219, 221, 226. 
227. 228, 234-240, 242, 244, 246-247, 
285-286, 288-218), 295-298, 300-301, 

303-304, 308-311. 313-316, 318-319, 321, 
323. 

Electrocardiograph: 134. 

Electrocardiographic examination in the 
Calcutta Medical College : 89. 

Elect mean hologica! Department and 
Elootrooardiologica) operator in the 
Calcutta Medical College: 132, 133. 

Improvement of the Mursliidabad- Darjee- 
ling Road in North Bengal i 80 . 

Leprosy m Bankura : 27, 28. 

Memorial of Excise petty officers regarding 
their pay and prospects : 201. 

Professor of Physiology in the Medical 
College, Calcutta : 20 

Surgeon of Dacca Mitford HmtpM t (Q.) 
90. 

Roy Cbaabbari, Baba Nam Cbanbra 

Shifting of the headquarter* of the district 
of Noakhali : (Q ) 251. 

Thefts committed in Noakhali :lQ) 254- 
257. 

ftabaat, Baba Satya Ktokar 

Acreage of non -eultivatcd land ui Bankura : 
(Q.) 251, 152. 

Bill, Bengal Municipal. 1932 : 221. 

tartar, Baba IM Btbari 

Bill, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 282, 291. 

tartar, Rii tabtb Rabatt Maboa 

Appointment of dep r ees od classes in 
the office of the Magistrate and Cof* 
lector, Pahna . (Q.) 275. 
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C3iuwifi< ation of prisoner Sudhindrn Kumar 
Hoy of Mvmenringh . (Q ) 30 


Shah, Mao k i AMul HamM 

liifl, Bengal Municipal, 1932 : 09, 149,321. 

llRfh, Srijtft Taj Bahatfvr 

KhvtrocanliologirAl I >epartmont and 
Ivl<*i trfK nnijologK «J ojM-rntor tn the 
Calcutta Medical College : (Q.) 132 
Landlord*’ tnuitfer (t<e * : (Q.) 204. 

Practice of drotribing occupancy holding* 
in *al* -dwedra* mokarari : (Q.) 205 200. 

Sfnha, R^Ja Bafcatfvr tftapnMra Rarajras, 
•f Naahipor 

BflA Bengal Municijval, 1932 : 154. 


lahrtwarty, Mr. H. S. 

-BUI. Bengal Muniriji*!, 1932 : ISO. 

■** 

Lon vo of Principal, It lam in College. Cal- 
outtn : (Q^.10. 

Taagaii 

flood in : (Q.) 204. 

Thampaaa, Mr. W. H. 

Bill. Bengal Uuuidjad, 1932 ; 33, 1 13, 1 01. 

Tawaaatf, Mr. H. f. V. 

liill, Bnngal Municipal. 1932 : 03, 108 109, 

IKS. 207 208. 220, 241-242, 240, 292, 
300 . 

WaoihtaO, (ha Mttt’Ma Mr. 0. A, * 

Appointment* in Bengal Government 

Pra: 231. 

Duron Umuuieo Boh«r>,p)iedArg»iij 

Ferry Service : 203. 

tirade pay of tho employee* in lire Bengal 
Government Pro** is 
OlliM-iK of HiiIimIi dominie drawing Indian 
I tenth m : tilt 

Prm iw*|jnl rr\ tunic * atatemwit of, for 
tho hurt 3 vwint ; 29. 

Railway at a tarn At Faridpnr : 10. * 

Hrtluftimi in Provincial c*|*md Burnt 
7S, 79. 
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